- 901.05(b)
901.05(c)
05(d)

Obtaining Copies
Transglation
on-Patent Publicati
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nnce or before Tssne
Cross-Referenees — Keeping  Systernutice
Notes during Prosecution
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MIBOT(h)y Tesuinzg in Another (mu'p‘, Withont
- Transter .
WELO&  Applicatinug-Agsignmenst and Cransfer

GOB.08 0y
HB.08(h)
HB.08(¢)
903.08 (1)

New Applications

Classification and Assignment to Examiner
Tonesdings: Inspection of Amendinents
Transfer Procedure

MR08(¢)  General Hegulatione Soverning Applica
tion Assignment

S03.08(1fy  Patent Classifier’s Decigion

WIBO8e)  Trausfer o Another Exsmining Group
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ow to Seurch
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Classification Orders and Bulletins o

Selecting Pertinent Refer
scellaneous

ing Examiners’ Copies of Patents
for Pending Applicatien Files

(a) On taking up an appli-
the examiner shall make a
‘thereof und shall make a thorough
he available prior art relating to the

' ubjecz mazzersf the invention sought to be patented.

Canceled Matter in U.S. Patent
Files  [R-16]

‘anceled matter in the application file of a
U, patert is not a proper reference as of the
filing date under 35 17.5.C. 102e, see Ex parte
Stalego. 154 USPQ 52, However, matter can-
celed fron: the application file wrapper of a
U.S. patent may llw used as priov art as of the
patent date in that it then constitutes prior
public knawledge under 35 US.C. 102(a),

901.02 Abandoned Applications
{R-17]

Rulc 165 shandoned applications ot cited. Abnn-

doned appli~ations as such will not be cited asg re-

S ferences except those which have become abandoned
T

as a resnlt of the filing and acceptance of a request
under Ruls 139,

Where an abandoned application is referred
to in an issued U.S, patent the disclosure of the
application is incorporated by reference into the
diselosure of the patent and is available to the
public.  See Rule 14(h). '

In re Heritage, 1950 (.. 419: 639 O.G. 638
holds that where a patent refers to and relies
upon the diselosure of a copending abandoned
application, such disclosure is available as a
reference.

It has also been held that where the refer-
etice pater: refers to a copending but aban-
doned application which discloses subiject mat-
ter in common with the patent. the effective
date of the referenee as to the common subjeet
matter iz che filing date of the abandoned ap-

Rev, 18, Get, 1908




&N
ch patents ‘were issue Gl
nt Series. When the statutes were

U.S. applications a ~f e lett:
. 14a) and arc not available as refere , egsP
 ever,cla appl nay jected  [esign Pa'ents
= ter 1500) are issued der a separat‘
nambers. In citing, the letter “D’
number must be gi n,e.g., D. 140000

901.05 Foreign Patents

p . ;

Applxca,tlons abandonerd er Rule 139 are Al T
treated as pending applications for limited time nsmrlzt elz‘?n(zgdmf)zllgls ueItIllx e::)ng): tfg;;gf;

_ periods regarding interferences and the filing [} - between t] date of the patent
ofa wntmumg app)matmn. | See 711 06 ) ht Ané of publi . . Generally,

901.04 U S. Patents

The followmg dlﬁ'erent series

4 Citation data pertaini i cou ,
Taan rom which the most patent pu OLS Are re
s beirig, or in the past lave been famied. ceived are given in the following sections.

~ The date of patenting given on the face of
Additional information can be obtained from
_each copy is the publication date and is the one the Scientific Library. ;

~ usually cited. e filing in most in-
901 Oa(a) * Citation Data

~ stances also given on the face of the patent, is

. orqunly the effective date eference (3o g
: Foreign patent publications that use Arabic

and Roman numerals in lieu of names to indi-

S.C. 102(e)). ,

& X- Series,  These are the pproxmatelv o

, }0‘0{;0 patents issued between 90 and July 4,  cate the date, show in order the day, month, and
1836, They were not originall numbered. but ~ vear. Roman numerals always refer to the
have been arbitrarily assigned numbers in the  month. :
sequence in which they were issued. The num- Japanese patent application publications
ber should not be cited. When copies are or- show the date in Arabic numerals, by indicating
dered, the patentee’s name and date of issue in order the year of the reign of the present
suffice for identification. Copies in stock are Emperor, the month, and the day. To convert
arranged chronologically. the . Jal]).me~e year of the Emperor to the West-

1836 Series. The mec lmmca ern calendar year, add 1925 to the Japanese
chemical patents Nued since vear. For example: 40-3-6=March 6, 1965.
quently deq(rnqtpd as “utilitv? pa,(:ents, are in- Forelgn language, alphabetical lists of the
cluded in this series. A citation by number ~ names of the months, and of the names and ab-
only is understood to refer to this series. This  breviations for the United States of .America
series comprises tlw bulk of all 1.8, patents  are shown on the following page. The lists set
isued. Some T7.8. patents issned in 1861 bear forth only selected. common]v enconntered
tweo numbers but on]y the larger number should foreigm ]angu.tge names, nnd‘do not include
be cited. those which are similar to the English language
Reissue Sorics. Rmssu?ri patents (Qw‘tlon" 'ndme@an(lthmo'mlv(mnsl'ttahlo :

. TIn using the lists, identificat ion of the foreign
1401) have been given  separate series of nium- language (except for Russian), is not necessary.

113 >
bers preceded by “Re.” 1In citing, the lefters  y 0 b0 oo into English’ Is ascertained by

and the number must be given, eq, Re 1776. 1 ) petically lncating the foreign language

The date that it is effective as a reference is name on the list.

the effective date of the originai patent ap- The list of the fmmgn langnage names and

plieation, not the filing date of the reissne  ,Lhreviations for the [nited S States is nseful in
applieation. determining whether a fmmgn language patent
A. 1. Series. From 1825 to 1861, patents  publication indicates the filing of a similar ap-

covering an inventor’s improvement on his own plication in tlw United States, ‘

e
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augusti
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maart “March
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- March
- March
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May
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October
September
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January:
September
. January
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February.
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September

June
July
June
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December
April
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Februar
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- February
February
January
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settembre
sierpnia
srpna
stycznia
syyskuu
tammikuu
toukokuu

&BryCT : August

HOHG
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CeHTH pb
despaan

SIHBAPH January

~ Alphabetical List of Selected Foreign Language Names and
Abbrevxatmns for the Lnnted States of America

Amerikas Forenta Stater

Stati Uniti o \mf'ru a

De Forenete Stater av Amerika 8.0,

EE. TU o , S.UA,

E5 CSZA.

