U S. Patents R
05 ' Foreign Patents - =
801. 05(&) Citation Daia
901.05(b) " Other Significant Data
901.05(c) Obtaining Coples
801.05(d) 'Translation FrEiE Lo
90106 Non-Patent Publieationg = =0
901.06(a) Scientific Library .
901.08(b) Borrowed Publications ’
901.06(c)  Alien Property Custodian Publicstions .
001.06(d) Abstracts of U.S. Applications
90107 Arrangement of Art in Examin!ns Croaps
901.08 Borrowing References ./ . -
901.09 Missing Copies—Replacement .. ..

902 Offclal Publications and Indices of ﬂ.s, mm; s

90201 Banual of Clammmﬁon

902.02 Definitions - .

902.02(a) - Search Notez .

902.02(b) .. Search Cards . . ..

90203 U.S. Patent Classiﬂcatlon Indiee&

902.03(a) Numerical

002.03(b) Blue Slip

802.03(c) Subclass Lists

$02.03(d) Count

902.04 Classification Orders and Bnlletins

%03 COlassification

803.01 Statutory Authority

903.02 Basis and Principles of C]nssiﬂcaﬁon

903.02(a) New and Revised Classes

903.02(b) Scope of a Class ’

903.03 Classification of Foreign Patenta

903.04 Stamping Examiners’ and Search Boom

Copies

803.05 Transfer of U.S. Patents .

903.06 Ordering Official Cross-References

003.0G6(a) Discovery of New Cmss-Referenoes ‘

903.07 Classifying and Cross-Referencing at Allow—

ance or hefore Issue .

903.07(a) Cross-References — Keeping Systmﬁc
Notes during Prosecution :

903.07(b) Issulng in Another Group Wiﬂmnt
Transfer

903.08 Applications—Assignment and Tr&uﬁw

$03.08(a) New Appiications

903.08(b) Classification and Assignment to Egaminer

903.08(¢c) Immmediate Inspection of Amendmmts '

903.08(d) Transfer Procedure

203.08(e) Genernl Regulationg Govemlng Appﬁcu
tion Assigoment

803.08(f) Patent Classifier’s Decision
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Rule 108 Amm wppucaﬂm ot ma Aban-
donedappﬁeﬁﬁmeassu&wlﬂnothedtedasre-
forences’ except those ‘which have becouie abandoned
asaresultottkeﬂlingm&naw&maareqm
under Rule 189, - ‘

~Where sn &b&nd@ned applwstmzx is referred
to ini an issned V.S, patent the gure of the
application mmmrpomtedbymfetwm into the
disclosure of the patent and is available to the
pnbh . 5e

Inre Herltage, 1950 CD 419 639 0.G. 638
holds that where a patent refers to and relies
upon the disclosure of a copending abandoned
ap hcatlon, dlsclosure is available as s

reference. .

" Tt has alse been held t,hat where the refer-
ence patent refers to s copending but aban-
doned application which discloses subj ect mat-
ter in common with the patent, the eﬁectwe
date of the reference as to the common subject
matter is the filing date of the abandoned ap-
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11(b) pending

U.S. applications: ﬁeserveém'mwy gkule' -
ow-

14a) and are not available as references,

- ever, ¢laims in one applicstion may be rejected

on the claimed ‘subject matter of a copending
application of the same inventive entity. Kor
applications having a common assignee and
different inventive entities claiming a single
inventive concept see 804.08, o -
Applications sbandoned under Rule 139 are
treated as pending ‘applications for limited time

~periods regarding interferences and the ling

‘of a continuing application. (See 711.06.)

'901.04  US. Patents .

' The following different seri
~ ents are being, or in the past
The date of patenting given on the face'

- each copy is the ;ﬁ'lb]icatmﬁ date and s the on
usually cited. The filing date, in most in-
stances aléo giveni oh ‘the face of the patent, is
ordinarily the effective date as & reference (35
US.C.102(e)).
X-Series. These

face of

~ These are the approximately
10,000 patents issued between 1790 and July 4,
1836. They were not originally numbered, but
have been arbitrarily assigned numbers in the
sequence in which they were issued. The num-
ber should not be cited. When copies are or-
dered, the patentee’s name and dste of issue
suffice for identification. Copies in stock are
arranged chronologically.

1836 Series. The mechanical, electrical, and
chemilca_ldL patentsedissuﬁdé ?in% 1838 and fre-

uently designated as “utili ents, are in-
c udedyin tl}{;igaseries. A c'i:‘tya,til‘]:;t by number
only is understood to refer to this series. This
series comprises the bulk of all U.S. patents
issued. Some U.S. patents issued in 1861 bear
two numbers but only the larger number should
be cited. -

Reissue Series. Reissued patents (Section
1401) have been given a separate series of num-
bers preceded by “Re.” In citing, the letters
and the number must be given, e.g., Re 1776.
The date that it is effective as a reference is
the effective date of the original patent ap-
plication, not the filing date of the reissue
application.

4. I. Series. From 1838 to 1861, patents
covering an inventor’s improvement on his own

Bev. 17, July 1968

| nts (Chap 0
given a separate series of

‘the letters “P.P.” and the number must

eg, PP.13.

esign Patents. Patents for designs (Chap-
ter 1500) are issned under a separate series of
numbers. In citing, the letter “D” and the
number must be given, e.g., D. 140,000,

901.05 Foreign Patents

All countries do not issue their patent s
fications in printed form. ' In some cotntries,
there is a delay between: the date of the patexti‘
grant and the date of fub!i‘cation; - Generally,
a foreign patent should hot be cited as a refer-
ence unless the Examiner has seen the patent.

Citation dats pertairiing to' those courtries
from which the most patent publications are re-
ceived are given in the following sections.
Additional information can be obtained from
the Scientific Librsry. o o

901.05(a) Citation Data =~

Foreign patent publications that use Arabic
and Roman numerals in lieu of names to indi-
cate the date, show in order the day, month, and
year. Roman numerals always refer to the
month. P

Japanese patent application publications
show the date in Arabic numerals, by indicating
in order the year of the reign of the present
Emperor, the month, and the day. To convert
the Japanese year of the Emperor to the West-
ern calendar year, add 1925 to the Japanese
year. ¥For example: 40-3-6=March 6, 1965.

Foreign language, alphabetical lists of the
names of the months, and of the names and ab-
breviations for the tfnited States of America
are shown on the following page. The lists set
forth only selected, commonly encountered
foreign language names, and do not include
those which are similar to the English language
names and thus easily transiatable.

In using the lists, 1dentification of the foreign
language gexcept_ for Russian), is not necessary.
The translation into English is ascertained by
alphsbetically locating the foreign language
name on the list,

The list of the fore[i)gn language names and
abbreviations for the United States is useful in
determining whether a foreign langusge patent
publication indicates the filing of a similar ap-
plication in the United States.
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Augm

Aprii
arch .
Jllne" T
July
W June
décembre December
dicembre December
dubna April
elokuu August
febbraio February
Feber February
februari February
février February
gennaio January
giugno June
grudnia December
heinfikuu July
helmikuu February
hubtikuu April
Jénner January
- janvier - January
ioulukuu December
juillet . July
juin o June
esékun June
kvetna May
kwietnis April
leden January
lipea July
listopad November
listopada November
lokakuu October
luglio July
lutego February
maalisknu Mareh
maart March

: B8
mamskuu
Mgrz arch
mMarso © March
mei ' May
ottobre October
pazdziernika October
prosinea December
fijna October
settembre September
sierpnia August
srpna August
stycznia January
syyskuu September
tammikuu January
toukokuu " - May
unora February
wrzenia - . September
zari e ‘September
RUSSIAN
BBEYCT August
BOPEIL April
zexalbpsn December
H0Xb July
HBOEB June
mal May
MADPT March
: Y (1033 November
OKTRODE QOctober
ceETAODDL September
geBpann February
AHEBADB January

Alphabetical List of Selected Foreign Language Names and
Abbreviations for the United States of America

Amerikas Forenta Stater
De Forenete Stater av Amerika
EE. UU.

