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. Introduction

VIReC Research User Guide: FY2002 VHA Medical SAS®* Outpatient Datasets was produced
by the Veterans Affairs Information Resource Center (VIReC), a national resource center of the
Health Services Research and Development Service (HSR&D), U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs (VA). This edition of the guide describes the Fiscal Year (FY) 2002 Medical SAS
Datasets for outpatient care in the Veterans Health Administration (VHA). VIReC issues this
guide to assist health services researchers and other users of these data in understanding the
availability and definitions of the stored variables within the datasets. The guide also addresses
special topics, such as dataset closeouts, quality of selected variables, and issues that may affect
researchers’ use of VA data.

The first edition by VIReC of a research user guide to VHA outpatient care data was issued in
March 2000 and described the FY1999 Medical SAS Datasets." A companion guide to VHA
inpatient care data was issued,? and updated guides and select variable frequencies have been
produced.®® The VIReC research user guides grew from the work by Martha Beattie, Ph.D.,
Ralph W. Swindle, Ph.D., Lynn A. Tomko, B.A., and other authors of the five-volume
Department of Veterans Affairs Database Resources Guide,” an effort that was supported by the
VA Health Services Research and Development Service through the Service Directed Research
project #91-009 awarded to Ralph Swindle.

Using the Guide

This guide is divided into the four main sections listed below. Additional documents are
included as appendices.

e Overview of the FY2002 Medical SAS Outpatient Datasets. Chapter Il provides a brief
description of each of the current datasets including naming conventions, sort order, and
observation (record) and variable counts.

e FY2002 VHA Medical SAS Outpatient Datasets: Variables & Their Dataset Locations.
Chapter I11 is a table of all variables in the FY2002 Outpatient Datasets indicating in which
datasets each variable occurs. A comprehensive listing of all historic outpatient variables is

in Appendix A.

* SAS® is a registered trademark of the SAS Institute, Inc.
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Special Data Topics. Chapter IV provides information regarding special topics (e.g.,
dataset closeouts) and use of selected, specific variables (e.g., Scrambled Social Security
Number).

Variable One-Page Descriptions. Chapter V presents a one-page description for each
variable in the datasets for this fiscal year. The description includes a table with the
following information, when applicable.

Data Type: This indicates if the variable is numeric or character.

Print Format: This is the name of the print format, if there is one. The
print format name is from the Format Library for the file.
Date variables have SAS-defined print formats.

Label: This is the label for the variable as it appears in the Medical
SAS dataset.

Datasets / Fiscal Years: This indicates the Medical SAS Datasets and Fiscal Years
where the variable occurs.

VISTA Data Source: This is the file and field where data for the variable originate
in the VA’s decentralized clinical database, known as
VISTA (Veterans Health Information Systems and
Technology Architecture). In VISTA, files are identified by
both a number and a name (e.g., “PTF [45] file”), while
fields are identified by name (e.g., “Type of disposition
field”). VISTA comprises many software applications
which utilize more than 1,940 files that include more than
44,960 data fields. Detailed information about the VISTA
applications is available at the VISTA Document Library
(http://www.va.gov/vdl). An issue of VIReC Insights (Vol.
3, No. 1) on VISTA is available at the VIReC Web site
(http://www.virec.research.va.gov/insights.htm).

Where applicable, and where space allows, a second table lists the values that the variable
can assume with a description of each value. In cases where the possible values exceed the
space available, this table is in Appendix C. For selected variables, the reader is given a
reference source to obtain the possible values and their descriptions.

Works Cited. Chapter VI lists publications referred to earlier in the guide. This is in

contrast to Appendix E, “Selected Bibliography,” which provides references for published
reports of research that utilized the Medical SAS Outpatient Datasets.
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Methods for Updating

VIReC uses numerous sources of information to update this guide. Official records of changes
to the Medical SAS Datasets are maintained by the Austin Automation Center (AAC) in a
section of its National Patient Care Database (NPCD) Customer Web site. This audit trail, which
tracks changes to the inpatient and outpatient databases and to the SAS datasets, is on the VA
Intranet. (Users can request the site address from VIReC via e-mail to
virec@research.hines.med.va.gov.) Notices of changes are often announced by AAC and NPCD
staff on the HSRData listserv, an e-mail group that includes researchers, policy makers, and
information managers. Information about HSRData is available on the VIReC Web site,
http://www.virec.research.va.gov/support/HSRDATA_listserv.HTM.