E.UA. VSt A
V.St AL

F.U.d A,

EtatsUnis d"Amdérigue
Np.SeAL

""p()j st A,

Spojene staty Americke
Stany Zjeduoczone Amnrvkt

13%.1

Ver. StV Am erika)
Vereenigde Staten Van Amerik

Vere nmgdn Swuten Van Noord- ‘\Hl('l’lkd s

v ornnngtﬂn Staaten Von Amerika
Vorenede Stateri Amerika
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Anmeldung bekanntgem:
04 Brevet octroyé le
or)
1 toegekend op..
 mis el lecture 1

‘) 5
: G Octrooi ter inyaae gelegd orp
{ anada (1) Imued .
e : | (or)

: . misle. .. : : o o ,
Czechoslovakia . yydno . .. . | . 1 ¥Vydbno
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L : , i ; : = i Oﬂentllggién den .
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LS
#9029 [y09 1oL np on ) aufm dw ty he uw-d il shown ot patcnt

i1y Counteies whieh !mh m e mrm mw mnzuwo
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Italian patents, see the Memorandu
25, 1960 distributed to all Exan
lished ir ; ,
ing German, French and Belgian procedure in
granting patents are found in Ex parte Grusch-

witz et al., 138 U.S.P.Q. 505. This case did not

_ involve anticipation but the bar of foreign
_patenting under 35 U.S.C. 102(d).

Some eountries issue patents of addition and

hould be identified as such and, when

bered as in France, the number

patent should be cited.

f addition” generally cover im-

patented parent invention and

; rent

rentiveness in relation to the par-

‘ent invention need not be demonstrated and the
is governed by the term of the parent

by the proprietor of t.

ation of thé number of pagés of draw-

ing pecification, see T07.05(e).
~ Some foreign countries list the references
_ cited during the prosecution. These, especially
_if they are IS, patents, may be helpful, either
 as references of interest to the examiner or to
~ suggest an overlooked field of search.

German allowed applications have been is-
sued in printed form gegmnmg September 1,

cember 31, 1956, are captioned “Patentan-
meldung.” They should be cited as “German
printed applications™ and identified by the name
of the applicant, the serial number of the appli-
cation, amnd the date of publication. The
applications printed after January 1, 1957,
are captioned “Auslegeschrift® and have an
additional number which is larger than 1,000,
000 and which will be the number of the patent,
if issued. ‘This new number should be used in-
stead of the original serial nvmber. In addi-
tion to the above, data customarily given in cit-
ing foreign patents should be used. Printed
applications are listed mnder “Other Refer-
ences™ in the citation thereof,

SSIFICATION, SEARCH |

42 J.P.0O.S. 795-8. Comments concern- -

geries.

. Majesty's Stationerv Office,

_ first page of the specificati
vear, as 1451 A.D. 1912,

1955. 'Those printed from this date up to De-

139

GébrauChsmUSter
S as prior patents, but
lications since the full

1n
NETHERLANDS -
ations, unless withdrawn
January 1, 1964. They
ed “Octrooiaanvrage”. They should
s Netherlands applications giving the
er, date of publication, *Datum van ter
gelling”, name of applicant, “Aanvrager”,
customarily given in citing foreig

~ Grear Brrtamy

Certain British applications had become void
and hence lack a date of acceptance. Neverthe-
less, they were given a number in the patent
The date of publication (year only) is
given following the stateme rinted for His
and this should
be cited. ,
- British specifications prior to 1916 have
printed in large heavy type at the head of the
ion a number and
This, together with
the name, as required by the rules, is always
the proper citation of the patent. The year
given at the head of the specification is either
the vear of filing or the year of acceptance, but
in either case it is the official designation of
the patent. ‘

The year printed on the drawing is not al-
ways the year for correct designation of the
patent. rere it is not, the correct year is
shown by a small superior number or expo-
nent placed to the right and above the serial
number of the patent. as— Sl

1910—No. 4991

1912—No. 19421 13 | g
In instances of this kind the patent should be
cited as No. 499 of 1911 or No. 19421 of 1913.

Fraxce

The date of recent French patents to be taken
as the effective date vx a patent for reference
purposes is the date of the Official Bulletin of
the French Patent Office (Bulletin Officiel de 1a
Propriété Industrielle) in which the granting
of the patent was announced. This date does not
appear on the printed copies of the speeifica-
tions of the patents. The printed copies give the
date the patent was granted (délivré) and the
number of the particular issue of the Official

“Rev. 17, July 14988




nt was granted, .
sies by the word
, by decisions of . e :
Yommissioner of Patents, and copies of foreign patents can be ordered =
oard of Appeals. ing to a change in xaminer for placement in the shoes of a
ce in the French Patent Office where. )f he examines, if the patents would
ificatic ; nted patents are use in that class (905.01). =
) Translation
. ] s may request translators in the
and use iich the specification. b Sect ist them orally or with
came available e p ffe en transia specifications in lan-
date as a reference. This apply ages with which iner is not familiar. -
recent French p , goin ok to © (See 901 T ranslations—Requests _for
1,148,401 annou . Mficial Bulletin of Trarslations, and 903.08, Classification of For-
July 11, 1957 and ba of addition  #ign_Patents, below.) Alternative versions of
number 67,251. 1 ; y practice is indi- specifications, in English or other languages
; ith respect to Fr _patents prior to _known to the Examiner, can commonly be
numbers. - - found. Searches for alternate versions are per-
o . : formed in the Stack Service Section of the Nci-
e;l_t;ﬁc' Library. As a} lﬁ;ubst,ii:ute fml' translation,
«; G e . ~ this service materially reduces the apparent
dates of Swiss patents are dis-  oblem posed by a foreign langnage speci-
in Fe purte Reuge 115 USPQ Bland - foaon’ "0 1 o
152 USPQ 70. 1t should be noted that two dif- _ iR : e
ferent systems are in operation vitzerland. 901.06 Non-Patent Publications
The majority of pafents are issued without 4 printed publications may be used as ref-
 search and examination in the light of refer- L ) : o :
ireh and exa 1€ 18 . erences, the date to be cited being the publica-
ences, and the date used for these is the publica- 3, ate. Recomnized abbrevi tg lt? -
tion (veréffentlicht, publié, pubblicato) date. ¢ eriodicals n%'x\" i \‘ils:alc'le"m "tcl’"‘? 0 .?“:1.‘,""
1In two fields, inventions relating to time-kleep-  (707.05(e) ) 5 Thag in_their citation
ing, and Iventions Tl L e applicn. | LIcr® fre some Db e e ant Ex.
AR a RESERRE . ated in every group and each assistant lux-
lt)]fa?gﬂd;).ﬁitfﬁlr:t}'} f;%da?ﬁi» ?ﬁgﬁﬁx giég}‘; };%?,t, ~ aminer should ascertain which are available in
thar followed in the other caces: it follows S his group and whether or not any of them 1s
gunéml, the procec tite{irii(}érnlsir’lj* ns described . likely to bear on any class assigned to h"m'
in Iz purte iwwitz et al.. 1963 CD 859, 138 B -
US&F’C{ 505, Patents which have been issned 901.06(a) Scientific Library
m}der the tzgammatxgn; system can be recog- ‘I'he technical literature, foreign patents and
nized from information given in the heading  services supplied by the Scientific Library are
which refers to the publication of the applica-  important_to the Examiner for two primary
tion (the French and German langusge ap-  reasons. In the first place, they provide ma-
plications, Demande publi¢e and Gesuch be-  terial which must be known or searched to de-
kanntgemacht, respectively). As in the German  termine whether claims of applications are di-
practice, when a case is found allowable by the  rectly anticipated, and therefore unpatentable
examiner the applieation is published for oppo- under the provisions of 35 U.S.C. 102. In the

