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Glossary 
Damaged or Significantly Damaged Thermal System Insulation ACM 
Thermal system insulation ACM on pipes, boilers, tanks, ducts, and other thermal system insulation 
equipment where the insulation has lost its structural integrity, or its covering, in whole or in part, is 
crushed, water-stained, gouged, punctured, missing, or not intact such that it is not able to contain 
fibers. Damage may be further illustrated by occasional punctures, gouges or other signs of physical 
injury to ACM; occasional water damage on the protective coverings/jackets; or exposed ACM ends 
or joints. Asbestos debris originating from the ACBM in question may also indicate damage (40 
CFR 763.83). 
 
Friable 
When referring to material in a building means that the material, when dry, may be crumbled, 
pulverized, or 
reduced to powder by hand pressure, and includes previously nonfriable material after such 
previously nonfriable material becomes damaged to the extent that when dry it may be crumbled, 
pulverized, or reduced to powder by hand pressure (40 CFR 763.83). 
 
Friable Asbestos Material 
Any material containing more than 1 percent asbestos by weight which, when dry, may be crumbled, 
pulverized, or reduced to powder by hand pressure (40 CFR 763.121(b)). 
 
 
Key Terms and Definitions for Lead Based Paint 
 
Certified Risk Assessor 
An individual who has been trained by an accredited training program, as defined by this section, 
and certified by U.S. EPA pursuant to 40 CFR 745.226 to conduct risk assessments. A risk assessor 
also samples for the presence of lead in dust and soil for the purposes of abatement clearance testing 
(40 CFR 745.223). 
 
Contract for the Purchase and Sale of Residential Real Property 
Any contract or agreement in which one party agrees to purchase an interest in real property on 
which there is situated one or more residential dwellings used or occupied, or intended to be used or 
occupied, in whole or in part, as the home or residence of one or more persons (40 CFR 745.103). 
 
Deteriorated Paint 
Paint that is cracking, flaking, chipping, peeling, or otherwise separating from the substrate of a 
building component (40 CFR 745.223). 
 
Inspection 
For LBP this means (40 CFR 745.103): 
1. a surface by surface investigation to determine the presence of LBP as provided in section 302(c) 
of the Lead Based Paint Poisoning and Prevention Act (42 USC 4822) 
2. the provision of a report explaining the results of the investigation. 
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Interim Controls 
A set of measures designed to temporarily reduce human exposure or likely exposure to lead-based 
paint hazards, including specialized cleaning, repairs, maintenance, painting, temporary 
containment, ongoing monitoring of lead based paint hazards or potential hazards, and the 
establishment and operation of management and resident education programs (40 CFR 745.223). 
 
Lead-Based Paint Hazard 
Any condition that causes exposure to lead from lead-contaminated dust, lead-contaminated soil, or 
lead contaminated paint that is deteriorated or present in accessible surfaces, friction surfaces, or 
impact surfaces that would result in adverse human health effects as identified by the U.S. EPA or 
authorized regulatory agency pursuant to TSCA section 403 (40 CFR 745.223). 
 
Owner 
Any entity that has legal title to target housing, including but not limited to individuals, partnerships, 
corporations, trusts, government agencies, housing agencies, Indian tribes, and nonprofit 
organizations except where a mortgage holds legal title to property serving as collateral for a 
mortgage loan, in which case the owner would be the mortgagor (40 CFR 745.103). 
 
 
Paint in Poor Condition 
More than 10 ft2 of deteriorated paint or exterior components with large surface areas; or more than 
2 ft2 of 
deteriorated paint on interior components with large surface areas (e.g., walls, ceilings, floors, 
doors); or more than 10 percent of the total surface area of the component is deteriorated on interior 
or exterior components with small surface areas (window sills, baseboards, soffits, trim) (40 CFR 
745.223). 
 
Risk Assessment 
An onsite investigation to determine and report the existence, nature, severity, and location of Lead-
Based Paint (LBP) hazards in residential dwellings, including (40 CFR 745.103): 

1. information gathering regarding the age and history of the housing and occupancy by 
children under the age of 6  

2. visual inspections 
3.  limited wipe sampling or other environmental sampling techniques 
4.  other activity as may be appropriate 
5.  provision of a report explaining the results of the investigation. 

