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SAND = BIRDS

*Nesting
*Migrating
*Wintering

33 Species of Waterbir
Shorebirds
Seabirds
Wading Birds
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GA Barrier Beach 100 Miles
14 Barrier Islands
4 Developed
4 Federally Owned and Managed

4 State Owned and Managed

All Beaches from Ordinary High
Waterline Down are Public
Shallow Slope, 4 Feet/Mile from Shore
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Emergent Sand Spit Islands < 1% Beach
Support ~100% Beach-Nesting Seabirds
~35% Beach-Nesting Shorebirds

SE Conservation Priority Bird Species 

14,000 Royal Terns…….100%
6,000 Brown Pelicans…100%

600 Sandwich Terns…100%
100 Gull-billed Terns..100%
60 Am. Oystercatchers..35% 
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Increasing Recreation 1990s 
Led to Complete Abandonment 
1 of 3 known GA Seabird Colonies

GA DNR Board Passed
Bird Island Rule, 1998



5

Rule Gives Complete Protection to 3 Sand
Spit Islands, and Partial  Protection to 
Two Others

Beach-Nesting Birds Have Become a 
Conservation  Priority for the State of 
Georgia

Since1998, Two Additional
Sand Spit Islands have Developed
And Are Not Currently Protected
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Midwinter Waterbird Survey 1996-2005

One Day Survey of Entire Barrier Beach

1.5 Hours Before and After High Tide

70 Trained Volunteers

Last Two Weeks of January

Location, Species, Numbers

Shorebird Roost Sites

Wintering Shorebirds Roost 
on Sand Spit Islands, 
On Accretional Sands of Creek and 
River Inlets,
On Accretional Sands on the N & S Tips 
of Islands
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Wintering Shorebirds Feed on Intertidal Shoals
and Bars

Staging Migrants:

Red Knots, Whimbrels
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Red Knot Surveys and Research
1996-2004

August-September

5,000-12,000 Birds
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