E.U.

E.U.A.

E.U.d’Am.

Etats-Unis d’ Amérique
Sp.St.A.

Spoj. St.Am.

Spojene Staty Americke
Stany Zjednoczone Ameryki

138.1

Stati Uniti d’ America
8.0.

S.U.A.

S.Z.A.

V.St.A.

V.St.v.A,

Ver.8t.V.Am(erika)

Vereenigde Staten Van Amerika
Vereenigde Staten Van Noord-Amerika
Vereinigten Staaten Von Amerika
Vorenede Stater i Amerika
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 tralia, Austria, Eas :

India, Ireland, Japan and U.S.S.R,; it
appear.on the printed copies of the patents.  If
necessary, this information can be secured from
the Seientific Library: * For the effective dates
of Belgian patent du
March 2, 1959, which has been reproduced in 41
J.P.0.S. at page 440. For the efiective dates of
Italian patents, see the Memorandum of October
25, 1960 distributed to all Examiners and pub-
lished in 42 J.P.O.S. 795-8. Comments concern-
ing German, French and Belgian procedure in
granting patents are found in Ex parte Grusch-
witz et al., 138 U.S.P.Q. 505. This case did not
involve anticipation but the bar ‘of foreign
patenting under 35 U.S.C. 102((12; ‘

- Some countries issue patents of addition and

they should be identified as such and, when
ice, the number

separately numbered as in France,
of the ﬁa)dfiition patent should be cited. -
- “Patents of addition” generally cover im-
provements of a patented parent invention and
can be obtained by the proprietor of the parent
invention. Inventiveness in relation to the par-
ent invention need not be demonstrated and the
term is governed by the term of the parent
patent. . I
For citation of the number of pages of draw-
ing and specification, see 707.05(e).
tedgomed foreign countries listT 1fhe referemﬁes
ci uring the prosecution. ese, ially
if they are U.S. patents, may be helpmither
as references of interest to the examiner or to
suggest an overlooked field of search.

GERMANY

German allowed applications have been is-
sued in printed form inning September 1,
1955. ose printed from this date up to De-
cember 31, 1956, are captioned “Patentan-
meldung.” They should be cited as “German
printed applications” and identified by the name
of the applicant, the serial number of the appli-
cation, and the date of publication. The
applications printed after January 1, 1957,
are captioned “Auslegeschrift” and have an
additional number which is larger than 1,000,
000 and which will be the number of the patent,
if issued. This new number should be used in-
stead of the original serial number. In addi-
tion to the above, data customarily given in cit-
ing foreign patents should be used. Printed
applications are listed under “Other Refer-
ences” in the citation thereof.

see the Memorandum of

~year, as 1451 A.D. 1912. This, toget

" Netherlands applications, unless withdrawn,
are printed 'beginning: January 1, 1964, ”I‘he()i
are captioned “Octrooiaanvrage”. They shoul
be cited as Netherlands applications giving the
number, date of publication, “Datum van ter
inzagelling”, name of applicant, “Aanvrager”,
and data customarily given in citing foreign
patents. §

Grear Brrrams

- Certain British applications had become void
and hence lack a date of acceptance. ‘Neverthe-
less, they were given a number in the patent
series. - The date of publication (year onlyhis

iven following the statement “Printed for His
o jﬂ’s Stationery - Office,”” and this should

- British - specifications prior to 1916 have
Erinted in large heavy type at the head of the
rst page of the specification a number and
her with
the name, as required by the rules, is always
the proper citation of the patent. The year
given at the head of the specification is either
the year of filing or the year of acceptance, but
in either case it is the official designation of
the patent.

e year printed on the drawing is not al-
ways the year for correct designation of the
patent. Where it is not, the correct year is
shown by a small superior number or expo-
nent placed to the right and above the serial
number of the patent, as—

1910—No., 4992
1912—No. 19421 3

In instances of this kind the patent should be
cited as No. 499 of 1911 or No. 19421 of 1913.

Frawnce

The date of recent French patents to be taken
as the effective date as a pafent for reference
purposes is the date of the Official Bulletin of
the French Patent Office (Bulletin Officiel de la
Propriété Industrielle) in which the granting
of the patent was announced. This date does not
appear on the printed copies of the specifica-
tions of the patents. The printed copies give the
date the patent was granted (délivré) and the
number of the particular issue of the Official
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~ patent is used as a pafent’ {rather than as a
gr.inted publication which date is later) has
 the date on which the patent was granted,

indicated on the printed copies by the word

“délivré”, as was established by decisions of

the courts, the Commissioner of Patents, and

the Board of Appeals. Owing to a change in
the practice in the French Patent Office where-
by the specifications of granted patents are
now not available to the public until the date
of the Official Bulletin, it 18 necessary to agply

In re Af Ekenstam, 45 CCPA 1022, 256 F.2d

321, 1958 CD 402, 734 OG- 290, 118 USPQ 349;

and use the date on: which the specification be-

came available .to the public as the effective
date as a reference. This practics will apply to
recent French patents; | - back to number

1,148,401 announced in the Official Bulletin of

July 11, 1957 and back to patent of addition

number 67,251. No change in practice is indi-

cated with respect to French patents prior to
these numbers. :

SWITZERLAND

The effective dates of Swiss patents are dis-
cussed in Ez parte Reuge, 115 USPQ 51 and
in Ez parte Appeal No. 194-38, 1966 CD 31,
152 USPQ 70. It should be noted that two dif-
ferent systems are in operation in Switzerland.
The majority of patents are issued without
search and examination in tke light of refer-
ences, and the date used for these is the publica-
tion (versffentlicht, publié, pubblicato) date.
In two fields, inventions relating to time-keep-
ing, and inventions relating to the non-mechan-
ical treatment of textiles and fibers, applica-
tions are searched and examined in the light
of the prior art and the procedure differs from
that fo?lowed in the other cases; it follows, in
general, the procedure in Germany as described
in Bz parte Gruschwitz et al., 1963 CD 859, 138
USPQ 505. Patents which have been issued
under the examination system can be recog-
nized from information given in the heading
which refers to the publication of the applica-
tion (the French and German language ap-
plications, Demande publiée and Gesuch be-
kanntgemacht, respectively). As in the German
practice, when a case is found allowable by the
examiner the application is published for oppo-
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901.05(c) Obtaining Copies

Photocopies of foreign patents can be ordered
by an Examiner for placement in the shoes of &
class in which he examines, if the patents would
be of frequent use in that class (905.01).

901.05(d) Translation

Examiners may request translators in the
Translation Section to assist them orally or with
written translations of any specifications in lan-

with which the examiner is not familiar.

%gee :901.06(a), Translations—Requests  for
Translations, and 903.08, Classification of For-
eign. é’atents, -b'elog.) : iéﬂztematige v;arsions, of
specifications, m Enghsh or other languages
known to the Examiner, can commenly be
found. Searches for alternate versions are per-
formed in the Stack Service Section of the Sci-
entific Library. As a substitute for translation,
this service materially reduces the apparent
ﬁlem posed by a foreign language speci-

ion.

901.06 Non-Patent Publications

All printed publications may be used as ref-
erences, the date to be cited being the publica-
tion date. Recognized abbreviations of names
of periodicals may be used in their citation

707.05(e} ).

There are some publications kept or circu-
lated in every group and each assistant Ex-
aminer should ascertain which are available in
his group and whether or not any of them is
likely to bear on any class assigned to him.

901.06(a) Scientific Library

The technical literature, forei atents and
services supplied by the Scientiﬁ‘(;l ibrary are
important to the Examiner for two primary
reasons. In the first place, they provide ma-
terial which must be known or searched to de-
termine whether claims of applications are di-
rectly anticipated, and therefore unpatentable
under the provisions of 35 U.S.C. 102. In the




in the axt,the  of bo
A
M GecIG) ! .

C.

periodi

03). They ensble the examiner to make a fur
ther study to determine whether the features
novel in the particular combinstion searched
would be abvious to & person skilled in the art
from the ﬁeneml state of knowledge as reflected

in the techni

nical literatare.