 
Visual Inspection for Risk Assessment 
The visual examination of a residential dwelling or a child-occupied facility to determine the 
existence of 
deteriorated lead-based paint or other potential sources of lead-based paint hazards (40 CFR 
745.223). 
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EPA Identification Number 
The 12-digit number assigned to a facility by U.S. EPA upon notification of PCB waste activity 
under 40 CFR 761.205 (40 CFR 761.3). (MN7210890565) license for PCBs in 1998. 
 
Excluded PCB Products 
PCB materials which appear at concentrations less than 50 ppm, including but not limited to (40 
CFR 761.3): 

1.   Non-Aroclor inadvertently generated PCBs as a byproduct or impurity resulting from 
a chemical manufacturing process. 

2.  Products contaminated with Aroclor or other PCB materials from historic PCB uses 
(investment casting waxes are one example). 

3.  Recycled fluids and/or equipment contaminated during use involving the products 
described in paragraphs (a) and (b) of this definition (heat transfer and hydraulic 
fluids and equipment and other electrical equipment components and fluids are 
examples). 

4.  Used oils, provided that in the cases of paragraphs (1) through (4) of this definition: 
a) The products or source of the products containing < 50 ppm concentration PCBs 

were legally manufactured, processed, distributed in commerce, or used before 
October 1, 1984. 

b) The products or source of the products containing < 50 ppm concentrations PCBs 
were legally manufactured, processed, distributed in commerce, or used, i.e., 
pursuant to authority granted by U.S. EPA regulation, by exemption petition, by 
settlement agreement, or pursuant to other Agency-approved programs; 

c) The resulting PCB concentration (i.e. below 50 ppm) is not a result of dilution, or 
leaks and spills of PCBs in concentrations over 50 ppm. 

 
Fluorescent Light Ballast 
A device that electrically controls fluorescent light fixtures and that includes a capacitor containing 
0.1 kg or less of dielectric (40 CFR 761.3). 
 
Generator of PCB Waste 
Any person whose act or process produces PCBs that are regulated for disposal under Subpart D of 
40 CFR 761, or whose act first causes PCBs or PCB Items to become subject to the disposal 
requirements of Subpart D of 40 CFR 761, or who has physical control over the PCBs when a 
decision is made that the use of the PCBs has been terminated and therefore is subject to the disposal 
requirements of Subpart D of 40 CFR 761. Unless another provision of 40 CFR 761 specifically 
requires a site-specific meaning, “generator of PCB waste” includes all of the sites of PCB waste 
generation owned or operated by the person who generates PCB waste (40 CFR 761.3). 
 
High Concentration PCBs 
PCBs that contain 500 ppm or greater PCBs, or those materials which the U.S. EPA requires to be 
assumed to contain 500 ppm or greater PCBs in the absence of testing (40 CFR 761.123). 
 
Double Wash/Rinse 
A minimum requirement to cleanse solid surfaces (both impervious and nonimpervious) two times 
with an 
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appropriate solvent or other material in which PCBs are at least 5 percent soluble (by weight). A 
volume of PCB-free fluid sufficient to cover the contaminated surface completely must be used in 
each wash/rinse. The wash/rinse requirement does not mean the mere spreading of solvent or other 
fluid over the surface, nor does the requirement mean a once-over wipe with a soaked cloth. 
Precautions must be taken to contain any runoff resulting from the cleansing and to dispose properly 
of wastes generated during the cleansing (40 CFR 761.123). 
 
Manifest 
The shipping document U.S. EPA form 8700-22 and any continuation sheet attached to U.S. EPA 
form 8700-22, originated and signed by the generator of PCB waste in accordance with the 
instructions included with the form and Subpart K of 40 CFR 761 (40 CFR 761.3). 
 
Municipal Solid Wastes 
Garbage, refuse, sludges, wastes, and other discarded materials resulting from residential and non-
industrial 
operations and activities, such as household activities, office functions, and commercial 
housekeeping wastes (40 CFR 761.3). 
 
PCB Household Waste 
PCB waste that is generated by residents on the premises of a temporary or permanent residence for 
individuals (including individually owned or rented units of a multi-unit construction), and that is 
composed primarily of materials found in wastes generated by consumers in their homes. PCB 
household waste includes unwanted or discarded non-commercial vehicles (prior to shredding), 
household items, and appliances or appliance parts and wastes generated on the premises of a 
residence for individuals as a result of routine household maintenance by or on behalf of the 
resident. Bulk or commingled liquid PCB wastes at concentrations of >/= 50 ppm, demolition and 
renovation wastes, and industrial or heavy duty equipment with PCBs are not household wastes (40 
CFR 761.3). 
 