In preparing the guide for FY2002 data, VIReC was able to check the VISTA data source for
many variables against tables being developed by the National Data Systems (NDS) division of
the VHA Office of Information’s Information Assurance Service. We will continue to check this
information as the NDS proceeds with its work, and any changes to the information in this guide
will be reflected in future editions.

Editorial changes to the guide were made by VIReC staff in response to specific user requests
and in a general effort to improve the readability and usefulness of the guide. In this respect,
questions submitted to the VIReC Help Desk were reviewed to identify issues that need
clarification or expansion. Issues discussed on HSRData were considered as well. Finally, our
own experience as users of the Medical SAS datasets also prompted us to modify content and
style of the information included here.

An early draft of the guide was reviewed for accuracy and clarity by an ad hoc group of
individuals who are data stewards, data managers, and end users. The invaluable contribution of
the reviewers this year is acknowledged in the following section.
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1. Overview of the FY2002 VHA Medical SAS
Outpatient Datasets

Background

The health care utilization information for outpatient care is recorded by staff members in VA
treatment facilities across the United States and Puerto Rico through use of a uniform set of
coding instructions, software, and data files. The treatment facility databases that initially hold
these data are known as the local VISTA (Veterans Health Information Systems and
Technologies Architecture) systems. The data are electronically transferred to the Austin
Automation Center (AAC) in Austin, Texas, which is the central repository for VHA national
databases. The AAC staff formats and outputs these data in SAS datasets that are available to
users who have appropriate access clearance. Further information about the VHA Medical SAS
Datasets has been published electronically.™

The Medical SAS Outpatient Datasets is the collective term for the datasets that contain the VA's
ambulatory care data. Encounter information is transmitted to the AAC nightly where it is held
in a queue. Twice a month the public SAS datasets are updated using these queued data. For
reimbursement purposes sites are instructed to closeout and transmit encounters for the previous
month no later than the first full week of the current month. However, Austin will accept re-
transmitted encounter data until the datasets are frozen. Twice a year the datasets are frozen, in
April and October. The April update freezes the datasets for records between October and
March. The October update freezes the dataset for records between April and October. The
AAC, at its own discretion, has allowed the field to re-transmit all of the fiscal year data at the
end of the fiscal year in order to maintain accurate information.

As illustrated in the following figure, there are currently two Medical SAS Outpatient Datasets
produced for FY2002 that are referred to as the “Visit” and “Event” datasets.

VIReC Research User Guide: FY2002 VHA Medical SAS Outpatient Datasets 9



Data Flow from the VHA Medical Centers to the Austin Automation Center (AAC)
to the Medical SAS Outpatient Datasets

Visit Dataset — Clinic stop codes
mmmm) | and patient demographics for all
encounters

Event Dataset — Procedure codes,
=) | diagnosis codes and patient
demographics for one encounter

VHA Medical Centers Tables at AAC
(local VISTA system) (relational database)
Medical SAS Outpatient Datasets

Visit Dataset

The Visit dataset provides information about a day’s outpatient care encounters. The name of
the FY2002 Medical SAS Outpatient Visit dataset is MDPPRD.MDP.SAS.SF02, and it contains
43,683,885 observations with 49 variables. The sort order is by the variables SCRSSN
(Scrambled Social Security Number) and VIZDAY (Date of Visit). The dataset originated in
FY1980. A record contains up to 15 clinic stops for the day’s care. For a listing of variables
contained in the dataset, see the Visit dataset directory table in this guide. For a comprehensive
listing of all historic Visit dataset variable names, see Appendix A.

Event Dataset

The Event dataset provides information about each encounter (clinic stop) during a day’s
outpatient care, identifying the specific location of encounters with the VA station suffix as well
as the parent station 3-digit code. The name of the FY2002 Medical SAS Outpatient Event
dataset is MDPPRD.MDP.SAS.SE02, and it contains 64,477,062 observations with 82
variables. The sort order is by the variables SCRSSN (Scrambled Social Security Number),
VIZDAY (Date of visit), and CL (Primary clinic stop code). The dataset originated in FY1997.
There is one observation (record) per outpatient encounter, with no limit on the number of clinic
stops reported. Note: The Visit and Event datasets will not agree on clinic stop volumes. For a
listing of variables contained in this dataset, see Section I11, FY2002 VHA Medical SAS
Outpatient Datasets: Variables and Their Dataset Locations. For a comprehensive listing of the
names of all historic Event variables and datasets, see Appendix A and Appendix B.