Materiars AvVAILABLE
Foreign Patents

The Library receives foreign patents by ex-
change from almost all countries which issue
E‘l)'l;nted atents. These patents are bound into

k collections which include one set &

in numerical order and, for most principal
countries, another set in order of the classifi-
cation used by that country. The date of re-
ceipt of each patent is stamped on the first
(i.e., numerically arranged) copy of the patent
and in a ledger. To ascertain whether a copy
of a foreign Jmtent has been received inguiry
should be made of the Stack Service Section.

The Library has a set of officially published
abstracts known sas British Abridgments.
Thess are classified according to broad subjects.

. Foreign Patent Journals

Most foreign countries issue official patent
and trademark journals corresponding to the
Official Gazette. Patent journsls are shelved
under country names in the patent collections,
and with the numerical sets of those countries
which print their patents. Trademark jour-
nals constitute a separate collection which is
presently shelved in the Arlington warehouse.

Books

A representative selection of books purblished
in the United States and Great Britain in the
fields of applied technol is systematically
acquired by the Library. addition to the
English language books, there is a modest se-
lection from French and German literature,

140.1

\%books and periodicals to be or-
dered, the Librarian and his staff obtain ae-
sistance from members of the Examining Corps,
and w’«ms concerning materials to
obtained are welcomed at sny time. A monthly
list of accessions is circulated to all examinin
%fougb at the beginning of each month anc
the books are placed on inspection in the Li-
brary for several weeks thereafter. Duplicate
copies of books on this list, or any other per-
tinent book, may be ordered by Examiners for
use in the groups by addressing a memoran-
dum to the Librarian over the signature of the
Primary Examiner.

Tha%oks and trade catalogs procured for
permsanent assipnment to the examining groups
are recorded in the Library’s main catalog, and
copies of these books ususlly are avsilable in
the Library. =

Technical Periodicals

Over 1,500 technical periodicals are received.
These include publications of many important
scientific and technical societies. e list in-
cludes 2 number of titles in the design patent
field and in fields of interest to non-examining
areas of the Office.

Most of the periodicals received by the Li-
brary are circulated to examining groups.
Once each year the Library sends to each group
a list of all titles currently circulated to them
with request for suggestions for changes. This
systematic procedure does not preclude the re-
questing of subscriptions for new titles at any
time, and the Library itself will occasionally
add new titles. The Library is alert to new
periodical publications and it ac«iuires sample
copies which it sends to groups likely to be inter-
ested with a request for review and recommen-
dation.

An important part of the duties of each Ex-
aminer involves constant inspection of non-
patent literature pertinent to the class or classes
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- 'Technical Documents

Almost all unelassified and declassified tech-
nical documents issued by the Atomic Energy
Commission and agencies such as the Office of
Technical Services, Armed Services Technical
Information Agency, Nstional Aeronautics and
S ace Adxmmstmt.wm, and the Natxonal Bureau

Standards, are melved

_Ame 10 SparcmiNe |

Encyehpedw fworks, ‘pubhshed mdexes, u.nd
abstracting vehicles ‘which assist searches in
patents and technical literatures are ¢ ‘
increasing in number and quality. “The Library
welcomes suggestions for acquisition of avail-
able or forthcoming aids to searching. In con-
ducting library searches, examiners are encour-
aged to supplement their own familiarity, skill
and avail gﬁa time by assignments to patent aids
and by queries addressed to the Circulation and
Reference Section of the Library (Ext. 2500).

Carp CaTarocs
Main Catalog

This card catalog is located in the Reference
Room and lists all materials in the Library, the
Law Library and Examining Groups except
patent specifications and Atomic Energy Com-
mission documents, If an examiner finds that
the book he desires is not on the shelf he may
be able to ascertain through the card catalog that
another copy is availzble elsewhere in the Office.
Examiners sometimes acquire material inde-
pendently of the Library, and it is important
that any such material should be sent to the
Library’s Technical Processes Branch for cata-
loging to assure that it may be recorded for the
benefit of the entire office.

The Library of Congress classification scheme
is used in classifying the books, bound periodi-
cale, and documents other than those of the
Atomic Energy Commission and the books in
the Law Library. A printed outline of this

141

fNuolear Scwm Abstracts,

ard ‘catalog ther
is n.separate card hstmg of bound periodicals
a.nd forexgn patent and tmdemrk ]oumala

Catalog of Atomlc Energy
Commission Documents

This catalog is separate from the main card
catalog and lists unclassified and declassified
AEC documents by series. Publication of these
cards was terminated on July 1, 1959, but in-
formation of this from pubhcatwns sub-
sequent to that d be obtained from

Underwood Card ngest

ThJS is & card ‘catalog of patent deczsmns
made by the Commissioner and by the various

courts. Each card contains a dlgest of the

declslon
* LiBRsRY Smmcns '
Foreign Patent Information

Upon request made to the Circulation and
Reference Section (Ext. 2500) the Library will
procure individual typewritten copies of patents
from countries which issue, but do not print
them. Where applicable, the dates of opening
to inspection, of issuance and of publication will
be requested of the foreign patent office. The
copy of each patent so acquired is retained in a
special file in the Stack Service Section, and a
photocopy thereof is submitted to the examiner.

Techmcal Documents’

When technical reports, such as those pub-
lished by U.S. Government agencies and their
contractors are desired, the Library should be
provided with all necessary identifying data,
including the report number if available. The
Library will obtain printed copies whenever
they are available but it may sometimes be pos-
sible to obtain only a microfilm or microprint

copy.
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duplicsta copies and therefore.
 used to fill photocopy

Ype o
y are sent to the groups for
AT SR T},_;PG

brary with information as to' whether the
groups wishes to retain them. If they are to ba
retsined bg the group, they will be ca_tak:ﬁe'd
by the Library and returned; otherwise they
may be sent to another group. ] .

e Technical Processes Branch will assist
examiners who wish to build up collections of
catalogs or circulars pertinent to their arts, by
writing for copies to companies listed Gnder
pertinent sabject headings in Thomas’ Register
of American Manufecturers and MacRae's
Bluebook. Thomas’ Regeister gives product
classifications, an alphebetical list of trade
names, brands, efc.; international trade section,
boards of trade, and other commercial organi-
zations, leading trade papers; and volume 4 is
an index providing a product finding guide to
the contents of the first three volumes. 7Thomas
Micro-Catalogs, consisting of a ﬁh'-viewigg
machine and a set of catalogs of about 2,4
American manufacturing firms in the form of
sheets of microfilm, is available in the Reading
Room (Room 1895) near the 4-volume 7" homas
Register of American Manufacturers, which
serves as an index for the file. MacRae’s Blue-
book is a comprehensive listing of sources of
industrial equipment, groducts and materials,
alghabetically arranged by product headings.
The principal arrangement is by sabject and
there is also an index to advertisers. The Ex-
aminer should be aware of Sweet’s Catalog
Service, an annual publication which consists
of six separately bound files of manufacturers’
catalogs covering architecture, engineering,
process industries, mechanical industries, power
plants and product design. _

Loan of Books and Other Publications

General

All Library materials other than the books
in the main reference collection in the Refer-
ence Room (1895) may be charged out at the
circulation desk. Materials should be kept as
briefly as possible, and ordinarily no longer
than two weeks. Since all library materials
are used for reference purposes, none may be
taken outside of the Commerce ﬁui]ding. Ex-
aminers may use the Commere Department
Library but may not charge out its books.
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of this type of material are received and D%

ate class and subclass. ..

o i s prapiee A
vallable e Seientiic Library.
 Tn retarn for this servies, the Library loads

‘jts’ materials to other libraries in the I istrict

of Columbis so that occasionally an Examiner
may find thet the item he desires is unavail-
able. These materials which are out on inter-
library losn may be recalled for the Examiner
if required for immediate use. To  borrow
books from another library is costly in terms
of both time and effort; therefore, it is library
policy not to borrow materials unless strictly
ent to official use. Law books cannot be
rrowed by the Library for use by Examiners
in connection with law courses. '

When a book or periodical is borrowed from
another library, and cited in an office action, &
ghotooopy of the portion cited should be or-

lered immediately and placed in an appropri-

ate. class. E'hls class and subclass

should be cited in the office letter. A separate

file of duplicate photocopies of borrowed refer-

ences is maintained in the Stack Service Section.
- Reference Services

The staff of the Circulation and Reference
Section (Ext. 2500, Room 1895) will assist ex-
aminers in the use of the card catalogs and
other resources of the Library, in pointing out

ublications which will help the examiners de-

e the limits of the field of search, and in pro-
viding information for use in prior art searches.
Upon request, it will provide bibliographies on
given subjects. As requested by examiners, it
performs searches in foreign patent journals to
ascertain the dates of opem? to public inspec-
tion, of grant or sealing, and of publication of
specified foreign patent applications.
Procurement of Patents
~ The Circulation and Reference Section will
initiate action to procure specified foreign pat-
ents which are not in the Library's collections.
(See 901.08(2), LIBRARY SERVICES—For-
eign Patent Information, above.)

