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Charge to the Committee and Committee Activities

Public Law 101-445, Section 301 (7 U.S.C. 5341), directs
the Secretaries of the U.S. Departments of Agriculture
(USDA) and Health and Human Services (HHS) to issue
jointly at least every 5 years a report entitled Dietary
Guidelines for Americans.  The law instructs that this
publication shall contain nutritional and dietary information
and guidelines for the general public, shall be based on the
preponderance of scientific and medical knowledge current
at the time of publication, and shall be promoted by each
Federal agency in carrying out any Federal food, nutrition,
or health program.  The 1980, 1985, and 1990 editions were
issued voluntarily by USDA and HHS.  The 1995 edition was
the first statutorily mandated report.

The Secretaries of USDA and HHS appointed jointly the
Dietary Guidelines Advisory Committee to review the 1995
edition of the Dietary Guidelines and to determine if, on the
basis of current scientific and medical knowledge, revisions
were warranted.  If so, the committee was to develop
recommendations for revisions in a report to the Secretaries
that would contain proposed text for the bulletins’s fifth
edition and rationale for the suggested modifications to the
fourth edition.

The mandate to the committee is to advise the Secretaries
of USDA and HHS; thus, the two Departments reserve the
right to review and amend the text recommended by the
committee prior to publication.

The committee served without pay under the regulations
for Federal advisory committees.  Its meetings, announced in
the Federal Register, were open to the public and were held
in accordance with the Federal Advisory Committee Act.
Four public meetings were held by the committee in
Washington, DC. (September, 1998; March, June, and
September, 1999).  Meeting transcripts and the final report
of the committee are posted on the Internet at
http://www.ars.usda.gov/dgac. Written comments from the
public were received throughout the process. Oral comments
were solicited during the second meeting of the committee
held in March, 1999.  About forty organizations provided
oral testimony.  A copy of the comments received were
placed at the National Agricultural Library, Beltsville,
Maryland.