Porous Surface 
Any surface that allows PCBs to penetrate or pass into itself including, but not limited to, paint or 
coating on metal; corroded metal; fibrous glass or glass wool; unglazed ceramics; ceramics with a 
porous glaze; porous building stone such as sandstone, travertine, limestone, or coral rock; low-
density plastics such as styrofoam and low-density polyethylene; coated (varnished or painted) or 
uncoated wood; concrete or cement; plaster; plasterboard; wallboard; rubber; fiberboard; chipboard; 
asphalt; or tar paper. For purposes of cleaning and disposing of PCB remediation waste, porous 
surfaces have different requirements than non-porous surfaces (40 CFR 761.3). 
 
Residential/Commercial Areas 
Those areas where people live or reside, or where people work in other than manufacturing or 
farming industries. Residential areas include housing and the property on which housing is located, 
as well as playgrounds, roadways, sidewalks, parks, and other similar areas within a residential 
community. Commercial areas are typically accessible to both members of the general public and 
employees and include public assembly properties, institutional properties, stores, office buildings, 
and transportation centers (40 CFR 761.123). 
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Responsible Party 
The owner of the PCB equipment, facility, or other source of PCBs or his/her designated agent (e.g., 
a facility manager or foreman). (40 CFR 761.123). 
 
Spill 
Both intentional and unintentional spills, leaks, and other uncontrolled discharges where the release 
results in any quantity of PCBs running off or about to run off the external surface of the equipment 
or other PCB source, as well as the contamination resulting from those releases. This policy applies 
to spills of 50 ppm or greater PCBs. The concentration of PCBs spilled is determined by the PCB 
concentration in the material spilled as opposed to the concentration of PCBs in the material onto 
which the PCBs were spilled. Where a spill of untested mineral oil occurs, the oil is presumed to 
contain greater than 50 ppm, but less than 500 ppm PCBs and is subject to the relevant requirements 
of this policy (40 CFR 761.123). 
 
Spill Area 
The area of soil on which visible traces of the spill can be observed plus a buffer zone of 1 foot 
beyond the visible traces. Any surface or object (e.g., concrete sidewalk or automobile) within the 
visible traces area or on which visible traces of the spilled material are observed is included in the 
spill area. This area represents the minimum area assumed to be contaminated by PCBs in the 
absence of precleanup sampling data and is thus the minimum area which must be cleaned (40 CFR 
761.123). 
 
Standard Wipe Test 
For spills of high-concentration PCBs on solid surfaces, a cleanup to numerical surface standards 
and sampling by a standard wipe test to verify that the numerical standards have been met. This 
definition constitutes the minimum requirements for an appropriate wipe testing protocol. A 
standard-size template (10 centimeters (cm) x 10 cm) will be used to delineate the area of cleanup; 
the wiping medium will be a gauze pad or glass wool of known size which has been saturated with 
hexane. It is important that the wipe be performed very quickly after the hexane is exposed to air. 
U.S. EPA strongly recommends that the gauze (or glass wool) be prepared with hexane in the 
laboratory and that the wiping medium be stored in sealed glass vials until it is used for the wipe test. 
Further, U.S. EPA requires the collection and testing of field blanks and replicates (40 CFR 
761.123). 
 
TSCA 
The Toxic Substances Control Act (15 U.S.C. 2601 et seq.) (40 CFR 761.3). 
 
TSCA PCB Coordinated Approval 
The process used to recognize other federal or state waste management documents governing the 
storage, cleanup, treatment, and disposal of PCB wastes. It is the mechanism under TSCA for 
accomplishing review, coordination, and approval of PCB waste management activities which are 
conducted outside of the TSCA PCB approval process, but require approval under the TSCA PCB 
regulations at 40 CFR 761 (40 CFR 761.3).   
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Unit 
A particular building, structure, or cell used to manage PCB waste (including, but not limited to, a 
building used for PCB waste storage, a landfill, an industrial boiler, or an incinerator) (40 CFR 
761.3). 
 
ACBM Asbestos-Containing Building Material 
ACM Asbestos-Containing Material 
AHERA The Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act of 1986 
ATSDR Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry 
CFR Code of Federal Regulations 
MAG Magnesium Based Insulation 
MDH Minnesota Department of Health 
MPCA Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
PCBs Polychlorinated Byphenyls


































