Publication Dates of Nonpatent Materials

Requests pertaining to the earliest date of
publication or first distribution to the public
of publications for which this information is
required should be made to the Circulation and
Reference Section. A duplicate copy of the
reply incorporating this information will be
forwarded to the examiner.




'.l'ha problem of using t publis}xed in d ‘
tmfamthar langu ﬁe can_be materially re- or aﬂ of & paumt, permdwui
discovery i is required, request should be.
lent in English or s mmthaf foreign languange.  Chief Librarian, Transiations are:ma :
Searches for alternate versions are undertaken  all of the principal European }m%u smi
by the Stack San'we Section of the Library. from Japanese. The Library will have re-
quired translations from mher langu&gw mader

Tmnslatmns elsswhere.
fequests for Translations Card Index of Available Tmm?ataom
Examiners may consult the Translation Sec- This index lists all translations “hxch have

tion at any time for oral assistance in trans-  been made by the Translation Section of the
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- side of the Office should be furnished to the

Translations, which are svail-

‘able to examiners and non-Office personnel, are
. indexed by country, patent or trademark num-

ber, and patentee or author. A copy of any
- transletions coming to an examiner from out-

~ Translation Section so that it may make a copy
. for its files. In this case the source is indi-
 cated on the translation so that it will not be
certified as an official translation of the Patent
Office.

All examiners are provided with a pam-
* phlet, “The Patent Office Scientific Library,”
which gives further details concerning library
services, [R-17]

901.06(b) Borrowed Publications
[R-17]

Whenever it is necessary to borrow reference
material from other libraries including the
main Commerce library, for official use, or to
obtain catalogues, bulletins or other literature,
a letter to this effect is sent to the Librarian,
Scientific Library.

A PHOTOCOPY SHOULD IMMEDI-
ATELY BE ORDERED OF THE POR-
TION OF ANY BORROWED BOOK
WHICH IS CITED IN AN OFFICE AC-
TION. SUCH PHOTOCOPY SHOULD BE
PLACED IN AN APPROPRIATE CLASS
AND SUBCLASS AND SUCH CLLASS AND
SUBCLASS MUST BE CITED IN THE
((IJFFICE LETTER. See 707.05 for citation

ata.

As the Examiner currently inspects non-
patent literature pertinent o the class or
classes that he examines, he should fill out a
form PO-250 for each item or part thereof
that is essential in connection with search in
his arts. The publication, the particular pages
desired, each class and subelass in which he
desires a copy and the other information on
the order form should be given and the order
approved by Primary Examiner.

The order should be sent to the Document
Services Branch with the publication (where
possible).

A reasonable effort should be made to avoid
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-Applications vested in the Alien Property
Custodian during World War IT were pub-
lished in 1943 even though they had not
become patents.

Care must be taken not to refer to these pub-
lications as patents; they should be designated
as A.P.C. published applications.

An A.P.C. published application may be
used by the examiner as a basis for rejection
only as o printed publication effective from the
date of publication which is printed on each

copy.

g‘he manner of citing one of these publica-
tions is as follows: A.P.C. Application of
, Ser. No. ______ , Publishked

Before citing any A.P.C. published applica-
tion, and before each subsequent action, the
examiner should verify whether the applica-
tion has become abandoned or patented. If it
has become abandoned, the examiner’s action
should state this fact. IT it has become pat-
ented the patent is to be cited. The patent
should be substituted for the printed applica-
tion as the basis for the rejection unless the
date of publication is material.

The Scientific Library contains a complete
set of A.P.C. published applications arranged
numerically in bound veolumes.

901.06(d) Abstracts, Abbreviatures
and Defensive Publications
[R-17]

Abstracts and Abbreviatures ave Patent Of-
fice publications of abandoned applications.
Defensive Publications (the O.G. defensive
publication and search copy) are Patent Office
publications of & provisionally abandoned ap-
plication wherein the applicant retains his
rights to an interference for a limited time
period of five years from the earliest effective
U.S. filing date. See 711.06 and 711.06(a).

901.07 Arrangement of Art in Examin-
ing Groups

_ In the Groups the U.S. patents are arranged
in shoes bearing appropriate la-




be.

Copies of forei tents are usually kept in
shoespse arate frol%n? ap:d immediately followi
the U.S. patents and are ‘%mggmblya

numerically without regard to countr
. Non-patent .- publications: 7or photocopies
thereof -containing ‘disclosures: for: particnlar

SN E
.

subcladses, if numeérous, shonld be filed in ghoes:
following the forugognmts,: otherwiss at the-

901.08. Borro eferences

The search filés'ih each efbmining division
should at all times be complete. Where they

wom'°f the last

are incomplete, the Examiners using such files
and relying upon their completeness m:génlss
ed from

valuable references. = References remow:

the files whether for use in the division or

otherwise should, of course, be promptly re-
turned. ' ' o

The following is established as the uniform

Office practice In borrowing references (do-

mestic and foreign patents and publications) :
a. References may be borrowed and charged

for a maximum of two days. In all possible
instances, the references should be returned in

less than two days, preferably in s few hours.

It is the responsibility of the chief of the bor-
rowing division to see that all borrowed ref-
erences are returned within the time indicated.

b. ‘The file: clerk of each divigion shail:re-
view the charges esch morning, select all
charges over two days old and collect the cor-
responding borrowed references.: The file
clerk shall report to his chief for appropriate
action any failure to obtain overdue references
and any instances where it i3 necessary repeat-
edly to collect overdue references.

¢. In the case of domestic patents, when it
appears that they will be needed for more than
two days, particularly where future use is in-
dicated, soft copies should be ordered, but the
references ma borrowed for immediate use,
if this will facilitate an action. The Pstent
Copy Seles Branch should give prompt service
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of U.S. Patenm ST I e

' The Manusl of Classification i3 published in
and supplementary sheets. co

90_2;ﬁ15.‘\~f'_mm amusl of C

taining ch  tume
of Classification

rently published

extent

date. As these changes are published, eac
Examiner should enter ther i, his manual,

so that‘insmgimlwiil atallltmes be oom-
plete and up-to-date. As supplementary shee
are issued, the old»aheeffns»sﬁauld be. rémoved,
and the new sheets substituted therefor.
 There are over 300 classes of utility inven-
tions each having a title descriptive of its sub-
ject matter and being identified by one of 2
series of class numbers (some numbers of the
series are blank and not presently assigmed to
any class). Each class 1s subdivided imto a
number of subclasses with each subelass bear-
ing a title‘dascrigtive of its subject matter and
being identified by s subcless number which in
many instances will include decimal fractions.
A complete identification of a subclass requires
both the class and subclass numbers, the class
number 2 'peatizzgﬁrst and the subclass num-
ber second, e.g., ¥103-161” identifies Class 103,
Subclass 161.

The Manusl of Classification has the follow-
ing parts: '

A Brief Statement on the Use of the Manual.

Olasses Arranged by Related Subjects. Tab-
ulation of classes, in which the classes are ar-
ranged in five major subject groups, with the
classes listed under each group by relationship
of subject matter. This tabulation is for the
purpose of sssisting the user in finding the
main class pertinent to his search.