Other Outpatient Datasets

Procedure Dataset. This dataset, which contains CPT-4"" outpatient procedure information, has
not been generated since FY2001. All of the variables contained in this dataset can be found in
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the Event dataset. For a detailed description on this dataset, refer to previous fiscal years’
resource guides.

Diagnosis Dataset. This dataset, which contains outpatient ICD-9-CM™ diagnosis information,
has not been generated since FY2001. All of the variables contained in this dataset can be found
in the Event dataset. For a detailed description on this dataset, please refer to previous fiscal
years’ resource guides.

Dataset Closeouts

Most research users of the Medical SAS Datasets utilize the datasets of fiscal year data. The
annual datasets are accumulated or constructed over time, as noted below. Throughout a given
fiscal year, the data in the Medical SAS Datasets change as edits, updates, and additional record
entries are performed at the transmitting medical center. The policy for transmission of data
states that the previous month’s encounters will be completely forwarded to the AAC by the 19
of the current month. This policy, sometimes called the reimbursement closeout because of its
association with cost recovery deadlines, does not mean that data are not transmitted after this
period. The AAC will accept inpatient information until its fiscal year closeout on October 19.
The AAC, at their own discretion in order to maintain accurate records, has allowed the field to
re-submit all of the fiscal year data at the end of the fiscal year. For the research user, when to
extract data will depend on the specific use of the data, but in general, researchers are advised to
use the annual datasets.

Datasets Produced Quarterly

Each of the datasets is produced in smaller subsets that are stored on a quarterly fiscal years basis
during the current fiscal year. These datasets are in turn rolled-up into a fiscal year dataset at
years end. The naming convention for these datasets is the dataset name followed by QTRn
(where n is the number of the fiscal quarter). For a complete listing of the Quarterly SAS dataset
names, refer to Appendix B.

Datasets Kept Open for Revision

In FY2001, it was determined that a new set of “revised” Medical SAS datasets be created
that would allow for continued updates after the traditional closeout period ends. These
datasets can receive updates for approximately two years after the regular closeout period. A
major factor behind this decision was to allow for complete workload capture that was
traditionally lost due to late submission after closeout. The names of the “revised” set of
datasets are essentially the same as the traditional ones, with the word “REVISED” added to
it (i.,e. MDPPRD.MDP.SAS.REVISED.PMO01). For a complete listing of the “revised” SAS
dataset names and the fiscal years that they cover, refer to Appendix B.

VIReC Research User Guide: FY2002 VHA Medical SAS Outpatient Datasets 11
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1. FY2002 VHA Medical SAS Outpatient Datasets:

Variables and Their Dataset Locations

ame efinition S Lﬁ OC_G

AGE Patient age in years at the time of visit X | X | 22

AGOIND Indicates whether the healthcare encounter was related to x | x| 23

— exposure to Agent Orange

AGOLOC Indicates where the Agent Orange exposure occurred X | X | 24

AGSR (}ategorlga_l re_codlng of A_GE (Patient age in years at the x | x| 25

— time of visit) into 8 groupings

APPTYP Codes_for VA appointment types for scheduling 26

- outpatient encounters

CL Primary clinic stop code X | 27

CL1-CL15 [1%—15" primary clinic stop codes X 28

CLC Secondary clinic stop code X | 29
Services and procedures performed by a provider

CPT1-CPT15 [recorded in Current Procedural Terminology (CPT-4) X | 30
ambulatory procedure codes

