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Responses to JM – James Mackovjak  

 
JM-1 – The DEIS and FEIS, Chapter 1, Purpose and Need and Proposed Action sections 
describe the proposed project, the Decision to be Made and whether and how to make timber 
available from the Iyouktug project area in accordance with Forest Plan goals.  The scale of 
harvest varies by alternative and a wide range of alternatives are developed in Chapter 2.  
Chapter 3, Timber Economics and Environmental Consequences on Timber Economics, 
addresses economics. In addition, please see response to ISES-1. 

JM-2 –  Thank you for your comment about the importance of preserving productive deer 
habitat.  The DEIS and FEIS, Chapter 3 (and the Wildlife and Subsistence Resource Report), 
Management Indicator Species and Other Wildlife, Sitka Black-tailed Deer section, and 
Subsistence section addresses the impacts of past and proposed harvest to deer winter habitat and 
subsistence hunting.  Please see the response to BC-25 for information on how the cumulative 
effects analysis areas were defined.  The analysis and project adhere to the management goals 
and objectives of the Forest Plan and ANILCA requirements. 

JM-3 -  Please see responses to BC-4 and JM-1.   

JM-4 - Current law allows timber harvested from Federal lands in Alaska to be shipped out of 
Alaska only if the “the supply of timber for local use will not be endangered” (16 USC Section 
616, enacted in 1926). Shipment outside the state of unprocessed timber from National Forest 
System lands in Alaska is allowed with prior approval by the Regional Forester after the sale is 
awarded if the request meets certain criteria.  Such approvals have been granted in the past on a 
case-by-case basis at the request of the purchaser.   

Recent trends in timber markets and manufacturing costs have made it very difficult for timber 
purchasers in Alaska to profitably process small diameter Sitka spruce and western hemlock 
timber harvested on the Tongass National Forest.  Under current Congressional appropriations 
direction, Tongass timber cannot be offered for sale unless it has a positive appraisal.  Several 
factors are making it very difficult for the Tongass National Forest to offer economic timber 
sales.  Timber values are lower in Alaska than elsewhere, largely due to higher operating and 
transportation costs in Alaska. Other factors that contribute to low timber values include: current 
market conditions and high manufacturing costs in Alaska; the process the Alaska Region 
historically used to approve shipments of unprocessed timber out of Alaska; and the impact that 
process had on timber appraisals.  

Unless the Tongass can offer a reliable supply of timber with a positive appraisal, the few 
remaining locally owned mills in Southeast Alaska will find it very difficult to stay in business.  
Closure of the remaining mills, even on a temporary basis, would run counter to the objective of 
supporting local economies and wood processing capacity in Southeast Alaska.  

Allowing limited interstate shipments will allow timber to be appraised using higher lower 48 
market values.  This policy would substantially improve the likelihood that timber will achieve a 
positive appraisal, and continue to be offered for sale from the Tongass.  For these reasons, the 
policy is needed to ensure the continued existence of adequate wood processing capacity in 
Alaska. 

JM-5 – The DEIS and FEIS, Chapter 1, Purpose and Need, and Chapter 3, Employment in 
Southeast Alaska section show our support for local mills.  The DEIS and FEIS, Chapter 3, 
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Timber Economics and Environmental Consequences on Timber Economics section address 
locally sawn timber sales. Chapter 3, Employment in the Project Area section addresses the Icy 
Straits Lumber and Milling Company.  Please also see response to BC-3.    

JM-6 – The Hoonah Ranger District currently offers small sales along existing roads that are 
available for purchase by any timber operators including D & L Woodworks. 

JM-7 – We are proposing offering small sales from the Iyouktug project over an extended period 
of time.  Please see responses to JM-5 and JM-6. 
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Responses to NMFS – James W. Balsiger, National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)  

 
NMFS-1 - Thank you for reviewing Essential Fish Habitat in the Iyouktug Timber Sales DEIS.  
The citation noted as missing from the DEIS related to canopy removal and water yield is in the 
Watershed and Fish resource report and has been added to the EFH section in the FEIS. 

NMFS-2 - Several of the items and measures you noted in your letter are found in the DEIS, 
Chapter 3; Watershed and Fish section under Direct and Indirect Effects on Water Quality – 
Temperature and EFH; these items and measures are also in the FEIS under the same headings.  
The Forest Service believes the use of BMPs, including the measures noted in your response are 
good measures and will insure protection of water quality and fish habitats.   

NMFS-3 - The Forest Service is aware of the listing of the waterbody as impaired and of the 
LTF remediation plan (DEIS and FEIS, Chapter 3, Potential Adverse Effects on Marine EFH).  
The Forest Service will abide by all stipulations in Huna Totem’s permit for operating the 
Marine Access Facility (MAF) and will be in compliance with Huna Totem’s approved 
remediation plan.  Barging logs is an option that may be considered to help prevent further bark 
accumulation on the subtidal substrate. 

NMFS-4 - Please see response to NMFS-2. 

NMFS-5 – Please see response to NMFS-3.  We considered your recommendation, and it will be 
addressed in the decision. 

