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OneNOAA science discussion seminars 2008

Applied Climatology and the Role of NOAA’s Regional Climate
Centers — partners in the emerging National Climate Services

Tuesday, 21 October 2008; 11:00 — 12:00 ETZ; (SSMC-3, Room #4817, NCDC/RCC
Seminar)

Dr. Arthur T. DeGaetano (NOAA Northeast Regional Climate Center, NOAA-
NRCC-, Cornell University) and Dr. Ken Kunkel (NOAA Western Regional Climate
Center, NOAA-WRCC, Desert Research Institute)

NOAA'’s Regional Climate Centers (RCC), with a 20 plus year history, have as their
central mission the provision of relevant climate information to address the needs of
the countless activities of our nation that are climate-sensitive, particularly those that
are regional in nature. They do so by developing a better understanding of the
relationship between climate and physical and socio-economic conditions and then
developing data sets and informational products to aid in decision-making. Specific
examples of these products include climate-based indices of plant disease risk to
guide spraying decisions, lawn watering calculators used by water utilities to promote
water conservation, products aimed at guiding and enforcing environmental policy,
customized data summaries for utilities and wind energy firms, a climate-based index
of West Nile Virus risk, and agriculturally-focused soil moisture modeling. The
development of these products is supported by integrated data sets, updated
continuously, with data from real-time and near-real-time data feeds, other federal
data networks and several non-federal mesonets. These combined data sets are easily
queried to respond to an array of climate information requests, integrated to enhance
the spatial resolution of map-based products used in climate monitoring, and
dynamically linked to physical and biological models providing innovative, user-
customized web-based decision tools. The six RCCs, housed at major research
universities, provide a national network of regional climate information, expertise and
applied research. Through their affiliation with the National Climatic Data Center
(NCDCQ), their mission has evolved to provide a conduit between NCDC, National
Weather Service Field Offices, other federal agencies, state government via
interaction with the state climatologists and a diverse clientele of climate decision
makers. The centers also leverage their federal support to maintain vigorous applied
climate research programs investigating data quality, climate variability, climate
impacts and novels uses of climate data in sectorial decision making.

About Dr. Arthur DeGaetano
(http://www.eas.cornell.edu/cals/eas/people/profile.cfm?netld=atd?)

About Dr. Ken Kunkel (http://www.dri.edu/People/Kenneth.Kunkel/)

For VideoTeleConferencing (VTC) access: contact Cheryl Ingram (301-713-3284
x155) at least a day before the seminar. For Webcast access: 1) go to
http://www.mymeetings.com/nc/join.php?i=442112424&p=N0ODC4817&t=c; 2) type
in other required fields (i.e., your name, e-mail, organization; meeting number is
442112424; password is "NODC4817" -password is case sensitive- ); 3) indicate that
you have read the Privacy Policy; 4) click on Proceed. For phone access: toll free
dial 866-743-9902 using a touch-tone phone; when prompted enter participant code
4689608 followed by a "#". Please note that webcast & phone access is limited to 50
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connections on a first-come-first served basis. Space in conference room #4817 in
SSMC-3 is limited to about 20-25 people. For general questions about this seminar,
please contact Hernan Garcia and Marjorie McGuirk.
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