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> Cover metro Baltimore,
Maryland and beyond

» Dally circulation: 310,000
» Sunday circulation: 470,000
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Air quality on the

weather page
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Up close on the
weather page

OToday's forecast @ Yesterday

Air Quality Index
0 50 100 150 200+
® O
Good Moderate Poor Unhealthy
Ultraviolet Index
0 1 23 4567 89 10+
®
Low Moderate High  Very high
Pollen
0 50 100+
) E
Good Moderate Poor

*Drs. Golden & Matz, LLC; As of 4 p.m. yesterday




Who writes about air
qguality?

> Environment reporters

»> Science reporters

» Health and fithess reporters
> Nelghborhood reporters

> Any reporter who might be
assigned a daily weather story



Types of Air Quality
Stories
-

(What we’re writing
about already)



“Bad” Weather Days

Thursday, August 8, 2001
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“Bad” Ozone Days

Wave of
code red
pollution
expected

Ozone seen hitting
dangerous level
throughout region

By HEaTHER DEWAR
BUNSTATIYF

For the first time this year,
the Baltimore area is in for a
three- or four-day stretch of
air pollution high enough o
be unhealthy for everyone,
according to [Orecasters at

Forecasters
predict poor
air quality
today in Md.

By HEATHER DEWAR
HUNSTAFF

Forecasters say air pollution
levels will reach the code-red
danger zone today for the first
time this year, soaring high
enough to be unhealthy for ev-
eryone by midafternoon.

Hot weather is expected to
push concentrations of gmund-
level ozone, the main lng‘redlent
in smog, to 128 parts per billion
in Central Maryland. Forecaster
Matthew G. Seybold of the state
Department of the Environment
sald westerly winds are carr:.ring

—nolhiitants from the Ohin Vallev

Blanket
of ozone
drifts

into Md.

First Code Red this vear;
similar alerts expected

Staving indoors recommended

By DexMis O'Brigx

BUNSAST AN

Yesterdays heat brought an
urwanted guest to Maryland for
the first time this year — really
bad air

State envirmonmental officials
Issued their first Code Red
ozone plert yesterday and said

they might ig=ge similar wam-

Source: Baltimore Sun, June 27, 2001; June 11, 2002; June 26, 2003.




Tips for Health

HoMeE & FaAMILY

HEALTH £ FITNESS

Code Red air weighs heavy on athletes

High ozone levels affect
all who venture oulside,
including the most fil
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Tips for Health

Exercise strategies for Code Red days

The Maryland Department of
the Environment operates a Web
site (www.mde.state md.us/Air/
AirForecast.asp) that allows area
residents to monitor air quality. The
media also report high ground-level
ozone alerts.

An average of 10 Code Red days
occur every summer in Maryland, ac-
cording to an MDE spokesman. If
you exercise on Code Red days:

m Work out early in the morning or
after the sun sets, when ozone levels
aren't as high.

m Slow down. “You don't need to
push it quite as much,” trainer Jeff

Sanborn says.

= Those with allergies or asthma
should follow preseribed medical
protocols.

m When possible, exercise or swim
indoors in an air-conditioned envi-
ronment with closed windows.

= When running, walking or bik-
ing, choose shady trails that are cool-
er and removed from exhaust fumes.

= Don't forget water. “Anything in
the dead of summer, especially over
four miles, you definitely want to car-
ry water with you,” runner Jessica
Clements says.

m If exercising outside at night,
wear reflective material.

Source: Baltimore Sun, July 20, 2003.




Unhealthy Air Sources

Old power plants,
clean air dilemma
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fenlinds foxr that Presidend
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Baltimore and Washington
suffered some of the nation's
worst ground-leve] ozone
pollution on June 27, 2001
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Source: Baltimore Sun,
September 7, 2001.
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Air Quality & the EPA

EPA
relaxes
rule on
clean air

Coal-fired plants o sasve
billions: renovat ions worn't
reguire pollution curkbes

Increased efficiency predicted

Emvironmental csroups
condaemn the decision

By DaviD L. GREENE

LT MAT TOMNMAL ST AFF

WASHINGTON — In avictory
for industry, the Bush adminis-
tration eased a regulation in the
Clean Alir Act yesterday so older,
coal-fired power plants wwill o
longer have to install pollution
curbs when they renovate.

Officials said the mowe, per-
haps the Bush administraton's
moast significant environmental
action to date, will enable many
power plants, refineries and fac-
tories to increase efficiency amd
imvest in technology to reduce

el T v v

Court
blocks air
pollution
regulation

Maryland, 11 states seek
to prevent rules changes

By HowaRD LIBIT
SUNSTAFF

Maryland and 11 other states
challenging the Bush adminis-
tration’s new air pollutdon rules
won an injunction in federal
court yesterday blocking some
of the most cridecal regulations
from taking effect.

The order from the U.S. Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals for the
Districet of Columbia stops the
Environmental Protection
Agency from putting in place
this week changes to the Clean
Alr Act regarding coal-fired
power plants and other indus-
trial facilities.

Source: Baltimore Sun,
August 28, 2003;
December 25, 2003.



Air Quality & the EPA

The Sun : Friday, Dec. 5, 2003: Page 34

THIL NATION
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‘alif. The blimp came Ioose from
w0 a fertilizer pile beside a plant
12-root-long Hilmp was injured.

EPA introduces program
to reduce air pollution

Maryland is skeptical
that ‘cap and trade’ plan
will actually cut smog

By HEaTHER DEWAR
BUMNMSTAFF

Announcing a new, market-
driven air pollution control pro-
gram yesterday, the chief of the
U.8. Environmental Protection
Agency said the plan would help
rid Maryland of persistent smog
that threatens the health of one
in three state residents.