DOB Date of patient's birth X | X | 31

DXF2-DXF10|Secondary ICD-9-CM diagnostic codes for the visit X | 32

DXLSF Primary 1CD-9-CM diagnosis code for this encounter X | 33

ELIG Indicates veteran and non-veteran eligibility codes X | X | 34

ENV Indicates whether_ care received was due to exposure to x | 35

= some type of environmental hazard

HOMECNTY |County of patient’s residence X | X | 36

HOMEPSA VI—!A medical center that identifies the patient’s home x | x| 37

— — — — |residence

HOMEVISN V[aterans Integra1ted $erVIce Ne_twork (VISN) associated X 38

— | with the veteran’s primary service area

HOMLESS Indicates the homeless status of the veteran X | 39

HOMSTATE |State associated with the patient’s residence X | X | 40

INCOME Calculation of the patient’s reported income X 41

INS Indicates the type of insurance coverage X 42

LOCVIZ Indicates the type of setting where the health encounter x | 43

occurred

VIReC Research User Guide: FY2002 VHA Medical SAS Outpatient Datasets
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N Definiti 2|58
MARITAL Marital status of the patient X | X | 44
MEANS Means Test Indicator Code X | X | 45
Indicator that the patient had an encounter at the parent
station or another community-based outpatient clinic
MULTI assigned to the parent station with the same stop code as X | 46
this encounter
NCODES Number of QPT-4 procedure codes (CPT1-CPT15) x | 47
populated within the record
Number of ICD-9-CM diagnosis codes (DXLSF, DXF2-
NDIAG DXF10) populated within the record X | 48
NODEPS Number of dependents for eligible veterans X 49
NPROV Number of p_r0\_/|der type variables (PROV1-PROV10) x | 50
— populated within the record
Number of provider identification code variables
paierdls, (PROVID1-PROVID10) populated within the record X | 5l
NSTOPS Nym_ber of clinic stop variables (CL1-CL15) populated X 59
— within the record
NTRENC Indicates whether tr_lere was t'regtment given for x | 53
- nasopharyngeal radium irradiation treatment exposure
Indicates whether the patient claimed nasopharyngeal
NTRIND radium irradiation treatment during active military X 54
service
POS Military period in which the veteran served in X 55
POV Code for the purpose of the healthcare visit X | X | 56
POW Indicator of whether the patient was a prisoner of war X 57
POWLOC Ind'lcator of the period of service and/or location in X 58
— which the veteran was a prisoner of war
PROVI- 1% — 10" codes for the category of provider X | 59
PROV10 gory ofp
PROVID1- [1%— 10" healthcare provider identification codes % | &0
PROVID10 |associated with this event
Recategorization of the POS (Military period in which
PS : . X 61
the veteran served in) variable
PSEUDO Pseudo-SSN indicator X | X | 62
RACE Race or national origin X | X | 63
RAD Ex_posure to lonizing Radiation through nuclear testing x | x| 64
— or in Japan
RELIG Religious preference X 65
sccl Indicator of whether the condition being treated is x | 66

service-connected
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N Definiti 215|%
ame ertimition S Lﬁ C('LU

SCRSSN Scrambled Social Security Number X | X | 67
SEX Sex of patient X | X | 68
STA3N Parent station identifier X | X | 69
STABA Five-digit numeric identifier of the VA facility where x | x| 70
= care was provided

SVCPCT Patient’s percentage (from 0 to 100) of service- x | x| 71
— connected disability

VISN Veterans Integrated Service Network X | X | 72
VIZDAY Date of the outpatient health care encounter X | X | 73
ZIP Zip code X | X | 74

VIReC Research User Guide: FY2002 VHA Medical SAS Outpatient Datasets

15



(This page is intentionally left blank.)

16 VIReC Research User Guide: FY2002 VHA Medical SAS Outpatient Datasets



Intranet addresses have been removed from this document.
Intranet links are available on the Intranet version of this
publication. For more information. please go to VIReC's
Redaction Information web page:
http://www.virec.research.va.gov/References/Redactions.htm

IVV. Special Data Topics

Scrambled vs. Real Social Security Number

Beginning with FY1986, the patient identifier in the Medical SAS Datasets became an encrypted
or scrambled Social Security Number (variable SCRSSN). (Prior to FY1986, the actual or real
SSN was used.) SCRSSN is not a random assignment; rather, it is a consistent formula
manipulation of a real SSN. That is, a given real SSN is always assigned the same SCRSSN, and
a patient’s records can be linked across years and across the Medical SAS Datasets for various
types of care.

