Strange Bedfellows

The OSS and the London “Free Germans”
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The OSS was faced the
formidable task of
finding agents willing to
parachute blind into the
Third Reich.
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Editor’s Note: The opening of the
files of the wartime Office of Strate-
gic Services (OSS) and the end of
the Cold War bave enabled scholars
fo add new perspective fo our
understanding of World War IT
infelligence operations. 1wo
decades ago, Joseph Persico's Pierc-
ing the Reich used some of the

. declassified records to tell the story

of the O8S’s daring mfiltvation of
agents mto Nazi Germany in the
closing months of the war One of
the OSS officers who ran those oper-
ations, the late Joseph Gould, left a
menioir that now adds textire and
impact to Persico’s accouid dand
subsequent scholarship, The autbor
of this article, Gauld s soin
Jonathan, bas combined his father’s
menories with the published litera-
tive—and with a startling twist
Srom behind the Iron Curtain,

., . &>
g o e

Following the Allied landing at Nor-
mandy in June 1944, the OSS
disparched over 200 spies into Nazi
Germany. The London office of the
Secret Intelligence Branch (SI).
under the leadership of the late CIA
director William J. Casey. orga-
nized and dispatched over 100
missions from September 1944
through April 1945 1 Agents
recruited from the ranks of church
dissidents, Sparush civil war veter-
ans, political refugees, and
underground labor groups through-
out occupted Europe gathered

! William J Casey served as Director of Cen-
wral Tntelligence from 1980-1986 under Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan,

military intelligence critically impor-
tant to the advance of the Alliec
armies, leading to the surrender of
Germany on 8 May 1945,

This article focuses on one set of
those missions, manned by seven
exiled German trade unionists, and
the relationship between the agents
and the OSS officer who recruited
and trained them. That officer—
Army Lt. Joseph Gould—was the
author's father. This article 15 cledi-
cated to his memory and to the
courage and sacrifice of these
seven silent soldiers of the German
resistance, who have gone largely
unrecognized.

The Penetration Campaign

As the war against Germany inten-
sified, the OSS mission in London
emerged as a critical intelligence
component of the US military
cffort. In September 1942, the OSS
had established the Secret Intelli-
gence Branch to organize
clandlestine agent operations
abroad. SI appointed Casey as
director of its London office in June
1944 Casey was given full respon-
sibility for organizing the
penetration of Nazi Germany by
0SS agents, The London office,
located at 72 Grosvenor Strect in
the Mayfair section, expanded
quickly and became the focal point
of Anglo-Amencan intelligence
cooperation in the war against Ger-
many. As one historian noted, “the
London mussion was at the heart of
OSS relations with British ntelli-
gence, and as such it personified
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William ] Casey. Director of Special Intethgence for O85/London Phote taken in Washingron
DC, 1942

the essence of that connection n
the Allied war effort.™

Cuasev's appomtment as head of
Oss/London's SI operations came
at a rime when the military brass at
the supreme Headquarters of the
Allied Expecdinonary Foree (SHAEF)
in London held litle hope of
accomplishing anvthing of cunse-
quence in terms of mihean:
ntelhigence in Germany. In fact, as
late as August 1944, high-level
intelligence officers within SHAEF
admitted that rhe Allied Command
“had no specific intelligence objec-
twves within Gernmnany and ... had
not done any planning for wactical
intelligence inside Germany ™ As a
result, SHAEF made it known to the
OS5 that “any information regard-
ing location, strength and
imovement of troops and supplies,

2 Brian Nelson Macpherson Kogs aued Des-
perate Men The United States Office of Strate-
yrc Services or London and the Anglo-
American Relationghip iUnwversiy of Tor-
onte: unpublished Ph D disseranon, 1999),
p o156
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together with the stare of morale
(nside Germany) was of interest.™

In response o SHAEFs request, Sl
formulated the FAUST Plan for the
penetration of Germany. The
plan—named after Goethe's famed
character from German literature
known for his quest for knowl-
edge—called for the trining and
mfiltration of 30 secret agents, who
would he dropped inside Nazi Ger-
miny to establish a network of
spics to collect and transmit mili-
try intelhigence to the OSS. To
dchieve this objective, SI proposed
to establish relationships with ann-
Nazi elements, especially under-
ground lahor groups within
Germany, who had conveyed to
the OS3 tharr willingness 1o shelter
and aid agents dropped behind
enemy hines.* On 20 August 1944,

s Thed

* Memorandum from Col James Forgan, O88
Detachment, ETOUSA, to Supreme Com-
muancler. SHAEFE, 16 August 1944, Washing-
ton, DC Nagonal Archives and Records
Adnunistrauon (hercafter NARA)Y, Record
Group 220, Records of the Office of Strategic
services, Declassilication No NNDB43113

SHAEF upproved the FAUST Plan
and directed the O3S to begin work
on the project.

Recruitment of the London Free
Germans

SI was now faced with the formida-
ble task of finding agents to cover
Germany. The OS88 had already
placed spies in occupicd countries,
bt iclentifying men who would
parachute blind into the Third
Reich “without reception commuit-
tees, safe houses or friends. . who
shared a common hatred of the
Nazis™ was a challenge 10 Casey's
leadership * The pool of potential
recruits was small. Where would
the O3S lind Germin nationals in
England in their mid-to-late thir-
ties, who were conversant m the
particular dialect of cach German
city targeted and familiar with local
neighhborhoods? Even if such per-
sons existed, would they he willing
to be truined and parachured as
enenty spies into their own war-
torn country?

SI's Labor Division. led by New
York labor lawyer Arthur Gold-
berg, helped 1o meet the challenge.
Goldberg—later appointed to the
US Supreme Court by President

John ¥ Kennedy—was known at

the nme for his defense of the Chi-
cago Newspaper Guild during its
1938 strike agunst the Hearst Cor-
poranon. Joining OS$S/London in
1943, Gotdberg convinced col-
leagues and OSS director,

Gen William J. Donovan, of the

3 Joseph Persico, Prercing the Rerch The
Penetration of Mgz Germany by American
Secrel Agents Durmg WA (New York
Viking Press, 1979), p. 13



need to estibhish contact with
underground labor groups n occu-
pred and Axis countries. He
believed that rude union resis-
tance groups could be useful to the
war effort because they shared with
the Allies a common hatred of the
Nuzi regime, which had violently
dissolved labor organizations in
Germany Becausce such groups
were already mayor forces of inter-
nal resistunce behind enemy lines,
they constituted a readymade
source of valuable military and
puolitical intelligence.¢

The Labor Dvision's efforts to culti-
vate relationships with under-
ground anti-Nazi labor groups led it
to discover a potential source of

* Memo froun Arthur 1 Goldberg to Gen Wil-
lium ] Donovan, 23 February 1943, Fort Carl-
wle, PAY Archives of the Army W College,

Willlam ] Denovan Papers, Box 67, File 267,
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The OSS discovered a
source of agent recruits
right in its own backyard:
the Free Germany
Committee of Great
Britain.

29

agent recruts right in its own back-
vard: the Free Germany Commitlee
of Great Britain. Following the Ger-
man Army’s surrender at Stalingrad
in January 1943, lugh-ranking Ger-
man prisoners of war and
communist exiles had formed the
Moscow-hased National Committee
for a Free Germany. Its primary
goal was to foment anti-Nazi resis-

tance and become the nucleus of u
post-war German government. Free
Germany movements had sprung to
life in Britain, Sweden, Switzer-
land. and France, drawing upon
sizeable German ¢migré conumnuni-

m‘, . - sl ) \

Gould 1 standing, second from nght

Staff of Labor Desk, O8S/Londan, July 1944, Arnthur Goldberg s seared at far left, Joseph

i ey

0SS in Germany

ties of anti-Nazi communists,
socialists, and social democrats.
Comprising nearly one thousand
members, the Free Germuny com-
mitees served as popular front
organizations under the more-or-
less open leadership of German
communists. They supported the
Allied war effort by providing infor-
mation about conditions nsicde Naz
Germany and by calling for Ger-
mans to rise up and overthrow
Hitler.?