Rev. 17, July 1968 140



hemistry-

the various examinin grouf

compared to any 1 rade catalogs pertinent to
librar books, p " arts which they examine. The Design Patent

~dered, the Librarian and his staff obtain as-
sistance from members of the Examining Corps,
d suggestions concerning materials to be
tained are welcomed at any time. A monthly
of i0 irculated to all examinin
inning each month and
pection in the Li
: oo e r wereafter. D}uplicnte
S . L ,j . of books on this list, or any other per-
e L R s Imdn Dok, may b onderd
printed patents. These patents are ous , d'% to t} 'lups. by ?.dd' :;t,m;n:)(}rz:]l:e
hook collections which include one set arranged - St e Ex;;;;‘;‘g“n over ure ot e
In_humerica rdg:r and, for most r’"““”}.’“‘ . The books and trade catalogs procured for
countries, ano set in order of the classifi- ~ o : i
ation used by that country. The date of re- _permanent assignment to the examining groups
M s Iy " are recorded in the Library’s mai at“.]]",’jm?d :
available in

mine whether the
ular combinatio;

ceipt of each patent is stamped on the first e

(i.g, numerically arranged) ;coI;)ey?of the patent ‘?ﬁ?lfs-b()f t!lese books e
* and in a ledger. To ascertain whether a copy ¢ labrary. . i .
of a foreign patent has been received inquiry Technical Periodicals
should be \({é of the Stack Service Section. Over 1,500 technical periodicals are received.
‘The Library has a set of officially published  These include publications of many important

. abstracts known as British Abridgments.  scientific and technical societies. The list in-
 These are classified according to broad subjects.  cludes a_number of titles in the design patent

. TForeign Patent Soiinals field and in fields of interest to non-examining
. roreign 24 entgdonrna’s areas of the Office. =~ G
Most foreign countries issue official patent Most of the periodicals received by the Li-
and trademark journals corresponding to the brary are circulated to examining groups.
Official Gazette. Patent journals are shelved  Once each year the Library sends to each group
under country names in the patent collections,  a list of all titles currently circulated to them
and with the numerica _of those countries  with request for suggestions for changes. This
which print their patents Trademark jour-  systematic procedure does not preclude the re-
nals constitute a separate eollection which is  questing of subscriptions for new titles at. any
presently shelved in the Arlington warehouse.  time, and the Library itself will occasionally
- Books - ' add new titles. The Library is alert to new
o DO0RS periodical publications and it acquires sample

A representative n of books published  copies which it sends to groups likely to be inter-

L in the %nited States and Great Britain in the  ested with a request for review and recommen-
“ fields of applied technology is systematically ~ dation. S

. , acquired by the Library. In addition to the ~ An important part of the duties of each Ex-

English language books, there is a modest se- aminer involves constant inspection of non-

d German literature, = patent literature pertinent to the class or classes

~ lection from French a

140.1 Rev. 17, July 1968




. \gém:v. Nztional Aeronautics and
: .Srm'e Admlmét ration, and the N’atwnal Bureau '

- of Standards, are received.

Arms m Smm,m\'a

Iuncyclopedm works, pubhshed mdexe@. and
abstracting vehicles w}nch assist searches in
patents and technieal literatures are constantly
increasing in number and quahty The Library
welcomes suggestions for acquisition of avail-
able or fortheoming aids to qmrchmg In con-
ducting library searches, examiners are encour-
_ aged to supplement their own familiarity, skill,
and avail ﬁf time by assignments to patent aids
by queries addressed to the Circulation and

nee .‘;'aectma of the Lzbmry (Ext. 2500).

Carp CaTaross
Main Catalog

This card catalog is Io:ated in the Referf*m o
Rr;om and lists all materials in the Library, the
Law Library and Examining Groups except
patent spec:ﬁratmm and Atomic Energy Com-
mission documents. If an examiner finds that

the book he desgires is not on the shelf he may

be able to ascertain through the card cata!ag that
another copy is available elsewhere in the Office.
Examiners sometimes acquire material inde-
pendently of the Library, and it is lmportant
that any such material should be sent to the
Library’s Technical Procesces Franch for cata-
loging to assure that it may lm erorded for the
benefit of the entire office,

The Library of Congress clagsification scheme
is used in classifving the books, bound periodi-
eals, and documents other than those of the
Atomic Energy Commission and the books in
the Law Library. A printed outline of this

141

demark jo'urnals.r

omic Energy
' Documents

e ‘mte from the main card

, unclassified and declassified
AEC documents es. Publication of these
cards was terminated on July 1, 1959, but in-
formation of this kind from pubhcatlons sub-

sequent to that date can be obtained from

Nuclear .\fusmf .-ibstmcts

Underwood Card Dlgest

This is a card catalog offpatent decisions
made by the Cominissioner and by the various
courts. Each card contains a digest of the
decision. & ‘

L1pRARY SERVICES

- Foreign Patent Inform'umn

Upon request made to the Circulation and
Reference S

from countries which issue, but do not print
them. Where applicable, the dates of opening

to inspection, of issuance and of publication will

be requested of the foreign patent office. The
copy of each patent 50 wqmred 18 1etamed ina
special file in the Stack Service S ction, i and a
phf)tocop‘ rh&-rmf is submlt te«] to fhe exammer.

Tec hmml Docnmmtﬁ '

contractors are desired, the Library should be
provided with all necessary identifying data,
including the report number if available. The
Library will obtain printed copies whenever
they are available but it may sometimes be pos-
sible to obtain only a mierofilm or microprint

(,l;py
Rev. 1, Jan. 1064

tion (Ext. 2500) the Library will
procure individual typewritten copies of patents .

When technical reports, such as those pub
lished by 17.%. Government agencies and their



retailll)ed by the group, they will be catalogec
by the Library and returned; otherwise they
may be sent to anothergroup. .
- The Technical Processes Branch will assist

rcial organi-

ling trade papers; and vo umiede ég - should be cited in the office letter. A separate

ex providing a product finding
wnlzs of the first three volumes.
atalogs. consisting of a film view
‘machine and a set of catalogs of about 245
~ American manufacturing firms in the form of
sheets of microfilin, is available in the Reading
Room (Room 1895) near the 4-volume 7 homas
Register of American Manufacturers, which
serves as an index for the file. MacRae's Blue-
book is a comprehensive listing of sources of
industrial equipment, produets and materials,
alphabetically arranged by product headings.
: e principal arrangement is by subject and
 there is also an index to advertisers. The Ex-
aminer should be aware of Sweet’s (atalog
Service, an annual publication which consists
of six separately bound files of manufacturers’
_ catalogs covering architecture, engineering,
_ process industries, mechanical industries, power
_ plants and product design. '

Loan of Books and Othér, Publications

(reneral

All Library materials other than the books
in the main reference collection in the Refer-
ence Room (1895) may be charged oui at the
circulation desk. Materials should be kept as
briefly as possible, and ordinarily no longer
than two weeks. Since all library materials
are used for reference purposes, none may be
taken outside of the Commerce Building. Ex-
aminers may nse the Commere Department
Library but may not charge out its books.

