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MAYORS IN SUPPORT OF THE U.S. COLOMBIA TRADE
PROMOTION AGREEMENT

April 11, 2008

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
The Speaker

U.S. House of Representatives
The U.S. Capitol
Washington, D.C.

Dear Speaker Pelosi,

We arc very appreciative of your leadership and commitment to improving
our Nation’s competitive position in the world economy. As mayors, we are directly
engaged in building our local economies and expanding our jobs base. The more
that our businesses, both small and large, and our local entrepreneurs can engage in

international trade, the better, as we see such trade as key to further economic
growth,

It is because of this that we write, as Democrats and Republicans, to express
strong bi-partisan support for the pending U.S. Colombia Trade Promotion
Agreement. We do so for several major reasons:

(1) Presently, Colombian goods enter the U.S. market essentially without tariffs
while U.S. goods, entering Colombia, are subject to tariffs, creating an
uneven trade relationship and a barrier to equitable treatment of U.S.
exports. This Agreement eliminates the tariffs on U.S. goods and thus a fair
and balanced ftrade relationship would result. This will help U.S,
agricultural, manufacturing and other sectors.

(2) Nearly 40% of U.S. economic growth has been associated with this Nation’s
export activities. Of the 14 countries with Free Trade Agreements with the
U.S., Colombia already reccives a very measurable percentage of the U.S.
exports under these Agreements and there is therefore every reason to
believe the trade of U.S. goods to Colombia will increase because they will be

cheaper in the Colombian market under this Agreement. That mcans more
jobs in the U.S.
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(3) This Agreement further stabilizes a country now showing great progress
from when its economy was once based on narco-trade and punctuated by
scrious violence. A more stable Colombia is in this Nation’s interests.
Moreover, we think it is strategically important for the U.S. to further build
stronger reclationships with key countries in South Ainerica to counter-
balance and isolate the anti-American cfforts of Venezuela’s leadership.

(4) If we walk away from this and similar Agreements, we are ceding the
‘Western Hemisphere to our competitors who unhesitantly would pursue and
are seekine greater market share in the couniries both close to the U.S. and
elsewhere. That isnot in oar interests. It is of concern to us that there are
presently as many as one hundred other Trade Agreements being negotiated
worldwide that do not include the U.S. We need to maintain a very
compctitive advantage, especially in our own bemisphere.

We are grateful for your consideration of these views and hope you wili schedule
the U.S. Colombia Trade Agrccment for House action and that it will be fully
approved.

With warmest regards, we are

SN

¥
Stephen R. Reed, Mayor of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania Curt Pringle, Mayor of Anal alifomia

Tom Leppert, Mayor of Dallas, Texas /

Robert N. Cluck, M.D., Mavor of Arlington, Texas

Hetdt Davidson, Mayor of Athens-Clarke County, Georgia

Yours Sincerely

y Ford, Mayor of Tuskegee, Alabama
-Charr, National Policy Alliance
~Aounder. World Conference of Mayors
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Lawrence K. Nelson, Mayor of Yuma, Arizona John . W. Recley, Mayor of Pottsyille, Pennsylvania
Dr. Perry R McNetll, P.E.. Mayor of Denton, Texas Timothy J. Davlin, Mayor of Springfield, Illinois
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Robert I. Austin, Mayor Estacada, Oregon Joe Marine, Mayor of Mukilteo, Washington
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J\}y{ J. Fretil, Mayor of Valdosta, Georgia Jim Naugle, Mayor of Fort Lauderdale, Florida

Al A Wl are

Kirk R. Wilson, Mayor of Carlisle, Pennsylvania
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Lou Ogden, Mayor of Tualatin, Oregon



STATE OF GEORGIA
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
ATLANTA 30334-0900

Sonny Perdue

GOVERNOR
March 25, 2008

The Honorable Catlos Guderrez
Secretary

U.S. Department of Commerce
Washington, 1DC 20230

Dear Secretary Gutierrez,

On behalf of the State of Geozgia, I offer my support for the free trade agreements
with Colombia, Panama and the Republic of South Korea. 1 believe these negotiations will
act as an effective means of promoting trade opportunities both in Georgta and abroad.

Georgia 1s home to 55 Consulates (Career and Honorary), 15 wade offices and 23 Bi-
National Chambers; therefore, T believe great opportunity lies ahead for our stare and
others by promotng thesc free trade agreements. As you may know, Georgia aiready trades
with Colombia, Panama and the Republic of South Korea. In fact, Georgia currently
conducts approxumately 34 billion a year in business with South Korea alone. These figures
would surely increase were such trade covenants approved. As such, I encourage you o
continue to work with Congress on favorable passage of these important trade aliiances.

Thank you for your continued advocacy on behalf of this important issue. 1 will
continue to work with Georgia's Congressional delegation in support of these agreements.

Sincerely,

-y

Sonny Pefdue
Governor



Office of the Mayor
The City of Harrisbuxg
MK City Government Center

19 North Sccond Stect
Harrisburg, PA 17101-1678

Stephen R Reed January 7, 2008

Mayor

(7173 255-3 040

Honorable Robert P. Casey, Jr.
Member, United States Senate
Scoate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Casey:

The United States Congress will very soon be taking up the m.iﬁer of the United Statey-
Columbia Trade Promotion Agreemeut. W e take this opporiunity to express our endorsement
and support of the same.

Of the four different Tradc Agreements currently going through the approval process,
with the Agreement with Peru having been approved by Congress in’ December, this would be
the largest of these three Trade Agreements. The United States h: is a sixteen billion doliar
trade relationship with Columbia.

Most of the goods being tmported into the United States from Columbia come fo this
nation without any tariffs being imposed. This is not the case, however, with regard to most
goods being exported by the United States to Columbia. ‘

Ouc of the principle effects of the proposed new Trade Agréement with Columbia
would be to remove these tariffs on U.S. goods, along with the removal of certain trade
barricrs affecting U.S. geuerated products.

The primary beneficiaries of the propesed Free Trade Agreerient with Columbia weuld
be the agricultural, mannt‘actuiing and service industries of our nation. Allthreehaveamajor
presence in Pennsylvania, of course.

It is purticularly usefultfm' stronger economic rclationshipaéto evolve with Columbia,
not only because it will benefit the United States economy but because it will further allow the
evolution of Columbia’s economy away from what was once an economy dominated by illegal
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narcotics. Moreover, given the extent of our competition with other major trading countries
in the world, it is cectain that should the United States not act fo improve its own frec trade
velationship with Columbia, there are certuinly other competitors who will want to take
advautage of such for their own gain and at our loss.

With the further advances in the economic productivity and strength of the Asian
Pacific Rim countries, it is also important to have the United States lead the further
advancement and prowth of the cconomy in the Western Hemisphere. In doingso, we advance
the United States not only in economic terms but in other ways, ax. well. Candidly, having
other countrics on other continents paining greater economic frotholds in the Western
Hemisphere is ot in our nation’s best wnterests.

For these and related reasons, we think that the Uaited States-Columbia Trade
Promotion Agreement should be adopted and appreciate your consideration of this view.

With warmest personal regards, [ am

Yours sincercly,

St

Stephen R, Reed
Mayor

SRRk



C1ty OF NEw ORLEANS

C.RAY NAGIN, MAYOR

o

November 8, 2007

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi

Speaker of the House

United States House of Representatives
235 Canon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Madam Speaker:

As Mayor and on behalf of the City of New Orleans, I wish to thank you for your support
of the free trade agreement (FTA) with Peru, and congratulate you on its passage. I also
respectfully urge you to continue to support free trade by promoting future agreements
with Colombia, Panama and South Korea. Each of the future FTAs would provide unique

opportunities for the City of New Orleans to increase international economic
development.

Three of these countries were top ten locations for exports from Louisiana in 2006,
totaling $1.4 billion. Lowered or eliminated importation barriers-to our petroleum and
coal products and chemical manufactures, which account, on average, for 46% of our

exports to these states will greatly benefit our economy and the nation as our exports also
include goods manufactured around the country,

Com and soybeans are the number one and two exports from Louisiana’s ports, with
Colombia and South Korea in the top five recipients of these products. The pending
FTAs in Congress will eliminate 77% of agricultural tariffs immediately in Colombia and
66% in South Korea, greatly increasing trade in this area. We also export $212 million in
oil to Panama. Again, the FTA will initially significantly eliminate a variety of tariffs,
with the effect of greatly increasing exports in oil and other petroleum products to
Panama and other countries.

New Orleans is becoming an even greater international city in the wake of Hurricane
Katrina and we are making every effort to capitalize on the trade liberalization that will
flow from these FTAs. Our port system is ideally situated to take advantage of the Latin
American FTAs and we plan to seek out bilateral investment opportunities with our FTA
partners. As the largest tonnage port in the United States, we specialize in the transport of
bulk materials such as grain, crude oil, and petrochemicals, all of which are subject to
tariff elimination by these FTAs. The South Louisiana Ports account for 50% of grain
exports for the entire country, making agreements which lower tariffs on agricultural

products crucial to the nation’s economy as well as New Orleans and Louisiana’s local
€conomies.

1300 PERDIDO STREET | SUITE 2E04 | NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA | 70112 l
PHONE 504.658.4900 | FAX 504.658.4939
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We are already hard at work securing the economic advantages available under the
Dominican Republic-Central American Free Trade Agreement and look forward to
continuing our efforts with new FTA partners.

Thank you in advance for your consideration on this issue.

cc: The Honorable Rodney Alexander
The Honorable Richard Baker
The Honorable Charles Boustany
The Honorable William Jefferson
The Honorable Bobby Jindal
The Honorable Jim McCrery
The Honorable Charles Melancon



- CHARLIE CRIST
(GOVERNOR

Qctober 5, 2007

The Honorable Carlos Gutierrez
Secretary

U.S. Department of Commerce
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Secretary Gutierrez;

On behalf of the State of Florida, | offer my strong support of the trade promotion
agreements with Peru, Panama, Colombia, and South Korea. Your exhaustive efforts
advocating these agreements have been instrumental in building a strong coalition of
support for the U.S.’s free trade agenda.

