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'kerﬁeiﬂerrett‘enﬁdn:i's,kc‘elled to the changes in the following sections:

,p‘phcatrons frled wrth a petltlon to correct
’”'er‘_ﬂ3 “CFR 1 48(a) Appllcatrons flled with

app rcatlon Appllcatrons frled W|th petltlons under- 37 ;
FR 1.47. and 1. .48(a) will be forwarded to the Office of
~ Petitions for consideration of the petitions after marhng of
U the filing recelpt Also revised to reflect that the time
. period for response to a “Notice to File Missing Paris of
Application, Filing Date Granted” is two months from the
date of the notice. Form paragraph 2.14.01 has been
inserted and form paragraph 10.10 has been revised
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; has been rewsed An example has been added to
|Hustrate the Iast day of pendency of a provusnonal

le amendment to 37 CFFH 10.. Form

% {
.08 Revised mailing address for submitting assignment
.- documents filed together with new applications or
, ~peuuons
- Hewsed to reflect change to Form PTOL-85B.
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[
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| F{ewritten to indicate the Office no longer processes
equests for. mdexrng additional patent numbers or

| numbers agamst a recorded document. Each
' ecordatron must rnclude the document to be

_ d to xplaln Customer Number practrce Forms
»TO/SB/121 125 have been mserted )

3.01 ”'Revrsed to |nd|cate that an assocrate attorney may
£ ”,}‘*change the correspondence address

- ©.409.01(a) Hevrsed to mdrcate that if a court certlflcate is not
. available, a legal memorandum prepared and signed by

~ an attorney familiar with the law of the jurisdiction
- involved may be submitted to demonstrate that persons

5 Rev. 3, July 1997



S|gn|ng on behalf of a deceased inventor are heirs of the
ceased and are authonzed to act on his or her behalf

{0 i delcate that the examlner determlnes whether

. “mdtcate,thatan oath or dectaratlon S|gned by
' ,i'omt mventors wnth the S|gnature block of

he hbn-sngmng mventor Also revnsed to
,hn_g recelpt quI be sent to apphcant pnor to

- Revised to reflect amendment to 37 CFR 1.1, to specify
- the “walk-up” window for filing trademark-related papers,
- and to indicate the effect of incorrectly addressing
- correspondence.

”t’Wf?“J
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~+ Revisedto clarify addresses for documents filed directly
-or sent by pnvate courier.

evused to clanfy the timeliness treatment provided when
sing a certificate of transmission in accordance with 37
FR 1.8. ;E’rror in the text of 37 CFR 1 6 corrected.

Bevrsed;to clanfy that the appllcatlon number identified
~on a postcard receipt is the preliminary assignment of the
: applrcatlon number, and that the filing receipt represents
the official assrgnment of a specrfrc applrcatlon number
‘which'is controllmg in the event of an inconsistency.
‘Revised to reflect changes in procedure regarding the
;fflssuance of: fllrng receipts.. A filing receipt will be issued
‘atthe time a determination is made by the Office that the
ap "lrcatlo | meets the mlnrmum requrrements to receive a

‘ews d to ,ndlcate that new appllcatrons flled in
‘accordance with 37 CFR 1.10 will be stamped with the
‘date of deposit as “Express Marl” wrth the United States
.eff‘-,Postal Servrce : ; : :

02 . 'xReVIsed to mdrcate that new appllcatlons filed in

e ;accordance with 37 CFR 1.10 will be stamped with the

. date of deposit as “Express Marl” in the Umted States
: ‘;{:Postal Servrce s

'L *“{Revnsed to reflect amendment to 37 CFFl 1. 6(a) and
- addition of 87 GFR 1.9(h) defining “Federal holiday within
k{i-the Dlstnct of Columbla =

512 Revrsed to clarify that for purposes of 37 CFR
' . 1.8(a )(1)(i)(A), first class mail is interpreted as including
- “Express Mail” and “Priority Mail” deposited with the U.S.
Postal Service. Also revised to clarify the timeliness
treatment of correspondence transmitted by facsimile.
Language has been added warning that the last day for
pendency of a provisional application may occur on a

l

e Saturday, Sunday, or Federal holiday within the District of
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~

~Columbia, and indicating that new applications filed in N
- accordance with 37 CFR 1.10 wili be stamped with the
date of deposnt as “Express Mail” in the United States

" "paragraph.s 05 01 has been mserted and form ‘
pa{agraph 6.05.16. has been rev:sed ‘Form PTO/SB/01,

sclaration for utlllty or desngn patent apphcatlon has
been revnsed b |

: Rewsed to |nd|cate that If no post offlce address is llsted
“in the oath or declaration and a full street address is
. given for applicant’s residence, the given address will be
-+ presumed to be the post office address. Form paragraph
6.09.02 has been inserted.