Rev, 1, Jan, 1904

books from another
_of both time and effort

_file of duplicate photocopies of borrowed refer-
~ ences ismaintained in the Stack Service Section.

. ascertain the dates of opening to public inspec-

Procurement of Patents

initiate action to procure specified foreign pat-
ents which are not in the l.ibra

publication or first distribution to the
of publications for which this information is
required should be made to the Circulation and
Reference Section. A duplicate copy of the
reply incorporating this information will be
forwarded to the examiner.

142

_ Onu requ
Section will
_terials not gvai
~ In return for t
its materials to of

costly in terms
: ; therefore, it is library
licy not to borrow materials unless strictly
gn.inent»to official use. Law books cannot be
prrowed by the Library for use by Examiners
n connection with law cou o
When a book or periodi

is borrowed from

- another library, and cited in an office action, a
" photocopy of the portion cited should be or-

dered immediately and placed in an appropri-
ate class and subclass. This class and subclass

Reference Services
Feneral
The staff of the Circulation and Reference
Section (Ext. 2500, Room 1895) will assist ex-
aminers in the use of the card catalogs and
other resources of the Library, in pointing out
publications which will help the examiners de-
fine the limits of the field of search, and in pro-
viding information for use in prior art searches.
Upon request, it will provide bibliographies on
given subjects. As requested by examiners, it
performs searches in foreign patent journals to

tion, of grant or sealing, and of publication of .
specified foreign patent applications. ,

The Circulation and Reference Section will

’s collections.
(See 901.06(a)  LIBRARY SERVICES—For-

eign Patent Information, above.,) ;
Publication Dates of Nonpatent Materials

Requests pertaining to the earliest date of
ublic




yproximate eqmva
riliar foreign language.

ms are underf‘tkeu ; Suropean Ja

fmm Jap‘i ese. The brary \\111
quired translat ons
Mw“here o

s may uquk the ,
nms at any time for omf assistance In trans-

been made by the 'Iran;mtloﬂ ,..\,rm tinn uf rhe
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hcne $ neces ry
,maunal from other libraries mdudmv the
'm Commerce library, for oﬂicml use, or to

1in c‘ttalogues. bulletnw or other literature.

et is sent to the L!hmman.

ST
RED ()F ’]‘HF I’() ~
3()1!1{()“’[‘ I BOOK

11) 1\ AN \m’i{,r’
ANDSUCT (I \\\,, ‘\\I)

BOLASS MUST BE CITED IN THE

Fl( E LETTER. See mm, for citation.

\~ the I“L
2nt
e fh
form
Tt ix essentl

T ’
amines, he «»hould fill

red, each class and subelass in which h
lesires a copy and the other information on
the opder form should be given and. tlu» ur({v
approved by Primary Examiner.

The order should be sent to the e z!nem

Services Branch with the publieation (where
' ;m«ﬂlm j

‘x reasonable effort should lw nmd(- to ,wmd

| Rev. 17, July 1968

each item or part rbs‘rmf:,,_
in connection with search in
- arts, The publication, the p.xmr'ul'n' pages

A.PC. nu‘)hshed apph('.\tlons
An A.P.C. published .11)[)llc.mnu may be
d h‘. the examiner as a l). r rejection

only rive from the
date of,l )

ted on each
copy. ,
Ihe m

iting any AP.C. pubh~h¢>d
nd before each subsequent :
iner ¢ mﬂd \enh ‘whether t}

should smte thh fac
ented the paten
should he substit
tion as the basi
date of public
The Secientifie Library
»f A.P.C. published applicat
eric 11]\ in_bound voliumes.

1 is material,
contains i complete
ns arranged

Abbrevxatures

a'nd Defen, e Pnhllcanons

bstracts and ‘\b)re\x.ltm-ea e I’.mmt ()f-

 fice publications of - abandoned applics
. I)e-fmmw Publications  (the 0O.Gi.

defer
-ation and search copy) are Patent Office
of a provisionally abandoned ap-
hmvin thc plicant retains his
or a Hmited time
v the earliest effective

.md ey ()()(.l)

ing (;rmlps

he (iroups the 1. ‘]).m‘-m are arranged
who&s bc aring appropriz m*]zv ‘




arching and filing
ger are of any value
located shoul

arded. L
~ Copies of foreign patents are usnally
eparate from and immediately follc
".S. patents and are preferably or
numerically without regard to cou
Non-patent  publications

 thereof con

. following the fo
’bp’t,tom of the'

complete. Where they

aminers using such files
completeness may miss
from

valuable references. References removed
the files whether for use in the division or

turned.

~ otherwise should, of course, be promptly re-

 The following is established as the uniform.

Office practice in borrowing references (do-

mestic and foreign patents and publications) :

~ a. References may be borrowed and charged
for a maximum of two days. In all possible
instances, the references should be returned in
less than two days, preferably in a few hours.

rowing division to see that all borrowed ref-
erences are returned within the time indicated.

b. The file clerk of each division shall re-
view the charges each morning, select all
_ charges over two days old and collect the cor-
~ responding horrowed references. The file
clerk shall report to his chief for appropriate
“action any failure to obtain overdue references
and any instances where it is necessary repesg-
wdly to colleet overdue references, :

c. In the case of domestic patents, when it
appears that they will be needed for more than
two days, particular]
_dicated, soft copies should be ordered, but the

references mav be borrowed for immediate use,

if this will facilitate an action. The Patent
C'opy Sales Branch should give prompt service

tions each having a title descriptive of its sub-

any clasg).

It is the responsibility of the chief of the bor-  in e S § T an
being identified by a subclass number which in
many instances will include decimal fractions.

where future use is in-:

classes listed under each group by relationship
of subject matter. tion is
- purpose of assisting the user in finding the

b 28, 8 SO
once and ma
found.” Wh

cations and Indices

i atents -
1 Manual of Classification

The Manual of Classification is
loose-leaf form, and supplementary sh
tamm§ _changes are issued from time
to replace the original sheets.

All manual changes are effected b
of Classification Orders each of which i -
rently published in the Official Gazette to the
extent necessary to keep the manuals up to
date. As these changes are published, each
Examiner should enter them in his manual,

~ so that his manual will at all times be com-
plete and up-to-date. As supplementary shee(tls'

are issued, the old sheets should be remo
and the new sheets substituted there_for;"
There are over 300 classes of utility inven-

ject matter and being identified by one of a
series of class numbers (some numbers of the
series are blank and not presently assigned to
Each class i1s subdivided into a
number of subclasses with each subclass bear-
ing a title descriptive of its subject matter and

A complete identification of a subclass requires
both the class and subelass numbers, the class
number appearing first and the subclass num-
ber second, e.g., “103-161" identifies Class 103,
Subelass 161, . ,
The Manual of Classification has the follow-
ing parts: . '
A Brief Statement on the Use of the Manual.
Closses Arranged by Related Subjects. Tab-
ulation of classes, in which the classes are ar-
ranged in five major subject groups, with the

This tabulation is for the

main class pertinent to his search.