As the “Gateway of the Americas”, Florida supports eliminating barriers to global
commerce, while promoting beneficial trade policies not only in our hemisphere, but
worldwide. Florida already has a substantiaf trade relationship with Peru, Panama, and
Colombia, with combined two-way trade valued at over $7 biliion in 2006. Trade
between Florida and these countries will undoubtedly grow after these agreements have
been implemented and will strengthen our economic and cultural ties. Florida’s business
community, ninety-seven percent of which are small and medium sized enterprises,
relies on trade promoting iegisiation to enter the global market place. Most importantly,
these agreements help level the playing field and create a beneficial, reciprocal
relationship with our partners in our hemisphere and beyond.

Given our shared goals of promoting global trade, | have instructed my ofiice to
coordinate with the U.S. Department of Commerce and U.S. Trade Representative in
supporting the passage of these agreements. | intend to work with Florida's
congressional delegation and our international partners in Florida to see that these
agreements become a reality.

Once again, thank you for your hard work and | look forward to working together
to accomplish these agreements.

Sincpxely,
*
[ ]
Charlie Crist
CC/kf
THE CAPITOL

TALLaHASSEE, FLORIDA 32399 » (8501 488-2272 » Fax 1RG50 977.4797



COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA
Office of the Governor
Timothy M. Kalne

Coreropr
September 26, 2007

.The churable Carlos M. Gutierrez _
Sccretary of Commerce

Mailstop 61 .

United States Department of Commerce
14™ and Constitution Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Secretary Gulierrez:

Thank you for your letter regarding Jegislation to impl:ment Free Trade Agrecme sty with
Peru, Panama, Columbia, and South Korca. Global commerce is vital 1o the economy of
Yirgipia, snd we stand in support of those means which further advance the economic pr sperity
of oiicCommonwealth,

Exports in 2006 from Virginia 10 Pery, Panared, arid Columbia totaled over $141 11illion,
and South Korean expotts were over $214 milliom. Export fipures arc on track to exceed hose
amounts in 2007. Beving responsible Froe-Trade Agreements in place will facilitate the case
with whlch Vargmw c-ompamcs are able 10 trade wlth lhese counmcs

As Congress begms conmdemhon of these lg,recmmts in the interest of advancing global
.rade, my, Adrpinistration will participate,in the di=ciierion so %0, that § Jorthcoming Free Trade
Agrezmenis may conhnue to enhance Vargmm s etxmomy

Sincerely,

Timothy M. K. -
'} M

P:mc\ Henry Bullding = 1111 Eusx Broad Sirest » Richmond, Virglaia 23219
- (804) 766-2211 » TTY {BOD} 828-1120

www govemner.virginia gov



State of Connectirut

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

STATE CAPITOL
HARTFORD, CONNEGTICUT 06106-1591

REPRESENTATIVE FELIPE REINOSO

ONE HUNDRED THIRTIETH ASSEMBLY DISTRICT DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER
LEGISLATIVE QFFICE BUILDING NIEMBER
ROOM 4114 EDUCATEON COMMNTTEE
HARTFORD, CT 08108-1581 FINANGE, REVENUE AND BONDING COMMITTEE
CAPITOL: {B60) 240.8585 LABOR AND PLIBLIC EMPLOYEES COMMITTEE
TOLLFREE: 1-800-842-1902 : LEGISLATIVE MANAGEMENT COMWTTEE
FAX: (860} 240-0206
E-MAIL: Folips Reinosc@oge ct.gov

September 19, 2007

Congressman Christopher Shays
1126 Longworth Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Shays:

I am writing this letter in support of the U.S.-Peru Trade Promotion Agreement (TPA),
pending consideration by the House Ways and Means Comnittee, which Congressman
Charles Rangel, Chairman of the committee, recently visited Peru to discuss.

Free Trade agreements have proven to be very successful for U.S. manufacturers,
workers and farmers. The U.S.-Peru TPA will assist United States compamnies through
tariff free access into Peru once this measure takes effect. Tt will provide new market
access for our consumer and industrial products, while improving the business climate in
Peru, as they enact the necessarv dorestic leyal and business reforms required to
implement the agreement.

it is for these reasons, and more that I encourage you to pass the implementing legislation
for the U.S.-Peru TPA.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of this important free trade agreement.

Representative Felipe Reinoso
Deputy Majority Leader
130" District

SERVING BRIDGEPORT



Chandier« Arizona

Ehoro ialues Mabe The Iifference

Hoyd W. Dunn
Mayar

Oifice of the Mayor
Telcphone

{#80) 782-2200

Fre

(480) 792.7233

£-mail
boyd.dunn@chandicra gov
Mailing Addreu

Mail Swop 613

PO Box {008

Chandler, Athone 55244-4008
Location

Suie 561

55 Nooth Arizona Place
Chandler, Arirons 83225

S L FIC ]

September 17, 2007

Ms. Nancy Pelosi
Speaker of the Houss
H-232, U.S. Capitol
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Speaker Pelosi:

As the Mayor of the City of Chandier, | am writing to request your
support of the free trade agreements with Peru, Colombia, Panama, and
Korea, '

Chandler's economy, Kke many other cities, is becoming
increasingly global. Many of the high-tech companies that have located
here also have operations in cther paris of the world. The continuing
effort to remave trade barmiers wih these countries will open up naw
markets for some of our key corporate citizens. Their success in the
global markelplace will certainly help assure the future sustainability of
our community. '

Although Chandier is no longer an agricultural community, farming
continues 10 be a major sector of the State's economy. The Peru,
Colombia, and Panama Free Trade Agresments will help bring new
opportunitles to Arizona's farmers and ranchers,

These trade agreements have the potential of ciealing significe i
economic benefits for Arizona and the rest of the United States. In
addition, these agreements give us another means of strengthering
freedom and democracy in other parts of the world, and in enhancing our
security throwgh improved geopoiltical rejationships,

| appreciate your consideration in the support of these measures,
Sincerely,

el D

Boyd W, Dunn
Mayor




FORT WORTH

ARLINGTON

September 14, 2007

The Honorable Max Baucus
511 Senate Hart Office Building
United States Senate
Washingten, DC 20510

Dear Chalrman Baucus:

As Mayors of the three largest cities in the North Texas metro area, we are jointly urging
your support of the free trade agreements (FTA) with Columbia, Peru, Panama and
Korea,

The North Texas economic engine is one of the strongest in the country. It is a $300
Billion economy with the 5™ largest gross product in the United States. We led the -
nation in job creation in the past few years, annually netting approximately 80,000 new
jobs, Four of the country's top ten growth economies are here in Texas, and North
Texas is the highest in total growth. And that growth is expected to continue through the
end of this decada.

Our region i$ home to many multi-national firms and has become a major trade hub for
the country. Removing barriers to commercial trade between our nation and other free
economies will open vital new markets for companies here and boost the flow of goods
and services through North Texas.

Free trade agreements provide new and significant economic opporiunities with our
wwigigh trade parthers, which in turn strengthens our position iin the world economy. It

also encourages responsible labor, social and environmental policies with those
partners as well,

We again urge passage of these free trade agreements. Thank you for your
consideration.

% | /4,2@

Tom Leppert Mike Moncrief Robert Cluck
Mayor of Dailas Mayor of Ft. Worth : Mayor of Arlington



SENATOR DON BALFOUR COMMITTEES:

District 9
453 Slak: Capile!
Attarte. Georgia 30334
(404) 656-0095

Craimnan, Aules Commites
Appropralions
Edircytion and Youm
Hagpith ant Human Serdces

Fax {404) 6565581
Email: ss%0alfouri@eol.com

The State Senate
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

September 11, 2007

The Honorable Saxby Chambliss
416 Russell SOB
Washington, DC 20510-1005

Dear Senator Ch@bﬁs,

[ am writing in support of the free trade agreements with Peru, Columbia, Panama and
Korea. ‘

Georgia depends on world markets and these agreements will help to open vital new
markets and remove barriers to goods and services exports between Georgia and these
countries. Manufacturing, mining, construction and apricultural products are a few of the
exports that now go to world wide eountries. The free trade agreements that are before
Congress wil] help to ereate an economic boom for businesses and provide jobs and a
better quality of life for all Georgians.

1 urge you to support the free trade agreements with Peru, Columbia, Panama and Korez.

B

Don Balfour
State Senator



1 The City
OKLAHOMA CITY

MAYOR MICK CORNETT

September 11, 2007

The Honorable James Inhofe

1.8, Senate

453 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-3603

Dear Senator Inhofe:

As proof of my consistent support for creating more jobs in Oklahoma
City, ] am writing in support of the Free Trade Agreements with Korea, Peru,
Colombia, and Panama. Asthe Mayor of Oklahoma’s capital city, I appreciate the
value of opening up vital new markets and advancing local opportunities for
international commerce. These Free Trade Agreements will mean more
economic activity and more jobs for Oklahoma.

As an example, in 2006, Oklahoma exported $13.5 million in goods to
Pern and $36 million in goods to Colombia, These numbers will only grow once
the Free Trade Agreements are in force.

Oklahoma City has truly become a world-class city, and Oklahoma is doing
business internationally like never before. Given the potential for new and
substantial economie opportunities, bilateral Free Trade Agreements with our
foreign partners are the next logical step to sirengthening our local economies.

For these reasons, 1 urge you to support the Free Trade Agreements with Korea,
Peru, Colombia and Panama.,

‘Thank you for your consideration ot this issue, and thank you for al* you
are doing for Oklahoma.

Sincerely,

Mick Cornett
Mayor

200 North Walker « Oklahoma City, OK. 73102 » 405/207-2424 « FAX 405/297-3752



ity of Miami, Florida

gt op
§ A3S00 PAN AMERICAN DRIVE
: HMIAMI, FLORIDA 23132
MaNueEt A, Diaz "'"’:_ii.""" (305} 25G-5300
MAYOR "ca,ﬂp FAX (30%) 854 400!
September 11, 2007

The Honorable Gus Bilirakis

{J.S. House of Representatives

1630 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Bilirakis:

I am writing urging your support of the free trade agreements (FTA) with Peru,
Colombia, and Panama.

Supporting these agreecments will remove barriers to goods and services
exchanged between our countries, and will allow for the better movement of technology,
innovation, and resources. It is of further benefit in that it allows citizens of the countries
to more easily purchase American goods, while at the same time allowing our citizens to
benefit from the goods and resources of these countries. '

Qur city has become the natural business capital for Latin America through its
over 60% foreign born population and over 150 languages spoken daily. It is through
frec trade and openness to foreign markets that we have expanded our economy, created
new jobs, and provided the opportunity for advancement to our residents. Ratification of
these FTAs will provide a market of over 75 million consumers znd £575 million,
allowing us to expaad our nearly $13 billion commercial investment in this area, a clear
benefit to this city and our state as well.