8 Rev. 3, July 1997



?"?605'~04(b '*Revrsed to specrfy procedures for correcting
:typographlcal or translrteratron errors in the spelling of an
inventor's. name ;

) § pecrfy;procedures for correctrng
a_nshteratron errors in the spelling ofan

dependent,clarms that farl to further hmrt'the subject :
natter of a previous clarm should be: objected to under 37
CFR 1 75( ) Form paragraph 7.36 has been mserted

Form paragraphs 6.28.02 and 6.28.03 have been
o :rnserted

‘ ‘Revised to reflect amendments to 37 CFR 1.84 and to
o | rndrc_ate drawings are accepted in two different size

9 Rev. 3, July 1997



formats Defrnrtrons of “plan” and “elevation” views have
'eerr added Form paragraphs 6.22. 01 6 22.07, 6.23.01,

theinformatron or, in an apphcatron filed under

\dded Ianguagesuccmcﬂy descrlblng examlnatron g
cedure - : , '
,Added cross- references to sections of Chapter 200 and
1800 for determining the effective filing dates of

o applrcatrons filed under 35 U.S.C. 371.

ﬁ"706.02'(b); Deleted reference to filing a petition under 37 CFR 1.183
- .~ along with an affidavit or declaration under 37 CFR 1.131

10 Rev. 3, July 1997
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n;‘afcommon ownership S|tuat|on in view of the addition of

cate that where commonly owned
iming the same patentable invention,

d an affidavit or declaration under
ed to overcome a rejection

upltcatee or cover the same thmg, |t is proper after

e clarm to:object to the other clarm under 37

Revise toed|scuss when |t is proper to make a rejectlon .
here is a new ground of rejection whlch relies
formation submitted in an’ mformatron disclosure
tatement dunng the perrod set forth in 37 CFR 1 .97(c)

| w;th a fee Form paragraph 7.40.01 has been added.

Revrsed to mdrcate an authonzatlon for an extension of
time for an examiner's amendment must be made of
- record in an examiner's amendment by mdrcatrng, among
- other mformatron when the authorization was given.

11 Rev. 3, July 1997



7.0 e) | Revrsed to delete requirement for designating in an Office

- 713.04

_action the class and subclass in which an original

' bkllc’atlon located outside the Office will be filed.

m paragraphs 7_.}37501 through 7.37.13 have been

i or;apphcatlons relatrng to brotechnology filed by
licarits who are small éntities and applications relating
entlons for countering terrorism. “Also revised to

te that all petltrons to make spemal are decxded by

tron to w:thdraw the holdmg of abandonment
”table’ e ,

Rev ed'to reﬂect amendment to 37 CFR 1.10 and to
g;change malhng address for a conditional petition to
,revxve Forms PTO/SB/61 PTO/SB/63 and PTO/SB/64 ~

ewsed’ to reflect amendment to 37 CFH 1 14

%Revrsed to'|nd|cate a wdeo conference |s consadered an
, mterv:ew : .

, Revrsed to mcorporate Offrce poilcy and procedures with
" regard to video conference interviews.

.Revrsed to mdlcate where a complete record of an
- interview has been incorporated in an examiner’s

amendment, it is not necessary for the examiner to

12 ~ Rev. 3, July 1997




i 716 |

~ 716.02()

complete an Interview Summary Form. Also revised to
addg references to video conference interviews.

,' to add references to video conference

/i ,at{;prror to an interview in the
N office,. all papers not necessary to the
terview should be:placed cut cf vrew

or fect amendmentto 37 CFR 1 52( a).

fter the. ftllng ef an appeal briefin
\ ;{;\Added Ianguage indicating the Office
ize f‘.‘condrtlonal’fauthorlzatlons to charge '

i,rewseu'te‘clartfv' the effectlve date as a prror art reference

S /patent granted on an apphcatron frled under 35

JfDeIeted refere’nce to ftlmg a petttton under 37 CFFt 1. 183
o ,'along with an affidavit or declaration under 37 CFR 1.131
. in a common ownership situation and added reference to

37 CFR 1. 130 instead.

Revrsed to reﬂect amendment to 37 CFR 1.132. Form
~ paragraphs 7.66.01 through 7.66.05 have been added.