Rev. 4, Apr. 1985



and phrases

"fymg various

ts arranged in

ubje
habetical order, with the citation of a class

or both class and subclass in which subject
matter 1dent1ﬁed by the title will be found.

All of the utlhty clasees (1 e, cla

_to technology) ‘except & few unrevised cl
have definitions. '

has deﬁmtlons

f’mng
_tions and there
lic Search Room

sheets inco: nges ,
are issued from time to time and should be

pmmpﬂy added to eacb set of deﬁmtlons
,','Search Notes |

nitions have search. notes as a part :
information as
to the class will

1 902.03(d)

| thereof ; namely, notes givin
~ to where subject matter relat
_ be found (such notes appearing after the class

‘definition), and also notes as to where subject
~ matter pertinent to the subclass will be found

(appearing after the subclass definition).
These notes are intended to indicate both the
~ relationship and the difference between the

separately classified subjects.
Such search notes are not exhaustive and

~ should be regarded as suggestive of additional
fields of search, but not as Ixmmng the search.

902.02(b) Search C:rds

In one shoe of each defined subclws in both
the examining division and the Public Search
Room is a “Search Card” having the deiinition
of the subclass and the search notes if any.

902.03 U.S. Patent Classification In-

dices

The following indices of 7.8, patents are
available and m ay be used to obtain classifi-
cation data of 1.8, patents:

Hev, 4, Apr. wm

“Re,
riginal classification. cal] th
3822, 1 cross references of a g:ven‘
_patent,call Ext. 2352,

902.03(b) Blue Shps

The “blue’ issue or classification thé (Form
PO-270), starting with patent number 1,98

- 000, RE. 19,228, D 126,796, P.P. 1, and fo ,
_ subsequently issued patents, and containing the

1l classnﬁostlon and cross-references or-

 origi
_dered at time of issue are on ﬁle in the Service

Branch, Classxﬁcatlon ,

1902.03(c) Subelass 'm.

Cards representing all U.S. ; atents arranged

by class and subclass, are available in punched

card form in the Machine Tabulatmg Branch

_ of the Administrative Services Division.

Tabulated lists for each subclass can be ob-

~tained, one list for originals and one list for

cross-reference and published abstracts of U.S.
apphcatlons , ,

Cmmt

In the Service Branch, ("!aqclﬁcanon Group,
is maintained a subclaﬁ “count,” wm the

number of U.S. patents ongmal]v classified in
each class and subelass, and a correspondlng -

“count” for cross-referenced U.S. patents

902 04 Classnﬁcatmn Orders and Bul- |
letins

time giving all changes in the classification

that have been made officially, mo]udmg every

change to be made in the Manual of (,lasslhca-f
tion or in the definition books. /

Photolithographed copies are dlstnbuted to .
~all examining divisions for immediate nse.

Each order, except for those portions ,
taining to the amendment of existing dehm-
tions, 18 subsequently prmtod in the Oﬁicxal

(Gazette.
These orders are from time to time coliected

146
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ciples followed, and th

issued as an official part of the classification
Relative to all such work, the patent exam

iners doing the same are directed to consult
the Examiner of Classification having jurisdic-
tion of the class to the end that, when the work
is completed, it can be defined and made offi-

cial. (Basis: Notice of August 22, 1949.)
903.02(a) New and Revised Classes

The establishment of new classes or sub-
classes and the revision of old classes are done
under the supervision of an Examiner of Clas-
 sifieation. .

When an old class is to be revised, or a new
class formed, an assistant Examiner who has
been examining applications in the art involved

_may be transferred from the examining divi-
sion to a classification division for the reclassi-
fying work. o

les were adopted are

numerical and subclass in-

_or subelass is

the organization of the class
ncluded in the search.
analysis shouls

_one or ones of the several

: i _ ter (manufacture, art, a]
Unofficial subcla and digests made by

~ patent examiners, if made in accordance with

the plan of classification, could be defined and

material) are con

" considered. ,

Further, relative to each type of subject mat
ter, it is necessary to consider each of the
arious combinations and subcombinations set
out below: . . -

Feature Combined with Basic Subje
r for Some Added Purpose. The a ;
ose is in excess of the scope of the subje

matter for the class, as defined in the class def
_nition. e.g., adding a sifter to a stone crusher

which gives the added function of separating
the crushed stone. ' 1

Feature Combined to Perfect the Basic Sub-
joet Matter, Features may be added to the
hasic subject matter which do not change the
character thereof, bur do perfect it for its in-
tended purpose, e.g., an overload release means
tends to perfect a stone crusher by providing
means to stop it on overload and thus prevent
ruining the machine. However, this perfect-
ing combined feature adds nothing to the basic
character of the machine.

Rev. 9, Jul, 1966




rovided
Examiner

roper class and subc
. It is helpful if the
d or disassembled
st significant sheet of drawing is

: gned
- without rec

the Library retai

- foreign patents (See 901, 6
ign patent, known by country anc
3 n be inspected in the Librarv or pho-
tocopies ordered. When a foreign patent is not
}')l‘,operly classifiable in the group to which the
Jbrary sent it, the examiner should transmit it
to the group in which he considers it 1o be classi-
fiable, or. if he knows of no such group, he
should return it to the Library. Any indieation
 of elassification made by the Library is advisory

only, and the final decision as to where the

patent is to be placed will be made by the
examiner in whose art it is found to be classi-
fiable. Foreign patents should be discarded
by the Examining Groups without return to the
Library when they are found to be exact dupli-
cates of either foreign patents or domestic
patents. Such foreign duplicates are discarded

to minimize the number of patents to be in-

 spected in making searches, 2
~ When a partial translation is desired, return
the patent to the Translation Section, Scien-
tific Library, Room 1808-A, with the word
“Title” or “Claim™ or other gpecific portion
indicated thereon.

The Library invites examiners confronted
with language problems in classifying foreign-

Hev. 9, Jul. 19646 , 148

Py
d re-stapled

oup are left to }
. h examiner on
d or individual examiner’s
er’ time (PO-690E). (Basis:
0 tember 24, 1940, Notice of Au-
., 1960, and Notice of May 25, 1961 and
of October 17, 1963.)
ping of Examiner’s and
h Room Copies
each applcation in issue becomes n
t, the Issue and Gazette Branch forwards
» slip and the printed Examiner's and
~ “h Room copies of the patent to the Clas-
sification Group for stamping and recording of
 rlassification of the patent, preparation of
ross-references and transmittal to the Fxam-
iner and Search Room on the date of the
patent, . .
After they are so stamped and recorded, the
photolithographic copies are retained in the re-
spective classes in the groups and no changes
in the classification or the arrangement of the
mg_ies are permitted except as set out in 903.05.
he classification printed in the heading of
patents issued since 1933 cannot always be re-
Hed upon to be the present original elassifica-
tion, since thig data is obtained from the file
wrapper of the application at time of issue and

‘will not reflect any changes in clasification

made after the issuance of the patent.