Ree. 4, Apr. 1665




lio sppec F‘

g hrnmmlwqmgaof;m myn-
ars, _ éthedﬁdﬁclm in numerical
clsss al tical sequence by class names cox-

 to numerical sequence.. This is not

tmé.ﬁfﬁﬂuauzili?;m ol
-Alphabeticsl. Indew. - Words and :phrases

(frequently -called' titles) identifying various
characters of patentable subjects srranged in
alphabetical order, with the citation of & class
or both class and subcless in which. subject
matter identified by the title will be found.

902.02 Definitions =
All of the utility classes (i.e., classes devoted

to tec gy ) except a few unrevised classes
have definitions. None of the design classes

Such'definitions state the subject matter that
is found in each defined class snd subelass

much more ex;]ﬂi_@iﬂ“y’ “than it is go@ble “to
_state in short class and sabelass titles. -
“"Each examining division has a set of defini-
tions and there are several sets in the Pub-
lic Search Room. Additionsl or replacement
sheets inco: ting all changes and additions
are issued from time to time and should be
promptly added to each set of definitions.

902.02(a) Search Notes

The definitions have search notes as a part
thereof; namely, notes giving information as
to where subject matter related to the class will
be found (such notes appearing after the class
definition), and also notes as to where subject
matter pertinent to the subclass will be found
%ppeanng after the subclass definition).

ese notes are intended to indicate both the
relationship and the difference between the
separately classified subjects.

Such search notes are not exhaustive and
ghould be regarded as suggestive of additional
fields of search, but not as limiting the search.

902.02(b) Search Cards

In one shoe of each defined subclass in both
the examining division and the Public Search
Room is a “Search Card” having the definition
of the subclass and the search notes if any.

902.03 U.S. Patent Classification In-
dices

The following indices of U.S. patents are
available and may be used to obtain classifi-
cation data of U.S. patents:

Rev. 4, Apr. 1965

stic patents is on’file in the Machi

Tn esch of the above, there is a separate in-
dex for each series, X, 1838, AI, Re, PP and D.
For the present original classification, ¢all Ext.
3822. For official cross references of & given
patent, call Ext.2852. - -

962.03(b) Blue Slips

~'The “blue” issue or classification slips (Form
P(O-270), starting with patent number 1,987,-
000, RE. 19,298, D 126,796, P.P. 1, and for all

i tly issved patents, and containing the
original classification’ and: cross-references or-
dered at time of issue are on file in the Service
Branch, Classification Growp. .. .~ . .

902.03(c) Subclass Lists

Cards representing all U.S, patents, arranged
by class and subclass, are available in punched
card form in the Machine Tabulating Branch
of the Administrative Services Division.

Tabulated lists for each subclass can be ob-
tained, one list for originals and one list for
cross-reference and published abstracts of U.S.
applications.

902.03(d) Count

In the Service Branch, Classification Group,
is maintained a subclass “count,” giving the
number of U.S. patents originally cﬁmiﬁged in
each class and subclass, and a co ndin
“count™ for cross-referenced U.S. patents,

302.864 Classification Orders and Bual-
fetins

Classification Orders are issued from time to
time giving all changes in the classification
that have been made officially, including every
change to be made in the Manual of Classifica-
tion or in the definition books.

Photolithographed copies are distributed to
all examining divisions for immediate use.

Each order, except for those portions per-
taining to the amendment of existing defini-
tions, is subsequently printed in the Official
Gazette.

These orders are from time to tims collected
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903 ﬁauiﬁcaﬁoﬁ

903 01 Ssatumry Authority

The sta&ut.ory authorxgy fm- estnblmhmg und
maintaining a classification is given in the fol-
lowing statute, which states: :

85 U.8.C. 9. Olauiﬁoam -of patents. m Com-
missioner may revise and maintain the classification
by subject matter of United States lettets patent, and
such other patents snd printed pubncatlom &8s may
be necessary or practicable, for the purpose of deter-
mining with readiness and accuracy the novelty of
inveations for which applications for patent are ﬂled
(Act June 10, 1898,&!50,1&1.808&&4&)

903.02 Basis an aml limuple. of Classi

The basis of classification used in , the US.
Patent Office, the principles followed, and the
reasons why such principles were adopted are
set forth in the booklet Development and Use
of Patent Classification Systems, which is avail-
able in each Art Unit. Since classification is
the basic tool of every Examiner, this booklet,
particularly as it relates to the present classifi-
cation system, should be carefully studied.

Unofficial subclasses and digests made by
patent examiners, if made in accordance with
the plan of classification, could be defined and
issued as an official part of the classification.

Relative to all such work, the patent exam-
iners doing the same are directed to consult
the Examiner of Classification having jurisdic-
tion of the class to the end that, when the work
is completed, it can be defined and made offi-
cial. (Basis: Notice of August 22, 1948.) -

903.02(a) New and Revised Classes

The establishment of new classes or sub-
classes and the revision of old classes are done
under the supervision of an Examiner of Clas-
sification.

When an old class is to be revised, or & new
class formed, an assistant Examiner who has
been examining applications in the art involved
may be transferred from the examining divi-
sion to a classification division for the reclassi-

fying work.

and appmpmste deﬁm drawn, all m

to the supervision and a dpproval of an Ezxam-
iner of Classification and to the final approval

by the Commissioner. Then the Examiner's
and the Search Room’s copies of the patents
included in’the new class are collected, ar-
ranged snd’ stagged conformably to the new
cl&ssxﬁggwnd cial emi;s-refa?;f aro algo
preparea an appropnate stam:

'Igi patents comprised 13; the new class are
(eintered upon the numerical and subelass in-

ices

- Notification :of the new class or subcless is
pubhshed in the Official Gazette, and Su?pk&—
mentary sheets necessary to correct the
leaf Manual of Classification are published.
ons ‘of all revised classes and sub-
classes are'found in the Classnﬁcatma Bulhatms

903.02(b)  Seope of & Class

~ In using any classxﬁc&txon system, it is nee-
essary to analyze the organizstion of the class
or classes to be included in the search.

The initial analysis should determine which
one or ones of the several types of subject mat-
ter (manufacture, art, apparatus or starting
material) are contamed in the class being
considered.

Further, relative to each type of subject mat-
ter, it is necessary to consider each of the
various combinations and subcombinations set
out below:

Feature Combined with Basie Sub;ecé Mai-
ter for Some Added Purpose. The added pur-

is in excess of the scope of the subject
matter for the class, as defined in the class defi-
nition, e.g., adding a sifter to a stone crusher
which gives the added functlon of separating
the crushed stone.

Feature Combined to Perfect the Basic Sub-
ject Matter. Features may be added to the
basic subject matter which do not change the
character thereof, but do perfect it for its in-
tended purpose, e.g., an overload releass means
tends to perfect a stone crusher by providing
means to stop it on overload and thus prevent
ruining the machine. However, this perfect-
ing combined feature adds nothing to the basic
character of the machine.
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type of basic subj er may:
mbé]n&mo :which fhavgjtutxhty t;ith aﬁmrme
different types of subject matter, eg.

machine elemeénts of a stonie crusher. gjwouv
binations of this character usuzslly are .

for in some general class so that the EKxaminer
should ‘determine in each instance where they
are clagsified. S

903.03  Classification of Foreign Pat-

tans ction of the Library t
ining. Groups without control or record form
and they should be marked by the examiner
and assigned to the proper class and subclass
without recofding.” It is helpful if the copy
is either folded or disassembled and re-stapled
so that the most significant sheet of drawing is
exposed -when the copy is in the shoe case,
NOTE: Since the Library. retains copies of
these and other foreign patents (See 901.06(a) )
a desired foreign patent, known by country and
number, can bg,ins%ted‘in the Library or pho-
tocopies ordered. en a foreign patent is not
Eroperly classifiable in the group to which the

ibrary sent it, the examiner should transmit it
to the group in which he considers it to be classi-
fiable, or, if he knows of no such group. he
should return it to the Librag. Any mdication
of classification made by the Library is advisory
only, and the final decision as to where the
patent is to be placed will be made by the
examiner in whose art it is found to be classi-
fiable. Foreign patents should be discarded
by the Examining.Grou}Js without return to the
Library when they are found to be exact dupli-
cates of either foreign patents or domestic
patents. Such foreign duplicates are discarded
te minimize the number of patents to be in-
spected in making searches. .

