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Priority Issues for the PublicPriority Issues for the Public
December 2007 to March 2008December 2007 to March 2008
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NOAANOAA’’ss External External 
EnvironmentEnvironment

Coastal community growth, vulnerability, and 
environmental impact

Increasing stress on ocean and coastal resources

Freshwater availability and managing droughts 
and floods

Increasing global attention to impacts in the 
Arctic and Antarctic

High-impact weather

Increasing pressures on transportation systems 
infrastructure
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Climate change may provide an 
additional stressor to all of these



NOAANOAA
An Agency in TransitionAn Agency in Transition
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The TransitionThe Transition
Why Prepare?Why Prepare?

Capitalize on change
Communicate how NOAA adds value to 
society
Communicate growing demand for NOAA’s
products & services
Develop support for strategic priorities

OneNOAA Science Seminar 8



The TransitionThe Transition
Leadership PrioritiesLeadership Priorities

Climate
Water
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ClimateClimate

Demand
Operational challenges for many 
industries and governments 
Increasing public demand for 
relevant and reliable climate 
information

NOAA Response
Create a National Climate Service 
to provide information for decision 
making
Foster a National Climate Service 
partnership among federal 
agencies and across sectors
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WaterWater

Demand
Growing challenges created by 
changes in population, agricultural, 
energy demands, and climate 
Drought has become more 
commonplace
Increasing water allocation 
conflicts
Managers require more predictive 
information 

NOAA Response
Further integrate NOAA capabilities 
and work with federal partners to 
predict complete water cycle
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CoastsCoasts

Demand
Multiple and complex problems 
are increasing the pace and scale 
of impacts
Independent and fragmented 
management regimes 
Current management approaches 
fail to keep pace with cumulative 
impacts 

NOAA Response
Integrate NOAA capabilities
Promote national priorities and 
framework
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Figure: County Population Change 
(1970 – 2000) in 1000’s of people

Red: coastal counties
Green: non-coastal counties



High Impact WeatherHigh Impact Weather

Demand
US residents face a range of 
hazards
Continued significant impacts to 
lives and livelihoods

NOAA Response
Contribute to the nation’s disaster 
response planning
Continue to improve the forecasts 
and delivery
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Ocean & Marine LifeOcean & Marine Life

Demand
Growing challenges associated 
with climate change and resource 
use
Critical to the vitality of the US 
economy

NOAA Response
Conservation and management of 
species protected under the 
MMPA and ESA
Implementation of the Magnuson-
Stevens Act 
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TransportationTransportation

Demand
Aging air, surface and marine 
transportation infrastructures
Increasing congestion delays, 
accidents and costs 

NOAA Response
Provide transportation-specific weather, 
navigation, positioning, and emergency 
response products and services
Provide leadership for aviation weather 
in Next Generation Air Transportation 
System
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PORTS© Air Gap Sensor—Long Beach, CA



InfrastructureInfrastructure
Satellite systems, ships, aircraft, 
buoys, and other observing 
systems
High performance computing and 
associated facilities are critical to 
our performance 
Clearly defined capabilities and 
increasing future requirements
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Moving ForwardMoving Forward
Critical elements for successCritical elements for success
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GEOSS

Regional 
Collaboration

Education, Outreach 
& Extension

Communications
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DRIVEN BY THE WIND

OR SETTING OUR COURSE?