903.05 Transfer of U.S. Patents

The transfer of official copies of U.S. patents,
either original or cross-reference, from one
elass or subclass to another requires the ap-
ijval, of a Classification Examiner, (Basis:
Notice of February 20, 1918.)
Fxaminers must submit (o the Classifieation
Group all questions of transfer of patents.
‘When an Examiner desires to transfer ofli-
cial copies of domestic patents to a different
class or subelass, he should have a memoran-
dum list prepared Tor signature of the Primary
Examiner u; the nombers of all patents whiel
are 1o be transferred indicating only the elnss




_ proved atent Classifier,
_class designations on both the Exammer
Search Room oopxelﬁ of the patents are.

T tent index and subeclass . s
lists are altered to a “with the new classifi-

mun When the tr - is not approved, the
he patent»mll be returned thh

1149-150

|
remove coples
Room, a dummy
opy is substituted the
d ta he pate,
du
1f,, the patents are
e returned the du o
ocedure for transfermg an entire
subclnse from on to another
al of (‘lerw {)Opemtlons
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¢ left on the file and drawing of each appli-
‘cation when passed for issue. “Unofficial sub-

~ classes (not establis classification order)
- should not be indi ; ,

r as a Cross

"'ppe%uld not be

s original

or as cross-reference.  The Examiner attaches
the blue slip to the inside of the left fold of the
file wrapper to be forwarded to the Issue and
‘Gazette Branch. (Basis: Order 2952, and

~ 1S wWhi : : Memorandum of May 1 5y
found either in the course of a se . The Examiner also ente assification
! tion of the Official Gazette each week. appearing on the issue shi he space pro-
Soft copies may be f“f'ed, in the Examiners vnfeil on the front of the file and in the space
search files. Towever, if they contain disclosure  nprovided in the stamping at the left margin of
properly classifiable in an officia] subclass, they  {he drawing. Care should be exercised to see
should be given the status of official cross-r ef-  that all three entries of the classification are
erences in accordance with 903.06. correct and in agreement, particularly after
903.07 Classifying and Cross-Refer-  20¥ alteration of one entry, for otherwise the
~ encing at Allowance or Before  Patent will be printed with an erroneous clas-
. Issue e o sgﬁ]ca(t‘lon tc:r improperly positioned in the Offi-
L L e . cial Gazette. G
It is the duty of each Primary Examiner to All Examiners are reques o fill in the
personally review the classification and cross-  class and subclass on the d 1gs in large
referencing made by his assistants of every ap-  pumerals using as much of the space provided
plication passed for issue and to initial the blue 5 feasible. In this way the filing of drawings
slip to show that this review has been made.  ;nd subsequent searching by the Issue and
I{.g?"l“g (;{;g;".)‘z"a , Gazette Branch will be greatly aided. (Basis:
. 18, 290z ) N 5y Memorandum of January 5, 1953.
_ Both the blue issue slip (PO-270) and the gmo R )
file wrapper provide spaces for an “Assistant, ResvemIssIoN
3 ] 3 s JERwy ) Hepon : . vy .
Examiner” and ‘for a “Primary Examiner” to The original classification assignment of an
write their initinls or signature. . application may have involved a “horderline”
* Examiners with full signatory authority who  gjeyarion. The file wrapper of such an applica-
act on an application themselves and send it to  ion will he stamped “RESUBMIT TO
issue should initial the blue slip and sign the T ASSIFICATION DIV. ———, ete., the
§ : . N “ 2 [ A | L1 - LI : E El 9 . B ’ i '8 5
file wrapper only in the Primary Examiner stamp appearing helow the Interference Search
ﬁf’f“’?' ¢ A %?.M 5".’”"].‘.1‘ be 'drmwé t_hmlughﬂth(; hox. A “Special” tag should be attached to the
%A azigtant Examiner” box to make it clear tha R T ate that AN
(hie nbsence of an initial or signature in the box file when reml'bn'nttefl. Note that there _.shmﬂd
was not an oversight. (Basis: Notice of June be no resubmission if there is, at the time of
18, 1965.) ' , allowance, no longer any doubt or dispute about
The initial elassification of pending appliea- the proper classifieation. ( Basis: Notice of
Junuary 14, 1965.) :

tions and the drawings thereof will have been T f
indicated in pencil by the Primary Examiner. In the case of oversized patents, where only

. See 903.05(0h). a minor portion of the disclosure is pertinent
151 G Rev. 6, Oct. 1965

7 and from Memorandum of




prmter will
. at the tlme the patent
of March 31, 1914.)

references needed either due to chumed or un-

claimed disclosure. The several Examiners

handling related subject matter should be con-

au’hed during prosecution (whether they handle

larger unclaimed mmbmatmn‘s or claimed or

unelaimed, but

and «zwked if cross , : f
rat mmmﬂv 1e proper class and

d that a cross-refer-

T he provided for all

Josure and inserted on the blue

ﬂmmg Grou p Without
Transfer

W jen an Ex xaminer issues a prospective put-
another examining Group. he notes in
provided on the blue issue mp. i
ik, the class and subelass of the other
(xm'xp. and in parenthesis the number of said
other Group.  (The initials of said other Pri-
mary  Examiner must also appear in said
_ In the lower left corner, the Exaniiner
es his own Groug umber in black ink.
en the patent isenes, the Classification
up will, as a watter of routine. send the
necessarv notices to the g group involved.)
The :«mtdmu of cases to issue from one gronp
and assigning them to clasees in another group
ted 1o thoswe sitiations where boils Fx-
aminers conenr in the proposed classitication of
the E"’ ent, which must _be shown by the con-
enrFing Examiner initialing the issue slip, or
where there has been o rulnw by a Patent

Rev, 6, Oct. 1965 152

1s assigmed is respmmh

anch

to accept any

_ plication Branch and before making any entry

- application properly belongs in his group, it
is processed as a new receipt.

IExaminer of the Group to which he thinks ii
 belongs, on Transfer

’e dra ,,ngs, t'any. shoulk,"
as to be

red for this purpose.
,‘ptember 8, 1%7 )

3 'apphcatlon
Amination

ion is officially
he Application

Tne exmnmng oroup to

until such time as the
transferred to another group b

xanuners have full authomt\
p]xcauou submitted to them
that they beli ieve is properly classifiable in a
class in their group. C nly” where there is a

The Prumn

difference of opinion between different groups

should cases be submitted to a Patent Classifier.
,903 08(a) New Applications

New apphcahons are assigned to the various
examining groups in the first instance by the

&r[ lxcamon Branch.
pon receiving an a,pphmtzon from the Ap-

on the Serial Register or Docket record cards,
each Primary Examiner will forthwith decide
whether it has been properly assigned to his
group.

