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EDITORIAL FOREWORD

ith the publication of the first issue of Misikah:

Egyptian Journal of Islamic Archaeology, we are

entering into a new era in the history of the
Supreme Council of Antiquities (SCA). The SCA is now firmly
established as a scholarly institution that contributes to promoting
the discipline of archaeology in Egypt and the Arab world.

We have decided to call this journal Mishkah in order to
disseminate archaeological, historical, and artistic knowledge just
as the lamp disseminates light and illuminates its surroundings.
With this issue, we celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Islamic
Museum of Art. Contributions to the journal were received
from Egyptian, Arab, and other foreign scholars. Reports on
excavations at Islamic sites will finally see the light of day after
having been left unpublished for so long. Thus, the journal will
fill a void in an area where scientific publications are seriously
lacking.

In this journal, the subject of Islamic archaeology will be
dealt with in its broad extent, including architecture, art,
painting, inscriptions, methodology, the use of technology in the
documentation and study of Islamic monuments, and excavations.
The goal of this publication is to disseminate knowledge, preserve
cultural heritage, and encourage the interaction between field
archaeologists and scholars all over the world.

This volume is dedicated to the great scholar Abd el-Raouf
Ali Yousef who is an eminent figure in the field of Islamic art,
specifically ceramics. Yousef was appointed Director of the Islamic
Art Museum and worked as the Acting Chairman of the Egyptian
Antiquities Organization. His courteousness, scholarship, and
modesty make him an example. On the international level, he
is a consultant to several museums, especially those that contain
collections of Islamic art.

Zahi Hawass
Secretary-General
Supreme Council of Antiquities







