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Over 7 days, officials from 11 cities worked with 100 national 
professionals and 120 local planners and architects to prepare 
renewal and rebuilding plans.

Organizers—The Governors Commission on Recovery, Rebuilding 
& Renewal and the Congress for New Urbansim

Funders—The Knight Foundation, Jim Barksdale, & In-Kind 
Services  (no public funds)
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Planning in the post-Katrina environment.  Most of the city’s residents escaped 
catastrophic damage but flooding was significant and widespread, and the 
rules of the game are changing fast.  



Images from the city’s past provided inspiration to the planning team.

MOSS POINT REBUILDING & 
RENEWAL



In the post-industrial future, the city’s 
competitiveness will be shaped by its 
ability to retain and attract talent, 
improve place quality, offer amenities, 
and adopt an entrepreneurial style of 
governance.
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Leveraging natural and locational assets is fundamental to the plan’s 
realization.
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THE HIGH GROUND
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A BRIGHT FUTURE
… a city on the mend, ready to 

leverage assets, tackle problems, and 
emerge from Katrina’s wake a more 

livable, beautiful, just, and sustainable 
community. 
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A NEW DIRECTION
… the plan defines the logical next 

steps in the city’s efforts to capitalize 
on the riverfront, revitalize downtown, 
stabilize neighborhoods, and attract 

sustainable forms of development and 
investment.  
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PROPOSALS

REGIONAL CONNECTIONS
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PROPOSALS

LIVABLE NEIGHBORHOODS
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PROPOSALS

GUIDED GROWTH IN ESCATAWPA

Provide a framework for sustainable 
neighborhood development and renewal in 

Escatawpa north of I-10.  Support the 
development of a new village on high ground 

north of I-10 on the west side of Route 63 
designed to include a limited service hotel, 
restaurants, neighborhood shops, elderly 

housing, townhouses, and cottages.
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Escatawpa Plan Proposals
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View of the village center.

VILLAGE GREEN WITH NEW HOUSING

SITES RESERVED FOR COMMUNITY 
BUILDINGS

NEW SHOPS OFF 63
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PROPOSALS

KREOLE RENEWAL

Ensure the Kreole neighborhood survives and 
thrives through the initiation of a comprehensive 

renewal program.  Central to the effort should 
be the development of new housing on 

underutilized sites to increase affordability and 
opportunities for home ownership, aging-in-

place (retirement housing), and movement out 
of areas prone to flooding.
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Post-Katrina Images of the Kreole 
neighborhood.



MOSS POINT REBUILDING & 
RENEWAL



MOSS POINT REBUILDING & 
RENEWAL

Kreole Plan Proposals



VILLAGE GREEN WITH NEW 
HOUSING

NEW CIVIC BUILDING ON KREOLE

TRAIL/GREENWAY ALONG MILL

SIDEWALK ALONG MLK
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View across the village square on Martin Luther 
King.
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PROPOSALS

DOWNTOWN REGENERATION

Re-establish downtown as a lively, beautiful, walkable 
precinct with shops and restaurants, a wider range of 
housing opportunities; new civic buildings above flood 
proposed flood elevation; and new public spaces for 

community events and activities. Create a critical mass 
of activity by favoring downtown locations for eco- and 

heritage tourism and educational facilities.
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From 40’ curb to curb…

NARROW LANES, PARKING & SIGNALS SUPPORT 
WALKABILITY
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FORMER LOCATION OF 
STOREFRONTS
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… to 80’ curb to curb dimension and no provision for pedestrian crossing.
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From compact, walkable, and memorable to fragmented, 
unwalkable, and easily forgotten.
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Initial discussions focused on ideas for relocating city facilities outside 
limits of advisory flood elevations and using space for an expanded 
riverfront park.

CITY HALL

FIRE STATION

RECREATION CENTER

POLICE STATION

INLAND LIMIT OF 
STORM SURGE
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Early studies show realigned streets and alternative sites for City Hall.
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Downtown Plan Proposals
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Aerial view overlooking the riverfront.
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Downtown Plan Proposals
RIGHT-SIZING MAIN STREET



MOSS POINT REBUILDING & 
RENEWAL

Downtown Plan Proposals

CITY HALL & TOWN SQUARE

SITE FOR NEW FIRE STATION
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Downtown Plan Proposals

NEW SHOPS & HOUSING
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Design Study for a New City Hall
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Downtown Plan Proposals

HOUSING OVERLOOKING THE RIVER



HOUSING OVERLOOKING THE RIVER
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Downtown Plan Proposals

REALIGNED DENNY & EXPANDED PARK

PUBLIC USES MOVED TO HIGHER GROUND
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Downtown Plan Proposals

RIVERWALK LINKING “ANCHORS”
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The Waterfront Park

RIVERWALK LINKING “ANCHORS”
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MOVING FORWARD

Programs & Initiatives
Support for Economic Development, Eco- & 
Heritage Tourism, Brownfield Development, 

Grantsmanship, Mitigation & Relocation Assistance

Capital Projects
Priorities for Critical Infrastructure, Parks & Trails, 

Main Street Calming, Transitional Housing

Preparing for Private Investment
Work with FEMA, Inspection & Planning

Assistance, Smart Code Calibration & Adoption, 
Streamlined Permitting & Pre-Permitting 
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