When a partial translation is desired, return
the patent to the Translation Section, Scien-
tific Librarz, Room 1898-A, with the word
“Title” or “Claim” or other specific portion
indicated thereon.

The Library invites examiners confronted
with language problems in classifying foreign-
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Time spent:in clessifying, foreign patents is
allowed In com ?tm§ an examiner's output.
The methed: mei in clessifying foreign patents
and the am&tgn’mw& -of such work among the
examiners of the group are left to the Super-
visor. The hours spent by each examiner on
this work are noted on the individual examiner’s
record of “Other” time. (PO-690E). (Basis:
Notice of September 24, 1940, Notice of Au-
g:xst,s, 1960, and Notice of May 25, 1961 and
tice of October 17,1963.) |

903.04  Stamping of Examiner’s and
Search Room Copies
" ‘Before ‘each ‘application' in’ iséae becoines a
patent, the Issue and Gazette:Brasich forwards
the issue slip and the printed Examiner’s and
Search Room ‘copies of the patent to the Cles-
sification' Group for stamping and recording of
the classification of the patent, preparation of
cross-references and transmittal to the Exam-
iner and Search Room on the date of the
patent. | o N
. After they are so stamped and recorded, the
photolithographic copies are retained in the re-
spective classes in the groups and no chan
in the classification or the arrangement of the
copies are permitted except as set out in 903.05.
e classification printed in the heading of
{Jatents issned since 1933 canpot always be re-
ied upon to be the present original classifica-
tion, since this data is obtained from the file
wrapper of the application at time of issue and
will not reflect any changes in clasification
made after the issnance of the patent.

903.05 Transfer of U.S. Patents

The transfer of official copies of U.S, patents,
either original or cross-reference, from one
class or subclass to another requires the ap-

roval of a Classification Examiner. (Basis:
Notice of February 20, 1918.)

Examiners must submit to the Classification
Group all questions of transfer of patents.

When an Examiner desires to transfer offi-
cial copies of domestic patents to a different
class or subclass, he should have a memoran-
dum list prepared for signature of the Prima

Ixaminer of the numbers of all patents whi::?\'
are to be transferred indicating only the class




is to be

nals and properly identified official
: erences may be inciuded in the same
list and these may involve transfers to or from

Croas-

any number of different classes or subclasses.
Additional cross-reference copies of any listed
patent may also be requ . This list with
the Examiner’s copies of the patents is routed
through an; er group involved for its
prompt approval or comment and is forwarded
to the Classification Group.

In those instances where a transfer is ap-
proved by a Patent Classifier, the class and su
class designations on both the Examiner and
Search Room copies of the patents are ch
and the numerical patent index and subclass
lists are altered to agree with the new classifi-
cation. When the transfer is not approved, the
copies of the patents will be returned with

149-150

. a;, G
in the Public Search Room

thereof. (Basis: Notice of
Unauthorized transfers render the subclasses
‘ no longer du-
plicates of those in the Examiners’ rooms, and

glso render incorrect the official numericsl
index and subclass lists. (Basis: Notice of

 February 20, 1918.)

When it becomes necessary in the course of a
transfer to remove copies from the files in the
Public Search Room, s dummy a little longer
than a patent copy is substituted therefor, and
the identification data of the patents with-
drawn are written thereon. This dummy is
amended if the patents are returned, and
should all be returned the dummy is removed.

The procedure for transfering an entire
class or subclass from one group to another
is given in the Manual of Clerical Operations.

Rev, 1, Jap. 1964



b, Th ferred mode of . & ¢r
reference where the Examiner has a soft copy
with the ﬁrtment ortion marked, is to indi-
cate on marked  soft_copy the class and
subclass in which it is thought it should be
cross-referenced. ~ Such: soft: copg should ‘be
forwarded to the Classification (iroup where
it will be promptly inspected, the necessary

action taken and the soft copy returned within .

two days of its receipt. (Basis: Notice of
903.06(a) Discovery of New Cross-

Patents which are useful as references may be
found either. in the course of a search or from
inspection of the Official Gazette. each week.
Soft copies may be placed in the Examiner’s
search files. However, if they contain disclosure
properly classifiable in:an official subclass, the
should be given the status of official cross-ref-
erences in accordance with 903.06.

903.07 Classifying and Cross-Refer-
encing at Allowance or Before
Issue

It is the duty of each Primary Examiner to
personally review the classification and cross-
referencing made by his assistants of every ap-
plication passed for issue and to initial the blue
slip to show that this review has been made.
(Basis: Order 2357 and from Memorandum of
Feb. 18, 1952.)

Both the blue issue slip (PO-270) and the
file wrapper provide spaces for an “Assistant
Examiner” and for & “Primary Examiner” to
write their initia's or signature.

Examiners with full signatory authority who
act on an application themselves and send it to
issue should initial the blue slip and sign the
file wrapper only in the “Primary Examiner”
space. A line should be drawn through the
“Assistant Examiner” box to make it clear that
the absence of an initial or signature in the box
was not an oversight. (Basis: Notice of June
18, 1965.)

The initial classification of pending applica-
tions and the drawings thereof will have been
indicated in pencil by the Primary Examiner.
See 903.08(b).

OWHE - nacated s file wrapper or
drawing. (Basis: Notice of Mar. 31,1914.)
‘The examiner fills out a blue slip (PO-270)

‘or a salmon slip (PQ-328) in the case of de-

sigs to .indicate the clsss and subclass in
which the patent should bs classified and also
the classes in which it should appear as a crosg
reference. Unofficial subclasses should not be
indicated oni’ the blue shg?eneﬁ;her as original
nor a8 ‘eross-reference. ‘The Examiner attaches
the blue slip to the inside of the left fold of the
ﬁlﬁe.mw to_be forwarded to the Tasue and
Memorandum of May 14, 1852.)

The Exsminer also enters the classification

appearing on the issue slip in the space pro-
vided on'the front of the fle and in the space
provided in the stamping at the lefi margin of
the drawing. Care should be exercised to see
that all three entries of the classification are
correct and in agreement, particularly after
any alteration of one ent:z, for otherwise the
patent will be printed with an erroneous clas-
sification or improperly positioned in the Offi-
cial Gazette.

All Examiners are requested to il in the
class -and subclass on the drawings in large
numerals using as much of the space provided
as feasible. In this way the filing of drawings
and subsequent searching by the Issue and
Gazette Branch will be greatly asided. (Basis:
Memorandum of January 5, 1953.)

Resounmission

The original classification assignment of an
application may have involved a “borderline”
situation. The file wrapper of such an avplica-
tion will be stamped, “RESUBMIT TO
CLASSIFICATION DIV. , etc.”, the
stamp appearing below the Interference Search
box. A “Special” tag should be attached to the
file when resubmitted. Note that there should
be no resubmission if there is, at the time of
allowance, no longer any doubt or dispute about
the proper classification. (Basis: Notice of
January 14, 1965.)

In the case of oversized patents, where only
a minor portion of the disclosure is pertinent
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makes { sary changee on the file
Wrapper, biue shp, and drawing, if any. The
Clerk of ‘the Examining Group is notified so
that the Sarml Regxster card may be szmllnrlv
changed.
Apphcatxons whwh alreadv have been sent;
to the printer will-be classified by the Classifi-
cation ‘Group at the time the patent 1ssues
(Bams ‘Notice ‘of March 31, 1914) ~

.07(a) ‘Cross-Referencing—Keep.
. Systematic Notes Dm'mg
Prosecution '+ '

’l‘hmughout the examination "of ‘the case,

systematic notes should’ be, kept as to :
_ needed elther dae'to claimed or un-
isclosure. The several Examiners
ated sub]ect, matter should be ¢on-
g prosecution (whether they handle
nclaimed combinations or claimed or
, "but disclosed,  subcombinations),
d | if cross-mferences are needed. If
nwded, systematwa]ly note the proper class and
siibclass. * Tt is to be noted that a cross-refer-
ence where possible MUST be provided for all
CLAIMED disclosure and inserted on the blue
slip at time of issue.