I once again urge you to support passage of these FTAs and I thank you in
advance for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Ww/d@g/



September 7, 2007

The Honorable Nancy P, Pelosi

Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives
235 Cannon HOB

Washington D.C., 20515

Dear Speaker Pelosi,

I am writing this letter in support of the U.S.~Panama Trade Promotion Agreement
(TPA). The United States and Panama signed the U.S.-Panama TPA on December 19,

2006. Both countries need to pass implementing legislation before the U.S.-Panama TPA
can enter into force.

Free trade agreements have proven to be very successful for U.S. manufacturers, workers
and farmers. Panama’s predominately service-based economy is a growing market for
U8, preoducts and services, and the $5.25 billion expansion plan for the Panama Canal
offers many new economic opportunities for U.S. providers of goeds and services.

The U.S.-Panama TPA will level the playing field for U.S. companies who will enjoy
tariff free access into Panama once the agreement takes full effect. It will provide new
market access for our consumer and industrial products whils improving the business
ciimmate in Panama as the couniry eaacts the necessary domestic legal and business
reforms required to implement the agreement.

It is for these reasons and more that [ encourage you to pass the implementing legislation

for the U,S.-Panama TPA. Thank you for your consideration of this important free trade
agreement,

Sincerely,
Joseph E. Miro
State Representative

22" District

JEM/jd
1271440041



JERRY SANDERS
MAYOR

September 5, 2007

The Honorable Max Baucus
Chairman

Senate Committee on Finance

219 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washingica, D.C. 26510-6200

Dear Chairman Baucus:

1 write in support of the free trade agreements with Panama, Columbia, Peru and
South Korea as currently proposed by the United States Trade Representative.

The proposed agreements provide significant benefits to the U.S. economy, inciuding
major industry and consumers located here in San Diego. These agreements provide
improved access to large and growing markets in both Latin America and in South Korea
by removing tariffs on U.S, exports and creating a “level playing field” including
enforceable protections for U.S. investors and powerful and expedited dispute settlement
mechanisms.

Additionally, San Diego is home to an active and growing maritime port which hosts one
of the few on-dock cold storage facilities on the U.S. west coast and is the first port of
entry on the west coast for reefer ships arriving from Latin America. This, combined
with the chance for increased importing and exporting opportunities with South Kores,
will benefit the San Diego region and its citizens should the trade agreements be adopied,

It is for these reasons that I urge your support of the proposed FTA with Panama,
Columbia, Peru and South Korea.

Sincerely,
Jmé_ﬁams
IS/be

ce:  Bill Beherns, Special Assistant to the President Office of Intergovernmental
Affairs

CITY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING . Z0Z G STREET, SAN DIEGO, CSALIFORNIA §2701  {B19} 236-6330

4 Bovtacd on meyTied paner



Brad Cole, Mayor
200 South Hlinois Avenue

Catbond Post Office Box 2047
. ondale, Dlinoi K

Carbondale A
it LINDIS ' ‘ Fox 618-351-5766

beole@cicarbondale.il.us

August 29, 2007

The Honorable Richard J. Durbin
United States Senate

309 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-1304
Fax: 202-228-0400

Dear Senator Durbin:

I write to urge your support for the free trade agreements that involve Peru,
Colombia, Panama and South Korea,

While there is often much discussion about the benefits of free trade, and perhaps
specifically with these nations, it is obvious that fiee trade agreements allow for
technology, various goods and agricultural products, ideas and other resources to

be bought, sold or otherwise exchanged in 2 manner that is positive towerd the
United States.

These agreements deserve your support, to help open markets and advance open
relationships around the world. Your consideration ig appreciated.

Y

frs very inly,

MAYOR BRAD COLE

The Capital of Southern lllinois”



CITY OF ANAHEIM
MAYOR CURT PRINGLE

August 24, 2007

The Honorable Max Bauacus
Chatrman

Senate Committee on Finance

219 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-6200

Dear Chairman Bauvcus:

I am writing in support of the free trade agreements (FTA) with Peru, Colombia, Panama
and Korea. As the Mayor of Anaheim, California’s tenth largest city, I fully appreciate
the value these agresments will have in opening vital new markets and advancing local
opportunities for international commerce.

For the past half century, increased market access achieved through trade agreements has
played a major role in our nation's success as the world's leading exporter. Similar
agrecments with Peru, Columbia, Panama and Korea will continue this trend by removing
barriers 10 goods and services exports, establishing secure and predictable fegal
frameworks and providing protections for investment and intellectual property.

As one of the premier California resort destinations, the City of Anaheim is known
worldwide as a center for entertainment, tourism and convention activities. Additionally,
Anaheim is also recognized as a world-class business center and the regional hub for
economic activity in Orange County. Maintaining and expanding commercial ties with
emerging ecenormies in hoth South America and Asia will ondoubtedly compliment ovr
commitment to increasing business growth and international commerce within our city
and the Orange County region.

Given the potential for new and substantial economic opportunities, bilateral trade
agreements with our foreign partners is the next logical step to strengthening our national
and local economies. For these reasons, I urge you to suppoit the free trade agreements
with Peru, Colombia, Panama and Korea.

Curt Pringle
Mayor

200 South Anaheim Boulevard, Anaheim, Califomia 92305
(714) 765-5247 = FAX (714) 765-5164 « www.anaheim.net
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The Honorable Mix Baucus
Chaisrnan

Senem Committea on Finance
218 Dirksen Senste Office Bullding
Waghington, D.C. 20510-8200

Dear Chairman Baucus: ' .

Ae Mayor and on behalf of ths City of Chicago, | Urge you o support the free tada

agreemeonts (FTA) with Peru, Colombia, Panama snd Xorea,

Supparting these sgreements will ramove barflers ta goods and services axchanged
betwean our epuntries and allow for the better movement of tachnclogy, innovation and
resources. These trade agreements maks |t sasler for Peru, Colombla, Panama and Kores
o purchase American goods, and it will help Americs benefit from the rasources in sach
of those countrias.

* Chicago s » globa) city with a population of residents from Peru, Kores, Colombta
and Panama that exceads 50,000, Many of them came 10 our city for & better iifa, and
the opportunity to sucoeed in & fair and open market should be refloctsd in the policies
we have with these countries. Working with countrias around the world in the santaxe ~F
free trade fosters goog reiationsh i3, supports laber rights and proimates environmentally
rasponsibla pallcies. : '

Thank you in advance for your considaration.

Si% P




ANTONIO R. VILLARAIGOSA
MaAaYoORr

June 20, 2007

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi

Speaker of the House 7

United States House of Kepresentalives
235 Canon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20616

Dear Madam Speaker:

| want to express my support for the recently completed U.S, — Korea Free Trade
Agreement. As you know, this agreement was concluded on April 1 and has been
transmitted to' Congress for consideration.

The U.S. - Korea Free Trade Agreement (FTA) represents a valuable opportunity for
the California economy. As Mayor of Los Angeles, | have long undersiocd how
interconnecled we are to the world and the global economy. Perhaps no where is this
better seen than through our relationship with South Korea. South Korea is the Los
Angeles Custom District's third largest trading partner, with close to $18 billion in two-
way trade in 2005. In addition, Los Angeles and Southern California have the largest
papulation of Koreans outside of Korea. Los Angeles has seen the importance of this
economic relationship as there has been a surge of investment from South Korean
busine=s«s wiho want to diversify their investmentis in the U.S, and lock ic cur reglon as
a prime location for those Investments. | saw this firsthand during my Asia trade ‘
mission in October, where | announced the aftraction of approximately $300 million in
Foreign Direct Investment from Korea. Investments such as these will create new jobs
and ecaonomic opportunities,

This agreement will alsc provide benefits to California industries including agriculture,
high tech, and logistics. As American's largest agricultural exporting state, California
agricultural producers will have greater access to South Korea's $11 billion agriculture
market. Under this FTA, almost two-thirds of U.S, agricultural exports, or a value of
$1.9 billion, will be immediately duty-free,

208 NORTH SPRING STHREET * LOS ANGELES, TALIFORNIA 90012
G PHONE: (213) 97B-0600 « Fax: {(213) 978-0750Q & .
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California wine producers will benefit from this agreement as South Korea will
immediately eliminate all tariffs on wine,

The high tech and digital arts industry will also benefit as it provides for duty-free
treatment of digital products, such as software. It also decreases the Korean TV
content quota for film and animation, Finally, it protects the creative work of our
entertainment industry by offering high intellectual property protection for music, videos,
and software,

Finally, | want to point out that increased trade will create more jobs in the fast-growing
logistics industry. As you know, the Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach handie 43%
of the carge containers shipped to the U.S. This economic positioning has translated
into approximately 500,000 jobs in Los Angeles County and is projected to triple within
the next 20 years. As the window to the East, Los Angeles and California are uniquely
positioned to be the logistics gateway for American goods from the Midwest, South, and
East Coast.

in addition, | am encouraged by the recent agreement between the Democratic
ieadership and the White House that will guide future trade policy. Without a doubt, it is
important to incorporate fundamental labor and environmental standards for all trade
agreements. Not ohiy Is this good and sound policy, but this is also good business.

| often note that | see Los Angeles as the “Venice of the Twenty-First Century”, the
preeminent global capital bridging the Asian investors of the East with the emerging
markets to the Scuth. Itis by developing this globat synergy and embracing our
interconnectedness that will ensure that Los Angeles and California confinue to be
competitive arcund the world,

Thank you for your cansideration of this issue.

Ve

ARV jsidg

ce: The Honorable Howard “Buck” McKeon, Congressman, 26" District, California
The Honerable Brad Sherman, Congressman, 27" District, California
The Honorable Howard Berman, Congressman, 28" District, California
The Honorable Xavier Becerra, Congressman, 31 District, California
The Honorable Adam Schiff, Congressman, 20" District, California
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The Honorable Henry Waxman, Congressman, 30" District, California

The Honorable Hilda Solis, Congresswoman, 32™ District, California

The Honorable Diane Watson, Congresswoman, 33™ District, California

The Honorable Lucille Roybal-Allard, Congresswoman, 34™ District, California
The Honorable Maxine Waters, Congresswoman, 35" District, Californla

The Honorable Jane Harmon, Congresswoman, 36" District, California

The Honorable Linda Sanchez, Congresswoman, 39™ District, California

The Honorable Dana Rohrabacher, Congressman, 48" District, California



Open Letter From Former Senior Officials In Democratic
Administrations and Democratic Members Of Congress

Supporting The United States-Colombia
Free Trade Agreement

We, the undersigned, who have served in senior positions in the U.S. government, strongly urge
Congress to take up and approve the U.S.-Colombia Free Trade Agreement this year. We believe this
Agreement is in both our vital national security and economic interests. We feel that the treaty should
be considered as soon as possible and that any obstacles be quickly and amicably resolved.