By September 1944, the search for
suitable agents to conduct the Ger-
man penetration missions had
intensified After learning that a
community of anu-Nuzi political
exiles with-links (o the Free Ger-
many Committee was living in the
Hampstead section of London, the
0SS Labor Division assigned the
task of initiating contact with the
group's leadership to Joseph Gould,
a taenty-nine-year-old army heu-
tenant from New York City.

Gould's prior experience in orga-
nizing trade unionists made him
well suited for the job After gradu-
ating from Columihia Universuy's
School of Journalism in 1936,
Gould had accepted a job as a
motion picture publicist in the Man-
hattun office of United Artists, the
film stuclio then owned Ty Holly-
wood screen legends Charlie
Chaplain and Douglas Fairbanks.
He later joined the Hedging east-
coast chapter of the Screen Publi-
cists Guild, which clected him its
first president in 1938, His
leadership of that white-collar wade
7 Hetke Bunger, "The Q88 and Its Coopera-
uon with e Free Germany Conunitiees,

1944-45, " Intelligence and Natwonal Sccieriy,
Volume 12, July 1997, p 131
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Joseph Gould. blending o as a avilian in
wartune London, August 194,

union proved to be quite ctfective,
The Guuld's first contract with the
film smdios doubled the weekly
pay of its members, During con-
tract renegotianons in 1940, Gould
led a picket line of guild members
outside the New York theater pre-
miering Disney's Fantasia. A better
deal for the screen publicists was
signed shortly thereafter Two years
larer, Gould enlisted m the US
Army. After completing basic train-
ing. he was assigned 1o the OSS.
He joined the stuff of the Labor
Branch in the London office in June
1944.

Dressed 1in avilian clothes, Lt
Gould roamed through London
neighborhoods in scarch of infor-
mation about the Free Germany
Committee’s UK chaprer,
Employing typical New Yorker
instincts, he decided to explore
local bookstores That hunch
yielded results when he encoun-
tered Morris Abbey, the fnendly

14
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1n November 1944, the
seven volunteers began
rigorous training under
the direction of OSS
officer Gould.

29

owner of 1 bookstore on New
Bond Street.® Abbey took an imme-
dite liking 1o Gould. He offered
him an introduction to one of his
regular customers, Dr. juergen Kuoce-
zynski, an economist whose father
was President of the Free Germany
movement.”

Prior to the outbreak of World War
11, Kuczynski had earned a doctor-
ate at the University of Heidelberg
and then studied in the United
States at the Brookings Insttution.
He returned to Germany from the
Unired States in the late 1920s t©
edit the German Commumst Party
newspaper. With the rise of Hitler,
Kuczynski went to Moscow 1n 1936
to meet with exiled German Com-
munist Pary leaders. He agreed
with their suggestion that he rejoin
his fumuly in England where his
father was a well-known professor
at the Londan School of Econont-
ics. There, he assisted his father in
founding the Free Germany Coni-
mueree of Great Britain

With a phone number supplied by
the bookseller, Gould contacted the
younger Kuczynskt and arranged to
meet with him at his Hat in Hamp-
stead. Gould wasted no time
asking for his help in recruiting

* Joseph Gould, “An 085 Officer’'s Own
W1 stonye OF Hie Seven German Agenls
and Their Frnve Labor Desk Missions into
Warnng Germany,” unpubbished memorr
(Waslunglon, DC, 1989y p 4

Y Bungerl, p 132

Free Germans to volunteer for dan-
gerous missions inside Gernany.
Kuczynski responded favorably o
Gould's request and shortly thereal-
ter sct up & meeting at 1 London
tavern to introduce Gould to four
exiled German trade uniornsts,

All four of the men had gone
underground in Germany after Hit-
ler's rise to power and later fled o
Czechoslovakia in the nud 1930s,
where they continued their work
with anti-Nazi underground resis-
tance groups The resistance
fighters faced increasing peril after
the Munich Agreement and then
the German occupatien of Czecho-
slovakia in 1939. To help out,
liberal elements within England
formed the Czech Refugee Trust
Fund. Underwritien by the British
government, the organization was
led by Liberal Party leader Lord
Layton, publisher of the Economist
and 4 leading figure in the Brittsit
House of Lords. The Czech Refu-
gee Trust Fund worked trelessly to
help refugees escape to Poland
where they received visas that
allowed them to enter the United
Kingdom, find jobs, and reseftle
with their familics. The Fund char-
tered ships to ensure safe passage
to Englancl. Tts efforts enabled over
8,000 people 1o escape Nazi perse-
cution and rhe war in Europe.'®

The exiled German trade unionists,
who were introduced o Joseph
Gould hy Juergen Kuczynski that
afternoon in late August 1944, were
beneficiaries of the Czech Refugee
Trust Fund's work, Paul Lindner, a

WElora Lewts, Red Pawn The Story of Noel
Fiefd, (New York Doubleday, 1965), pp 1160-
117



German machine turner, atrended
the meeting, along with Anton
“Tont” Ruh, Lindner's lifelong friend
from Berlin. Also in atendance was
a coal miner from the Ruhr valley
named Kurt Gruber, and Adolph
Buchholz, a metal worker from
Spandau-Berlin. At that meeting,
Gould presented them with an
opportunity o join the war effort as
0SS spies. He explained the press-
ing need of the Allies to obtain
military intelligence as they entered
Germany. Each exile who volun-
teered would be offered “overseus
agent employment contracts,”
which would provide compensit-
tion during training and the
performance of their missions, and
death benefits for their families
should they not return. According
to Joseph Gould's memoir, “The
men asked to think about these
things and to talk with others of
their group.™™

Following that first meeting, Kuc-
zynski introduced Gould to a
German refugee named Karl Kas-
tro anc told him that Kastro would
assist him with the misston recruit-
ment process. 2 With Kastro's aid,
Gould continued to meet with the
trade unionists in various homes in
Hamsptead, finding out what they
knew about current conditions
inside Nazi Germany, what con-
tacts they had, and who might
shelter them if they were to para-
chute into their homeland following
years of exile. From an initial list of
eleven potennal Free Germany
Committee recruits, seven were
chosen for the TOOL missions,

N Gould, p 5.
2Ruth Wernes, Surya'’s Report (London,
Chatto & Windus, 19913 p. 262,

0SS in Germany

Joseph Gould with TOOL nussion wrainees 4t 0SS trammng field outside London, Oclober 1944,

which were named HAMMER,
CHISEL, PICKAXE, MALLET and
BUZZSAW. In addition to Lindner,
Ruh, Buchholz, and Gruber, Gould
selected Werner Fischer, Walter
Struewe, and Emil Konhduser, Like
the first group, the latter three had
gone underground after the Nazis
destroyed the trade unions in Ger-
many: cach had grown up in the
German towns and cities that later
became the targets of their ms-
sions; and their ages ranged from
30-41, considered important to
avoid the suspicions that younger,
conscript-age males would
arouse.'® The 088 also hired Karl
Kastro to serve as a liaison with the
families of the men during their
training and deployment.

B Gould, p 6.

Mission Training

In November 1944, the Free Ger-
many Committee volunteers began
rigorous training under the direc-
tion of Lt. Gould, who had been
designated the OSS training officer
for the TOOL missions With the
exception of parachute training at
Ringway Airfield, the agent recruits
were able to live at home with their
families 1n the Hampstead section
of London. They commuted daily to
the OSS mission training school 1n
Ruislip, where they attended brief-
ings dealing with a wide range of
subjects related to their missions.
Mondays were devoted to learming
order of battle; Wednesdays
focused on how to deal with elite
Waffen-55 troops and military
patrols, Fridays were for studying
maps and reconnaissance photos
taken by the US Air Force, show-
ing the exact location within
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Conditions Inside Germany as Reported by TOOL Mission Agents Infiltrated into German
POW Camps Outside London in Early 1945

On the prospect of losing the war

Out of fear of physical harm from other POWs, the German captives publicly expressed therr faith in the Fuhrer and
the secret weapons thut they believed would enable Germany to turn around the tide of war. Privitely, however. most
admitted that the war was lost. Nonetheless, all sull believed thar the German seldier was a superior fighter, who
simply could not overcome the vast material superiority of the Alhed armices.

