
Reporting the Air Quality 

Story: What Works


Local Media


How to get Air Quality in 

Print


Howard Libit Baltimore Sun




Baltimore Sun


�Cover metro Baltimore, 

Maryland and beyond


�Daily circulation: 310,000 
�Sunday circulation: 470,000


�www.baltimoresun.com 



Air quality on the 

weather page




Up close on the

weather page




Who writes about air 

quality?


� Environment reporters 
� Science reporters 
� Health and fitness reporters


� Neighborhood reporters 
� Any reporter who might be 

assigned a daily weather story 



Types of Air Quality 

Stories


(What we’re writing


about already)




“Bad” Weather Days




“Bad” Ozone Days


Source: Baltimore Sun, June 27, 2001; June 11, 2002; June 26, 2003. 



Tips for Health


Source: Baltimore Sun, July 20, 2003. 



Tips for Health


Source: Baltimore Sun, July 20, 2003. 



Unhealthy Air Sources


Source: Baltimore Sun, 

September 7, 2001. 



Air Quality & the EPA


Source: Baltimore Sun, 
August 28, 2003; 
December 25, 2003. 



Air Quality & the EPA




Toxic Chemicals


Source: Baltimore Sun, June 1, 2002; July 2, 2003. 



Dust Particles




Communicating with the 

Local Print Press


(How to get your stories 

into the newspaper)




Deadlines


� Advance notice


� Don’t wait until 5 p.m. to pitch 
daily story ideas 

� Call back (promptly!)




Providing Information


� Don’t limit access only to PR people.
Make scientists available to talk, 
too. 

� Give us the raw data, not just copies
of the pre-made charts. 

� To avoid mistakes, encourage
reporters to call back with “late­
breaking” questions (even after
hours). 



Helpful Hints


� Don’t over-sell stories.

� Remember the competitive

nature of the media. 
� Don’t wait for deadline stories 

to meet reporters. Get to know
them in advance. 

� Be persistent. Don’t give up.
Keep pitching ideas. 



Contact Information


Howard Libit


Baltimore Sun


410-332-6464


410-752-6049 (fax)

howard.libit@baltsun.com


mailto:howard.libit@baltsun.com
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