There 1s an overwhelming national security imperative to approving the Colombia FTA. Thereis a
growing animus in some parts of the hemisphere toward the U.S., but Colombia has long been a
traditional friend, and Colombian President Uribe has been a strong and faithful ally of the United
States. To turn our back on the Colombia FTA would be a severe blow to that relationship and would
send a very negative message to our friends in a volatile region. It is no coincidence that the leaders
of Mexico, Chile, Canada, Guatemala, Costa Rica, and Peru among others, have strongly supported
this treaty in the name of hemispheric solidarity. Failure to act would strengthen those in the region
who would argue that we leave our friends isolated and that the U.S. is disinterested in the
hemisphere. Since U.S. assistance for Plan Colombia was approved in the Clinton Administration,
more than $5 billion has been provided with bipartisan support that has helped Colombia to
strengthen democracy, counter narco-traffickers, and greatly reduce levels of violence. The Colombia
FTA must be seen as part of this commitment.

As recent events in the Andean region show, Colombia is fighting a brutal narco-terrorist insurgency
by groups such as the FARC, which still holds some 750 kidnap victims, including three U.S. civilian
contractors. In a rough neighborhood, Colombia promotes a model of open market democracy that
supports fundamental U.S. national interests, but which some in Latin America openly scorn. With
U.S. assistance, there has been a dramatic improvement in Colombia’s security, with homicides down
40 percent, kidnapping by 83 percent, and terrorist attacks down by 76 percent, since 2002. The
government of Colombia has regained control of many areas previously held by illegal armed groups,
but much more needs to be done.

In addition, President Unbe has shown great personal courage in placing his government at the front
lines of the war against narco-traffickers, who directly threaten the lives of American citizens here at
home. Under his leadership, and with substantial assistance from the United States, Colombia has
reduced cocaine production, cut opium poppy production by almost three-quarters, and nearly tripled
the seizures of cocaine base destined for the 1.S. between 2000 and 2005, Overall, there has been
improvement in the Colombian government’s efforts at interdiction, fighting precursors, and reducing
the overall effect of drugs on the economy. Each year, approximately 400 metric tons is eradicated or
interdicted by U.S.-Colombia efforts. In a testament to its close bilateral partnership with the United
States, Colombia has dramatically increased their extradition of criminals to our country, from less
than 100 when President Uribe took office in 2002 to well over 600 now.

We abhor and condemn in the strongest terms the violence against trade unionists, and all human
rights abuses that have occurred in Colombia. Some acts of violence against trade unionists are



committed by illegal armed groups like FARC. However, while the situation in Colombia is far from
perfect, there has been substantial progress on all fronts since President Uribe took office. For
example, the number of homicides of trade unionists in Colombia continues to be far lower than the
overall homicide rate for the general population. These improvements coincided with a notable
downturn in attacks by paramilitaries and the FARC beginning in 2002, underscoring the linkable
between levels of violence and human rights abuses in Colombia and the activities of illegal armed
groups.

The government of Colombia has created a program that provides special security protection to some
9400 individuals, including 1900 trade unionists. In October 2006, the Prosecutor General’s Office
created a special labor unit to address priority cases of violence against trade unionists. Another key
government initiative is to improve the administration of justice in Colombia to deliver better legal
services and address a large backlog of crimes that were never brought to trial. In a separate
initiative, President Uribe has led an effort to investigate and prosecute any and all government
officials with paramilitary ties.

Defeating the FTA would hardly promote cooperation needed to advance the human rights and anti-
violence campaign.

From an economic perspective, this is a “win-win” situation. Our market is already substantially open
to Colombia’s products, with over 90 percent of Colombian exports entering the United States duty
free, while U.S. exports to Colombia face significant barriers, with tariffs up to 35 percent for
industrial and consumer goods and much higher tariffs for agricultural products. In 2007, Colombia
exported $9.4 billion to the United States, virtually all of it duty-free as a result of the U.S. trade
preference programs, while U.S. exporters shipped $8.6 billion to Colombia under the handicap of
significant Colombian tariffs, which would be removed over time by the FTA. Today Colombia has
double-digit tariffs on paper and paper products, transportation equipment, building products and
consumer goods. U.S. agricultural exports of over $1 billion all face a duty there (for example, 15
percent Colombia tariffs on U.S. apples and oranges), while 99.9 percent of Colombia’s agricultural
exports to the United States were duty-free. The FTA will immediately eliminate tariffs on more than
80 percent of American exports of industrial and consumer goods, and over time, 100 percent,
including information technology products, agricultural products, construction equipment, medical
equipment, and electrical power generation equipment. This agreement will help our balance of trade.

We see the FTA as an important tool to support Colombia’s social and economic development.
Already, increased trade has helped Colombia’s economy grow with GDP increasing from 1.7 percent
in 2002 to 7 percent in 2007, and with poverty being reduced almost 20 percent since 2002. U.S.
exports to the 14 nations with whom the United States has an FTA have grown some 40 percent faster
than U.S. exports to the rest of the world. There is every reason to believe this will happen with
Colombia.

We also hope that Congress will favorably consider reauthorizing and strengthening the Trade
Adjustment Assistance program to help workers transition to new jobs.

With the sustained help of the United States and the strong leadership of President Uribe, Colombia
has, in the words of a recent report, moved “back from the brink™ of being a failed state to being an
example of positive transformation in the world. Supporting this agreement will ensure our active
role in maintaining stability and security in our hemisphere. Colombia has carned the support and



friendship of the United States. To delay passing the U.S.-Colombia FTA this year would send a
negative signal to one of our closest allies in Latin America, and would be seized upon by our
country’s opponents as a sign of U.S. inconstancy at a critical time,

Bernard Aronson, former Assistant Secretary of State for Inter-American Affairs

Ambassador Harriet Babbitt, former Permanent Representative to the Organization of American
States

The Honorable James Bacchus, former Congressman (Florida) and former chairman, Appellate
Body of the World Trade Organization

The Honorable Michael D. Bames, former Congressman (Maryland) and former chairman,
Western Hemisphere Subcommittee, House Foreign Affairs Committee

Rand Beers, former Assistant Secretary of State
The Honorable David Boren, former Senator (Oklahoma) and former Governor (Oklahoma)

The Honorable John Breaux, former Congressman and Senator (Louisiana) and former Senate
Majority Whip

The Honorable William S. Cohen, former Congressman and Senator (Maine) and former
Secretary of Defense

W. Bowman Cutter, former Assistant to the President for Economic Policy
William Daley, former Secretary of Commerce

John Deutch, former Deputy Secretary of Defense and former Director of Central
Intelligence 1995-96

The Honorable Calvin M. “Cal” Dooley, former Congressman (California)

Ambassador Stuart E. Eizenstat, former Chief Domestic Policy Adviser to President Carter and
former Deputy Secretary of the Treasury during the Clinton Administration

Ambassador Richard N. Gardner, former Ambassador to Italy and Spain

The Honorable Sam M. Gibbons, former Congressman (Florida) and former chairman, House Ways
and Means Committee

The Honorable Dan Glickman, former Congressman (Kansas) and former Secretary of Agriculture
The Honorable Bob Graham, former Governor (Florida) and former Senator (Florida)

Ambassador Marc Grossman, former Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs



The Honorable Lee Hamilton, former Congressman (Indiana) and former chairman, House
Committee on Foreign Affairs

John Hamre, former Deputy Secretary of Defense

The Honorable James R. Jones, former Congressman (Oklahoma) and former chairman, House
Budget Committee, and former Ambassador to Mexico

The Honorable Bob Kerrey, former Governor (Nebraska) and former Senator (Nebraska)
General Barry R. McCaffrey, former Director of the White House Office of National Drug
Control Policy and former Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Armed Forces Southern

Command

Thomas F. “Mack” McLarty, former White House Chief of Staff and former Special
Envoy for the Americas

Robert A. Pastor, former Director of Latin American and Caribbean Affairs, National Security
Council

Ambassador Thomas R. Pickering, former Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs and

former Ambassador (United Nations, El Salvador, India, Israel, Jordan, Nigeria,

and Russia)
Ambassador Peter Romero, former Ambassador (Ecuador) and former Assistant Secretary of State
The Honorable Patricia Schroeder, former Congresswoman (Colorado)

The Honorable Donna Shalala, former Secretary of Health and Human Services

Ira Shapiro, former General Counsel and Ambassador, Office of the U.S. Trade
Representative

The Honorable Steve Solarz, former Congressman (New York)

Maurice Sonnenberg, former member President’s Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board,
and former Vice Chair, National Commission on Terrorism

Ambassador Alexander F. Watson, former Ambassador (Peru), former Deputy Permanent U.S.
Representative to the United Nations, and former Assistant Secretary of State for the Western

Hemisphere

Frank G. Wisner, former Ambassador (Zambia, Egypt, Philippines, india) and former Under
Secretary of Defense for Policy

R. James Woolsey, former Director of Central Intelligence 1993-95



(Enngrzza of the United States
Washington, BC 20515

February 14, 2008

The Honorable Charles Rangel The Honorable Jim McCrery

Chairman ‘ Ranking Member

House Committee on Ways and Means House Committee on Ways and Means
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives

-1102 Longworth House Office Building 1139-E Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Sander Levin The Honorable Wally Herger

Chairman, Sub-Committee on Trade Ranking Member, Sub-Committee on Trade
House Committee on Ways and Means House Committee on Ways and Means
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives

-1236 Longworth House Office Building 2268 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Rangel, Ranking Member McCrery, Chairman Levin, and Rankmg
: Member Herger:

- Thank you for your leadership over the past year in forging a new bipartisan eonsensus
on U.8. trade policy. We were pleased to see this breakthrough result in Congressional
- approval of the U.S.-Peru Trade Promotion Agreement last year. We believe this
consensus represents a positive step forward that can pave the way for consideration of
the pending U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement.