NMFS-6 – We have written a response to NMFS related to the EFH.  A copy of that letter is in 
the Project Record. 
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Responses to OHMP-– Sheila A. Cameron (for Jackie Timothy), Office of Habitat 
Management and Permitting (OHMP)  
 
OHMP-1 – Thank you for reviewing the Iyouktug Timber Sales DEIS.  The Forest Service will 
comply with fish habitat and passage related activities as outlined in the Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) 04MU-111001-094 between the Alaska Region of the U.S Forest Service 
and OHMP.   

OHMP-2 - Forest Service Staff will coordinate with OHMP biologists during the concurrence 
process to gather the appropriate information for each stream crossing concurrence 

OHMP-3 – We have updated the information about the number of red and gray pipes in the 
FEIS, Road Cards, and the Watershed and Fish Resource Report.  These sections now provide 
information on how red and gray culvert removal/replacement will be addressed through this 
timber sale and in the future.  An updated list of all fish stream crossings, their locations and 
their passage status, within the project area and along the haul route, has been added to the 
Watershed and Fisheries Resource Report.  Currently there are 5 red, 5 gray, and 29 green pipes 
within the project area.  One of these red pipes will be addressed in 2008 during routine road 
maintenance.  Of the four remaining red pipes, three would be removed under Alternatives 2 and 
4 and two would be removed under Alternative 3.  One red pipe, which would be removed under 
Alternatives 2, 3, and 4, is also proposed to be removed under the ATM decision.  One gray pipe 
will be removed under Alternatives 2, 3, and 4.  Additionally, there are 2 red, 2 gray, and 13 
green culverts along the haul route outside the project area boundary.  Between 2000 and 2005, 
14 red pipes have been replaced within the project area.  Ten of these culverts are now green, 
three are gray and one is red (additional culvert information is included in the Iyouktug project 
record); this red culvert is the beforehand mentioned culvert that is scheduled for repair in 2008.  
There is currently no schedule for re-assessing gray culverts.  Gray pipes within the project area 
and elsewhere will be resurveyed, classified as red or green, prioritized and replaced if needed, 
as funds become available.  Also, the narrative you noted in the Direct and Indirect Effects on 
Water Quality – Sediment; Stream Crossings and Road Miles section has been revised to more 
clearly convey the information. 

Most Streams within the project area were mapped using a coarse scale inventory.  This 
inventory used aerial photo interpretation and limited field verification.  Field surveys as part of 
this project only accurately updated the number and location of streams within the boundaries of 
ground based equipment harvest units.  Also, field surveys of proposed roads as part of this 
project and those conducted as part of past Road Condition Surveys (RCS) were used to generate 
the narratives.  These surveys included walking proposed and existing roads identifying stream 
crossings, recording their channel type, stream class and morphological measurements along 
those routes.  Streams in these locations were not fully mapped, but GPS points were taken at 
each stream crossing point and can be found in the project record.  Consequently, the narratives 
in the road cards provide the most accurate information to date regarding the number and types 
of stream crossings.  Additionally, for road cards covering existing road segments, only streams 
crossings that would entail structure replacement or reconstruction are listed.  All other stream 
crossing structures along these existing road segments are currently structurally sound and would 
remain and be used, as is. 
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Responses to OPMP – Erin Allee, Office of Project Management and Permitting  

 
OPMP-1 - Thank you for reviewing the Iyouktug DEIS and for providing the determination that 
no additional Alaska Coastal Management Program (ACMP) review is required because this 
project falls within the General Consistency Determination (GCD). 

OPMP-2 - If the Iyouktug Timber Sales is changed in any significant way, or if the actual use 
differs from approved use contained in the original project description, the Forest Service will 
notify the State in accordance with the ACMP MOU.   

OPMP-3 -  If previously unknown cultural and paleontological resources are discovered during 
the project, activities in the vicinity will cease and the operator will protect the discovery and 
notify the Forest Service (District Ranger).  The Forest Service in consultation with Native 
organizations and the Alaska State Historic Preservation Officer will determine a course of 
action (see chapter 2 DEIS, Activities and Design Elements Common to All Action Alternatives, 
Heritage Resources).     
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Responses to PB – Paul Barnes  

 
PB-1 - Please see response to EH-1    

PB-2 – The Forest Plan allocated LUDs and established standards and guidelines for resource 
protection to provide for all users of the Forest.   While the Iyouktug project area has lands to 
provide for timber production, there is also land allocated to Old-growth Habitat Reserves for the 
benefit of wildlife.   It is impossible to meet all resource needs on every acre.   

Please also see responses to BC-3, BC-4, BC-25, and EH-1 and the Chapter 3 Affected 
Environment and Environmental Effects. 

PB-3 -  A smaller timber sale alternative (Alternative A at around 5 MMBF) and an alternative 
containing only small sales (Alternative F) were considered in the DEIS and FEIS, but were 
eliminated for the reasons described in Chapter 2, Alternatives Considered but Eliminated from 
Detailed Study.  Please also see response to BC-4. 

PB-4 - Please see responses to EH-1 and JM-4.  Potential buyers include local mills in Hoonah 
and Gustavus as well as purchasers from other parts of the Tongass National Forest. 
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