903.07(b) Issumg in Another Exam-
- ining Group Without
Transfer

When an Examiner issues a prospective pat-
ent in another examining Group, ﬁecnotes in
the space. provided on ti’le blue issue slip, in
red ink, the class and subclass of the other
Group, and in parenthesis the number of said
other Group. (The initials of said other Pri-
mary Examiner must also appear in said
space.) In the lower loft corner, the Examiner
writes his own Group number in black ink.
(When the patent issues, the (lassification
Group will, as a matter of routine, send the
necessary notices to the group involved.)

The sendmg of cases to issue from one group
and assigning them to classes in another group
is restricted to those situations where hot }ﬁ Fx-
aminers concur in the proposed classifieation of
the patent, which must be shown by the con-
curring Examiner initialing the issue slip, or
where there has been a ruling by a Patent
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.the transfer is effected by the

be dmblgtghat pt'mts
resent in the group pass
g t*es_theregfn%m bpégrdere

ApplieanonazlgAsmgnmem and
Transfer -

The examining group to whlch an application
is assigned is regponsible for its examination
until such time as the application is officially
transfgrred to another group by the Appilcatmn

The anary Ex i o full authomty

grNwl‘:mxtted to them

to. accept plication submi
that they. be%#a i properly classifinble in a

class in their grou here there is &
difference of oplmog betwegn ‘different groups
should cases be submitted to's Patent Classifier.

903. 08(:) New Apphcations

New applications are assigned to the various
examining groups in the ﬁrst mstance by the
Application Branch.

'pon receiving an apphcatlon from the Ap-
plication Branch and before making any entry
on the Serial Register or Docket record cards,
each Primary Examiner will forthwith decide
whether it has been properly assigned to his

grou

prthe Primary Examiner decides that the
application properly belongs in his group, it
15 Q as 2 new receipt.

When a new application is 1eceived which,
in the opinion of the Primary Examiner, does
not belong to his Group, he will submit it
promptly without any emrv being made on the

Serial Register or Docket cards, to the
Examiner of the Group to whlch he thinks it
belongs, on Transfer Inquiry form P.O. 447.

(The drawing, if any, is retained as a charge.)

If the latter agrees to accept the application,

lerk of tEe Group

to which the application was originally as-
signed.

If not accepted it may be promptly and in-
formally submitted to the Classification Group
for assignment by oral decision prior to entry.
No search for prior art to show classification
need be made. The group to which the Patent
Classifier assigns it will make the first action




such borderline cases, will stamp the file wrap-
per directly below the interference search box
when it is their considered opinion that the
classification of such an application should be
reconsidered on allowance. The stamp will in-
dicate which Classification Division will recon-
sider the case on a “Special®” basis. (Basis:
Notice of January 14,1985.) .« . . .

903.08(b)
T et to Examiner

Every application, new or amended and in-
cluding the drawings, if any, when first as-
signed to a group must be classified and as-
si%eed to an Examiner for examination.

he Supervisory Primary Examiner assigns
them, noting in lead iencﬂ in the space pro-
vided on the face of the file and in the upper
left hand corner of the drawing (first sheet),
the class and subclass to which the case pertains,
and also the name or initials of the Examiner
or the assigned docket designation. The appli-
cation file is then turned over to the clerk for
processing.

903.08 (<)

Immediate Iuspection of
Amendments

Upon the receipt of an amendment which
makes a transfer proper, steps should be taken
promptly in accordance with the transfer pro-
cedure outlined in Sec. 903.08(d).

903.08(d) Transfer Procedure

SUBMISSION OF APPLICATIONS FOR
CLASSIFICATION

Where the Examiners in different groups are
in agreement that an application is properly
assignable to one of the groups but are in dis-
agreement as to which one should receive it, the
Examiners involved should -present their posi-
tions orally to the appropriate Patent Classifier
for verbal decision. This is generally termed
informal submission.

Classification and Assign-

morand -groups and
-classes therein In whnch eves the cass:

¥ be classifiable. . He makes a search both in
bis'own class and in that to which he thinks the
caseshould be transferred, citing the most perti-
nent art relative to the guestion of classification.
He should not take time to write either an anal-
ysis of the art or an ar, t.  He forwards
the file, together with his memorandum, to one
of the other groups involved. Each of the other
Examiners involved may similarly meke a
search and cite art without taking the time to
write either an: art anslysis or an argument.
The time involved in making such searches is
not lost, since the cited art may be of value to
the Examiner to whom the case is assigned.
Each Examiner in turn promptly adds his
memorandum to the file and the last forwards
the file and all papers to the Classification
Gronp.: This practice is all that is required by
the ral rules governing the assignment of
applications for examination. See particularly
items 4 and 10 of the regulations governing
assignment of applications {903.08(e)]. This
is generally ¢ “formal” submission.
(Basis: Natice of Nav. 25, 1947.)

903.08( e')" General Regulations Gov-
erning the Assignment of
Applications for Examina.
tion

The fact should be borne in mind that the
following regulations are oniy general guides,
and exceptions frequently arise because of some
unusual condition. The fact should also be
kept in view that the Patent Classifiers as well
as the Patent Examiners are confronted with
an already existing classification, made up
of newly revised classes, those revised years
ago and which have somewhat outgrown their
definitions and lumits, and still others made a
generation ago and never changed. Also, these
classes are based on different theories and
plans, some on art, some on structure, some on
functions, some on the material worked upon,
and some apparently, on no theory or plan at
ail.  The Patent Classifiers cannot change this
existing condition as each application comes
up for assignment but must seek to dovetail
the cases into the patchwork and try to get
the applications where they will be best han-
dled. To do this often violates the Patent Clas-
sifier’s views as to what constitutes a really
proper classification.

Rev. 8, Jul. 1968




It is regarded as just as vital that one
, im be searched and adjudicated by
an Examiner skilled in'the'art.fasthatfa'm
of such claims be so searched and adjudicated.
8. The dla]ims am%l statement of invention are
generally taken as they read, since any attempt
of'sta;th Cla@iﬁeryto go behind the meor’ﬁ
and decide the case upon what is deemed the
“real invention” would, it is believed, introduce
more errors than such action would cure. The
Patent Classifiers cannot possess the cific
knowledge of the state of the art in all the
las e Patent Examiners collectively
jossees, ~Farther, sich questions are mi

of merit for the hxaminem‘otovdetermine and
are p:.fltnn open to argument and are subject for
AppeaL v i e SUDIEER

: 4.;,'1‘11'%l location of the U.S. patents ooltisti'-
tuting the prior art is generally controlling
over all else. (Note: Where time permits, ob-
vious misplacements of the patents constituti
the prior art are corrected, but to straighten
lines as the cases comie up for assignment would
require the time of several men-and would often
involve a reclassification of an entire class.)

5. Ordinarily an application cannot be as-
signed to a class which includes one element or
part only of several claimed in combination.
The claim is treated in its entirety. The ques-
tion of aggregation is not reviewed by the Pat-
ent Classifiers.

6. The Patent Classifiers are authorized in
all cases, where they evaluate the facts as war-
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or ‘whether the sets of claims are mofe evenly

% E .
to restrict is foun

R
group where the ¢ eing’ examined, an
e groi rheeth com o bing pmind,

without seeking a transfer of the case to another
group. The action of the applicant in response
to the requirement for restriction may result in
msking & transfer of the application unnec-

m . . L ' g : .
8.%rdinarilfy where all the claims of an &
plication are for an article made of a specific
composition or alloy with no other characteris-
tic of the article recited, the application will be

assigned to the compositicn or alloy class.