Rewrltten to reﬂect recent Federal Circuit decision in /In re
Chu.
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ct|ons have been added and the
7 ‘Tth)‘rough :71 7 07 respectlvely

: fHevused to clanfy that publuc use oi' on sale must be in
- this country ' -

o -Revused schedule of times for taking testimony and for

filing and serving copies of the record and briefs in a
public use proceeding. Also revised discussion of the
use of affidavits or declarations as testimony.

14 Rev. 3, July 1997
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HfCHAPTER 800:

New sectlon added to address restriction of nucleotide
sequences. :

aragraph numbermg has been corrected in Chart
: vlsed the discussion of In re Schneller regarding
‘tatutory type double patentmg rejectlon and to set

;upon the a!Iowance of the Imkmg claim, the restriction
‘ ’reqwrement as to the llnked mventions shall be-

Fx :(Form paragraphs 8.45, 8.46 and 8.47 have been added
- to be used to notify applicant of the allowance of a linking
- claim.
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i ~1"..~'.~‘111Form paragraph 8.21 has been deleted and form
’ paragraphs 8 21 01 8 21 .03 have been inserted.

sert form paragraphs 8.42 through 8.44
ould be used to notify applicant of the rejoinder
s claims w ch‘»rnclude all of the limitations of an

/ i ;"Manual of Classrflcatron
.\,"9021’01(a) Added language mdlcatmg the Index to the U.S.

- Classification System is available to PTO personnel on-
line in the “Examination ToolKit.”

16 Rev. 3, July 1997
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02 Added language indicating the classification definitions
are available to PTO personnel on-line in the
xami_ri‘ationfTOOIKit "

kcnbe' patent mformatlon and search tools

is ject:on _as ee’n added to dISCUSS Locarno S
rnation ‘I'CIaSSIflcatlon desugnatnons for desugn patent |

(d] Revused to mdlcate the exammer should keep in mind the

y

: ;crlterla to estabhsh a prima facie case of obviousness
when outhnmg a fleld of search

o CHAPTER 1000

4 ,’/ 1002;02(b) Revused to update list of petitions and requests decided
by the Office of Petitions.

17 Rev. 3, July 1997



002 02(c) Revnsed to update hst of petltlons decided by Group
~.~D|rectors '

Re vnsed.fto mdlcate that petitions to make
ology apphca‘uons special where the applicant is
lty‘are_demded by the Group Director of Group

5 ;4f‘1“:'iff‘1F?ei/i‘séd to indicate that cu,'rrént‘fees are listed in 37 CFR
. 147(e)-(g). The recommended letter for a notice of
- appeal has been replaced by form PTO/SB/31. .

" Revised to indicate that amendments filed after final may
, be'entered upon or after the filing of the appeal brief.
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Formparagraph *1 2.48 has been inserted.

rn‘y the f|I|ng date of a NOtICG of Appeal to

.03 | Added reference to recent Federal CII‘CUI'[ demsuon
B "".fiForm paragraph 14. 11 01 has been inserted.
e 1456 L Rewrltten to discuss monltormg and review of reissue

applications by the Office of the Special Program
Examiner in the Examining Groups.

19 Rev. 3, July 1997



; : Révused to reflect change to Form PTOL-85B. Form o
‘g_\;]paragraphs 10.15-10.18 have been inserted.

k Rewsed to set forth the malhng address for requests for

37‘ CFH 1, 163(c) and (d) have been mserted Language
,has been added descnbmg a plant color codlng sheet,

Ty
4

Rev:sed malllng address for mternatlonal apphcat!ons and
related. papers. Revised to indicate that if the procedures
_under 37 CFR 1.8 are |mproperly used in filing a PCT
mternanonal apphcatlon or related papers, the date
r-rgaccorded will be the date of rece:pt unless that day is a
xiiSaturday, Sunday, or hollday ,

. The llst of PCT member states has been updated.

1820 ’Revused to explam the proof of authority requirements for
’ a person signing on behalf of a legal entity.