Special “cross reference” SAS datasets for a given fiscal year are available that contain real
SSNs for all activity, including acute (non-extended care), extended care, observation care, non-
VA care, and census data. These files can be merged with the Medical SAS Datasets to link data
to real SSNs. Descriptions of the cross-reference datasets are on the NPCD VA Intranet Web site
at: . VA users can make requests for access to the
cross-reference datasets to the Information Security Officer (ISO) at their facility. VA does not
release scrambled SSNs to non-VA researchers in response to Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA) requests, in accordance with the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act
(HIPAA) Privacy Rule.

Procedure and Surgery Coding

Outpatient procedures coding utilizes the Current Procedural Terminology (CPT-4) schema
developed by the American Medical Association (AMA).' This is different from inpatient
diagnoses and procedures, which, since FY1980, are coded using the International Classification
of Diseases Ninth Clinical Modification (ICD-9-CM). (Prior to FY1980, the ICD-8-CM coding
schema was used.)*?

Surgical procedures coded with CPT-4 are also collected for a national database by the National
Surgical Quality Improvement Program (NSQIP). Staff nurses enter the NSQIP data using a
VISTA software application that operates independently of the VISTA Surgery software
package. Information about the NSQIP is available at the Web site, http://nsqgip.org/.

Veteran’s Income

The VHA Medical SAS Datasets are not a definitive source of data on patients’ incomes. This
issue is a good reminder that the information in the VHA Medical SAS Datasets is collected for

VIReC Research User Guide: FY2002 VHA Medical SAS Outpatient Datasets 17
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administrative, and not research, purposes. Administratively, the issue of patients’ income is
relevant to establishing eligibility for care for some veterans.

The variable MEANS (Means Test Indicator) might be seen as a categorical classification of
incomes, but it should be examined carefully in light of the researcher’s needs. For example,
some veterans are eligible for mandatory care regardless of their income and, therefore, do not
complete a Means Test. This group includes veterans classified as having 10% or more service-
connected disability, former POWs, WWI veterans, and veterans without service-connected
disability who are receiving a VA pension. When a Means Test is necessary to establish
eligibility for VHA care, household income is used to classify the veteran. The income limits for
eligibility categories are set each January 1, so the dollar value associated with a category (“less
than ...” or “more than ...”) varies by year. Information about eligibility for care is summarized
at the Web site, http://www.va.gov/elig.

The VHA Medical SAS Datasets include a variable named INCOME, which is an adjusted
individual annual income. Adjustments include deductions for payments by the veteran for a
wide range of medical expenses. (See the one-page description of the variable INCOME.)

Longitudinal Studies

Significant expansion of variables and file structure changes over the years in the Medical SAS
Datasets for outpatient care present special challenges for longitudinal studies. When instituted,
the Visit dataset contained only very basic utilization data and almost no patient demographic
variables. As noted above, outpatient data were provided in four datasets until creation of the
Event dataset in 1997 that combined procedure and surgery information for outpatients.

As noted above, prior to FY1986, there was no variable for Scrambled Social Security Number;
the only patient identifiers were real Social Security Numbers. Prior to FY1997, outpatient
datasets included no diagnostic information and only minimal procedural information (a small
list of special procedures). Beginning with FY1997 data, all ICD-9-CM diagnoses and all CPT-4
procedures for 100% of the ambulatory encounters were mandated for capture (see VHA
Directive 96-057, “Ambulatory Care Data Capture”). Once captured, these data elements were
added or updated in the national datasets.

Some specific file structure changes are worth noting here. First, Visit datasets between
FY1980-1990 contain about one record for every 5 visits. Therefore, programmers need to use
the variable BLOWUP to get the true count of visits in FY1980-1990. Beginning with FY1997
data, the Procedure dataset was expanded allowing for the storage of 15 procedural codes per
encounter. When the Diagnosis dataset was created, it contained 10 diagnostic variables per
encounter, one primary and nine secondary diagnoses codes. Again, the Procedure and
Diagnosis datasets were discontinued after FY2001 when all of the variables contained in them
began appearing in the associated Event dataset.
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Data Quality Issues

The quality of the data in the VHA Medical SAS Datasets is a concern of researchers as well as
VHA administrators. Organizationally, the VHA Information Assurance Service plays a central
role in ensuring the quality of VA health care utilization data. On the VA Intranet, the service
describes its mission as follows:

The Information Assurance Service fosters a collaborative environment to assure the
integrity of patient data as well as data management for the National Data Systems, and
the Meta Data Repository. (GGG 2ccessed January 8, 2003)

Components of the service are responsible for Health Information Management (coding),
National Data Systems (including the VHA Medical SAS Datasets), the National Patient Care
Database (from which the VHA Medical SAS Datasets are generated), and Data Quality.
Researchers interested in the policies, roles, and activities of the Information Assurance Service
may want to review the Service’s VA Intranet Web site regularly.

Assessments of the quality of VHA data in general have been performed by the Office of
Inspector General, the Medical Care Cost Recovery program, and workgroups and committees
convened for this purpose. There have been few published studies of data quality by researchers
focused on ambulatory care information. Kang and colleagues compared the VHA variables for
Agent Orange exposure and for Period of Service with military service records at the National
Personnel Records Center and reported a 45% false negative rate for the VHA data.*® That
report was published more than 10 years ago. In 1998, Kashner and colleagues reported that the
reliability of patient demographics, use of care, and diagnoses in the VHA inpatient data was
adequate for demographics, length of stay, and selected diagnoses, but less reliable for the
treating bed section.** Szeto and colleagues reported results of a study at one VVA clinic in 2002
in which they found comparison of computerized administrative and clinical data with medical
chart information showed good agreement for the diagnoses of interest (e.g., related to
hypertension).*

Changes in the VHA environment can be expected to complement efforts by the Information
Assurance Service to provide impetus for data quality in the systems that are the basis for the
Medical SAS Outpatient Datasets. For example, the Balanced Budget Act passed by Congress in
1997 gave authority to the Veterans Integrated Service Networks (VISNS) to retain the
reimbursement funds that may be collected by local Medical Care Cost Recovery (MCCR).
Prior to this legislation, reimbursement funds were directed into a central VHA repository. The
ability to retain collected amounts provides incentive for the VISNs to ensure accurate
documentation of care. A second environmental support for data quality is the processing of
inpatient data in an electronic medical record (EMR). VA policy, consistent with the Joint
Commission of the Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations (JCAHO), permits the use of
electronic media for recording the legal medical record (see VA Manuals of Policy M-1, Part 1,
Chapter 5). The provider interface tool that allows for the use of EMR in VHA is the
Computerized Patient Record System (CPRS). CPRS represents an integrated, comprehensive
suite of clinical applications that creates an electronic medical record. CPRS site
implementation, which began in 1997, was completed in January 2000 with 172 sites in
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production. Studies have reported™* and professional assessments are consistent*®*” that a CPRS
improves data quality.

Individual researchers will need to assess the quality of key variables in a given study. For
VIReC, studies of data validity, reliability, and positive predictive value are integral to the

center’s core functions and are an important component of the center’s strategic plan for
FY2003-2007.

(This page is intentionally left blank.)
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V. Variable One-Page Descriptions

(Variable description pages begin on the next page.)
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Variable Name: AGE
Definition: Patient age in years at the time of visit
Remarks: This variable is calculated from DOB (Date of patient’s birth) and

VIZDAY (Date of the outpatient health care encounter). Note that prior
to FY1996, year of birth rather than date of birth was used for AGE

calculation.

Data Type Numeric
Print Format None
Label AGE
Datasets / Fiscal Years Visit / 1980 — To Date

Event /1997 — To Date
VISTA Data Source Patient (2) file, DATE OF BIRTH field

Outpatient (409.68) Encounter file, ADMIT DATE field
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Variable Name:

AGOIND

Definition: Indicates whether the healthcare encounter was related to exposure to
Agent Orange
Remarks: For frequency counts of the values for this variable, see the accompanying
VIReC Research User Guide: Select Variable Frequencies From The
FY2002 VHA Medical SAS Datasets.
Data Type Character
Print Format $XXYN.

