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MVE EXTENDS COOPERATI VE AGREEMENT W TH NORTH CAROLI NA
TO STUDY OFFSHORE SAND RESOURCES

The U.S. Departnent of the Interior's Mnerals Managenent
Service (MVS) awarded $80,000 to North Carolina's Departnent of
Environment Health and Natural Resources, MVB officials announced
today. The noney funds a continuing effort to assess potentially
suitabl e sand resources for beach nourishnent along the North
Carolina Quter Banks.

"The MVB is conmitted to assisting coastal states in
locating federal sand resources to restore and preserve their
beaches," said MVS Director Cynthia Quarterman. "The MVS/ North
Carolina Sand Resources Task Force has been very successful in
pl anning and i npl enenting surveys of offshore sand resources.
These new data will provide us with a better understanding of the
area's sand resource potential. MVS is pleased to be a partner
with North Carolina in pronoting good science that will help
restore eroding coastlines."

The task force is working to interpret 535 nautical mles of
digital seismc and sonar data show ng water depth and topography
informati on about the ocean bottom along the North Carolina coast
fromOregon Inlet to Duck. Scientists will collect up to 150
sedi nent sanples to supplenent the digital and sonar data and
verify whether the sand's type, texture and grain size is
consistent with beach sand along the North Carolina Shore.

Simlar efforts to evaluate marine mineral resources --
including other non-energy mnerals -- in federal waters have
been initiated with other states on the East Coast and the Qulf
of Mexi co.

The MM O fice of International Activities and Marine
M nerals (I NTERMAR) is responsible for nmanagi ng sand and ot her
non-energy mineral resources in federal waters on the Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS). For nore information contact | NTERVAR
at (703) 787-1300.

The MMB is the federal agency that manages the nation's
natural gas, oil and other mneral resources on the OCS, and
col l ects and di sburses about $4 billion yearly in revenues from
of fshore federal mineral |eases and fromonshore mneral |eases
on federal and Indian |ands.
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