9. A class of cases exists in which either no
ari or & divided art is found and in which no
rule or principle is involved.  (Such cases are
placed where, in the judgment of the Patent
Classifiers they will be best ssarched and adju-
dieated. It is often impossible to so explain a
decision in this class of cases as to satisfy, or in
any way aid, the Examiners interested. In-
deed, the reasons for or against sending such
cases one place or another may be so evenly bal-
anced that no reason of any value can be given.

10. An examiner seeking the transfer of a
case should make a search, both of his own class
and the class to which he thinks the case should
be transferred, and the Examiner in charge of
the up should exhibit the result of such
search to the Office of Patent Classification.
This is the only way to utilize the expert knowl-

of the Examiners involved. (Basis: No-
tice of April 15,1919.)




Ifthesph to

which mbmmad it for clm&uum, no fmther
pmeedt;io;mnmy Hﬂggsa@mdtom%
group, the clerk processes case a3 descri
in the Manusl of Clerical Procedures.

X the case is one which had been taken up for

action by an examiner wmrdmgﬁoxtaeﬁ'edave
ﬁlmgdma,ltshmldhs sated :

thasppheatmn,ﬂwEnmner then ssarches
thopnorsrtudmclamdmpmm:amdother
printed documents. Any such document used
mth:rejechonofsc]ummcaﬂeda“mfero
ence.’

The first: search should be such that the Ex-

aminer need not ordinarily make s second search
of the prior art, unless necessitated by amend-
ments to the claims by the spplicant in the first
response, except to check to determine whether
any reference which would appear to be sub-
stantially more than the prior art cited
in the first Office action has become available
mmtthmminmm It

cover the invention as described and
claimed, including the inventive concepts
fowudwhmhtheclalmsa p&rtobedxmm:ed.
It should not be merely to add im-
material variants,

904.01 Analysis of Claims

The breadth of claim of the application
should slways be carefully noted; that is, the
Examiner should be fully aware of what the
mmdmmmnfw,uwdluwbstmm
require. For, there is always dsnger of read-
ing into the claim limitations imported from

the specification or drawing.
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e , ding
afthembgeetm&ardmlmdmdclmmdm

Inim, gmaﬁmﬁ dxﬁ’erent
from the d@ﬁminw n chzm,y must
conmdem&.

904.01 (c) Anﬂl@gons Arts

Not only must the art be searched with which
the invention claimed is classifiable, but also all
analogous arts mga,tdiess of where classified.

The determination of when arts are analo-
gous is at tzmw difficalt. It depends upon the

nocessary essemtisl function or utility of the
sabject matter covered by the claims, and not
what it is called,

Farezmple,smmermdsmmw
nnxeram for the ssme art, namely, the mixing

this being the necessary function of e&ch.
Smula.rly & bnck cuu:mg machine and s biscuit
7 the same necessary

904.01(d)

QOutlining Field of Search
{R-16]

In outlining & field of search the Examiner
should note emry class and subclass that may
have material pertinent to the subject matier as
claimed, or that may in the future pmperly lm
clmm;a&mt.hatm Every subclsss pe
to each type of invention claimed shoul

hawl., from the 1 combination thro h
various subcombinstions to the most e
Rev. 16, Apr. 1968



subeequent actic
made, notation of the s
is also endorsed and initisled on the file

904; 92 Pernnent Referenees

[R—-16]

Itmupmmquisitetoa and]ustde-
terminstion of the issues inv in the
ination of an application that s careful and
exhaustive search be made in the first action. It
ie not that gxe claims aléﬁe be eaarch&it
especislily broad in their sco
the mrchﬂm, in so far as pomblg:ecover
the entire claimable subject matter in the case.

- It thus results that the Examiner finds refer-
ences that, while not needed for treating the
claims before him, wowld be useful for forestall-
m the possible meammmm of claims to other

jeot matter disclosed applivcant but
shown to be old by these references.

selectin i the references to be cited the Ex-

ould carefully compare the references

with one mother and with the applicant’s dis-
closure to avoid the citation of a7 UNNECessRry
number. The Examiner is not called upon to
cite all the references that may be available,
but only the “best.” (Bule 106§ Multxplymg

R@V.lﬁ.m-lm

dltmnnl ﬁeld covered

exanm-

A]l ordms’ for:ph@mmpms on PO-250

‘ E inatmgm the Examinig _&me@%jf

mExammar '3 full or partinl
bywah : mﬁ-the? %ﬁeﬁe&g“? ’
INER - (Signature)”,

' mmpad name‘of anthommg Eszaminer wxll

roduction

be -indication of suthority for
d not;

Sectmm Handwmtten mgmm
be used. .

905.02 Soft Copy Orders [R—lﬁ]

Soft copies may be ord@md on PO-14 by the
Examicer for hig use. These orders sre filled
? employees of Paxmt, ‘Copy Sales Branch.

o employees other than thoss sssi to this

Bmchhamawemmtheﬁleeofpmted

copies o orders
mgybemmmeﬁhwfo theB awhm
approval ﬁbereof, if given, will insure immedi

ate filling of said orders.
Because of the cost of printing copies- of

patents economy should be axarclwd in their
use. Wosoft copies should, however, be retumed
to Patent Copy Sales Branch byExammers.

905.03 Orders for Patented and Aban-
doned Files :

In the examination of an ap lleuhon it is

sometimes necessary to inspect lication
papere of some pre aband applica-
tion or granted ig alwaya true in
the case of & reissue @

Patented snd ﬁlea be ob-

tained in the Record Boom and
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k] ) e
_The file should be wmptltg
returned when the Examiner has finished wit
it. Where a patented file is needed for the pur-
of reissue or interference, this information
gould be given to the Record Room upon ob-
taining the file, and as soon as these matters have
been disposed of, the file should be returned to
the Record Room.
When an interference is declared between a
tent and an application and the interference
1s forwarded to the Examiner of Interference,
the clerk in charge of the Record Room should
be informed in order that the charge may be
cha and the location of the file known at
all times. .
Examiners may expedite service in obtain-
ing abandoned files and patented files by order-
ing them by telephone.
en ordering a patented file from the Rec-
ord Room, the name of the person ordering the
file should appear on the Form PO-125. It is
im%ortant that the Patent Number be stated
rather than the Serial Number of the applica-
tion which matured into the patent. An Ex-
aminer ordering a patented file should also place
his Art Unit number on the Form. If the nota-
tion “HOLD” is marked on the Form PO-125
the case will be held at the Record Room and in
the absence of such notation it will be sent to
the Art Unit indicated. If ordered by phone,
the Examiner may alggear at the record room to
complete the Form PO-125 and to pick up the
file or he may request the delivery of the file by
regular Office Messenger Service. If the need
for the file is not urgent, Examiner time may be
saved by sending a Form PO-125, completed in
the manner indicated above, to the Record Room

1

‘il Unit respectively, by flling out Charge by
Form (PO-195), and leaving this ot wih
‘the clerk in char

7

" will be delivered by

Messenger Service. The file
v livered by the same M Serv-
ice to the Art Unit indicated on the form or it
will be held at the record room only if so re-
quested on the Form.

Patent Copy Sales Branch has charge of the
drawings in patented cases. Canoele%e ,
however, are not retained with the paten
drawings but are filed with the “Abandoned
Files and Drawings.”

905.04 Marking Examiner’s Copies of

Patents
When the Examiners’ copies of patents are
sent to their respective Art Units to be filed, they

should be routed across the appropriate Ex-
aminers’ desks prior to placement in the shoes.
The assistant Examiners who examined the ap-

lication should mark in ink on the face of the

rawings, or the specifications where there are
no drawings, such features as may be deemed
advantageous in aiding understanding of the
patents in future searches,

905.05 Charge for Pending Appliea-
tion Files

Whenever an application file is temporarily
removed from the Group or Branch having
jurisdiction thereof Charge Form PO-125 must

completed, and left with the clerk in charge.

Whenever a file is removed from the Group
application file rack for use by an examiner as-
signed to that Group, but not having jurisdie-
tion of that file, cardboard Form OF-25 should
be inserted in place of the borrowed file.

All files should be returned promptly to their
proper location.
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