When Allied bombers would fly over the camps en route to Germany, the POWs would bemoan the destruction of
their homeland. Through conversations about the effects of the bombing raids, the Free German agents were able (o
learn abour the wartime fate of the towns in which their families still lived and the areas inte which they would soon
be inserted.

On the morale of the German Army

The infilrated agents heard again and agam ahout the failure of leadership exhibited by commanding officers on the
fronr lines. The POWs repeatedly called them cowards who would run for shelter inside manks ar the first shot, leaving
their men to fight without direction. Often mentioned in this connection was the clecisive battle on the plains of Kursk,
when Soviet roops drove the German Army out of Russin n the spring of 1944, Some claimed that their superiors
would surrender positions in the ficld to induce capture, rather than repel the enemy and then have o return home
to the conditions in Germany. According to one POW, a field commander even refused a private plane sent by Hitler,
instead surrendering his unit to an Allied army officer rather than report back to the Fuhrer

On the persecution of the Jews

When the subject of the Nazi persecution of European Jews came up, almost all of the captured POWs knew thar the
Allies would hold Germany responsible for the Holocaust. Most chilling was the predominant view in the camp that
the Nazis should have wated unnl military victory was attuined before exterminating the Jews. This, according to one
POW, would have enabled Germany to aveid “bringing the Jews of the USA and England into the frontline against us.”

All of the POWs knew of the “slave hells,” where Jews and foreigners were worked to death. According to Lindner,
when he tried to elicit conversation about the death camps, “the POWs would smile back with o knowing glance and
a twinkle of the eye that said. vour fow yourself and I needin 't tell vour.” To one Free German, the feelings expressed
on this subject by the German POWs demonstrated what “rwelve years of Nazi education had taught the younger
generation: education for murder ”

POW cage reports submitted by TOOL aussion agents are found in NARA, RG 226: Records of the OSS 148, Box 101, File 1740-
42: Records of the O8S 210, Box 47, File 915; and Record of the OSS 210, Box 298, File 12123,
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Germany where they would be
dropped. ™ According to a historian
who interviewed Joseplh Gould
about this period, “His students
were a pleasure to their mnstruc-
tors—serious, hardworking, quick,
ready with original ideas.” s

The Free Germans also worked on
ihe development of their cover sto-
ries and reviewed documents
contaning information on under-
ground resistance contacts and
safehouse addresses in the Ger-
man cities that their missions
targeted. As their departure dates
grew closer, the O35S Schools and

Training Division subjected them 1o

so-called “cover quizzes” to see 1f
they had internalized their mission
idenuues The agents also were
outfirted at refugee clothing depots,
which were stocked with garments
manufiactured in Germany or coun-
tries under German occupation.

To provide the recruits with a fresh
feel for condiuons in the German
towns and cities they had fled vears
earlier, some of them were infil-
trated into German prisoner-of-wur
camps nutintuined outsidle London
by the US Army. This part of the
program was emotionally difficult
for the exiles, but the camps
proved to be a great training
ground, enabling them to live their
cover stories and develop addi-
tional details to improve upon
them. Beginning in early 1945,
Lindner, Buchholz, and Struewe
were inconspieucusly placed inside
the POW compounds where they

B Declassified CIA files, OS5 Schools and
Tratnung Division, 19+44-45, NARA, Record
Group (hereafter RGy 220, Records of the
O8S 148, Bax 102. Folder 1751-1753
B Persico, Prercing the Retch, p 168

mingled for days before quietly
slipping out with OSS aid. After-
wurd, they submitted detailed
reports on the valuable informa-
pon they had obtained from quiet
conversdation with the Gernun
prisoners,

Covert Commmuinications

Another mportuant aspect of the
Free Germans™ mission training
dealt with technology In carly
1943, the OS8S formed a1 Communi-
cations Group to develop
equipment for rransmirting military
intelligence from behind enemy
hines. One of the OSS radic opera-
tors heard about the work of a New

Jersey inventor, Al Gross, who had

designed a buttery-powered, hand-
held “walkie-talkie.” Gross, who
was later hailed as a pioneer in
wireless personal communication
technology. was invited by the OSS
to demonstrate his invention to
Gen. Donovan in Washington, 16
The meeting was so successful that
Donovan recruited him into the
0SS and made him a captain.

Capt. Gross collaborated with two
scientists from RCA Laboratories
recruited by the OSS—Li. Cdr.
Stephen Simpson and DeWirtt R.
Goddard, Their work led to the
development of the battery-pow-
ered Jouan-Eleanor (*J/E™
transnutter-recewver that resembled
a modern-day cell phone: it

1 Business Darly (20 July 2000) repored that
Al Grass recerved the Lemelson-Massachu-
setrs Insttute of Technology Lifetume
Achievement Award for invenuon and inno-
vanon For uther mbutes and accomplish-
ments, see the obiluany for Gross in the Los
dAngeles Tumes, 14 July 2001

OSS in Germany

Al Gross and the J/E ransmitier-receiver
usedd Dy the TOOL pussion agents Dehined
cenemy lines,

measured six inches, weighed only
three pounds. and was equipped
with a collapsible antenna. Each of
the Free Germany Comimitiee
agents was trained to operate the
J/E transmitter, which uulized very
high radio frequencies. This
enabled them to orally transmit mil-
itary intelligence from the ground
1o plancs hovering over Europe
without detection by German Army
shortwave rudio operators. The
Free Germans were also trained to
decipher coded messages that
would be rransmitted to them
behind enemy lines through the
British Broadcasting Corporation
(BBC) radio programs in German,
They were instructed to listen to
BBC broadcasts to learn the time
and location of supply drops and
J/E transmissions 1o confuse Ger-
man radio operators, the OSS
instructed the BBC to play alter-
nate hars of Sindlings classical

17
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music compaosition Rustles of
spring as a signal to the Free Ger-
many Committee agents that
mussion-related informanon would
shortly be conveved to them.

Moving Up the Timetable

In late December 1944, the seven
Free Germans murked the
Christmas season—and the nud-

~ point of their rraining—with a gala
holiday dinner ar Paul Lindner's
home. Lt. Gould artended and
joined the recruits and their wives
and children in singing Christmas
songs in German.'7 Here, at a nme
when the machinery of the Holo-
caust was running full-blast
murdering Europe’s lews, an oasis
of admiration-and mutual respect
wus heginning to tlourish between
a Jewish US Army officer and his
seven German recrutts who shared
a common goil: the destruction of
Nazi Germany.

One last desperate thrust by Hit-
ler’s army. however, dampened
holiday spirits and underscored the
need to jumpstart the OSS penetra-
ton campaign. Known as the Battle
of the Bulge. the German counter-
offensive through the Ardennes
Forest in Belgium in late Decem-
ber 1944 has been described as
“the first and only serious reverse
suffered by the Allied armies in
their sweep from Normandy to the
Rhine." ™ Tronically, a cabal against
0SS director Donovan by military
intelligence, which had intensified

T Persen, Prercing the Reich, p 169, Gould,
P13

WCharles VI von Lutnichaw, “The German
Countereffensive in the Ardennes,” United
Stettos Army i World War I, Ch 20

18
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[Despite concerns about
the recruits’ leftist
politics,] Donovan was
reported to have said
later that he would ‘put
Stalin on the OSS payroll
if it would help defeat
Hitler.’

29

after the Normandy 1nvasion, had
culminated in the expulsion of the
08s detachment from the First US
Army Group just prior to the Ger-
man atrack, As a result of poor
intelligence, combined with heavy
fog in Belgium that hid the Ger-
man military buildup, the attack
came as 4 complete surprise, earn-
ing a reputation as “the Pearl
Harhor™ of the European Theater.

