APPENDIX C: Department of the Interior Finding of No Significant
Impact under the National Environmental Policy Act for the Final
Restoration Plan/Environmental Assessment for the Tenyo Maru Qil Spill



Finding of No Significant Impact under
the National Environmental Policy Act

FINDING OF NOQ SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
FINAL RESTORATION PLAN AND ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
FORK THE TENYO MARLOIL SPILL

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
LS. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Worth Pacific Coast Ecoregion
Western Washington Office

PROPOSED ACTION

The 11.5. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) and the Natiomal Qecamic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) currently participate as federal Trustees in the nanural resoures damags
assesarnent restoration planning for the Terpa Mo oil spill. The Teavo Mary Natural Resource
Trustees include the Makah [ndian Tribe, the State of Washiogton (Department of Ecology,
Department of Fish and Wildlife, and Department of Natural Resources), the 1.8, Department of
Commerce (NOAA), end the 1.5, Department of the Interior (FWS, National Park Service, and
the Burean of Indian Affairs).

On July 22, 1991, the Japanese fighing vessel Tenye Moru and Chinese freighter Tuo Hai
collided within Canadian Territorial waters approximately 20 miles nortlowest of Cape Flattery.
The Tenyo Maru zank ai collision. It initially leaked 8 Jarge amount of oil end undetarmined
amoumnts were reported lesking for more than & month after the collision. Beaches were fouled
with oil from Vencouver Island, Britigh Columbia to porthern Oregon.

of 1980 {OFA), 33 U.S.C. 2701 & seq. Under the consent decree the defendants agread to pay
epproximately $5.2 million to restore, rehabilitate, replace ar acquire the equivalent of natural
rexonrces injured by the oil dizscharge.

Following claims seitlement the trustess conducied internal end public scoping to initiats the
development of a Restoration Plan . Scoping was alzo used to initiate development of an
Environmental Assezsment (EAY of the proposed restoration, pursuant to the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1973 (NEPA). The goal of the EA wak o determine whether the
proposad projects would result in significant impacts on the quality of the buman environment,
amnd thereby require the development of an Environmental Impict Stitesment. A combired
Restoration Plan and Environmental Assexsment (RF/EA) document wes subsaquently
developed, which iz incorporstzd here by reference. The RP/EA presents an analysis of four
alternatives, inclading & N Action Alternative, Population-Forused Restoration, Habitat-
Focused Restoration, and an Iniegrative Approach. The draft RP/EA was made available to the
public. in February 1999, for a 60-day review and comment pericd, and the revised draft RP/EA



was muade available to the public in Janvary 2000, for a 30-day review period.

Faollowing consideration of public commenia, the Trusices selected an integmtive restomtion
approach ea their preferred alternative in restoring injured reaources. This approach intsgraes

-+ - natural recovery, population enbancement, and habitat restoration for seabinds end kelp injvred in-

the il spill. It offers five restorntion projects that restore populations injured by the Tenyvo Mara
ail spill and integmaies the structomal components of whole ecosystems (.., pbysicel habitats,
faod webs) that ane 10 be preserved and enhanced. The alemative selection was bazed on-the
ability of the five restoration projects ta restore injured natural respurces while minimizing any
negative impast to the environment, their cogt-effectivensss, and their functional connection Loy
injured resources.

The RE/EA will restore injured resources by: 1) restoring common mmore or potentially testoring
nifted puffin colenies in Copalis National Wildlife Refuge, 2) contributing funds to m oiled
wildlife rehabilitetion center, 1) educating the genersl public an buman disturbemes of nesting
seabind colonies, 4) protecting marbled murrelet habitat and reducing silt deposit in rivers and
kelp bed systems, and 5) protecting injured rescurces from further impacts of oil spills via a
rescue fog.

DETERMINATION

Based on FWS review and evaluation of the information contrined in the incorporated reference
cited below, it is my determination that the proposed restorstion projects do not constihute a
major Federal action significantly affecting the quality of the human enviromment within the
meaning of Section 102 (2)(C) of the Naticnal Environmental Policy Act of 1569, Accordingly,
the preparation of an eovironmental impact statement is ot required.

Coudd_ L-(D&A\L&, jﬁ‘}lat%

David Wesley Date
Assisiant Regicnal Director, North Pacific Coast Ecoregion

References:
Restoration Plan and Environmental Asscasmoent for the Tervo Maru Qil Spill



UNITED STATES FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION STATEMENT

Within the spirit and intemt of the Council on Eonviromnental Quality's regulations for
implementing the National Envirommental Policy Act (NEPA}, and other statutes, onders, and
policies that protect fish and wildlife rezources, I have established the following administrative
record and determined that the action of restoration of seabird and kelp injured in the 1931 Temes
Mearu oil spill:

Check Omne:
is a categorical exelusion as provided by 516 DM 2, Appendix 1 and 516 DM 6,
Appendix 1 section. No further NEFA documentation will therefore be miasde,

XX iz found pot to have significant shviromnental sffects as determined by the attached
" environmental asessment and fnding of oo significant impect.

is foumd 1o have significant effects and, therefore, further consideration of this actipn
will require a notice of intent &3 be puhlished in the Federnl Register annowmcing the
decision to prepare an EIS.

is ot approved because of unacceptable environmental damage, or violation of Fish
and Wildlife Service mandates, policy, regulations, or procedures,

is an emergency action within the context of 40 CFR 1 50£.1 1. Only those actions
necessary 10 control the immediate impacts of the emergency will be taken. Other
relnted actions remain subject to NEPA review.

Dther supgporting documents:

1) Restoration Plan and Environmental Assessment for the Terno Maru Oil Spill

2) Finding of Mo Significant [mpact far the Final Restoretion Plan and Environmental
Assessment for the Terpe Maru Odl Spill