But state officials, pollution
experts and environmentalists
disagreed, saying that the plan
won't guarantee a solution to

the country's worst ozone pollu-
tion, was never able to meet the
old, more lenient standard .

“The bhiggest problem we've
got is ozone transport from out
of state said Kendl P Philbrick,
acting secretary of the Maryland
Department of the Environ-
ment.

In a letter to the EPA in July,
Gov, Robert L. Ehrlich Jr. said
Maryland's own pollution reduc-
tions are “inseparable” from
equally steep cuts in the Mid-
west, He asked the federal
agency to explain how it would
force upwind states to clean
their air.

‘They ignored it"
. In unusually harsh criicism

ground-level czone, or sSmog —a
powerful respimtory irritant.

The EPA wants to cut sulfur
dioxide emissions by 70 percent
by 20156 and would cut nitrogen
oxide by 40 percent.,

The “trade” portion of the
program would allow utilities
that can reduce pollution below
target levels to sell the excess re-
ductions as pollution credits.
Companies that can't meet the
goals would be able to comply
I buying these credits, even if
they don't actualy reduce pol-
lutants,

“This iz the largest air pollu-
tion reduction in more than a
decade,” Leavitt said, Power
plants would have to install new
equipment at a cost of about




Toxic Chemicals

EPA says
Baltimore
alr among,
the worst

Area residents in top 5%
ol Americans endangered
by toxice pollutants

By HEATHER DEWAR
SUN STAFF

An Environmental Protection
Agency assessment of air pollu-
tion levels nationwide places
residents of Baltimore and three
neighboring counties among the
top 5 percent of Americans
whose health is endangered by
toxic pollutants.

Toxic chemical releases up slightly

Rise linked to demand
for electricity from plants
in Anne Arundel County

By HowArD LIBIT
SBUN STAFF

Toxic chemical releases in-
creased slightly in Maryland
from 2000 to 2001, largely be-
cause of increased demand for
electricity from coal and oil-
burning power generating
plants in Anne Arundel County.

That puts Maryland in con-

Fwant +a tha matiae

mrrhoama Faria

Source: Baltimore Sun, June 1,

to include limits on mercury
emissions from power plants.

In the mid-Atlantic region,
toxic releases declined by 8.6
percent to 425 million pounds in
2001, according to the report.

Federal officials said the an-
nual reporting requirement,
with results now available on
the EPA's Web site, has
prompted industry to cut pollu-
tion. “It shows real progress in
reducing chemical releases.”
Donald S. Welsh, EPA's mid-At-
lantic regional administrator,
said in a written statement.

Almost all of Maryland's toxic

ha atdwils

malaAana Tmamaaon A

of all the chemicals released in
Maryland in 2001

The increase resulted from
higher demand for electricity in
2001, said Bonnie Johansen, a
government affairs representa-
tive for Constellation Energy
Group, which owns the plants.

Despite the large quantities of
chemicals released, Johansen
said Constellation has worked
to reduce emissions of chemicals
such as nitrogen oxide, a key
component to the creation of
ozone that leads to unhealthy
air quality in the summer.

“We have taken our money
Aanmd Aimaatad it tamrawnd tha

2002; July 2, 2003.




Dust Particles

Page 104 - Thursday, Oct. 2, 2003 : The Sun

THE NATION

Dust from demolition fades quickly, study finds

Sharp rise in particles
was expected, authors say

By Howarp LisrT
BUNSTAFF

Explosive demaolition of build-
ings ean produce significant in-
creases in harmful airborne dust
particles, but the consequences
are short-lived, sccording to a
study released yvesterday by re-
searchers at the Johns Hopkins
Bloomberg School of Public

Heslth.

The study — one of the first to
examine the effects of explosive
demolitions on air quality —
concluded that spectators
should be discouraged from
standing near the site, and that
neighbors should stay indoors
or try to be upwind from the
aresa

“There was g huge spike in air
particles associated with the im-
plosion, which I think was very
intuitive]” said Timothy J. Buck-
ley, the study's lead author and

an associate professor in the
school's environmental health
seiences department. “What
came as A surprise is that I
would have expected that the
concentrations would have re-
mained elevated for some time
— on the omer of hours — be-
vond the implosion, That didnt
happen’”

Published in this month's
Journal of the Alr and Waste
Management Association, the
report focused on the demoli-
tion of the 22-story Broadway

Homes at Broadway and Fay-
ette Street in East Balimore on
Aug. 19, 2000, The wreckers used
dynamite to collapse the build-
ing on itself, a process known as
implosion,

In 1998, Baltimore chose that
technique to tear down all of its
high-rise public housing com-
plexes for families. The last,
Flag House Courts, was demol-
ished in February 2001,

For the study, monitors weme
placed at four indoor and seven
outdoor locations around the
Bm&dw&iy Homes sjte. T_EE_Y

Hopkins researchers studied airbx
demolished the Broadway Homes



Communicating with the

L ocal Print Press
I

(How to get your stories
Into the newspaper)



Deadlines

> Advance notice

> Don’t walit until 5 p.m. to pitch
daily story ideas

> Call back (promptly!)



Providing Information

» Don’t limit access only to PR people.
Make scientists available to talk,
too.

» Give us the raw data, not just copies
of the pre-made charts.

» To avolid mistakes, encourage
reporters to call back with “late-
breaking” questions (even after
hours).



Helpful Hints

> Don’t over-sell stories.

> Remember the competitive
nature of the media.

> Don’t walit for deadline stories
to meet reporters. Get to know
them 1n advance.

> Be persistent. Don’t give up.
Keep pitching ideas.



Contact Information

Howard Libit
Baltimore Sun
410-332-6464
410-752-6049 (fax)
howard.libit@baltsun.com
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