REMARKS OF

JOSEFINA G. CARBONELL

ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR AGING

ADMINISTRATION ON AGING

AT THE 

SENIOR CORPS CONFERENCE

NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON VOLUNTEERING AND SERVICE

June 1, 2008

Atlanta, Georgia

This text is the basis of the oral remarks of the Assistant Secretary for Aging.  It should be used with the understanding that some material may be added or omitted.

Thank you for the kind introduction. 

I am excited to be a part of this important event.  I am told that this is the world's largest gathering of volunteers and service leaders.  So this is the perfect setting for signing the agreement between the U.S. Administration on Aging and the Corporation for National and Community Service.
At the Administration on Aging, we are using partnerships as a central element in our strategy for strengthening the capacity of local communities to help seniors remain healthy and independent and living in their own homes and communities for as long as possible.  

We do this by using federal Older Americans Act to support a nationwide network of over 29,000 community-based organizations that provide low-cost social services and supports to over 9,000,000 seniors and almost 1,000,000 family caregivers each year.  

Without these community-based organizations, many of your older neighbors, relatives and friends would not be able to remain living independently in their homes.  

Known as the Aging Services Network, this network is an existing infrastructure that our state and local communities can readily utilize to respond to the dramatic increase that will occur in the need for home and community based services and supports as the baby boom generation ages.

Our nation has arrived at a critical juncture in history as the baby boomers age and America’s older population grows larger and more diverse.  

Every five minutes in the United States, 23 adults are turning 65—and by 2030 that number will double.  Within 10 years, almost 50 million Americans will be over 65, and for the first time in our history, the elderly will outnumber children under age 5.  

Today, nearly 16 million older Americans live with chronic conditions that limit their ability to carry put the activities of daily living, such as grocery shopping, cleaning the house, preparing meals, getting in and out of bed and bathing,

And although families are the primary caregivers for older people, volunteers play a critical role in helping our seniors to remain at home and in the community, which is what they prefer.
· You deliver meals to the homebound, you escort frail older persons to health care services and to the grocery, and you call and talk to isolated seniors on the phone.   
· You work in senior centers, adult day care programs, home care agencies as well as faith-based programs every day. And in times of disaster, such as Hurricane Katrina, you were there to offer much needed assistance to older persons and younger people with disabilities.  

· You are making a real difference in the lives of people all across this nation.   
Volunteers have always been the backbone of our Older American Act programs and without your help, many of our older loved ones would not be able to live as independently as they do.  

But we believe that volunteers can and want to do more.  As the Baby Boom generation retires, our country has an unprecedented opportunity for increased volunteerism and civic engagement.  
Under the leadership of President Bush, we have been working with the states and our local partners to re-engineer our approach to long-term care in this country.  

· We are developing a system that gives people more choices than simply going into a nursing home.  

· We are helping communities to set up “one stop shop” programs that are making it easier for people to learn about and access the services and supports that are available in their own communities.  

· And we are helping our community providers to deploy simple science-based tools that older people can use to reduce their risk of disease, disability and injury.  

· When fully implemented nationwide, these changes will help our seniors realize their desire to remain independent in their own homes – and it will also save public dollars. 

Volunteers can and will play a large role in this exciting transformation of long-term care.  
Through our new partnership with the Corporation, we will build on the strong legacy of volunteer service that exists in our National Aging Services Network, and create exciting opportunities for you to use your managerial and leadership talents in programs serving older Americans.   

You can play a critically important role in helping our community-based organizations to modernize their business practices, diversify their revenue streams, and adopt more entrepreneurial approaches to serving a growing market of seniors, many of whom will be able to pay for their own services and supports. 

We hope that this partnership will set the stage for a major expansion of public and private initiatives that engage older volunteers in strengthening local community programs, particularly those serving older persons.

Great communities are built, not born.  It is our hope that through this partnership, we will be providing additional information, tools and support that will empower even more people to continue to build and to give back to their own communities and to our great nation.

Thank you!
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