The Ardennes Forest attack, which
brought the Allied offensive tempo-
rarily to a halt and cost the
American and British Armies over
70,000 casualtes, intensified pres-
sure from SHAEF on the OSS to
launch the penetration muss1ons
into Germauny. The Reich’s action
resulted “in the acute awareness
thar Allied forces were going into
Germany blind and 1n a genuine
appreciation of the intelligence thut
had been extracted from the
{French underground) both before
and after the (D-Day) invasion. And
it caused an immediate demand for
tactical intetligence (from high
ranking military leaders).”® With

WJoseph Persico, Rooseevit's Secret War FDR
cirtd Worled War I tispionage (New Yotk Ran-
dom Hause, 2001), pp. 301-62

I Aacpherson, p 172 (citing the O58's “Final
Report on 81 Operations™ Accordmg o
Joseph Gould, the need for this intelhigence
was speafically demanded by US Army Gen-
erals Patton and Parch and UK Gen Wilson
See Gould, pp 7-8

only three active OSS agents inside
the Reich, the pressure on Casey to
get more spies into Germany began
to mount.*! As the Allies repelled
the offensive and began to dnve
Hitler's armmes back into Germany,
the Free Germans selected for the
OSS mission o Berlin completed
thetr training.

Political Complications

At the last moment, un unexpected
challenge to the proposed utiliza-
non of the Free Germans arose
within the OSS. Some intelligence
officials argued that the Free Ger-
many Committees were no more
than western subsicliaries of the
Moscow-based National Committee
for a Free Germany. As the commit-
tees continued to proliferate in
Western European countries, the
State Department, the FBI, and con-
servative clements within the OSS
suspected uan “international Mos-
cow line.” a coordinated plan
issued from Moscow to Bolshevize
Germany after the end of the war. 2
One OSS officer within ST “found
the prospect of arming Reds and
posinoning them where they could
grasp power in Germany to be
naive."2* 5T director Casey also
expressed reservations, because of
the strong objections raised by Brir
ish military intelligence. Labor
Division Chief Arthur Goldberg,
however, opposed Casey on this
issue,

The matter was brought to Gen.
Donovan for resolution. Although

B Macpherson, p, 176
“Bungen. p 132
FPersico, Frercing the Reich, p 106



Donovan was a Republican and a
Wall Street lawyer with impeccable
establishment credentials, he found
Goldberg’s legal arguments more
persuasive. In purticular, Goldberg
asserted that the “letrer and spirit of
the 1942 Joint Chiefs of Staff char-
ter that created the OSS had
expressly referenced the potential
enlistment of irregular forces in
fighting the war.”* Donovan's ulti-
mate decision to overrule Casey
reflected his pragmatism in seeking
assistance from anvone who could
help the Allies defeat Nazi Ger-
many. He was reported to have
said later that he would “put Stalin
on the OSS payroll if it would help
defeat Hitler.”2 On 22 February
1945, Donovan told Casey to issue
a directive ordering the use of the
Free Gennans as OSS contract
agents. All that remained was an
order to go On 1 March 1945, the
order arrived—Casey sent word o
Gould that the first mission to Ber-
lin should be dispatched
immediately.

The HAMMER Mission

Of the five TOOL missicns, the
HAMMER team was the first one
sent into Germany and the one that
achieved the most historical signifi-
cance, mainly because it drove
“deeper into the Reich than any
other mission before ... to Ber-
lin.”* The Free Germans chosen for
this mussion—Paul Lindner and
Anton “"Toni" Ruh—were close
friends who had worked together
in the anti-Nazi underground. Both

HGould, p 7
*Persico, Fiercing the Reieh, p 167
W ibed | po A7l
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Paul Lindner tlefo) and Anton *Tom™ Ruh, just hefore the launch of the HAMMER
mussion. London, February 1945

were ordinary workingmen who
found themselves needed to per-
form a secret mission that could

make 2 difference in ending the

war,

Paul Lindner had just reached his
3dth birthday on the evening that
Lt. Gould accompanied him and
Ruh to Wartton Airfield for the flight
into Germany. Born in Berlin, Lind-
ner grew up in a traditional social
democratic howsehold and hacl
become acove 1n the German labor
movement at an early age. By his
18th birthday, he was already well
known for his work as an orga-
nizer of the German Metal Workers’
Union. In 1930, Lindner spoke out
publicly against the Nazi Party's
proposal for labor conscription of
German youth. His efforts helped
to sway public opmion against the

plan, earning him a plice on the
Nazi Party's enemies’ list, In 1932,
Nazi stormtroopers laid an ambush
near his parents” home and
attacked and heat him. A year later,
after Hitler's appointment as Chan-
cellor, Lindner was arrested and
taken by Nazi thugs to a harracks
where he wus beaten and tortured
for nearly 12 days; he suffered bro-
ken teeth and permanent kidney
damage 77 ITis spirit and determina-
tion to fight the Nazis remained
intact, however, as he bravely con-
tinued his underground trade union
resistance work

7 Apphcanon for Internment Release from
Paul Lindner to Under Secretary of State of
UK Aliens Deparunent, 3 August 1941,

NABRA, RG 226, Records of the 088 115, Box
101, File 1740-42
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After recovening from his injuries 1in
a Berlin hospital, Lindner orga-
nized a hiking club to serve as a
cover for his underground work
with the League of Labor Youth.

By 1933, he had trained over

400 young Germans in the basics of
underground resistance work.** He
also continued distribuung ano-Nazi
leaflets, painting anti-Nazi slogans
on public street corners, and pro-
viding aid o fumilies whose
breadwinners had disappeared into
the first concentration camps. Inevi-
tably, Lindner surfaced on the
Gestapo’s radar screen In 1935, he
fled Berlin for Czechoslovakia
There he posed as a ski instructor
to mask the illegal polical work he
continued to perform for the under-
ground trade union resistance. For
the next tiree years, Lindner
helped Jews fleeing Nazi persecu-
tion 1o escape across the border
into Czechoslovakia and collected
information on secret German nuli-
tary installations tor the Czech
Army.*

As Lindner's activities became more
difficult to conceal, he secured a
UK visa—in 1939— through the
Czech Relugee Trust Fund and
arrived in the small English 1own of
Chatham He received aid from the
local Youth Refugee and Relief
Counsel. an organization formed by
anti-fascist sympathizers to help
German refugees adjust o life in
England. He then met and soon fedl
in love with Marnorie Andrews, a

b

Profile of Paul Lindner. compuled by Us
Army Lt Joseph Gould, OS5 Labor Division,
December 194, NARA, RG 226, Reconds of
the OSs 148, Box 101, File 1740-42, also.
Records of the OS5 115, Rox «i3. File 363
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volunteer with the Labor Party
League of Youth who tutored him
in Enghish.

Following the invasion of Belgium
and Holland by the Nazis in Muy
1940, Lindner was deported to
Ottawa, Canada, where he was
interned with other German politi-
cal refugees. By late 1941, the
Brtish had relocated him to an
internment camp off the coast of
England on the Isle of Man Shorty
thereafter, British immigrauon offi-
cials accepted his application to be
released Upon his release, Lindner
could have sat out the wur with
other German refugees. Tnstead, he
chose a different path and returned
to England, still fiercely committed
to fighting the Nazi regime. Lind-
ner and Marnjorie Andrews finally
were married in May 1942 and
moved o the Hampstead secton of
Loncon. He soon obutined employ-
ment as a machine wrner for a
British firm. While continuing to
build ves with Hampstead's grow-
iy community of Free Germany
Committee exiles, Lindner waited
for an opportunity to rejoin what
had now become a global struggle
to destroy Hitler

Anton “Toni” Ruhl's journcy from
underground resistance fighter to
0S8 secret agent also equipped him
with skills nceded for the HAM-
MER mission, A Berlin native like
Lindner, he had trained as o printer
and lithographer He started doing
illegal political work with Lindner,
hut was arrested and held for
neardy six months ungil his release
in early 1934. Ruh sought refuge in
Czechoslovakia after the Gestapo

discovered a politeal leaflet shop
he was operating secretly 1in Berlin

While residing in Prague, Ruh con-
tinued to smuggle leaflets into
Germany. During this penod,
despite being hunted by the
Gestapo, he returned to Berlin on
six occasions 1o deliver forged
passports to help Jews and other
political dissidents flee Hitler's
regime. After Germany occupicd
Czechoslovakia in 1938, the Nazis
declared Ruh a political fugitive.
Able to evade capture, he fled to
England, with the wd of the sanmwe
Czech underground that had
assisted Lindner.