~ While thoughtful people disagree about whether Congress should approve the Colombia
agreement, we believe these disagreements may best be acknowledged and addressed by
the Committee on Ways and Means holding a public hearing on the agreement.
Specifically, a number of stakeholders have raised concerns about the level of labor
violence in Colombia.

A full public hearing that focuses the attention of the Committee on the question of the
level of labor violence in Colombia; the potential impact of the trade agreement on the
obligation and ability of the Colombian Government to address the issue of labor
violence; the broader impact of the agreement on businesses and workers in both the
United States and Colombia; and the impact of the agreement on our long-term security
interests would demonstrate the importance of these issues to the Committee.

Such a hearing would allow for a full airing of the concerns of labor leaders in both the
United States and Colombia and provide a venue for the Committee to signal its
commitment to addressing these concerns. A hearing would further the spirit of
bipartisanship established by the May 10" agreement in moving forward on a positive
trade agenda that benefits workers and businesses in both countries.
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To address these important questions, to consider the concerns of our colleagues, and to
hear the benefits others believe the agreement can offer, we urge you to begin the process
of considering the U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement by scheduling a hearing
on the agreement as soon as possible.

Thank you again for your leadership, and we look forward to Working with you in the

upcoming year.

Y WELLER

Sincerely,

PATRICK TIBERI




Letter from Former Secretaries of Commerce
To Members of the U.S. House of Representatives and the U.S. Senate

December 4, 2007

To Members of Congress:

The 110th Congress has an opportunity to demonstrate bipartisan leadership
on the future of America's economic policy by approving Free Trade
Agreements (FTASs) befween the United States and Peru, Panama, Colombia
and Korea, The United States needs the advantage these agreements provide
to continue to expand economic growth at home and abroad. Furthermore, for
the first time, leaders from both parties have agreed that the trade policy
framework will strengthen labor and environmental protections in these
countries,

Bilateral free trade agreements have proved to be one of the best ways to open
up foreign markets to U.S. exporters. Last year, trade with countries with which
the United States has FTAs was significantly greater than their relative share of
the global economy. Although comprising only about 7 percent of global GDP
(not including the United States), the 14 FTA countries accounted for over 42

percent of U.8, exports. Clearly, the four new FTAs would aliow room for more
growth.

American exports have been growing at 11 percent in 2007, a rate that is two

- and half times as fast as the 4.4 percent increase in U.S. imports. With this
ongoing surge in exports, the U.S. trade deficit has fallen by 7.7 percent so far
this year, compared to the same period in 2006. Highlighting the importance of
exports, other recently released data on the economy showed that export
expansion has accounted for 40 percent of U.S. economic growth over the last
year. The Department of Commerce estimates that 5.69 million American jobs
were supported by the export of manufactured goods and millions more jobs by
service industries’ exporis.

Good trade agreements remove barriers, expand trade and help support
incomes and better paying jobs in America, Consumers, workers, companies,
farmers and ranchers benefit from agreements to further open global markets to
U.S. exports. The overwheiming majority of exports from Peru, Colombia,
Panama and Korea already enter the United States duty free while U.S, exports
to these countries face significant tariffs. American producers deserve the
same equal treatment. These FTAs will level the playing field and open new
export opportunities for American business and agriculture.



We need to continue our record of exporting success and resultant economic
growth with the passage of these four Free Trade Agreements.

Sincerely,

onald-L, ~ - Norman Y.
2001 —2006 2000 - 200

@MM
Barbara H. Franklin —
1992 - 1993

! ___ w
Robert A. Mosbacher F

rederick’ B. Dent
1989 — 1992 . 19731975
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Peter G. Peterson
1972 - 1973
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CC: The Honorable George W. Bush, President of the United States
The Honarable Carlos Gutierrez, U.S. Secretary of Commerce
The Honorable Susan Schawb, U.S. Trade Representative
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Congress of the United States
#ouse of Kepresentatives

November 8, 2007

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi The Honorable Steny Hoyer
Speaker Majority Leader

U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
H-232 The Capitol H-107 The Capitol

Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Charles Rangel The Honorable Sander Levin
Chairman ' Chairman, Subcommittee on Trade
Committee on Ways & Means Committee on Ways & Means
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
1102 Longworth House Office Building 1102 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Colleagues:

We are writing to you today regarding the recently concluded U.S.-Korea Free Trade
Agreement (FTA). Specifically, we are interested in addressing this issue within a

geopolitical context that underscores the importance of your careful consideration of the
Agreement.

The United States and the Republic of Korea have shared political and economic
relations for 125 years, dating back to the 1882 Treaty of Peace, Amity, Commerce and

Navigation. This relationship became uniquely strengthened during the Korean War and has
continued to build since then.

The Republic of Korea is a vital ally in Northeast Asia. Its key participation in the
Six-Party Talks regarding North Korea’s nuclear ambitions is central to the success of

stemming the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, not only in that region but
throughout the world.

South Korea also acts as a balance to the emerging economic and political dominance
of China in East Asia and the Pacific.

These political and diplomatic matters do not exist in a vacuum. They aré tied

integrally to continuing economic growth and strong trade relationships across national
boundaries,

The Republic of Korea is already the seventh-largest trading partner of the United
States, the fifth largest market for U.S. agricultural products as well as the eleventh-largest
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economy m the world. Reducing barriers to further trade will benefit South Korea and the
United States economically, to be sure, but will also enhance the political and strategic
alliance our two countries enjoy and remain firmly committed to. By promoting a more
balanced trade and economic exchange - including more visits to the United States by South
Korean business executives, workers, tourists and students (and vice versa) — we will surely

make the U.S.-Korea geopolitical relationship even more resilient, comprehensive and solid
than it already is.

As Congress embarks on its debate about the U.8.-Korea Free Trade Agreement, we
remain mindful of the very real domestic concerns surrounding the FTA, but also wish to

have the important geopolitical aspects of the situation be given full consideration alongside
the fundamental economic issues.

We appreciate the time and attention you have given to this important matter.

Sincerely,
DIANE WATSON ' EDOLPHUS TOWNS
Member of Congress Member of Congress

‘/Mv?;@&&; e zf’n?édﬂ(mn«:.@p-
ALBIO S ENI FALEOMAVAEGA
Member of Congress Membczf Cox?s

MADELEINE PORDALLO ADAM SMITH
Member of Congress Member of Congress

e DAVID
Member of Congress . Member of Congress

TEMES MORAN G.JX BUTTERFIEL
Meyhber of Congress Maiber of Congress




An Open Letter to Congressional Democrats
on Hemispheric Trade Expansion

Latin America is up for grabs. As Democrats, we are deeply concerned.

Not since the end of the Cold War has US influence in the region been so tenuous or our
interests so clearly at stake. The Summit of the Americas agenda, agreed by consensus at
the instigation of President Clinton and Vice President Gore, has frayed. Anti-US
populism is loud and getting louder. Venezuela’s leader, emboldened by high energy
prices, is aggressively promoting an alternative vision for Latin America and the
Caribbean. Divisions among our neighbors are deepening with serious implications for
the United States. Even Castro may be back in the game.

Within this new reality, the United States Congress faces a decision of historic
consequence: whether, by standing with those in Latin America who have stood with us,
to build the economy and create jobs by opening markets. Along with comprehensive
immigration reform, increased development assistance, and renewed support for Plan
Colombia, there 1s nothing more important for US national and economic security
interests in the region than passing trade agreements with nations whose leaders have
made politically-courageous efforts to link their economies to ours.

The decision should not be in doubt. Now that a deal has been struck by Democratic
leaders in Congress and the Administration on a bipartisan trade policy framework, it is
time to get behind pending agreements with Colombia, Panama, and Peru. It would be
the height of irony were we to talk of “losing” Latin America while refusing to take
actions that would directly support fundamental relationships and interests in the region.

That is not to say everything is perfect in the countries in question, Far from it. Both
proponents and opponents of the Colombia agreement have noted the high levels of
violence there, as well as recent corruption and wiretapping scandals. But the level of
violence in Colorubia—ithough still too high—lws steadily and signiticantly deciine:
under President Uribe. Rather than hiding the scandals or minimizing them, Colombia is
taking steps to root them out and cleanse the political system, even while recognizing that
more must be done, including bringing to justice those who have committed crimes
against unionists.

These are serious matters, and Democrats are right to bring them up and insist on
progress. But walking away from the Colombia trade agreement or postponing it until
conditions are perfect would send an unambiguous signal to our friends and opponents
alike that the United States is an unreliable partner without a vision for cooperation in our
hemisphere. Colombia would certainly re-evaluate its relationship with the United

States, a process that is already underway. And the same is true with Panama, Peru, and
others such as Uruguay and Brazil who are making courageous political decisions to
enhance relations with the United States despite strong domestic and external political
pressure.



As Democrats, we fully recognize that asking the US Congress to vote on these trade
agreements is politically charged. Nonetheless, rejecting these agreements would set
back regional US interests for a generation. What interests are at stake? In the first
instance, US economic opportunity. Because the fact is that the United States is already
virtually open to products from Colombia, Panama, and Peru through unilateral trade
preference programs, buf those economies do not give reciprocal benefits to the United
States. Far from being “job killing,” these trade agreements would open markets wider to
US goods and services and therefore support jobs in the United States.

Second, for the past 15 years, the United States on a bipartisan basis has supported
economic growth in the Andean region in opposition to drug traffickers and guerrilla
movements. In the hemispheric fight against illegal narcotics, trade agreements with
Colombia and Peru would lock in trade relations for the long-term, drawing the kind of
direct foreign investment that all nations need to develop, while also opening new
markets. US exporis would increase, economic opportunities would be created,
cooperation against illegal narcotics would be maintained, ultimately supporting
democratic governance in a troubled region.

Third, US regional influence is at risk. Peru’s President Garcia has stood up to
Venezuela’s Chavez at a time when virtually all other regional leaders have kept mum.
He would be unlikely to do so again were Peru’s trade agreement to go down.