If the Primary Examiner decides that the

When a new applieation is received which.
in the opinion of the Primary Examiner, does
not belong to his Group, he will submit it
prom tly Wwithout any entry being made on the
Serial Register or Docket Record cards, to the

nquiry form PO, 447.
(‘The drawing, if any, is retained as a charge.)
H the latter agrees to accept the application,
the transfer is effected by the Clerk of the Group
to which the ‘:pplwnmn vas originally as-
~igrned,

IF nnt e cepted it may be promptly and in-
formaily submsnted 1o the Classiticarion Gronp
for assiginuent by oral decision prior 1o eniry.
No search for prior art to show classitication
peed be made, Fhe group to whick the Patent
Chissifier assigns it will make the fir<t action




Every appl

clnding the drawings, if any, when first as-
signed to a Group must be classified and as.

: 'si%;.g to an Examiner for examination.
The Supervisory Primary Examiner assigns
them, noting in lead pencil in the space pro-
v ed the face of the file and in the upper
“shet)

ime or initials of the ""Xamin'le_r
docket designation. The appli-
turned over to the C eré) for

(c) Immediate Inspection of

Amendments

 Upon the receipt of an amendment which

makes & transfer proper, steps should be taken
‘promptly in sccordance with the transfer pro-
" cedure outlined in Sec. 903.08(d).

003.08(d) 'Tr?mfer Procedure [R-

 SusMISSION OF APPLICATIONS POR

. CLASSIFICATION '
Where the Examiners in different Groups are
in agreement that an application is properly
assignable to one of the Groups but are in dis-
sreement as to which one should receive it, the
¢xaminers involved should present their posi-
tions orally to the appropriate Patent Classifier
for verbal decision. This is generally termed

informal submission. r

lication, new or amended and in-

ysis of the ai

the file, toget

of the nther Groups i
Examiners invol

‘search and cite a i ing

a“’nali is or an argument.
ed in making such searches is
he cited art may be of value to
hom the case is assig:
t

assign ‘
This is generally ter

903.08(e)

Genera , ,
_erning the Assignment of

Applications for Examina-
, , tion [R-21]

The fact should be borne in mind th
following regulations are only general g

 and exceptions frequently arise because o
unusual condition. : S

nusual The fact shoul

kept in view that the Patent Classifiers as

as the Patent Examiners are confronted 1

an already existing classification, ma

of newly revised classes, those revise

ago and which have somewhat outgro
definitions and limits, and still others.
generation ago and never changed. Also,
classes are based on different theories and
plans, some on art, some on structure, some oOn

functions, some on the material worked upon,

and some apparently, on no theory or plan at
all. The Patent Classifiers cannot change this
existing condition as each application comes
up for assignment but must seek to dovetail
the cases into the patchwork and try to get
the applications where they will be best han-
dled. To do this often violates the Patent Clas-
gifier’s views as to what constitutes a really
proper classification. ‘

Rev. 21, July 1089




. 3. The claims and statement
generally taken as they res
of a Patent Classifier
and decide the case u

 Classifiers eannot

of the state of the art in all the
at the Patent Examiners collectively

ther, SUc

. @.Th&m of the U.S. atents conati
uti e prior art is generally controlli
, cwe;?gll alﬁep (Note Whge?; timex pemits,{l:f
_ vious misplacements of the patenmmwitutir:ﬁ
~_the prior art are corrected, but to straighten a
- lines as the cases come up for assignment would
require the time of severa] men and would often
_involve a reclassification of an entire class.)
5. Ordinarily an application cannot be as-
signed to a class whicE includes one element or
rt only of several claimed in combination.
_ The claim is treated in its entirety. The ques-
_tion of aggregation i3 not reviewed by the Pat-
_ent Classifiers. D
6. The Patent Classifiers are authorized in
all cases, where they evaluate the facts as war-
‘ranting it, to assign applications for examina-
tion to the Group best able tc examine the same.
Since assignment for examination on this basis
will at times be contrary to classification of
patents containing the same character of
claims, the Patent Classifiers will indicate the

are allowed.

Thus in cases where there is a claim drawnto

hybrid or mixed subject matter and the Super-
visory Primary Examiner in one discipline
feels that the application requires consideration
by, or may be best examined by, 2 Group i one
of the other technical disciplines, Chemical,
Electrical, or Mechanical, he may submit the ap-
plieation to his Patent Classifier who may
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 lowed, it will be classified accordil

. the Group where the case is being examined, an

_ claim therein contains

pplication may

te electrical Art Un :

s indicated earlier, when an application
which had been assigned for examination in ac-
cordance with this subsection ultimately is al-

ing to the con-

troling cla flect, assignment for exami-
nation may be o best examinable” basis, but
the patent will issue and be classified according

~ to the rules of superiority in classification f thus,

the search file will have a constant set of rules
governing placement of patents therein.
‘Where an application is being reassigned
from one examining discipline to another, under
the provisions of this subsection, the Patent
Classifiers are authorized to- require the first
Examiner to cite references pertinent to the
claimed features falling under the jurisdiction
of the art within his discipline. In those cases
wherein the application of the reference(s) is
not evident or clear, the first Examiner should
include a brief statement explaining the rela-
tion and possible application of the reference (s)
to the claim(s) ; in case of dispute as to the ne-
cessity of this procedure, the Patent Classifier
has power to require the statement. o
7. When an application has been taken up
by an Examiner for action and a requirement
to restrict is found necessary, a part of the
claims being directed to matter classifiable in

action requiring restriction should be made
without seeking a transfer of the case to another

propes classification of the patent, if such claims Group. The action of the applicant in response

to the requirement for restriction may result
in making a transfer of the application
unnecessary. ‘ , ;

8. Ordinarily where all the claims of an ap-
plication are for an article made of a specific

- composition or alloy with no other characteris-

tie of the article recited, the application will be
assigned to the composition or alloy class,

9. A class of cases exists in which either no
art or a divided art. is found and in which no




:‘ved is utlhzed

154.1 Rev. 21, July 1049

BET-8TF L - 89 0



If the dpph(,‘ i
ich submitted it for
_ procedure is necessary.
 Group, the clerk processes the case
_ in the Manual of Clerical Procedures.

If the case is one which had been taken up for .

action by an Examin
 filing date, lt should’
o xroup to whlch 1t 1==

ned a thorough undem‘andmg

‘bject matter disclosed and claimed in

the Examiner then searches
sclosed in patents and other
ny such dncument used
claim 18 cal]ed a “refer-

The first search should be such thnt the Ex-
aminer need not ordinarily makea second search
of the prior art, unless necessitated by amend-
ments to the claims by the applicant in the first
response, except to check to determine whether
any reference which would appear to be sub-
{ stantxa]ly more pertinent than the prior art cited
in the first Office action has become available
subsequent to the initial prior art search. Tt
should cover the invention as described and
claimed, including the inventive concepts
toward which the claims appear to be directed.
It shonld not be extended merely to add im-
 material variants, 4

904.01 Analysis of Claims
The breadth of claim of the application
should always be carefully noted; that js, the
 Examiner should be fully aware of what the
_claim does not call for, as well as what it does
_ require. For, there is a!w'ays danger of read-
ing into the claim limitations imported from
the specification or drawing.

up claim may be s

ted as special by any

‘ eqmvalent of the subject matter as defined in

: what it iz called.
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e.c, o machine or other ag
ject matter as deﬁned;by the
etched in order to clearly
delineate the hmltatmns of the claim. Two or
more sketches, each of which is as divergent
from the particular disclosure as is permitted
by claim recitation, will assist the Examiner in
‘determining the claim’s actual breadth or scope.

pamttis) , the

 However, an applicant will not be required to

submit such sketches of claim structure (In re
Application filed November 16 1945, 1951
C. D 1;646 0 G.5). , e

| 904. Ol(b) Equlvalents

Also, all subject matter that is the patentable

the claim, even though s ];:emﬁcally different
from the definition in the claim, must be
considered.

