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Welcome and Logistics
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MSIX Pop Quiz
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The Migrant Student Records 
Exchange Initiative & MSIX

The Basics
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The Need for Records Exchange

• Highly mobile migrant student population
• Students move from State to State often without 

notice 
• Timely and accurate educational and health 

information not always available
• Students placed in incorrect courses or grades 
• Students not provided most beneficial MEP services
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The Records Exchange History
1966 MEP legislation authorizes the transmittal of 

school records

1969 - 1995 Arkansas Dept of ED operated the “MSRTS”

1995 Congress terminates the MSRTS

2000 ED convenes the Common Data Elements 
Committee

2001 NCLB requires ED to:
1. Assist States in developing methods for 

electronic transfer of records 
2. Ensure the linkage of migrant student record 

systems
3. Utilize existing migrant student systems
4. Establish the minimum data elements (MDE) 

States must collect and maintain
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Migrant Records Exchange Today

• States use disparate migrant student databases to maintain 
information on migrant students

• Some States that use the same migrant student database 
have a limited ability to electronically exchange records among 
each other

• Many States still exchange records via fax or regular mail

• States need an electronic system to exchange migrant 
student records on a national basis
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The Records Exchange Initiative has 4 goals

• Goal 1: Create an electronic exchange for the 
transfer of migrant student education and 
health data amongst the States

• Goal 2: Promote the use of the Migrant Student 
Information Exchange (MSIX)

• Goal 3: Ensure the use of the consolidated 
migrant student record for the purposes 
of enrollment, placement and accrual of 
credits of migrant students 

• Goal 4: Produce national data on the migrant 
population
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What is MSIX?

MSIX is a web-based portal that will link States’
migrant student record databases to facilitate the 
national exchange of migrant students’
educational and health information among the 
States
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MSIX Overview

What MSIX does… What MSIX does not do…

• MSIX produces a single 
“consolidated record” for 
each migrant child that 
contains information from 
each State in which the child 
was ever enrolled

• MSIX contains the minimum 
data elements necessary for 
the proper enrollment, grade 
and course placement, and 
accrual of credits for migrant 
children

• MSIX does not replace
existing migrant student 
information systems
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The Minimum Data Elements and the COE

Please see the sample COE in your handout
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MSIX Authorized Users

• State Designated Personnel Including:
– State and District Administrators
– School Registrars
– School Guidance Counselors
– School Health Personnel
– School Teachers

• Office of Migrant Education (aggregate reporting 
and data analysis)
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State Responsibilities

• Collect and maintain the minimum data elements
• Transmit data to MSIX in a timely manner
• Determine who will have access to MSIX in your 

State
• Assign staff who will resolve questions about 

students from your State
• Instruct State and local staff on the proper use of 

the MSIX consolidated record for enrollment, 
placement and accrual of credits for migrant 
students

• Ensure proper and secure use of MSIX by State and 
local staff



13

Timeline Targets

• MDE Information Collection Notice
– May 2007 Notice posted in federal register for public 

comment
– July 2007  60-day comment period ends 
– Oct 2007 MDE Final

• MSIX Regulations
– Early 2008 Federal Register Notice published for public 

comment
– 2008 MSIX Regulations final
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MDE Data Submission Timeline Targets

• Oct 2007     Phase I:  Basic student 
demographic information

• Apr 2008     Phase 2:  Assessment data
• Sep 2008     Phase 3: Course history data
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Breakout Session 1

What do you see as challenges to getting 
accurate data on the COE?  

How can these challenges be addressed?
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MSIX Pop Quiz Answers
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The MSIX Solution
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MSIX will consolidate and provide access to migrant student records 
from state systems

End Users

MSIX Portal
• MSIX Receives Data from the Individual States.  
• End User Reviews Consolidated Data from All States.

MSIX Services
Migrant Student Records
• Record Matching
• Conflict Data Resolution
• Student History

• Transcripts
• Immunization

User Administration
• Registration/Maintenance
• Login/Password

Reporting
• Data Reports
• Information Exchange 

Reports
• OME Reports
• Display as Word, Excel, 

and PDF

Data Upload
• Data Configuration
• Scheduling

Security
• Role-based Access
• Encryption

Reference Data
• States
• Schools
• Demographics

View Student 
Data

MIS 2000 NGS

COEStar Other

State MEP Systems

sFTP File 
Transfer

Enter /View 
Student Data
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Key MSIX Features
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Key MSIX Features

• Create users based on ‘MSIX roles’ to allow appropriate 
access to MSIX functions and student data

• Create regions within states to manage MSIX activities 
and workflow

• Retrieve and view student information

– Search, view and print consolidated student records

– Multiple search parameters

– Accessible online

– Printed reports available

• Identify and resolve student record conflicts 

– Student Merge workflow

– Student Split workflow

• Notify other jurisdictions of planned student moves
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Basic Student Search
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Search Results
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Consolidated View
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Historical View
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Break
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Questions?
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Breakout Session 2

Name two instances where having access to 
MSIX data or capabilities would have made a 
difference in recruiting a child?
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MSIX Processes and Workflows
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MSIX uses the Uniq-ID student record matching process to identify 
exact matches, near matches and new students

Student Record:

First Name
Middle Name
Last Name
Date of Birth
Gender
...

Matching engine 
compares student 

record to every pre-
existing student in 

the Uniq-ID database

Matching Outcome

MSIX assigns 
pre-existing 

identifier

Human 
intervention 
needed to 

determine if 
student already 

exists in the 
Uniq-ID database

MSIX creates 
new identifier

Action Based on Matching 
Outcome

Uniq-ID Master 
Database
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Worklist Assignment and Escalation
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Worklist Dashboard
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Workflow for Near Match Resolution
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Near Match Resolution
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Near Match Resolution
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Near Match Resolution – Confirmation Page
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Validate Merge Worklist
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Validate Merge Resolution
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Validate Merge – Confirmation Page



39

MSIX – User Initiated Merge and Split

• Student ‘Merge’ : combine multiple records for the same 
student

– Resolve MSIX-identified potential merges (‘near matches’)

– User-Initiated merge, to manually combine student records

– Validate, through a review and approval workflow  
(facilitated by user worklists, action escalations, and email 
notifications)

• Student ‘Split’ : separate erroneously combined students

– User-Initiated split, to manually separate a merged student 
record

– Validate, through a review and approval workflow 
(facilitated by user worklists and email notifications)
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Breakout Session 3

What are some ways to ensure data quality from 
the COE to MSIX?
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Break
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MSIX Security
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Security

• MSIX security is governed by Federal statutes, including:
– Federal Information Security Management Act of 2002 (FISMA)
– Privacy Act of 1974
– Family Education Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (FERPA)
– Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 

(HIPAA) 
– Office of Management and Budget Circular A-130, Appendix III, 

Security of Federal Automated Information Resources
– U.S. Department of Education Security policies

• The statutes governing MSIX require implementation of a 
security program to manage overall risk to the system and 
the data within the system
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Breakout Session 4

How could MSIX help you do a better job in 
recruiting or serving migrant children?
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How can I get more information?

Topic Contact Information

Technical or 
General MSIX 
Information

MSIX Project Team: msixteam@deloitte.com

States 
Assistance Task

MSIX States Assistance Team: 
msixstatesassistance@deloitte.com

Migrant Record 
Exchange 
Initiative

Website: 
http://www.ed.gov/admins/lead/account/recordstransfer.html

Email: msixteam@ed.gov

Jennifer K. Dozier, Jennifer.Dozier@ed.gov
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Questions?
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