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66 � recover the value of any signifi cant loss of use of the 
cultural resource pending its restoration or replacement 
or the acquisition of an equivalent, or the value of the 
cultural resource in the event it cannot be restored or 
replaced; and 

� recover any and all costs incurred in responding to, 
assessing, and/or monitoring damage to the cultural 
resource. 

(See Compensation for Injuries to Natural Resources 4.1.6. 

Also see Director’s Order #14: Resource Damage Assessment 

and Restoration) 

5.3.1.4 Environmental Monitoring and Control 
When necessary to preserve a historic structure or a 
museum collection, appropriate measures will be taken 
to control relative humidity, temperature, light, and air 
quality. When museum collections are housed in a historic 
structure, the needs of both the collection and the structure 
will be identifi ed and evaluated, weighing relative rarity 
and signifi cance, before environmental control measures 
are introduced. The environmental conditions of all areas 
housing museum collections will be regularly monitored, 
according to a schedule specifi c to each condition, to 
determine whether appropriate levels of relative humidity, 
temperature, and light are being maintained. 

(See Air Quality 4.7.1. Also see Director’s Order #24: NPS 

Museum Collections Management) 

5.3.1.5 Pest Management 
The Park Service will follow an integrated pest management 
approach in addressing pest problems (including invasive 
vegetation) related to cultural resources. Pest occurrences 
will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis according to the 
principles identifi ed in section 4.4.5 and Director’s Order 
#77: Natural Resource Protection to ensure the most 
eff ective and lowest risk management strategy. 

(See Pest Management 4.4.5) 

5.3.1.6 Visitor Carrying Capacity 
Superintendents will set, enforce, and monitor carrying 
capacities to limit public visitation to or use of cultural 
resources that would be subject to adverse eff ects from 
unrestricted levels of visitation or use. This will include 
(1) reviewing the park’s purpose; (2) analyzing existing 
visitor use of and related impacts on the park’s cultural 
resources and traditional resource users; (3) prescribing 
indicators and specifi c standards for acceptable and 
sustainable visitor use; and (4) identifying ways to address 
and monitor unacceptable impacts resulting from overuse. 
Studies to gather basic data and make recommendations on 
setting, enforcing, and monitoring carrying capacities for 
cultural resources will be conducted in collaboration with 
cultural resource specialists representing the appropriate 
disciplines. 

(See Visitor Carrying Capacity 8.2.1) 

5.3.1.7 Cultural Soundscape Management
Culturally appropriate sounds are important elements of 
the national park experience in many parks. The Service 
will preserve soundscape resources and values of the parks 
to the greatest extent possible to protect opportunities for 
appropriate transmission of cultural and historic sounds 
that are fundamental components of the purposes and 
values for which the parks were established. Examples of 
appropriate cultural and historic sounds include native 
drumming (at Yosemite National Park, for example), 
music (at New Orleans Jazz National Historical Park, for 
example), and bands, marching, cannon fi re, or other 
military demonstrations at some national battlefi eld parks. 
The Service will prevent inappropriate or excessive types 
and levels of sound (noise) from unacceptably impacting 
the ability of the soundscape to transmit the cultural and 
historic resource sounds associated with park purposes.

(See Soundscape Management 4.9; Recreational Activities 

8.2.2. Also see 36 CFR 2.12: Audio Disturbances)

5.3.2 Physical Access for Persons with Disabilities 
The National Park Service will provide persons with 
disabilities the highest feasible level of physical access 
to historic properties that is reasonable, consistent with 
the preservation of each property’s signifi cant historical 
features. Access modifi cations for persons with disabilities 
will be designed and installed to least aff ect the features of 
a property that contribute to its signifi cance. Modifi cations 
to some features may be acceptable in providing access once 
a review of options for the highest level of access has been 
completed. However, if it is determined that modifi cation 
of particular features would impair a property’s integrity 
and character in terms of the Advisory Council’s regulations 
at 36 CFR 800.9, such modifi cations will not be made. To 
the extent possible, modifi cations for access will benefi t 
the greatest number of visitors, staff , and the public, and 
be integrated with or close to the primary path of travel 
for entrances and from parking areas. In situations where 
access modifi cations cannot be made, alternative methods 
of achieving program access will be adopted. 

(See Access to Interpretive and Educational Opportunities 

7.5.2; Accessibility for Persons with Disabilities 8.2.4; 

Accessibility for Persons with Disabilities 9.1.2; Accessibility of 

Commercial Services 10.2.6.2. Also see Director’s Order #42: 

Accessibility for Visitors with Disabilities in National Park 

Service Programs and Services) 

5.3.3 Historic Property Leases and 
 Cooperative Agreements 
The National Park Service may permit the use of a historic 
property through a lease or cooperative agreement if the 
lease or cooperative agreement will ensure the property’s 
preservation. Proposed uses must not unduly limit public 
appreciation of the property; interfere with visitor use and 
enjoyment of the park; or preclude use of the property 
for park administration, employee residences, or other 
management purposes judged more appropriate or cost-
eff ective. 