As for Panama, President Torrijos has publicly welcomed US participation in the
expansion of the strategically significant canal, and a trade agreement with Panama
would surely improve the competitiveness of US companies bidding on the massive canal
expansion project. It would also, importantly, lock in a mutually rewarding relationship
even as former Panamanian dictator Manuel Noriega is sct to be released from his Florida
jail cell where he has served time for drug trafficking,

From the Good Neighbor Policy, to the Alliance for Progress, to a focus on human rights
and the Summit of the Americas, Democratic leadership has been pivotal to the
promsotion of US interests in the Westerr Hemisphere. Ths time for leadership is again at
hand. We must not walk away now,

Former Members of the Congress and Senate

James Bacchus, Michael Barnes, Don Bonker, Tony Coelho, Cal Dooley, Sam Gibbons,
Bob Graham, Bill Hughes, Bennett Johnston, Harry Johnston, Jim Jones, Buddy
MacKay, Sam Nunn, Leon Paneita

Former Cabinet Officials, Ambassadors, and Foreign and Trade Policy Advisors
Anne Alonzo, Bruce Babbitt, Harriet Babbitr, Rand Beers, Sandy Berger, Henry
Cisneros, Nelson Cunningham, Stuart Eizenstat, Eric Farnsworth, Richard F. einberg,
Gordon Giffin, Marc Ginsberg, Dan Glickman, Ed Gresser, Anthony Harrington, Chuck
Manatt, David Marchick, Will Marshall, Mack McLarty, Robert Pasior, Peter Romero,
David Rothkopf, Chris Sabatini, Ronald Scheman, Donna Shalala, Ira Shapiro, Maurice
Sonnenberg, Alexander Watson, Jonathan Winer



Open Letter to Congress
from Former Commanders of the U.S. Southern Command

Supporting the U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement

We are writing to urge your support for the U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement. This vital agreement will
advance U.S. interests in Colombia, a strategically located country that is arguably our closest ally in Latin America.
It will also underscore our deep commitment to stability and growth in the strategically important Andean region,
which depends on Colombia’s continued progress as a resilient and democratic society.

Colombia’s transformation over the past decade is a triumph of brave and principled Colombians. It is also a remark-
able achievement of bipartisan U.S. foreign policy. Violence has fallen to its lowest level in a generation, and 45,000
fighters have been demobilized as the country’s narco-guerrilla groups have lost legitimacy. While drug-trafficking
poses a continuing threat, Colombia’s leaders have eliminated two-thirds of its opium production, and more than
500 craffickers have been extradited during the Uribe administration — by far the most extraditions from any coun-
try to the United States.

Colombia’s economic resurgence has been a critical factor in its recent progress. Robust investment has boosted
economic growth and development. The creation of new jobs has provided tens of thousands of Colombians with
long-term alternatives to narcotics trafficking or illegal emigration.

The U.5.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement will build upon these recent advances to enhance the long-term
prospects for peace, stability, and development in Colombia. Providing new incentives for investment and job cre-
ation, this landmark accord will help ensure that Colombia stays on the path of economic openness, the rule of law,
and transparency.

It is in our national interest to help Colombia progress along the road toward democratic consolidation and economic
development. This trade agreement will advance U.S. security and economic interests by forging a deeper partner-
ship. Finally, approving this agreement will meet our duty to stand shoulder-to-shoulder with Colombians as they
have stood by the United States as friends and allies. For all of these reasons, we strongly urge Congress to approve
the U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement.

Sincerely,

] =

nheral Janges T. Hill General Barry McCaffrey

ommanderfin Chief, Commander in Chief,
United States Southern Command 2002-2004 United States Southern Command 19941996

e,

General Peter Pace
Commander in Chief,
United States Scuthern Command 2000-2001

Llostzs & PP uchetrrt
General Charles E. Wilhelm
Commander in Chief,

United States Southern Command 1997-2000

Gener orge Joulwan
Commander in Chief,
Unirted States Southern Command 1990-1993



April 29, 2008

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi

Speaker of the House of Representatives
of the United States of America
Washington, D.C.

Dear Madam Speaker:

Since the reestablishment of democracy in Latin America, the countries of our
region have made great efforts to fight poverty and social inequality, create opportunities,
and improve the quality of life of our peoples. Our efforts are based on a commitment to
social justice, the rule of law and democratic governance. In these efforts, the United States
has been our friend, our neighbor and our ally.

In the last 20 years, relations between the United States and Latin America have
been strengthened by growing economic and commercial ties. Both Democratic and
Republican administrations have offered a new partnership based not only on the
continuation of unilateral trade preference programs but also on the goal of eventually
moving forward to bilateral or regional trade schemes that would secure benefits for all.

Latin America has seen this partnership as a promising one. Heads of State in the
region have embraced the idea as a positive sign that the United States is bringing the
region together, trying to work with us as partners for a more prosperous common future,
Furthermore, it is clear that the friendship between the United States and Latin America
cannot be based exclusively on international cooperation, as important as that is, or solely
on unilateral trade preference programs, which have limited scope, duration and certainty.
Our countries are instead looking for new opportunities and fair treatment.

In this context, trade agreements are an important tool for fighting poverty and
generating opportunities in the Hemisphere. Chile, with the most open economy in Latin
America, has signed free trade agreements with many countries around the world and has
managed to reduce poverty by almost two thirds in the last 17 years. This is an example that
many wish to follow, because the fewer goods that are exported by Latin American
countries, the higher risk they face of exporting people through massive migration toward
developed countries.

Latin America and the United States are joined by geography, culture and common
values. For many years, the exchange of goods and services across borders has been a vital
factor in maintaining a mutually beneficial relationship. The approval of the free trade
agreement between the United States and Colombia would be another step toward
deepening that relationship, toward fair and equitable integration of our nations, and most
importantly, toward securing the stability and peace of the Western Iemisphere.



With deep respect, we would like to emphasize the importance of the United States
Congress’s approving this agreement, considering the substantial benefits not only for the
people of Colombia but also for the people of the United States and, ultimately, for the
whole region.

We express our highest and most distinguished consideration to you and commend
you for your work in forging a stronger relationship among all our nations.

SN G AL //

F. Tomas Duefias i0 Dano Espln ‘
Ambassador of Costa Rica Ambassad of the Dominicgn Republic

A
Francisco Villagran

rdor.0f Guatemala

e

7 ¥, 7
Rene A. Leon
Ambassador of El Salvadore.
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Lima, April 25, 2008

The Honorable Harry Reid
Majority Leader
Uniled States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20151

Dear Senaltor,

I have the honor 0 address Your Excellency concerning the Free Trade
Agreement signed between the United States of America and Colombia, which is pending
ratification by the US Congress. I arn aware that this process has been delayed because of
an undersiandable and special juncture.

Notwithstanding, allow me 1o ponder aboul the importance for (he whole
region that a country like Colombia, deeply committed with the strengthening of its
democralic institutions and waging a head-on fighl against drug trafficking and terrorism,
can depend on an instrument that is key 1o the economic and sociul development of its
people.
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This treaty will permit the consolidation of a model of development in the
region thel places represenlative democracy, economic freedom, free trade, and the
unrestricted respeel for individual freedoms and human rights above other views that
promote development models that have proved to be inefficient in the past.

In this regard, the support of the Uniled States is fundamental to empower
the position of those countries that share the same values and a common vision for our
development. Only the full participation of Colombia in a mechanism of this kind can
elfeclively help us confront the chalienges that we face and will consolidatc an alliance
between the United Stales and Lhe region.

Conscquently, 1 trust that the United States will respond to these historical
challenges that not only will benefit Colombia but the whole region,

Remembering your kind visit to Peru, my wile and | would like to send you
our warmest regards.

Sincerely Yours,

Alan Garcia Pérez

President of the Republic of Peru



——

Congwaic e Eolimdin

Bogota D.C., abril 15 de 2008

Sefiora
NANCY PELOSI

Presidenta Camara de Representantes de Estados Unic 5
Washington D.C.

Sefiora Presidenta:

L& decision de la Cémara de Representantes de Esta i0s Unidos de
congelar la aprobacién de! Tratado de Libre Comercio =on Colombia,
constituye un golpe a la economia de nuestre pais y, al mismo tiempo,
nos da un trato de colonia que no se corresponde ¢o un aliado de
primer orden.

La posicién del Partido Demdcrata de involucrar a Colombia en un
proceso electoral interno es injusta, porque las politicas de Estado
deben estar por encima de consideraciones partidistas.

El argumentc de que la firma del TLC pone en ri€sgo a lideres
sindicales y trabajadores sindicalizados es aun mas grave porque
Colombia, en el marco de la Politica de Seguridad De nocratica, ha
hecho grandes esfuerzos por impedir que crimenes de tal naturaleza
se produzcan. Las cifras hablan por si solas. Mientrzs en 2002 se
registraron 198 homicidios contra trabajadores sindic: lizados. Para
2007 |a cifra bajo a 26. La meta es acabar con ese flage o y lograr una
Nacion prospera, en paz y desarrolio con justicia social.
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Para alcanzar esas metas, generar empleo licito y fo. talecer nuestra
economia. Sefora Presidenta, requerimos del apoyo la cooperacion
decidida de nuestro mayor socio comercial. La hisic ria reciente de
Colombia es dolorosa porque cientos de colombianos han sacrificado
sus vidas en la guerra contra el terrorismo y 2l narcotrafico,
estimulados desde naciones consumidoras.

En estos momentos, Colombia necesita de su invatual ie colaboracion
en el tramite del Tratado de Libre Comercio con Estadc s Unidos.

Cordial saludo,

OSCAR ARBOLEDA PALACIO
Presidente Camara de Repraséntantes de Colombia
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Congress of Colombia

Ms. Nancy Pelosi, Speaker
U.8. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C.
Bogotd, April 15, 2008

Madam Speaker:

The decision of the United States House of Representatives to stay approval of the Free
Trade Agreement with Colombia is a blow to the Colombian economy, and affords colonial
treatment to us that 1s unbefitting one of the United States’ staunchest allies.

The Democratic Party’s decision to involve Colombia in an internal electoral process is
unfair, as national policy should rightly be placed above partisan considerations.

The argument that signing the FTA puts union leaders and workers at risk is even more
seriously erroneous, given that under the framework of the Democratic Security Policy,
Colombia has made great efforts to prevent crimes of that nature from occurring. The numbers
speak for themselves: while 196 union workers were murdered in 2002, only 26 such deaths
occurred in 2007. Our goal is to put an end to this scourge and achieve a prosperous, peaceful,
developed nation with social justice.

In order to reach those goals, generate legitimate employment, and strengthen our
economy, Madam Speaker, we require the decisive support and cooperation of our largest trade
partner. Colombia’s recent history is painful because hundreds of Colombians have sacrificed
their lives in the war on terrorism and drug trafficking, both of which are stoked by consumer
nations.

At this time Colombia needs your invaluable cooperation in the process of the Free Trade
Agreement with the United States.

