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Preface

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics has taken the responsibility, which is in line with
the General Statistics Law number 4 of 2000, of the task of providing the official statistics for
the development planners, policy-makers, decision-makers, the researchers, students, and all
users in all social, economic, geographic, and environmental aspects of the Palestinian
society.

The survey of the current social, economic, and environmental indicators of the Palestinian
Territory for 2006 was conducted within an integral and comprehensive project that aimed at
providing the basic data of the social, economic, environmental, and geographic conditions
under the current prevailing situations. The survey is in completion of the activities, which
were carried out during the past months, to limit available data and indicators. The survey
aims to fill in the shortage in indicators, which were specified through a number of
discussions and debates in a workshop held by PCBS and attended by representatives of
government institutions and NGOs in the Palestinian Territory. The project is consistent with
the new situations in the Palestinian Territory under the unilateral Israeli measures.

This report discusses a number of topics related to the social, demographic, economic, and
geographic conditions; in addition to the outcome of the Israeli measures on the resolve of the
Palestinian household with respect to the measures taken by such household to remain resolve
and the time expected for such resolve to last. The report also deals with the aid the
Palestinian households received and the source of such aid.

We hope that this report will succeed in supporting the planning process, policy-making, and
strategic decisions-making to establish a work strategy that rises to the new situation.
Undoubtedly, the continuation of the overflow of data and indicators about this dear part of
our occupied homeland is among the most important accesses to accurate planning and
accurate policy-making for the development of the Palestinian people and empowering their
steadfastness in the Palestinian Territory in order to arrive to comprehensive national
development in this homeland.

September, 2006 Luay Shabaneh,
President
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