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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES
Administration on Aging
Office Of Grants Management

One Massachusetts Ave., NW

Room 4606
Washington, DC 20001
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October 27, 2008

Mr/Ms:

You are receiving this letter because your state will receive more than $5,000,000 in Federal funds under the Title III Grants for State and Community Programs on Aging grant program. 
Section 523 of the the Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2008 requires any grantee receiving an award in an amount greater than $5,000,000 to submit a certification of its filing and payment of Federal taxes.  Note that the Section 523 of the Act remains in effect for Fiscal Year 2009 grant awards because AoA FY 2009 funds have been made available through a continuing resolution, the Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing Appropriations Act, 2009.  
Section 523 provides:

 “None of the funds appropriated or otherwise made available by this Act may be used to enter into a contract in an amount greater than $5,000,000 or to award a grant in excess of such amount unless the prospective contractor or grantee certifies in writing to the agency awarding the contract or grant that, to the best of its knowledge and belief, the contractor or grantee has filed all Federal tax returns required during the three years preceding the certification, has not been convicted of a criminal offense under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, and has not, more than 90 days prior to certification, been notified of any unpaid Federal tax assessment for which the liability remains unsatisfied, unless the assessment is the subject of an installment agreement or offer in compromise that has been approved by the Internal Revenue Service and is not in default, or the assessment is the subject of a non-frivolous administrative or judicial proceeding.”  [Emphasis added].  (Public Law 110-161, Division G, Section 523)

This certification must be obtained from all FY 2009 prospective grantees whose applications will be awarded in excess of $5,000,000, including tax exempt applicants.  Also, a separate certification is required for each individual grant in excess of $5,000,000.
This certification requirement is a preaward condition.  No funds under the above referenced Title III grant will be released until a signed certification is received by AoA.

Please find enclosed the Certification of Filing and Payment of Federal Taxes. The Certification is also posted on the AoA Internet site at http://www.aoa.gov/doingbus/grantrep/grantrep.aspx.  You should ensure that the appropriate state official completes and signs this certification form. 
You must transmit the hard copy original, signed certification to AoA using the enclosed FedEx return envelope by November 3, 2009.  We also request that a scanned, electronic copy of the signed certification be transmitted to Grants.Office@aoa.hhs.gov. 

Should you have any questions regarding this certification, please contact your AoA Regional Administrator.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

Rodd Clay

Senior Grants Policy Specialist

Office of Grants Management

U.S. Administration on Aging, DHHS

Enclosure