Yours truly,
[Signature]

Oscar Arboleda Palacio, Speaker
House of Representatives of Colombia



The Rt Hon PETER MANDELSON PC B-1049 BRUSSELS
MEMBER GOF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION +32:(0)2-298 85 30

Brussels, 5 February 2008
CAB24/PM/HH D/08/101

The Honourable

Nancy Pelosi

Speaker

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Jee, /Ll«ucw. Lpeal,

During my visit to Latin America last month I spent a few days in Colombia. I met
representatives from business, civil society and the Government, and talked to President
Alvaro Uribe. The main purpose of my trip was to pursue the negotiations on free trade
between the European Union and the Andean Community including Colombia.

I am taking the liberty of sharing with you my assessment of the situation in the country.
I found in President Uribe a single-minded and determined President, who is wholeheartedly
committed to restoring the rule of law, the respect of human rights and prosperity to his
country. Thanks in part to support from the United States I believe he is succeeding in
breaking the cycle of drift and violence. He is well aware that he needs now to take the
economy to a higher level by creating business and spreading employment opportunities
amongst Colombians. Preferential trade agreements with the US and EU are central to that

strategy.

I have followed the difficult considerations in Congress as you weigh the domestic situation’
in Colombia and discuss the merits of approving your Free Trade Agreement. This is a
decision for Congress alone to take, and a narrow definition of the EU competing trade
interests would even suggest Europe will gain if the deliberative process in Washington is
delayed.

I am, however, sending you an expression of hope for a positive early decision on the US-
Colombia FTA. I am doing this in the spirit of the transatlantic partnership and of our
overriding shared objective of promoting stability, democracy and growth wherever we can
in Latin America. I personally hope that Alvaro Uribe and his Government's ambitious
project for Colombia may succeed.

M}

Lo e

Peter Mandelson

c.c.:  Senator Harry Reid



Seifiora Nancy Pelosi
mndnnudnhcimndam:vunmdom
Estados Unidos de América

En los ultimos veinte afios, diversos paises de América Latina
han hecho notables avances en la construccion de
demcmdasesubbsalapmmocibndelﬁbrecnmerdoyd
mejoramiento de la calidad de vida de sus habitantes. Los
Estados Unidos de América han apoyado estos proce:

de estos acuerdos seria del mayor beneficio, tantp para €s0S
paises, como para Fstados Unidos y, eh general, para las
relaciones entre su pais y América Latina. Asimismo, la
ratificacipn de dichos tratados enviaria una secfial importante
del compromiso que todos tenemos con la integracién
comercial y con el desarrollo de nuestro continente. Por ello,
respetuosamente la exhorto a hacer lo gue esté a su alcance,
dentro de sus atribuciones, para que asi suceda.

Me valgo deestaoportunidaﬂpamenviaﬂeuncmﬂialaaludo
y para reiteraric la seguridad de mi distinguida consideracian.

15 de octubre de 2007.
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UNITED MEXICAN STATES

Ms. Nancy Pelosi
Speaker of the House of Representatives of the
United States of America

Madam Speaker:

In the past 20 years, the countries of Latin America have made significant progress in building
stable démocracies, promoting free trade, and improving the quality of life of their citizens. The
United States of America has supported these processes through, among other mechanisms, the
signature, ratification, and implementation of free trade agreements. Mexico, Chile, the
countries of Central America, and the Dominican Republic are now among those that have
concluded this type of agreement with your country. These instruments are mutually beneficially
and a valuable tool for development.

As you know, Colombia, Panama, and Peru have also signed agreements with the United States,
but these have yet to be ratified. I believe that the entry into force of these agreements would be
of the greatest benefit not only to those countries but also to the United States and, in general, to
relations between your country and Latin America. Moreover, the ratification of the agreements
would send an important signal of the commitment that we all share with respect to commercial
integration and the development of our hemisphere. I respectfully urge you, therefore, to do
everything in your power to ensure that this occurs.

I avail myself of this opportunity to assure you of my cordial regards and to reiterate to you the
assurances of my highest consideration.

October 15, 2007

[Signature]

Felipe Calderon Hinojosa
President of the United Mexican States
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San José, 10 de octubre de 2007

Sefiora

Nancy Pelosi

Presidenta de la Camara de Representantes
de los Estados Unidos de América
Washington, D.C.

tistimada sefiora:

Reciba un saludo cordial y las seguridades de mi alta y distinguida consideracion,
hacia usted y hacia la labor que desempefia en una de las instancias més democraticas
del mundc: la Camara de Representantes de los Estadds Unidos de América,

Desde la recuperacién de las democracias en casi la totalidad de América Latina,
los paises de nuestra regién hemos hecho un esfuerzo considerable por atacar las raices
-de la pobreza, de la desigualdad social, de la falta de oportunidacles, del mejoramiento
de fos servicios basicos, cntre otros, Bn esta lucha nos impulsa, antes que nada, un
sentido humanitaric y de justicla social, pero también la- conciencia de que los
problemas que crénicamente ha arrastrado América Latina, siguen siendo las trampas
para el resurgimiento del populisino, de las restricciones a las libertades y, en dltima
tnstancia, del discurso autoritario. ‘

Conocemos perfectamente que los pafses de Ameérica Latina no consolidaran
completamente sus democracias, en el tanto no sean capaces de fortalecer la base de
bienestar social y econtmico que debe sustentarlas. Fs por ello que la tarea de mejorar
la calidad de vida de nuestros habitantes es, sin duda alguna, nuestra mds perentoria
tarea,

Lous esfuerzos que hemos realizado en este sentido han sido acompafiados, sin
duda alguna, por el apoyo de los Estados Unidos, un pafs al que consideramos nuestro
amigo, Mas que nuestro vecino o nuestro aliado.

Sin embargo, la amistad que entrelaza a los Estados Unidos con América Latina
no puede basarse exclusivamente en la cooperacién internacional, por importante que
ésta sea. Fn muchos aspectos, los paises latinoamericanos no pedimos de Estados
Unidos caridad, sino tan s6lo oportunidades y trato igualitario. Este es el caso de los
Tratados de Libre Comercio que, a lo largo de la ultima década, se han venido firmando
entre Estados Unidos y los pafses latinoameticanos, como Meéxico, Chile, los paises
centroamericanos y la Republica Dominicana,



Para las naciones latinoamericanas, los Tratados de Libre Comercio son una
poderosa herramienta de combate a la pobreza y de generacion de oportunidades.
Chile, la economia mis abicrta de América Latina y que cuenta con Tratados de Libre
Comercio con muchos paises del mundo, ha logrado reducir lo pobreza a casi una
tercera parte en los tltimos 17 afios. Este es un gjemplo que muchos desean seguir, pues
entre menos bienes exporten los paises latinoamericanos, més se exponen al riesgo de
exportar personas, a través de la migracion masiva hacia los paises desarrollacios.

Costa Rica ha sabido comprenderlo muy bien, y esta es la razén por la cual el
pasado 7 de octubre hemos ratificado, en el primer referéndum de nuestra historia, el
Tratada de Libre Comercio que en el afio 2004 firmamos con los Bstados Unidos. Otras
naciones latinoamericanas, sin emnbargo, & pesar de haber logrado negociar y firmar un
Tratado de Libre Comercio como el nuestro, no han logrado atn su ratificacion por
parte de los Estados Unidos. Tal es el caso de Panama, Perd y Colombia, los cuales
negociaron sus acuerdos comerciales antes del vencimiento de las facultades especiales
presidenciales conocidas como fast track, y hoy esperan Ja aprobacion de los Tratados en
el seno de una Camara de Representantes con mayorfa demacrata.

Con humildad y profundo respeto, quisiera sugerir la importancia de la
ratificacion de estos acuerdos por parte del Congreso de los Estados Unidoes, pensando
ne solo en el beneficio de las naciones latinoamericanas mencionadas, beneficio que
sevla considerable, sino también en el beneficio de Jos estadounidenses, que pueden
derivar importantes consecuencias en términos de consumo y expansion de mercados,

Latinvamérica v Estados Unidos estan indefectiblemente unidos en razon de
territorio y vecindad., Desde hace muchos afios, también el intercambio de bienes y
servicios que se realiza a través de las fronteras, es un facior cardinal en el
mantenimiento de una relacién que es inevitable y de la cual tanto unos como otros
podemas sacar un gran provecho. La aprobacion de los Tratados de Libre Comercio de
Estados Unidos con Panam4, Colombia y Pertt serfa un paso mds en la profundizacion
dle csa relacion, un paso mds hacia una integracion justa y equitativa entre nuestras
nacioncs,

Sin otro particular y reiterdndole mis buenos deseos,
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Oscar Arias Sanchez
President of the Republic of Costa Rica

San José, October 10, 2007

Ms. Nancy Pelosi

Speaker of the House of Representatives
of the United States of America
Washington, D.C.

Madam Speaker:

I salute the work that you are undertaking the United States House of Representatives,
one of the world’s most democratic bodies.

Since the restoration of democracy in almost all of Latin America, the countries of our
region have made a considerable effort to fight poverty, social inequality, and the lack of
opportunities, and to improve basic services, among other efforts. We are inspired in this
struggle more than anything by a humanitarian sense of social justice, but also by an awareness
that the problems that have chronically plagued Latin America continue to be springboards for a
resurgence of populism, limits on freedoms, and ultimately, authoritarianism.

We are fully aware of the fact that the Latin American countries will not fully consolidate
their democracies so long as they are not able to strengthen the foundation of the social and
economic well-being that needs to sustain them. Thus, the job of improving the quality of life of
our citizens is beyond any doubt our most imperative task.

The cfforts that we have undertaken in this regard have clearly been sustained by the
support of the United States, a country that we consider to be our friend, more than just our
neighbor or our ally.

Yet the friendship that binds the United States and Latin America together cannot be
based exclusively on international cooperation, however important that may be. In many
regards, the countries of Latin America do not seek charity from the United States, but rather
opportunities and equal treatment. This is true as well with respect to the free trade agreements
which such Latin American countries as Mexico, Chile, the Central America countries, and the
Dominican Republic have signed with the United States over the past ten years.

For the Latin American nations, the free trade agreements are a powerful tool for fighting
poverty and for generating opportunities. Chile, the most open economy in Latin America,
already has a free trade agreement with many of the world’s countries and has managed to
reduce its poverty by almost one-third in the past 17 years. This is an example that many wish to
follow, since the fewer goods exported by the Latin American countries, the greater the risk they
run of exporting persons through massive migration to the developed countries.