1834 Revised to reflect amendment to 37 CFR 1.10,

20 Rev. 3, July 1997



; Revrsed to rndrcate whrch papers may be submitted by
z*]facsrmrle ; _

: i drcate that New Zealand and Israel have
” "dded to the Irst of countrres for which the USPTO,

| Ftevrsed to add Ianguage descrrbrng un|ty of mventron
practrce wrth respect to nucleotrde sequences

' 'vrsed marlrng address for frlrng a Demand for
nternatlonal prelrmrnary examination. Also revised to add
srael and New Zealand to the: list of countries for which
JSPTO has agreed to serve: as an lnternatlonal

nary'Examlnlng Authorlty '

Form: Paragraphs 18 19-18 21 have been inserted.
_‘/;Error in text of 37 CFR 1 484 has been corrected

1893. 011(a)(1) Revrsed to rndrcate that the notrce of missing
r:*requrrements Irsts several |tems wh|ch 37 CFR 1 497( ),
b)‘“and-t 63 requrre - o \ :

1G5 Ftevrsed to mdrcate that the notlce of missing
;equrrements lists. several items wh|ch 37 CFR 1.497(a),
b)a and 1 63 requrre o : :

¥

'1 893.;01(e) 37 CFR 1 497 has been inserted. Revrsed to indicate
, that applicants entering the national stage in the U.S. are
required to file an oath or declaration of the inventor in
accordance with 37 CFR 1.497(a), (b), and 1.63.

1893.03 Revised to indicate that a national stage application will
D be forwarded to the appropriate examining group for
~examination in turn based on the 35 U.S.C. 371(c) date of
the application.

P
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893.03 a)'z.‘Folrm'PCT/DO/EO/QDS has been revised.

no'rrtyaclalm‘under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d), and to
'“aI,stage application file is checked to
py of the certified copy of the priority
Revised to' rndrcate that it is not necessary to
e first sentence of the specrflcatron of an ,

n filed under 35 u. S C 371 to reference the
natlonalfappllcatron 0

sed ( cate that a photocopy of the forelgn priority
cument recerved from the. Internatrona! Bureauis
Siflel 0€ abhsh that applrcant has filed the certified

es to 35 U. S C 119 have been changed
Q(a)-'(d)ﬁ’i L

,vrsed to reflect amendment to 37 bFR 1291 andto
ecify the condrtlons under whrch a orotest W|il be fuIIy
nsrdered e

Added Ianguage expfammg that protests ralsmg fraud or

other inequitable conduct issues will be entered in the

,,applrcatron file, generally wrthout comment on those
:%prssues o , ¥

?Added !anguage explarnrng that protests which do not
adequately identify a pending application will be returned
~ to the protestor.

,,‘1 901.04  Revised to reflect amendment to 37 CFR 1.291 and to set
' ~ forth procedures for handling a protest which is submitted

22  Rev. 3, July 1997
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fpnor to the martrng of a notrce of allowance under 37 CFR
1.811. . S

me 'd_»ment to 87 CFFt 1.201 and to

o anguage rndrcatrng that the mherent drsclosures ;'
ror,art'refe_rence may be re'red upon m a rejectron s

[ may be present in the pr»or art is not
tabhshsthe'-mherencyg Jf that characterrstrc

.S. 1 GZ(e) date of a U S patent clarmrng prrorrty
_der35USC1190r120 e . ,

Added references to several Federal Circuit decisions.
_ 21\33.03( )Added drscussren of recent Federal Circuit decision.

| *21 _3’3.03(b) Added reference to recent Federal Circuit decision.

23 Rev. 3, July 1997



) A .dd‘édreference to recent Federal Circuit decision. _
evrsed to 'iclarn‘y when the international filing date of a
reference can be used to antedate the

PP :atienberngexammed ‘

e mterlm guwdellnes for the

offa prlor arnt suggestron of makrng a
'etermmmg prrma facre : ,

tten .to;idrscuss the standard for determrnmg whether
specification meets the enablement requrrement

1l; ectron was‘/iadded to drscuss factors to be "
, \,nsrdered in determlnlng whether any necessary
. expenmentatron is “undue "

;.21 64 01 (b) Thrs sectron was added to discuss the determmatron of
- whether a specification would have enabled one skilled in
the art to make the claimed invention.

