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Morris Goodkind was born in New York City
in 1888 and graduated from Columbia
University in 1910 with a degree in civil
Engineering. Following school, he worked
with the city of New York preparing plans for
the subway system. He joined the engineering
firm of Albert Lucius in 1912 as an assistant
engineer. Lucius had engineered elevated
railway systems for New York and Brooklyn
in the late 1800s, and was specializing in the
design of railroad bridges when Goodkind
joined him. Goodkind worked in Lucius's
office between 1912 and 1914, and
undoubtedly it was here that his interest and
skills in bridge design were first honed. 

During his early career years, Goodkind
moved between jobs in the public and private
sector. He worked for New York's Interboro
Rapid Transit Corporation and the J.G. White
Engineering Corporation. From 1919 to 1922,
he worked as county bridge engineer for
Mercer County, New Jersey.

In 1922, Goodkind joined the New Jersey Highway Department as general supervisor of bridges. He
was named Chief Bridge Engineer in 1925, a position he held until his retirement in 1955. He
received numerous awards and honors for his work over the course of his career with the state. His
most prestigious bridge award was the Phoebe Hobson Fowler Medal, given by the American Society
of Civil engineers for his design of the College Bridge, a multi-span concrete arch carrying U.S.
Route 1 over the Raritan River. The bridge has since been renamed the Morris Goodkind Memorial
Bridge. 

Goodkind also won several "most beautiful bridge of the year" awards, given annually by the
American Institute of Steel Construction. Among the winners were Oceanic Bridge over the
Navesink River (1940); Passaic River Bridge between Newark and Kearney (1941); and Absecon
Boulevard Bridge in Atlantic City (1946). During World War II, Goodkind consulted for the War
Department, aiding the Army Corps of Engineers in bridge design and construction. He was awarded
the Tau Beta Pi Achievement Certificate from Rutgers in 1948 and an honorary Doctor of
Engineering degree from Newark College of Engineering in 1950. He served as Consulting Bridge
Engineer for the building of the Garden State Parkway in the early 1950s. After retirement from the
Highway Department in 1955, he was a partner in the firm of Goodkind and O'Dea, which currently
operates under the name of Dewberry-Goodkind, Inc. In 1958, Goodkind was granted the Egelston
Medal by Columbia University, their highest award for engineering achievements. Morris Goodkind
died September 5, 1968.

Morris Goodkind (facing camera) inspecting 
construction of Edison Bridge, 1939.

Construction of the Edison Bridge, 1940.
Source: New Jersey Department of Transportation.
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INTRODUCTION

The Route 9 Edison Bridge and Garden State Parkway Driscoll Bridge cross 
the Raritan River together to form one of New Jersey's most vital highway
links. Barring accidents or construction, as many as 275,000 vehicles per day
cross these two bridges, making them perhaps the heaviest traveled twin
bridges in the world. 

The route across the Raritan between Perth Amboy and South Amboy has been
important since the state's earliest days. In 1684, Radford's Ferry provided the
link for the stagecoach line between New York and Philadelphia. For over 200
years, ferries shuttled travelers across the Raritan.

In 1875, Perth Amboy and South Amboy were joined by a bridge for the first
time with the construction of the New York and Long Branch Railroad Bridge
across the mouth of the Raritan River. The line ran from Long Branch to Perth
Amboy, where it made connections with branches of the Pennsylvania and the
Central New Jersey railroads. This new line was instrumental in the further
development of seaside resorts along the Jersey shore in Monmouth and Ocean
counties and was soon transporting hordes of summer beachgoers.

Victory Bridge, in foreground, is a swing bridge, pivoting on a center pier to allow boat traffic to pass
through two channels. Opening the bridge in the summer resulted in huge traffic backups. Edison
Bridge, west of the Victory, was built high enough to allow all vessels to pass under. Source: NJDOT
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The railroad bridge stalled the construction of a highway bridge over the mouth
of the Raritan River until 1910, when a "county bridge" was erected with a
drawspan in the middle. Within a few years, it was inadequate to handle the
traffic and the weight of increasingly larger trucks. Calls for a new bridge,
which began in 1916, were answered ten years later by the Victory Bridge. 

Again the anticipated traffic loads were grossly underestimated. No one could
have predicted that the number of car registrations in the United States would
triple during the 1920s to 23 million. The Roaring Twenties might well have
been named for the sound of overheated cars and drivers heading to the Jersey
beaches over the Victory Bridge on a typical summer weekend. Hordes of new
car owners had discovered the joy of motoring to the beaches. To make matters
worse, the increase in pleasure boating, also on the weekends, led to more
frequent openings of the Victory Bridge. It was apparent to the locals that a
second bridge, not a replacement, was required, and that it must be a fixed
bridge, high enough for any conceivable vessel to pass freely under.
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Beach traffic on the Victory Bridge–visible in the background–in the late 1930s. Source: NJDOT
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