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Searching Assignments 
The Assignment Historical Database (AHD) has been upgraded to include both a searchable index 
and images of the recordation documents.  Assignments are recorded and indexed and images are 
made available within 24 hours of receipt by the USPTO.  This functionality is only available in the 
Public Search Facility.  It is not available on the USPTO Web site.  

The search to retrieve recent assignments and any associated images must be performed using the 
reel/frame number, not "PatAssign" and "TMAssign" on UPWS.  The AHD is located under the 
"General" tab on the UPWS main menu.  Near the top of the brief screen, a "view images" link will 
appear if images are available.  Click on the link to retrieve images of the actual documents.  AHD is 
updated daily and provides both search indexes and images. 

Saving Your Search Work in EAST 
To safeguard your searches, save your work frequently instead of relying entirely on the Auto Save 
Feature.  Your workspace can be saved at any time by clicking on the Save Workspace icon on the 
menu bar at the top of the workspace or by clicking on File and selecting Save Workspace.  You 
may also exit EAST and save the search.  Saving your work as a new search will limit problems 
associated with overlaying an old search.  

Workaround for Safely Deleting Tagged Documents in EAST 
Attempting to delete tagged documents from the Tagged folder of EAST will frequently cause 
problems in the EAST database.  To delete tagged documents in EAST, open the Tagged Folder from 
the Tree view, right click in the folder and select the Create L# from collection option.  

Selecting this option creates a new L# that is a patent number search containing all current tagged 
documents.  To delete any of the tagged documents, open the new L# and uncheck those 
documents.  Removing the check from a document subtracts it from the tagged folder and eliminates 
the tag from the originating L#.  An added benefit of this method is that the L# created from the 
tagged folder remains as a record of what documents were in the original tagged folder after 
deletion.   

Defensive Publications and Statutory Invention Registrations 
The Defensive Publication Program was available between April 1968 and May 1985.  The program 
provided for the publication of the abstract of the technical disclosure of a pending application if the 
applicant waived his or her rights to an enforceable patent.  An application was open for public 
inspection under the Defensive Publication Program and the applicant provisionally abandoned the 
application, retaining rights to an interference for a limited period of 5 years from the earliest 
effective U.S. filing date.  These documents are indicated by a "T" due to their unique numbering 
system. 

Defensive Publications were replaced by Statutory Invention Registrations (SIR) on May 8, 1985.  
Statutory Invention Registrations provide the inventor with the same defensive attributes of a patent 
in preventing others from obtaining a patent for the invention.  A Statutory Invention Registration is 
not a patent.  The holder of the SIR is not allowed to exclude others from making, using, or selling 
the invention.  SIR documents are published with the full specifications, drawings and front page.  In 
addition, a SIR has priority based upon the filing date.  Published SIRs are sequentially numbered in 
an "H" series. 

More information is available in the Information racks near the On-line Desks. 
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