; 2164 01 (c) This sectron was added to discuss the determination of

whether a specification would have enabled one skilled in
the art to use the claimed invention. S

24 Rev. 3, July 1997



02 ‘_Added Ianguage dlscussmg working examples as well as
51correlat|on‘ between animal model assays and a disclosed

dlscuss the relatlonshlp between the amount
r direction:needed to enable-an invention,
owledge m the state of the art and the

‘-{Rewntten to -dlSCU.:S the reIevance of the quantlty of
'xpenmentatlon needed to be performed in determining’
whether a specnficatlon would have been enabling to one
. skilled in the art. The information previously found in this
e sectlon has been mcorporated in MPEP § 2164 06(a)

2164 06(a) Th|s added sectlon contams mformatton WhICh previously
b - appeared in MPEP § 2164.06 pertment to examples of
enablement issues when there is missing information.

| 2164.06(b) This section has been added to exemplify enablement
issues arising in chemical cases.

25 Rev. 3, July 1997



‘V"Rewntten to clarify the relationship of the enablement .
requrrement under 35 U S.C. 11210 the utility

rncorporated in MPEP § 2172 01 for better context

- sed !scussmn of Ianguage fallrng W|t*1|n the scope of
35 U. S C 112 S|xth paragraph _ .

5 ":f"_Added reference to recent Supreme Court decrsmn
o f-_"Rewrrtten to drscuss the relationship between

- “equivalents” as used in 35 U.S.C. 112, sixth paragraph
- and the doctrine of equivalents.

26 Rev. 3, July 1997



kample Ietter notlfylng patent owner and third
.sender that a prior art citation under 37 CFR

50° '(a)fjfrled after the date of the order for reexamination
II'be 'Otfgbe placed in the file until the reexamination is
term ated. Also revised procedures for processing a
prior art crtatlon whrch does not quallfy for entry under 37
'CFR 1 501 S

: __ewrltten to ctarrfy that the Offlce wrll accept at any time

, Revrsed to mdrcate that a request for reexamlnatron
fiffshould not be filed to resolve issues of patentability as to
Q‘fcertaln references while - . ;e same time urging that

~ those references do not present a substantial new
,}"";questron of patentablhty Reviszd to clarify that the copy
—of the patent provided should mclude the drawrngs as
whole pages of drawings and may present the front page
- ofthe patent in whole page format Form PTO/SB/S? has
o jbeen updated | |

Revrsed to clanfy that if the entlre fee for reexamination is
- not. pald the request will be considered incomplete.

2217 Revrsed to delete discussion of handling of admissions
L | during the éxamination stage of a reexamination
proceeding, and to cross reference MPEP § 2258
instead.
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Revrsed mallrng address for submrttrng a change of

( ate wrli be assrgned and no
Also revrsed to indicate that if the -
) ;pl\eted any partral fee will be

orders of coples of ,
"rted‘*’references and the frle

;: he :Offrces of the Specral Program |
Exammer must be notrfred of the transfer of a

vised to indicate that where a reexamrnatron request is
ledina patent in whrch a reexamination has already
yeen ordered, the new request should be decrded
mmedrately N -

T Revrsed to clarrfy meamng of a substantlal new question
- of patentability and to clarify policy where a federal court

- decision has been issued regarding the validity or

. _enforceability of a patent.

& 2058 a Revised to clarify the scope of reexamination with regard

to consideration of 35 U.S.C. 112 issues, and to set forth
criteria for determining whether an amendment enlarges

28 Rev. 3, July 1997




o ,;the scope of the claims of the patent. Also revised to

clarify that in a reexamination proceeding, an admission
-~ from any source can be used with respect to interpreting

or modrfyrng a prlor art patent or prrnted publication.

ised to ‘”drcate that an exténsion of time in a
‘____'tIO proceedrng is requested pursuant to 37

Ftevrsed marhng address for submrttrng requests to
i update post-lssuance patent mformatlon

5 ,,:-?Reptaced “Payor Number” wrth “Customer Number.”

'“}- Hevrsed marlrng address for petitions under 37 CFR
1.8377. |

| 2’590 B Hevrsed to clarify' requirements for showing “unavoidable
S delay” in the payment of a maintenance fee. The mailing

29 Rev. 3, July 1997
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Foreword

This Manual is published to provide Patent and Trademark Office patent examiners, applicants, at-
torneys, agents, and representatives of applicants with a reference work on the practices and procedures
relative to the prosecution of patent applications before the Patent and Trademark Office. It contains
instructions to examiners, as well as other material in the nature of information and interpretation, and
outlines the current procedures which the examiners are required or authorized to follow in appropriate
cases in the normal examination of a patent application. The Manual does not have the force of law or
the force of the Patent Rules of Practice in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations.

