Administration on Aging Reauthorization of the Older Americans Act

Technical Clarifying Amendments

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Clarification of State Portion of Non-Federal Share

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1This provision would clarify the State-only portion (as opposed to the State/local portion) of the non-Federal share of the cost of supportive services, senior centers, and nutrition services provided under title III.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Consumer Contributions

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1This provision would clarify current cost-sharing authority to permit States to establish a fee-for-service system, on a sliding fee scale, for receipt of services funded under the Act.  Fee revenues (and voluntary contributions) could be used only to provide Act services.  Individuals with self-declared incomes at or below the Federal poverty level would be exempt from fees, and fees would not be permitted with respect to information and assistance services or any services provided under title VI (grants for Native Americans) or title VII (allotments for vulnerable elder rights protection activities).

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Designation of a Single Statewide Planning and Service Area

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1This provision would clarify that States are permitted under the Act to consolidate a system of multiple planning and service areas (PSAs) into one statewide PSA.  The existing due process provisions of the Act associated with a State making such change remain in force.

Funding For Program Evaluation
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1This provision would provide a new mechanism for funding the evaluation of Older Americans Act programs.  The proposed legislation would replace the current funding authority (under which no more than a specified dollar amount may be taken from title III and IV funds, respectively) with new authority permitting the use, for evaluation purposes, of up to 0.5 percent.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Nutrition Services Incentive Program 

This provision would streamline the administration of the NSIP program by providing States with their allotments in the form of cash.  Flexibility is provided for local nutrition programs that desire to access commodities to use part or all of their cash allotment to obtain them from local school food authorities.  In addition, the proposal provides for the dissemination of information regarding school food authorities to local nutrition grantees.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Self-Directed Care Under Older Americans Act Programs
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1This provision recognizes the importance of the Act’s historical emphasis on the use of consumer-directed models of care.  It provides, to the greatest extent feasible, that Act services to assist individuals with activities of daily living be furnished in a manner that offers such individuals the maximum choice and control over the provision of such services.