Ruh settied in London briefly, but,
like Lindner, was interned by the
British government in June 1940.
Deported, he lived in Australia until
November 1941 Upon his return,
he reunited with his wife Eliza-
beth, resumed work as a welder for
a Britsh tirm. and began raising a
family. Ruli was fluent in Czech
and English anc spoke the Berlin
dialect, characteristics that strength-
encd his suitability for the mission
alwead . #

Undercover in Berlin

On 2 March 1945, Lt. Gould over-
saw the dispatch of the HAMMER
team, One historian has character-
ized Gould as the ' mother hen™ of
the HAMMER nussion agents. While

»afemorandum from Lt Juseph Gould o
BACH Unit. 3 December 1944 All of the
mnformation on the HAMMER mission was
diawn from interrogatuons and mission
reports found i NARA RG 226, Reconds of
the O8S 148, Box 101



driving Lindner and Ruh to Watton
Airfield where they would be flown
out and parachuted into the Berlin
areq, Gould recalled being both-
cred by the sensation that he was
living through a movie scenari.™3!
In both his memoir and interviews
with historians, Gould described
thar night as being very emotional
because he “had committed the
professional sin of growing too
close to these men,”* As they
boarded the plane, Lindner and
Ruh were casrying their [/E trans-
mitters and forged “work orders”
documenting their status as skilled
defense workers exempt from mili-
tary service. After taking deep
swills of hrandy from Gould's flask,
they shook hands and were off
Four hours later, the mission air-
craft, battered by German anti-
direraft fire. returned to Watton Air-
field with the news that Lindner
and Ruh had parachuted safely into
a clear moonlit evening. The mis-
sion o Berlin was in.#

Declassified HAMMER mission files
and interviews with surviving rela-
tives of the HAMMER agents
provide an extraordinary window
into the life of ordinary Berlin resi-
dents trying to sunive the final
days of chaos that marked the
death raitle of the Nazi regime.
After landing in a field abowt

30 miles ouside the city, Lindner
and Ruh burted their weapons and
communications gear. They walked
to a nearby station where they
were able to catch a rain to down-
town Berlin Because of blackouts,
the trains were dark as well as

M Persico, Prercoig e Reich, p 174
32 ffned
B fored
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After taking deep swills

of brandy from Gould’s

flask, Lindner and Ruh

shook hands and were
off [to Berlin].
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overcrowded, enabling the HAM-
MER team to go unnoticed in these
tense early moments of the mus-
sion. Although they came prepared
to make contact with a member of
the underground resistance, the
darkness and late hour made it
unsafe to contirm the address.
Instead, Lindner and Ruh invoked
the mission’s contingency plan and
sought shelter with Lindner's par-
ents, whom he had not seen since
1935. While Paul Lindner, Sr., and
his wife Freeda had received let-
ters from their son during his
internment in Canada, they were
completely unprepared for whart
became one of the special
moments of the HAMMER mis-
sion—the reuniting of the Lindner
Famnily.

They arrived to find the Lindner
home miraculously untouched by
Allied bombs. Lindner tapped on
front-door window. The noise
awakened his parents. Marjorie
Lindner later recounted that the
elder Lindners, still fearful of politi-
cal reprisals, did not at first believe
that it really was their son who had
returned after ten long vears. ™
Finally, concluding thar enly Paul
could answer their very personal
questons, the parents joyously wel-
comed him. Lindner later recalled
his mother's emotional cmbrace

HAarjone Lindner, wife of HAMMER nussion
agent Paul Lindner, Telephone Intervicw
from Berlin, 10 March 2001

0SS in Germany

Paul Lindner, Sr, at home with dauglier
Inge tsister of Paul Lindner) in Berlin, 1938

and her telling him that she “knew
that he would come home and fight
the Nazis one day!” In a city over-
flowing with households filled with
sorrow, this unexpected and very
emonienal reunion ol mother and
son after ten years in exile wis
especially poignant

The HAMMER agents spent the [irst
week of the nussion with Lindner's
fanuly while quietly familiarizing
themselves with the barely beating
pulse of war-ravaged Berlin
Diespite the extensive time they had
spent developing their cover sto-
ries, both Lindner and Ruh decided
to remain illegal and not use their
work puapers, because they felt that
the papers would impede therr abil-
ity 1o execute the mission. Mission
ohjectives remained the same: to
collect strategically important infor-
mation for transmussion 1o the O8S
via the J/E transmitter.

The agents' next destination also

resulied in a family reunion, this
time with Ruh’'s sister. Ter
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opposuion o Hitler's regime had
never wavered in his absence. Lind-
ner and Ruh eagerly sought
information about old friends who
might help with their mission, but
sadly found out that all had been
killed in action or died in concen-
tration camps. On 8 March, the
agents returned to therr landing
point to retrieve their weapons and
the J/E communicanons equipment
that was stored inside their gas
musks. They carned cigarettes and
coffee, which they used o barer
for food, including hartering for a
live sheep that they slaughtered
and ate that night Every evening,

_they lhistened to the BBC's German-
language broadcasts 10 learn the
dates for I/E transnmussions and sup-
ply drops at locations outside
Berlin.

While walking through Berlin, the
HAMMER agents were often accom-
panied by Lindner’s father. His
strong identification papers enabled
the agents to remain above suspi-
cion Some of the information
eventually transmitted to the OSS
came from one of Lindner's favor-
ite teachers whom he sought out
and found at his home The night
of 14 March when the two mer,
however, brought more Allied
bombing, which rendered it impos-
sible to make cortact with the
Allied planes that they knew were
coming to drop supphes and
receive J/E transmissions. More-
over, the Nazi regime had imposed
stiff controls n a last-ditch etfort to
force Berliners ro stay and defend
the city. No one could safely slip
out of Berlin.

On 26 Murch. the HAMMER mis-
sion made successful contact with
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Incessant Allied
bombings circamscribed
their every move.
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an Allied plane hovering over Ger-
many and transmitted criticully
important miliary intelligence deal-
ing with German troop movements,
the location of operational muni-
tions factories, and the sinking
morale of the German people. In
his memoir, ST chief Casey noted
that a “hig breakthrough had been
achieved from the intelligence
viclded by the HAMMER team [from
this J/E transmission), including
important air-target data on a still-
functioning power plant that kept
key factonies running. ..as well as
derail on the importance of 1 Ber-
lin transportation net and
suggestons of key spots where
[Allied] bombs could disrupt it.”35
Collecning that information over the
prior two weeks had tested the lim-
its of the survival skills of the
HAMMER agents. Incessant Allied
bombings circumscribed their every
move. In order to avoid suspicion,
Lindner and Ruh moved through a
maze of public bomb shelters.
Often, they had to break up fights
berween Berliners whose nerves
were frayving from the unending air
assaults.

Mission Threatened

Durnng Lindner's exile from his
Funily, his sister Tnge had married a
young soldier named Hans Got-
twald Gotrwald had never met his

SWillum J. Casey, The Secret War Ageinst
Huler Washington, DC Regnery Publishing,
1983), pp 196-199

brother-in-law. After the 26 March
transmission, Gotrwald showed up
at the Lindner home unexpectedly.
He had been granted leave from his
unit as a reward for destroying a
Russian tank, an action that earned
him the Iron Cross The discovery
that his brother-in-law had returned
to Germany as an enemy agent led
o an intense all-night dialogue
hetween Gotwald and Lindner and
Rulh, which nearly threatened the
lives of the agenes—and the sur-
vival of the HAMMER nussion,

Much to Lindner's relief, however,
Gotewald turned out to be "more
good soldier than Nazi® and
responded positively to the agents'
passionilte arguments against the
Nazi regune and Hider's barbar-
ism.¥ Gottwald apparently recalled
his own terrible experiences wit-
nessing the carnage on the eastern
front and began to question
whether he owed his loyalty to the
Fuhrer or to his family. This self-
examination ultimately led to his
decision to abandon his unit and
not report Lindner and Ruh to mili-
tary authoritics. which would have
meant their immediare execution
for reason Having decided to
remain with his family, Gotrarald
henefited from Lindner's document-
forging skills. which were used to
copy the stamp of Gottwald's Pan-
zer unit and imprint an extension
on his leave papers The
documents passed muster when
checked the next day dunng a visit
to a German Army field office. Got-
twuld was now part of the
HAMMER team.