Label

AGENT ORANGE INDICATOR

Datasets / Fiscal Years Visit / 2002 — To Date

Event / 2002 — To Date

VISTA Data Source Patient (2) file, EXPOSED TO AGENT ORANGE field

AGOIND can assume the following values:

Value Description
0 Not exposed to Agent Orange
1 Exposed to Agent Orange
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Variable Name: AGOLOC
Definition: Indicates where the Agent Orange exposure occurred
Remarks: For frequency counts of the values for this variable, see the accompanying

VIReC Research User Guide: Select Variable Frequencies From The
FY2002 VHA Medical SAS Datasets.

Data Type Character

Print Format $AGOLOC.

Label AGENT ORANGE LOCATION

Datasets / Fiscal Years Visit / 2002 — To Date
Event / 2002 — To Date

VISTA Data Source Patient (2) file, AGENT ORANGE EXPOSURE
LOCATION field

AGOLOC can assume the following values:

Value Description
K Korean Demilitarized Zone
U Unknown
V Vietnam Era
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Variable Name: AGS8R

Definition: Categorical recoding of AGE (Patient age in years at the time of visit) into
8 groupings
Remarks: Despite what the name implies, there are actually nine categories due to
the “95+” category which was added in FY1997. For frequency counts of
the values for this variable, see the accompanying VIReC Research User
Guide: Select Variable Frequencies From The FY2002 VHA Medical SAS
Datasets.
Data Type Numeric
Print Format AGIRL.
Label None
Datasets / Fiscal Years Visit /1980 — To Date
Event / 1997 — To Date
VISTA Data Source Patient (2) file, DATE OF BIRTH field
Outpatient (409.68) Encounter file, ADMIT DATE field

AGS8R can assume the following values:

Value

Description

1

Less than 25 years old

25 — 34 years old

35 — 44 years old

45 — 54 years old

55 — 64 years old

65 — 74 years old

75 — 84 years old

85 — 94 years old

OO |N[(o|O|B[wIN

95+ years old
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Variable Name: APPTYP

Definition: Codes for VA appointment types for scheduling outpatient encounters
Remarks: Appointment type relates to the eligibility under which the patient is seen.
Data Type Character

Print Format $XXAPPT.

Label APPOINTMENT TYPE CODE

Datasets / Fiscal Years Event /1997 — To Date

VISTA Data Source Outpatient (409.68) file, ADMISSION TYPE field

APPTYP can assume the following values:

Value Description
01 Compensation & Pension
02 Class Il dental
03 Organ donors
04 Employee
05 Prima facia
06 Research
07 Collateral of Veteran
08 Sharing agreement
09 Regular

26 VIReC Research User Guide: FY2002 VHA Medical SAS Outpatient Datasets



Variable Name: CL
Definition: Primary clinic stop code

Remarks: This represents the first three characters of the 6-character Decision
Support System (DSS) Identifier VHA uses to characterize ambulatory
care clinics. The last three characters of the DSS Identifier are captured in
the CL.C (Secondary clinic stop code) variable in the Event dataset. The
DSS Identifiers are used to identify the production units or the revenue
centers for outpatient care. For more information, see the VHA Directive
2002-041. CL can assume the values shown in Appendix C on page 92.
For frequency counts of the values for this variable, see the accompanying
VIReC Research User Guide: Select Variable Frequencies From The
FY2002 VHA Medical SAS Datasets.

Data Type Numeric

Print Format YCLINIC.

Label PRIMARY CLINIC STOP

Datasets / Fiscal Years Event /1997 — To Date

VISTA Data Source Outpatient Encounter (409.68) file, CLINIC STOP
CODE field (reference file is CLINIC STOP (40.7))
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Variable Name: CL1-CL15
Definition: 1% — 15" primary clinic stop codes

Remarks: These variables in the Visit dataset contain the same values captured in the
CL (Primary clinic stop code) variable in the Event dataset. Up to 15
clinic stops are recorded per visit. Note that the Visit dataset does not
contain secondary stop codes. CL1 — CL15 can assume the values of CL
shown in Appendix C on page 92. For frequency counts of the values for
this variable, see the accompanying VIReC Research User Guide: Select
Variable Frequencies From The FY2002 VHA Medical SAS Datasets.

Data Type Numeric

Print Format YCLINIC.