This is something that Costa Rica has understood very well, which is why this past
October 7, we ratified, in the first referendum in our country’s history, the Free Trade Agreement
that we signed with the United States in 2004. Other Latin American countries, however, while
negotiating and signing a Free Trade Agreement like ours, have still not had their agreements
ratified by the United States. Such countries include Panama, Peru, and Colombia, which
negotiated their trade agreements prior to the expiration of the special presidential “fast track”
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authority, and today await approval of their agreements by a House of Representatives with a
democratic majority.

With humility and profound respect, I wish to underscore the importance of
Congressional ratification of these Agreements, for I believe that they will not only benefit
considerably the Latin American nations in question, but also the United States, which will be
able to derive significant advantages in terms of commercial consumption and market expansion.

Latin America and the United States are inescapably linked by reason of territory and
proximity. For many years, the exchange of goods and services across our borders has been a
key factor in maintaining this ineluctable relationship from which we can all derive great
advantage. Approval of the Free Trade Agreements with Panama, Colombia, and Peru would be
a great step forward in the enhancement of this relationship, a step towards achieving fair and
equitable commercial integration among our countries.

With my best regards,

[s] Oscar Arias
[Presidential stamp]



Managua, 3 de octubre de 2007

Apreciada Sefiora Presidenta:

En los ultimos veinte afics, paises de América Latina han hecho
notables avances en el propdsito de construir democracias estables, promover
el libre comercio y mejorar la calidad de vida de sus habitantes. En esos
propositos se han encontrado con no pocos obstaculos, que las mas de las
veces han sido superados con esfuerzo e imaginacidn.

Estados Unidos ha jugado un papel importante en la apertura de
mercados, suscribiendo, ratificando vy ejecutando tratados de libre comercio.
Meéxico, Chile, los paises centroamericanos y Republica Dominicana cuentan
hoy con ese valioso instrumento de desarrollo que es el tratado de libre
comercio con Estados Unidos. Otros paises han suscrito tratados, pero éstos
no han sido ratificados adn. Ello es lo que motiva esta ruisiva.

Colombia; Panami y Perdi, antes del vencimiento de las facultades
especiales conocidas como fast track, firmaron sendos tratados de Libre
Comercio con Estados Unidos, Nosotros consideramos que seria del mayor
beneficio para esos paises, para Estados Unmidos y en general,. para las
relaciones entre su pais y- América Latina, que dichos tratados fueran
ratificados. Los procesos de ratificacién de los tratados de -libre comercio
encuentran obstaculos producto de la incomprension, a pesar de lo cual todos
los paises con los cuales se han suscrito han completado, 0 estan préximos a
completar, sus respectivos procedimientos constitucionales.

Estamos seguros de que al Copgreso de Estados Unidos le anima el
deseo de rauficar los convenios. De hacerlo, enviaria una sefial importante del
compromiso que todos tememos con la integracion comercial de nuestro
continente. Es por esa razén que nos permitimos encarecerle que haga lo que

.....esté asqu



esté a su alcance dentro de sus atribuciones para que, Colombia, Panama y
Pertt puedan gozar pronto de los beneficios de un tratado de Libre Comercio
con Estados Unidos en plena vigencia.

Al agradecer su atencidn a la presente nota, aprovechamos la ocasién
para reiterarle las muestras de nuestra mayor consideracién y aprecio

Presidente de El Salvador Presifiente de Honduras

Daniel Ortega Saavedra
Presidente de Nicaragua Presidente de

Sefiora Nancy Pelosi

Presidenta de la Camara de Representantes
de los Estados Unidos de América
Washington, D.C.
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Managua, October 3, 2007

Madam Speaker:

In the past 20 years, the countries of Latin America have made significant progress in
building stable democracies, promoting free trade, and improving the quality of life of their
citizens. In their efforts to achieve theses goals, they have encountered numerous obstacles that
they have most always overcome with effort and imagination.

The United States has played an important role in opening our markets, signing,
approving, and implementing free trade agreements. Mexico, Chile, the countries of Central
America, and the Dominican Republic are now among those that have concluded this valuable
instrument, the Free Trade Agreement, with the United States. Other countries have signed
agreements, but they have not yet been ratified, which is the reason behind this letter.

Prior to the expiration of the special “fast track” authority, Colombia, Panama, and Peru
each signed free trade agreements with the United States. We believe that it would be of great
benefit to those countries, to the United States and, in general, to relations between your country
and Latin America, if those agreements were ratified. The free trade agreement ratification
process has encountered obstacles born of a lack of understanding, despite the fact that all the
countries that have signed these agreements have completed, or are close to completing, their
respective constitutional procedures.

We are certain that the United States Congress wishes to ratify the agreements. By doing
s0, it would send an important signal reflecting the commitment that we all have in the
commercial integration of our hemisphere. We entreat you, therefore to do everything in your
power to ensure that Colombia, Panama, and Peru will soon be able to enjoy the benefits of a
fully effective Free Trade Agreement with the United States.

We thank your for your attention to this matter and ask you to accept, Madam Speaker,
the assurances of our highest consideration and esteem.

[Signature] [Signature]

Elias Antonio Saca Manual Zelaya

President of El Salvador President of Honduras
[Signatura]

Daniel Ortega Saavedra Oscar Berger

President of Nicaragua President of Guatemala

Ms. Nancy Pelosi,

Speaker of the House of Representatives
of the United States of America,
Washington, D.C.
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Fegmar < Santiago de Chile, 23 de Abrl, 2007.

Honorzble Representente
Sefiora Nancy Pelosi

U Chamber of Representatives
Capito] Hill

Washington D.C,

Honorable sefiora Lider de la Mayoria:

Con gran alegria la he visto convertirse en la primera mujer Lider de 1a
Mayaria en la historia del Congreso de los Estados Unidos, Una vez mds la felicito
sinceramente v le deseo el mejor de los éxitos.

Enestaoporrunidadtengoel agredo de dirigirme a usted oon el fin de
compartir algunas ideas sobre 1s realidad econoémica y social que enfrentan las poblacicnes
de varios paises latinoamericanos v, en patticular, los menos desarrollados.

util cuendo el Congreso de su pais deba promunciarse sobre Ia aprobacitn de los Tratados
de Libre Comercio entre los Estados Unidos ¥ Perti, Panam4 y Colombia.

GUE nUEVAs empresas - en Su mayoria mediangs ¥ pequedias -, se incorporen por primera vez
&l proceso exportador.

Asimismo, el Acuerdo de Libre Comercio con los Estados Unidos -junto a
los que Chile ba fimado con otros paises y regiones del mundo-, ha sido un factor
fundemental para reducir muestros indices de pobreza y mejorar nuestra capacidad
productiva y tetnoldgica. Estamos convencidos que ¢l libre comercio es un poderoso
Inotor de crecimiento y progreso, aspectos fundamentales para ampliar y profundizar la
democracia y sus institociones, -



proyectos orientados a mejorar ls, calidad y fortalecer el cumplimiento de nuestras leyes y
regulaciones, 2 fin de alcanzar estindares internacionales, Ello, a mi juicio, es indispensable
para competir exitosamente en una economia cada vez mas globalizeda,

Por estas razones, estoy segura que las respectivas Bprobaciones por el
Congreso de su pais, de los Tratados de Libre Comnercio entre los Estados Tidos y Peri,
Panami y Colombia, junto a lag prétrogas de lay preferenciag arancelatias para Bolivia y

Juato con saludarla muy atentamente, hago propicia esta ocasién para
manifestarle las seguridades de mi més alta y distinguida consideracisn,

O bo B8Rt

Michelle Bachelet Jeda



NON-OFFICIAL TRANSLATION

Santiago de Chile, April 23, 2007

The Honorable

Nancy Pelosi

Speaker of the House of Representatives
Washington, DC

Dear Madame Speaker:

It is with great joy that I again congratulate you for having been
appointed as the first female Speaker in the history of the U.S. Congress, and I wish
you great success in your tenure.

On this occasion, I am pleased to write you in order to share with you
some ideas on the economic and social reality that the populations of many Latin
American countries face, particularly the less developed ones.

I believe that the positive reality generated by the Free Trade
Agreement between the United States and Chile, might constitute a useful element
for the Congress of your country when the moment comes to decide on the approval
of the Free Trade Agreements between the United States and Peru, Panama, and
Celombia.

Three years after our bilateral trade agreement came into force, the
evaluation of its effects made by my Government, as well as the one of the Chilean
public opinion, is clearly positive. During the abovementioned period, trade between
our countries has increased 130%. This vigorous growth of our bilateral trade not
only has contributed to create more and better sources of employment in Chile, but
has atso allowed new enterprises -most of them small and mid size- to join the
export process for the first time.

Furthermore, our Free Trade Agreement, together with the ones Chile
has signed with countries in other regions of the world, has been a paramount factor
in reducing our poverty indexes, as well as in improving our technological and
productive capacities. We are convinced that free trade is a powerful engine for

growth and progress, both fundamental issues that lead to broaden and deepen
democracy and its institutions.

I would also like to emphasize that regarding environmental and labor
issues, we are closely working with the authorities of your country in projects
oriented to improve the quality as well as to strengthen the enforcement of our laws



and regulations, in order to reach international standards. In my view, this is
indispensable to successfully compete in an increasingly globalized economy.

As you know, many Latin American countries have new leaders, all of
them democratically elected. However, an important number of their citizens live in
conditions of extreme poverty, without access to health benefits and education, nor
to an appropriate nutrition and dignified jobs. Many of the Latin American families
are headed by women, who are subject to discrimination and do not possess the
knowledge and the minimum skills to obtain a job which will allow them to pull their
children out of the vicious circle of poverty and lack of opportunities.

For all the said reasons, I am certain that the respective approvals by
the Congress of your country of the Free Trade Agreements between the United
States and Peru, Panama, and Colombia, together with the extension of the recently
approved tariff preferences for Bolivia and Ecuador, will benefit those countries as
well as the rest of the American continent, whose common aspiration is to advance
along the path of economic and social development in peace, freedom, and
democracy. These approvals will also be beneficial for the relation existing between
the United States and Latin America, since they will stimulate trade and exchanges,
as well as the global economic and political relations.

Together with extending my most sincere greetings, I avail myself of
this opportunity to reiterate to you the assurances of my highest and most
distinguished consideration.

Michelle Bachelet Jeria
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