904- 01(¢) Analogous Arts

Not only must the art be searched with which
the invention claimed is classifiable, but also all
analogous arts regardless of where classified.
The determination of when arts are analo-
gous is at times difficult. It depends upon the
necessary essential function or utility of the
‘subject matter covered by the clalms, and not

For example, a tea mixer - and a concrete
mixer are for the same art, namely, the mixing
art, this being the necessary function of each.
Similarly a brick cutting machine and a biscuit
cutting machine have the same anw
function.

904.01(d) Omlining Field of Search
[R-16]

In outlining n field of search the Examiner
should note every class and subclass that may
have material pertinent to the subject matter as
claimed, or that may in the future properly be
claimed 'in that ease, E lvery subclass pertinent
to each type of invention claimed should be
listed, from the largest combination through
the varions snbeombinations to the most cle-
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iner upon an ap-

endorsement 1n

jomestic and foreign patents, and
jons in which search for references

1150 the date of the search.
nt actions, if further search is
notation of the additional field covered
" endorsed and initialed on the file

left-hand page
y the classes and 9 are
in numerical sequence. Inasmuch as the Patent

~up on weekly or other

1 lng-no nf;'ffot,- o
gn patents and domestic patents, the Exam-
should study the specification or descrip-
1 as it relates to every feature in the drawing
i thoroughly understand.
.01 Photocopy Orders [R-22]

Patents and/or applications received from

_ Germany since October 1, 1968 and from Japan,

France and U.S.S.R. since July 1, 1969 are not

Office supplies orders for copies of these forei

documents from master microfilm reels made
: riodic publishing
sequences, all orders must include the country,

patent ',orfapfplication number, and the publica-

904.02 Selecting Pertinent References |

[R-16]

It is a prerequisite to a speedy and just de-
termination of the issues involved in the exam-

exhaustive search be made in the first action. It
is not enough that the claims alone be searched,
especially if they be broad in their scope; but
the search should. in so far as ible, cover
the entire claimable subject matter in the case.

It thus results that the Examiner finds refer-
ences that, while not needed for treating the
claims before him, would be useful for forestall-
‘ing the possible presentation of claims to other
subject matter disclosed by applicant but
shown to be old by these references,

In selecting the references to be cited the Ex-
_ aminer should carefully compare the references
with one another and with the applicant’s dis-
elosure to avoid the citation of an unnecessary
number. The Examiner is not called upon to
cite all the references that may be avnilable,
but only the “best.” (Rule 108,) Multiplying

Rev, 22, Cect. 1960

ination of an ap&ication that a careful and

tion date (if known) of the ordered document.
Reference should be made to section 901.05(a)
to assist in determining the publication date of
the commonly encountered foreign patents and
applications. - : ,
All orders for photocopies on PO-250 orig-
inating in the Examining Groups must be au-

 thorized by an Examiner having full or partial

signatory authority in the box headed “PRL-
MARY EXAMINER (Signature)”. The
stamped name of the authorizing Examiner will

be indication of authority for Reproduction
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be used.

copies of patents. In emergency cases, orders
may be taken to the Chief of the Branch whose
approval thereof, if given, will insure immedi-

Section. Handwritten signatures should not

905.02 Soft Copy Orders [R-16]

Soft copies may be ordered on PO-14 by the
Ezaminer for his use. These orders are filled
by employees of Patent Copy Sales Branch.
No employecs other than those assigned to this.
Branch have access to the files of printed

ate filling of said orders.
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the dehvery ofpthe file -

rSemve,Iftheneed* i

sending orm PO—125 completed in
r indicated above, to the "Record Roo
Office Messenger Service. The file
. ‘ i by the same Messenger Serv-
f an application it is  ice to the Art Unit mdxcated on the form or it
) inspect the application  will be held at the Record Room only if so re-
usly abandoned applica- quested on the Form.. ~
his is a]ways true in  Patent Copy Sales Branch has charge of the
phcatlon , ~ drawings in patented cases. Canceled sheets,
oned files may be ob- however, are not retained with the patonted o
d Room and Abandoned  drawings but are filed with the “Abandoned
pectively, by filing out Charge  Files nnd Drfmmgs Vol o
and ieavm this Form with .
e. The file should be promptly 3. ! Examiners’ Copies of
Examiner has finished with r . e
nted file is needed for the pur- '

- shoqld be given to the Record Room upon ob- gent to their respective Art Units to be filed,
,,he ﬁlé and as soon asthesematteraelgne they should be routed across the appropriate
Examiners’ desks prior to placement in the
- shoes. The Assistant Examiners who examined

xaminer time maybe

poéeof reissue or interference, this information When the Examiners’ copies of patents are

Whnm an mterference Is declared ' the application should mark in ink on the face

_ patent and an application and the interference

1s forwarded to the Board of Patent Interfer- .
_ ences, the clerk in charge of the Record Room there are no drawings, such features as may be
 should be_informed in order that the charg deemed advantageous in aiding understanding
may be changed and the locauon of the file  of the patentsin future searches.

known at all times.
Examiners may expedite servm- in obtaining  905.05 Charge for Pending Applica-

abandoned files and pate, me«; by ordering tion Files [R-22]

them by telephone. , |
When ordering a patented file from the Rec-  Whenever an application file is temporarily
removed from the Group or Branch having

ord Room, the name of the person ordering the
file should appear on the Form P(-125. It iS  jyrisdiction thereof Charge Form PO-125
important that the Patent Number be stated  myet bhe completed, and left with the clerk in
rather than the Serial Number of the applica- charge.

- Whenever a file is removed from the Group

tion which matured into the patent. An Ex-
_ application file rack for use by an Examiner

aminer ordering a patented file should also place -
assigned to that Group, but not having jurisdic-

his Art Unit number on the Form. If the nota-
ton “HOLI)" is marked on the Form PO-123 ; J

the case will be held at the Record Room and in  tion of that file, cardboard Form OF-25 should
the absence of such notation it will be sent to  be inserted in place of the borrowed file.

the Art Unit indicated. If ordered by phone, Al files should be returned pmmptlv to their
the Examiner may appear at the Record Room  proper location, ;

of the drawings, or the specifications where
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