A separate manual entitled “Trademark Manual of Examining Procedure” is published by the Patent
and Trademark Office as a reference work for trademark cases.

Examiners will be governed by the applicable statues, the Rules of Practice, decisions, and orders
and instructions issued by the Commissioner and the Assistant Commissioners. Orders and Notices still
in force which relate to the subject matter included in this Manual are incorporated in the text. Orders
and Notices, or portions thereof, relating to the examiners” duties and functions which have been
omitted or not incorporated in the text may be considered obsolete. Interference procedure not directly
involving the Primary Examiner are not included in this Manual and, therefore, Orders and Notices
relating thereto remain in force.

Subsequent changes in practice and other revisions will be incorporated in the form of substitute or
additional pages for the Manual.

Suggestions for improving the form and content of the Manual are always welcome. They should be
addressed to:

**>Box MPEP
Assistant Commissioner for Patents
Washington, D.C. 20231 <

For sale by the Superi dent of D US. G Printing Office, Washington, D. C. 20402
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Constitutional Basis

The Constitution of the United States provides:

“Art. 1, Sec. 8. The Congress shall have power . .. To
promote the progress of science and useful arts, by secur-
ing for limited times to authors and inventors the exclu-
sive right to their respective writings and discoveries.”

Statutes

~ Pursuant to the provision of the Constitution, Con-
gress has over the years passed a number of statutes un-
der which the Patent and Trademark Office is organized
and our patent system is established. The provisions of
the statutes can in no way be changed or waived by the
Patent and Trademark Office.

Prior to January 1, 1953, the law relating to patents
consisted of various sections of the Revised Statutes of
1874, derived from the Patent Act of 1870 and numerous
amendatory and additional acts.

By an Act of Congress approved July 19, 1952, which
came into effect on January 1, 1953, the patent laws were
revised and codified into substantially its present form.
The patent law is Title 35 of the United States Code
which governs all cases in the Patent and Trademark Of-
fice. In referring to a particular section of the patent
code the citation is given, for example, as, 35 U.S.C. 31.

35U.S.C. 1. Establishment.

The Patent and Trademark Office shall continue an office in the
Department of Commerce, where records, books, drawings, specifica-
tions,and other papersand things pertaining to patentsand totrademark
registrations shall be kept and preserved, except as otherwise provided
bylaw. ¢

Rules of Practice

One of the sections of the patent statute, namely,
35 U.S.C. 6, authorizes the Commissioner of Patents and
Tradematiks, subject to the approval of the Secretary of
Commerce, to establish regulations, not inconsistent
with law, for the conduct of proceedings in the Patent
and Trademark Office.

37 CFR 1.351. Amendments 1o rules will be published.

All amendments to the regulations in this part will be published in
the Official Gazette and in the Federal Register.

37 CFR 1.352, Publication of notice of proposed amendments.

(a) Whenever required by law, notice of proposed amendments to
the regulations in this part will be published in the Official Gazette and in
the Federal Register. If not published with the notice, copies of the text
will be furnished to any person requesting the same. All comments,
suggestions, and briefs received within a time specified in the notice will

be considered before adoption of the proposed amendments which may
be modified in the light thereof.

(b) Oral hearings may be held at the discretion of the Commission-
er.

These regulations or rules and amendments thereto
are published in the Federal Register and in the Official
Gazette. In the Federal Register and in the Code of Fed-
eral Regulations these rules are Fart 1 of Title 37, Pat-
ents, Trademarks, and Copyrights, and the individual
rules, called sections, are numbered with the Part num-
ber and a decimal point prefixed to the rule number. A
booklet entitled “37 Code of Federal Regulations,” pub-
lished by the Office of the Federal Register, contains all
of the patent rules as well as trademark rules and copy-
right rules. Persons desiring a copy of the patent rules
should order a complete copy of “Title 37, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations” from the Superintendent of Docu-
ments.

The primary function of the Rules of Practice is to
advise the public of the regulations which have been es-
tablished in accordance with the statutes and which must
be followed before the Office. The Rules of Practice gov-
ern the examiners, as well as applicants and their attor-
neys. The Rules of Practice appear in the Manual of Pat-
ent Examining Procedure as Appendix R.