*Marjone Lindner, Telephone Interview
7 Perswcw. Prercing the Reich, p 212,



Contacting the Resistance

Lindner and Ruh did not parachute
into Germany completely blind;
they had been supplied with a ros-
ter of contacts in the underground
resistance provided by the Free
Germany Committee in France.
One contact was u female denost
named Margarit, whom Ruh ini-
tiadly approuched under the guise
of secking treatment for a painful
tooth. She and her husband later
sheltered Ruh and provided him
with valuable intelligence about
Berlin defenses. Other members of
the resistance supplied similarly
important information, which was
sent to the OSS during a second J/E
transmission on 8 April,

In early April, the HAMMER agents
had an encounter with 1 German
patrol that nearly cost them their
lives, On Easter Sunday, Lindner
and Ruh received a message
through the BBC that food sup-
plies were to be dropped at a
contact point some 30 kilometers
narthwest of Berlin. When they
arnved at the location, Allied
planes failed to respond to the
messages they sent through their
J/E transmitter. They wound up
spending the night in an open field.
At dawn, they awoke to find
themsclves surrounded by German
Army troops! After gathering their
gear, the HAMMER agents began to
wialk quietly through the woods
toward a nearby radroad station.
Suddenly, they were stopped by a
licutenant from the Herman Gor-
ing Division, who asked 10 see
their papers

Almost certainly having endured
similarly tense moments during
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An encounter with a
German patrol nearly
cost them their lives.
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their pre-exile days with the Berlin
underground, Lindner and Ruh
were prepared for such siruations.
According o the debriefing tran-
scripts, both men routnely carried
duty laundry in their duffel bags to
make it appear as if they were just
arriving from outsicle the city to
help with the defense of Berlin.
They used Ruh's dirty underwear as
a prop in a “Laurel and Hardy” rou-
tine that thev devised to escape
encounters with German patrols.

When the German soldier asked to
see their papers, Lindner pulled out
his Nazi Party membership card
and work orders. While examining
them, the lieutenant asked to see
Ruh’s papers and the contents of
his bag, which contained the J/E
transmatter and incriminating docu-
ments. Playing to the German
soldier's “master race” ndoctrina-
tion, Paul informed him that his
friend was a dumb Czech who did
not understand German and that he
would have wanslate the soldier’s
mnstructions. This bought the HAM-
MER agents time to prepare their
weadpons, which they almost cer-
tainly would have to use. The
German officer, however, grew
exasperated with Rub's snail-like
search for his papers as he emp-
ned one dirty sock after another
and finally let them go. Having
averted a close call, the HAMMER
team continued on its way and
caught a train back to Berlin.

0SS in Germany

Mission Finale

During the second wegk of April,
conditions in Berlin continued to
hamper the HAMMER weam's abil-
1wy to respond (o requests from the
OSS. via the BBC, for more military
intelligence. Incessant Russian artil-
lery fire combined with the Allicd
bombing raids caused chaos in the
streets. Ruh had been staying with
Margarit, the dentist, and had hid-
den his J/E equupment inside her
home. When the district around her
house became the object of fierce
fighting between Russian and Ger-
man troops, Ruh was forced to
return to the Lindner family home.

With the noose tightening around
Berlin, the HAMMER mission wis
about to end—but not before some
of the mission's most extraordinary
events. On 22 April, the team
received a coded BBC message
from the OSS requesting that onc of
them cross over the battle lines and
turn himself in to a Soviet Army
officer The other was to stay
behind until American troops
arrived n Berlin, Because Berlin
defenses manned by German Army
troops had closed off all avenues of
escape out of the city, Lindner and
Ruh decided to remain with his
family until Russian troops reached
the Neukdlln district. They did nor
have long to wair. The Soviet Army
achieved a major breakthrough in
the Battle of Berlin two days later,
Armies commanded by Generals
Zhukov and Konev met in the
southern suburbs of Berlin and
encircled the roops of the German
oth Army Bitter street fighting
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broke out in the eastern and
southern dhstricts of the capital #

The HAMMER team, along with
Gaottwald. the elder Lindner, ancd
other friends, took par in the fight-
ing when they came upon a battle
involving Russian troops trving to
stop German soldiers from blow-
ing up a bridge near the town of
Baumschulenbrucke, not far from
the Lindner family home. With
weuapons having been ohtained just
the duay before for Lindner's father
and brother-m-law, the whole ream
opened fire, More Russian soldiers
arnved to join the hattle and started
firing on Lindner's group, but
stapped after realizing that they
were anti-Nazi partisans, The Ger-
man soldiers were disarmed and
taken prisoner by the Soviet Army
The HAMMER team also deacti-
vated explosives set by the German
Army, preventing destrucuon of the
bridge that would have hindercd
the advance of Soviet tanks. The
Russiun troops thanked them for
their help. The HAMMER mission
had now mided both American and
Sovier armies in support of the
Allied cause,

Shortly thereafter, Lindner and Ruh
decided to end the HAMMER
mission by reporting themselves as
American soldwers to a Russian
officer named Capt Martov. In the
chimate of fear and suspicion that
marked the chuotic final days of the
wir, howcever, the Sovier Army
refused their explanation and
placed the HAMMER agents under
arrest. Upon searching therr

*Lan Kershawe, Fltler, Nemesis 1936-19-45
(New York WW Norton and Cempany.
20000, p R0Y
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In the climate of fear and
suspicion that marked
the chaotic final days of
the war, the Soviet Army
... placed the HAMMER
agents under arrest.
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belongings, the Russians discov-
cred OSS codebooks that they fel
should have been handed over
voluntarily, The agents were sub-
jected to harsh interroganon.
Moreover, they angered Martov by
claiming to have witnessed Soviet
soldiers brutalizing German civil-
ians und asking for protecnon from
retribution by other Russian troops.
According 1o the dJebriching tran-
seripts, Martov reacted especally
harshly to this accusation of mis-
conduct and threatened to imprison
Lindner and Ruh as enemies of the
state,

Unable to convince the Russians
that they were OSS agents, Lindner
and Ruh remained in Soviet cus-
tody for the next two months.
Moved repeatedly throughout Ger-
many, they were finally released o
US Army personnel near Leipzig on
16 June 1945 From there, the
HAMMER agents were flown (o
Paris where they were extensively
debriefed

The Other TOOL Missions

Of the remaining TOOL opera-
tions. the PICKAXE mission
recorded the most impressive
results ¥ The two men who led the
mission were the oldest of the
seven Free Germans. They had just
reached their 409 birthdays when

dispatched into southern Germany
near Munich on 4 April 1945

Walter Struewe was born in
Bielefeld, Germany, in 1904, His
path to recruitment as an Q88
secret agent was similar to that of
the HAMMER agents After appren-
ticing in the building construction
tracles from 1921 through 1933,
Struewe had gone underground 10
continue illegal political work in
Frankfurt with other construction
trade unionists. He had also
become a leading figure i the
Rhineland branch of the German
Communist Party. In 1937, he fed
o Czechoslovakia, having learned
that a co-worker had disclosed his
identity during torture by the
Gestapo. Suuewe eluded the
Gestpo's pursuit by fleeing across
the Poiish border on skis in April
1939. Later he obtaned a British
visa with the aid of the Czech Refu-
gee Trust Pund After a bref period
of internment in the same camp on
the sle of Man where Paul Lindner
had been held, Struewe was
released. He later sertled in
Manchester and joined the Free
German League of Culture.

Unlike his fellow agents. Emil
Konhiuser spent two years in the
Dachau concentration camp from
1933-1935. Born in Bavaria, Kon-
hauser had ained in the
construction trides, After his
release from incarceration, he
worked briefly with construction
crews building the Autobahn, Ger-
many's superhighway. Konhauser's
role in the underground resistance

*Information on the PICKAXE nussion is
drawn hom documents in, NARA. RG 226,
Records of the O35 210, Hoxes 295 and 298,
Fades 12123 and 11090



forced him o seck exile in Czecho-
slovakia in 1933 Until 1938, he
worked with the Political Refugees
Comnittee 1n Prague where he
continued, as he later noted on his
0SS application, “helping victims of
Nazi terror.” With the aid of the
Czech Refugee Trust Fund, Kon-
hauser secured passage to England
and resettled 1n London

After living in cosmopolitan
England for several years, the mem-
bers of the PICKAXE tean must
have felt that their first moments
back in Germany were like a time-
travel episode from the Twight
Zone. Struewe and Konhiluser
found themselves on the outskints
of Landshut, a southern German
city near Munich, which was over-
flowing with foreign workers and
war refugees. Realizing thart the city
was fur too crowded to find shel-
ter, they souglhit a hiding place in
the woods. After burying their com-
munications equipment beneath a
makeshift hur and covering it with
ruin gear, the agents walked back
intoe Landshut and mingted anony-
mously with the local population.