Commissioner’s Orders and Notices

From time to time, the Commissioner of Patents and
Trademarks has issued Orders and Notices relating to
various specific situations that have arisen in operating
the Patent and Trademark Office. Notices and circulars
of information or instructions have also been issued by
other Office Officials under authority of the Commis-
sioner. Orders and Notices have served various purposes
including directions to the examiners giving them in-
struction, information, interpretations, and the like.
Some may be for the information of the public, advising
what the Office will do under specified circumstances.

Decisions

In addition to the statutory regulations, the actions
taken by the examiner in the examination of applica-
tions for patents are to a great extent governed by deci-
sions on prior cases. Applicants dissatisfied with an ex-
aminer’s action may have it reviewed. In general, that
portion of the examiner’s action pertaining to objections
on formal matters may be reviewed by petition to
the Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks (see
MPEP § 1002) and that portion of the examiner’s action
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pertaining to the rejection of claims on the merits, may
be reviewed by ap-peal to the Board of Patent Appeals
and Interferences (see MPEP § 1201). The distinction is
set forth in 37 CFR 1.181 and 1.191. In citing decisions as
authority for his or her actions, the examiner should cite
the decision in the manner set forth in MPEP § 707.06.

Publications Available from Superintendent
of Documents

Orders should be addressed and remittances made
payable to Superintendent of Documents, U. S. Govern-
ment Printing Office, Washington, D. C. 20402.

Patent Official Gazeite. The official journal of the
Patent and Trademark Office relating to patents. Issued
each Tuesday, simultaneously with the weekly issuance
of patents, it contains a selected figure of the drawings
and a claim of each patent granted, indexes of patents,
list of patents available for license or sale, and general in-

.formation such as orders, notices, changes in rules, and
changes in classification.

Annual Indexes. An index of the patents issued each
year is published in two volumes, one an alphabetical in-
dex of patentees and the other an index by subject matter
of inventions. The two parts are sold separately. Price
varies from year to year, depending upon size of the pub-
lication. An annual index of Trademarks contains an al-
phabetical index of trademark registrants, registration
numbers, dates published, classification of goods for
which registered, and decisions published during the cal-
endar year. Price varies from year to year, depending
upon size of the publication,

Guide for Patent Draftsmen. Patent and Trademark
Office requirements for Patent drawings with illustra-
tions.

Manual of Classification. A looseleaf volume listing
the numbers and descriptive titles of the more than 300
classes and 95,000 subclasses used in the subject classifi-
cation of patents, with an index to the classifications.
Substitute and additional pages, which are included in
the subscription service, are issued from time to time.

General Information Concerning Patents. Contains a
vast amount of general information concerning the ap-
plication for and granting of patents, expressed in non-
technical language for the layman. Multiple copies avail-
able from Superintendent of Documents.

Manual of Patent Examining Procedure. A looseleaf
manual which serves primarily as a detailed reference
work on patent examining practice and procedure for
the Patent and Trademark Office’s Examining Corps in-
cluding statutes, rules, treaties, etc. Subscription service
includes basic manual, revisions, and change notices.

Patent Attorneys and Agents Registered to Practice Be-
fore the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. An alphabeti-
cally and a geographically arranged listing of patent at-
torneys and agents registered to practice before the U. S.
Patent and Trademark Office.

Title 37—Code of Federal Regulations. Compilation
of the rules of practice of the U. S. Patent and Trademark
Office.

Publications Available From the Patent and
Trademark Office

Orders should be addressed to Patent and Trade-
mark Office, Washington, D.C. 20231. Remittances
should be made payable to Commissioner of Patents and
Trademarks. Postage stamps, Superintendent of Docu-
ments coupons or other Government coupons are not
acceptable in payment of Pateni and Trademark Office
fees.

Basic Facts About Patents. Brief nontechnical an-
swers to questions most frequently asked about Patents.

A Guide to Filing a Patent Application. Brief technical
description of the required parts of a patent application.

Patents. Copies of the specification and drawings of
all patents are available at three dollars each. When or-
dering, identify the patent by the patent number, or give
full name of the inventor and approximate date of is-
suance of the patent.

Classification Definitions. Contain the changes in
classification of patents as well as definitions of new and
revised classes and subclasses. Price is based upon size of
publication.

Weekly Class Sheets. Lists showing classification of
each patent in the weekly issue of the Patent Official Ga-
zelte.

For a current list of Patent and Trademark Office
(PTO) publications and the sources from which these
publications are available, contact the PTO General In-
formation Services Division at 1—800--786—9199 or
703~-308-4357.