Based on their conversations in
town, Strucwe and Konhiiuser
decided to remain 1llegal and not
utilize their munitions work force
documents, Evidently, the German
Army was constantly moving the
foreign workers conscripted from
occupied countries. Had the PICK-
AXE team been swept up in these
forced evacuations, the mission
would have been cut short. Given
the valuable mihtary intelligence
that the operation later yielded, this
proved to be a wise decision 50,
with an abundance of

authentic-looking ratien cards,
Struewe and Konhiiuser stocked
their forest hut with food and spent
the next three weeks on the ground
collecung informaton. During thar
time, they were also able o per-
suacle the local population not o
answer the call of German Army
officers for volunteers to help
defend the city as Allied armues
approached.

During the course of nine J/E trans-

"missions from 4 April through

1 May 1945, the PICKAXE agents
funneled massive amounts of infor-
mation—on rail and road traffic,
communication centers, and roop
movements—to waiting arcraft,”
In his report to the Jont Chiefs of
Staff on the German penetration
nmussions, Gen. Donovan refer-
enced vne of the PICKAXE team’s
most notable achievements: wans-
mittal of the precise location of 4
Landshut railroad depot that was
cnabling the movement of German
troops. Thus intelligence led to the
destruction of the depot the next
day, 16 April, bv the Eighth Air
Force. Struewe and Konhauser con-
firmed the strike’s accuracy that
night with their J/E transmitter, The
0S8 later received a commenda-
uon from the Air Force on behalf of
the PICKAXE team for their effec-
tive work behind enemy lines. !

The Allied military command was
also seeking intelligence on
whether rumors about a so-called
“National Redoubt” were true.
Many believed that Hiller was

Wasey, p 200

i Jurgen Hewdeking, American hitelligence
cand German Resisteoiee o Hitter (Boulder,
CO Wesiview Press, 1996). p 404
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planning to retreat into an arca of
southern Germany that encom-
passed almost twenty thousand
square miles of mountins and
organize a last stand. A new type ol
commandao unit, called Were-
wolves, was reportedly planning 10
engage n a guerilla war with Allied
armies to force a negotiated peace
with the German government,
Allied intelligence in Switzerland
was warning that a kurge supply of
munitions and poison gas was
being stockpuled in underground
tunnels connecting strongpoints
within this “alpme fortress.™- The
reports transiitted by Strucwe and
Konhiuser, together with informa-
tion from other OSS operatives in
the area, confirmed thar the
"National Redoubt” was a myth
The PICKAXE team found ne evi-
dence pointing to any German
ability o mount a serious resis-
tance 1n the Bavarian mountains, ™
With the war in Europe coming to
an end, Stuewe and Konhiluser
were recovered by US military
intelligence personnel and under-
went extensive debricfing in Paris,
before returning to London in July
1945

None of the other TOOL missions
vielded useful military intelligence.
The agents who led the missions
etther met untimely deaths or were
captured and held by Soviet troops.
Kurt Gruber (CHISEL mussion) wis
killed when the US Air Force plane
carrying him to his destination n
the Ruhr Valley crashed in bad
weather on 19 March 1945, Werner

2 Ada Petrova, The Death of Hitler, The Full
Stony with New Ewvdence from Sccret Russem
Archies (New York, W W Norton & Co,,
1995)

A Casey. p. 200
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Ursula Kuczynskl. aka Ruth Werner

Fischer (BUZZSAW). after being
dropped near his hometown of
Leipzig on 7 April 1945, 1s believed
to have been executed by Russian
soldiers who probably mistook him
for the enemy. Adolf Buchholz
(MALLET), purachuted into Berlin
on 10 April 1945, but found him-
self in the middle of a gunfight
between German and Soviet troops
durning the final days of the war. He
was captured by the Russians and
held with other German officers
until his release to Joseph Gould in
Berlin in November 1945,

Years Later, A Strange Twist

Almost immediately after the war
ended 1n May 1945, Joseph Gould
wus transferred to occupied Berlin
ro serve with the Office of Military
Government. He remained there
until hus honorable discharge from
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In 1990, Gould traveled to
Berlin ... [and] sought
information on the fate
of the surviving Free
German agents.
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the US Army 1in 1946, when he
returned to his family in suburban
New York and resumed his career
in the film industry As the Cold
War intensified, Gould lost touch
with the surviving agents of the
TOOL missions, who had returned
to Germany in 1946, In 1975, he
came across an interview with Juer-
gen Kuczynski in the Wall Street

Journal and initiated correspon-

dence with the German economntist.
At that time, Kuczynski was living
in East Berlin and was a writer and
economic adviser to East German
President Erich Honecker,

The end of the Cold War in 1989
made it easier for Gould to con-
sider visiting Germany for the first
time since his US Army discharge.
In August 1990, he raveled o Ber-
lin and enjoyed a reunion with
Kuczynski. He also soughrt informa-
tion on the fate of the surviving
Free German agents, but discov-
ered that all of his men were
deceased. Kuczynski, however, wus
able to arrunge for Gould to mect
with Marjorie Lindner, wife of
HAMMER nission agent Paul Lind-
ner, and Ellen Buchholz, wife of
MALLET mission agent Adolph
Buchholz, Both were residents of
Berlin and shared wurm remem-
brances of their hushands with
Gould before he returned to Wash-
ington that fall.

+Unpublished correspendence from joseph
Gould w Marjorie Lindner and Ellen Buch-
holz, September 19990

Dr Juergen Kuczynski

Another occasion during the 1990
trip, however, proved profoundly
unsettling. Kuczynski introduced
Gould to his elderly sister—
Ursula—during a quiet lunch ac the
Kuczynski home Gould discov-
ercd that Ursula Kuczynskr was
actually Ruth Werner, a notorious
Sovict spy, who had wrtten the
controversial memoir, Soirya’s
Keport, published in East Germany
in 1977 #5 Upon meeting Werncr.
Gould was deeply troubled o learn
that the Soviet spy purportedly
plaved a role in the recruitment of
the Free Germans for his OSS pene-
tration missions. In 1991, when
Werner was revising her memoirs
in preparation for the English lan-
guage release of Somya s Report,
she added o chaprer that refer-
enced her meceting with Joseph
Gould when he first discovered her
involvement

*The Germun language edion of Soipa s
Repart was published in Berlin, by Verlag
Neuss Leben, in 1977

“Werner, p 265 All page references are
from the English kanguage edition



Born in 1907, Ursula Kuczynski was
raised in a comfortable Jewish
home in Berlin. She joined the Ger-
man Communist Party in 1926 and
was recruited to work for Soviet
Army intelligence in 1930 by Rich-
ard Sorge, a GRU master spy in
Shanghai. Given the code name
“Sonya,” she traveled to Moscow
for covert communications train-
ing. By 1938, after assignments in
China, Poland, and Switzerland, she
married an English citizen and
moved to Great Britain, rejoining
her father and brother who had
emigrated there in the mid-1930s.
Seuling on a farm outside Oxford,
Werner set up her transmitter in the
artic and resumed her work as
“Sonya” for the Soviet Army.+7 Dur-
ing the war, she transmited atomic
secrets given to her by physicist
Klaus Fuchs, another communist
refugee from Germany. Fuchs ws
a member of the UK's delegauon to
the secret “Manhattan Project,”
which was developing the atomic
bomb at Los Alamos, New Mex-
1co.# In 1949, Werner cluded the
pursuit of British intelligence,
which had gotten wind of her
possible involvement just before
Fuchs's trial, and hurriedly left
England for East Germany." She
lived in Berlin unul her deaih in
July 2000 ar age 93,

According to Werner, her brother,
Juergen Kuczynski, told her of the
(O55%s inrerest in recruiting the Free
Germans, after his initial meeting
with Joseph Gould arranged by the
bookseller Morrs Abbey. Werner

7 Obatuary of Ruth Werner, The Guardian,
11 July 2000

HPersico, Rouserell’s Secret Wer, pp - 232,
259

SWerner, pp 250-32 and 288-89
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Henschhe had been
receiving compensation
from both the OSS and
the Soviet GRU!
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notified "Centre,” as Moscow-based
Soviet Army intelligence was called,
of the OSS plan ® The Soviets
expressed interest in the proposed
utilization of the Free Germuans for
the TOOL missions. Werner con-
veyed this to her brother, who, with
Centre's approval, introduced
Gould to a key member of the Ger-
man Communist Party then living in
London named Erich Henschke—
alias Karl Kastro.3' This was the
sume Karl Kastro who had assisted
Gould with agent recruitment 1n the
Late summer of 1944 and was sub-
sequently hired by the OSS$ as its
linison to the familics of the Free
Germans recruited for the TOOL
missions.

Werner, who had known Hen-
schke during their party work in
Berlin during the late 1920s,
claimed in her book that she then
took over the project and directed
Henschke o serve as her covert
connection with the 0855 She
instructed him to consulr with the
exiled German Comnuinist Party
leadership in England about the
OSS8's interest in recruiting Free
Germans for the TOOL missions
According to Werner, the party
leadership designated Henschke
and two other German commurist
exiles—Hans Kahle and Wilhelm
Koenen—to compile a roster of
potential canchdates for the mis-
sions. Henschke was the perfect

sWernern, pp 306-308
S Bungert, p 132
2nerner p 261
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candiclate for this job. He had close
tes to members of the German ref-
ugee communily who had escaped
to England with the aid of the
Czech Refugee Trust Fund and he
knew from which German rown
each refugee had fled. Werner
received photos and biographies of
the Free Germans from Hensclhike
and claims to have passed them to
Soviet Army intelligence for
approval before the information
was given to Lt Gould during
October 19445 By that time,
according to Werner, Henschke was
receiving compensation from bath
the O8S and the GRU.»

O35 files released by the CIA in

July 2000 appear to confirm some

of Werner's claims about the activi-
ties of Karl Kastro, alleged to be
Erich Henschike. After the
recruitment of the Free Germans
wits completed, Joseph Gould
requested that the OSS provide
Kastro with a security clearance.
The documents indicate that Kas-
tro was o consultant to the O8S
from October 1944 througly July
1945 and received compensation
for his services, Described as a
“spokesman” for the Free Germany
Committee recruits and their fami-
lies, Kastro performed a varety of
tasks. After the Free Germans were
dropped into Germany, for exam-
ple, the O8S would deposit
hazardous duty pay into the bank
ACCOURILS sei up in each agent's

3Werner's book s not clear on how she
managed to wransport these documents from
England 10 Moscow as the Soviet and Allied
armies marched toward Berln

HWeiner, p. 202 |

% Only the release of Ruth Werner's GRU file
by the current Russian povernment can con-
firm her alleged involvement with the TOOL
mussions and the dual wdentty of Karl Kastro,
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name and request that Kastro
mform the families of the wvansac-
tions. Marjorie Lindner, wile of Paul
Lindner, reculls receiving word of
the successtul dispatch of the HAM-
MER mission from Kastro.se
Declassified OS8S files also refer-
ence Kastro in connection with a
trip he took to France i Decem-
ber 1944 with Joseph Gould The
purpose of the trip was to mweet
with leaders of the Paris-based Free
Germany Committiee who were to
provide the OSS with information
on Berlin sifehouses for use by the
HAMMER and MALLET teains.™
According o Werner, Kustro's par-
ticipation in the mip had required
GRU approval.

Through his position as the liaison
between the Free German commu-
nity and the OSS, Kaustro clearly hac
aceess to op-secrel information
during the mission training period.
Since Werner claims to have passed
everything—including the J/E codes
and agent cover stories—to Soviet
Army intelhigence, she could only
have recerved this informanon from
Rustro, the enly person involved
with the penetration operations
who koew of her clandestine

work ™

Epilogue

OSs/London’s campaign to pene-
trite Germany has been recognized
as an important milestone in the

*Telephone interview with Manore Lindner.
19 March 2001

S Memorandum trom Thomas Wilson to Lil-
liun Traugot of the Lubor Division, OS8
Sectet Intelhpence Branch, 22 December
1944, NARA, RG 226, Records of the 0SS
148, Box 101

W\Werner, p 2063
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The Free Germans clearly
contributed to ‘the high-
quality intelligence that

gave the American
military timely insights
into enemy defenses ...
No other source of
intelligence was as useful

... in the closing months

of the war.’
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history of US intelligence during
World War 11. The five TOOL mis-
sions manned Dy the Free Germans
clearly contributed to “the high-
qualiry intelhgence that gave the
American military timely insights
into enemy defenses and the duly-
ous prospects for a last-stand
hastion in the Alps. No other
source of intelligence wus as use-
tul in reliably discerning such
details in the closing months of the
wir " With regard to the perfor-
mance of the Free Germans
themselves, the OSS. in its final
report. praised them for “rendering
extremelv valuable service during
the hosolities period when they
were dropped blind into enemy ter-
ritory 1o accomplish seoret
intelligence missions, ™
Declassified documents reveal that
the OSS recommended to the US
Army that FIAMMER mission agents
Paul Lindner and Anton Ruh e
awarded the Distinguished Service
Cross, and that the Bronze Star and
the Silver Star be issued 10
PICKAXE agents Walter Strucwe
and Enul Konhauser, respectively.”!
In acddivon, the OSS commended

AL pherson, p 180

WPersico. erang the Rewch. p 423
SINARA. RG 226, Records of the OS8S 210,
Box 298. Fie 1211

the PICKAXE team for "undertak-
ing a dangerous nussion in which
they performed courageously and
efficientdy that led to results of great
value to the Allies and which con-
tributed directly to the defeat of the
enemy.”"2 In January 1946, the War
Department endorsed an OSS rec-
cmmeendation that Kurt Gruber,
who was killed in the airplane
crasl that aborted the CHISEL mis-
sion, he posthumously awarded the
Medal of Freedom. =

Pastwar politics, however, inter-
evencd. The O8S's finul report on
wirtime penetration operations
states that, “because of the poliical
hackground of these men, there is
serious doubt as to whether they
could fit into our postwar German
operations,”™ The US Army then
reversed an earlier decision to uti-
lize FIAMMER mission agents
Lindner and Ruh for postwar mili-
ury intelligence work with the 0S8
Mission to Berlin, ¢ Moreover, Lind-
ner, Ruh, Struewe, and Konhiluser
never received the military decora-
tions that the OSS had
recommended, and Kurt Gruber's
family never got word of the U3
Army's decision to posthumously
issue him the Medal of Freedom. s
Because of the unwelcome climate

SINARA, RG 220, Records of the O8S 210,
[3oa 298, File 125

a NARA. RG 226, Recotds of the O88 143,
Rox 101-102, File 144-1750,

a1 hd

»s Currespondence from Army Lt H. L Mace-
hand to Oss Labor Desk/Pans, 18 July 19405,
NARA, RG 226, Records of the 088 143, Box
101

*The famulies of TOOL mussiwon menmbers
have authonsed the author of tus article, a
New York attorney, o prepare an application
1w the Secretary of the Army, under apphca-
hle US armed forces law, for the posthumous
atance aof these medals



in postwar England, the Free
Germans eventually sought repatri-
ation and returned o their natve
land. All except Emil Konhiuser,
who remained in West Germany,
lived out their lives in East Ger-
many. Because of escalating Cold
War ensions and the East German
government's distrust of their loy-
alry as a resule of their work with
the OS5, the London Free Germans
never received even their own

country's recognition for their work
in the early anti-Nazr underground
or their wartime service. Only now,

“with the Cold War over, can tribute

be paid to the courage and sacri-
tice of the Free Germans and ro the
man who recrutted and trainecl
them for their OSS inrelligence
MLSSiCn.
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