Label CLINIC STOP NUMBER 1-15

Datasets / Fiscal Years Visit / 1980 — To Date

VISTA Data Source Outpatient Encounter (409.68) file, STOP CODE field
(reference file is CLINIC STOP (40.7))
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Variable Name: CLC

Definition: Secondary clinic stop code

Remarks: This represents the last three characters of the Decision Support System
(DSS) Identifier VHA uses to characterize ambulatory care clinics. The

first three characters of the DSS Identifier are captured in the CL (Primary
clinic stop code) variable found in the Event dataset. The secondary stop

code serves as a modifier to further define the primary work group, and

can represent (1) the type of services provided, (2) the type of provider or
team, and (3) a specially funded program. For more information, users are

referred to the VHA Directive 2002-041. CLC can assume the values

shown in Appendix C on page 92.

Data Type Numeric
Print Format YCLINIC.
Label CREDIT CLINIC STOP

Datasets / Fiscal Years

Event /1997 — To Date

VISTA Data Source

Outpatient Encounter (409.68) file, last 3 digits of STOP
CODE field (reference file is CLINIC STOP (40.7))
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Variable Name: CPT1-CPT15

Definition: Services and procedures performed by a provider recorded in Current
Procedural Terminology (CPT—4) ambulatory procedure codes

Remarks: These codes refer to descriptive terms for reporting medical services and
procedures performed by a provider for medical, surgical, and diagnostic
procedures. Until FY1997, only five codes (CPT1-CPT5) were collected.

Data Type Character

Print Format None

Label CPT CODES 1-15

Datasets / Fiscal Years Event /1997 — To Date

VISTA Data Source File 90000010.18, PROCEDURE CODE field
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Variable Name: DOB
Definition: Date of patient's birth

Remarks: This variable was added in FY1997, even though it has always been a
required field in VISTA.

Data Type Numeric (SAS Date)
Print Format DATEY9. (DDMMMYYYY)
Label DATE OF BIRTH
Datasets / Fiscal Years Visit / 1997 — To Date
Event /1998 — To Date
VISTA Data Source Patient (2) file, DATE OF BIRTH field
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Variable Name: DXF2-DXF10
Definition: Secondary ICD-9-CM diagnostic codes for the visit

Remarks: Most providers are documenting only the primary reason for the clinic
encounter. Despite what the variable label suggests, the values for these
variables are 5 characters wide and do not have an embedded dot after the
first three digits.

Data Type Character

Print Format None

Label 2"P—10™ DX — FULL STAY (ICD9) (6-DIGIT)

Datasets / Fiscal Years Event /1997 — To Date

VISTA Data Source Outpatient Encounter (409.43), fields DIAGNOSIS
CODE and DIAGNOSIS PRIORITY RANKING,
reference file ICD DIAGNOSIS (80)
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Variable Name: DXLSF

Definition: Primary

ICD-9-CM diagnosis code for this encounter

Remarks: Diagnoses were not collected for encounters until FY1997. Despite what

the variable label suggests, the values for these variables are 5-characters
wide and do not have an embedded decimal after the first three digits.

Data Type Character
Print Format None
Label PRIMARY DX — FULL STAY (ICD9) (6-DIGIT)

Datasets / Fiscal Years

Event /1997 — To Date

VISTA Data Source

Outpatient Encounter (409.43), fields DIAGNOSIS
CODE and DIAGNOSIS PRIORITY RANKING,
reference file ICD DIAGNOSIS (80)
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Variable Name: ELIG
Definition: Indicates veteran and non-veteran eligibility codes

Remarks: Veteran eligibility categories are based on the degree of service-connected
disability and degree of impairment. Non-veteran eligibility codes give
the non-veteran service category. For more information on the eligibility
categories, see http://www.va.gov/elig/Eligibility.htm. For frequency
counts of the values for this variable, see the accompanying VIReC
Research User Guide: Select Variable Frequencies From The FY2002
VHA Medical SAS Datasets.

Data Type Numeric

Print Format YELIG.

Label ELIGIBILITY CODE

Datasets / Fiscal Years Visit / 1980 — To Date,
Event /1997 — To Date

VISTA Data Source Outpatient Encounter (409.68) file, ELIGIBILITY
CODE field, reference file ELIGIBILITY (8) CODE

ELIG can assume the following values:

Value Description
-1 Purple Heart
0 Service-connected 0%
1 Service-connected 50% +
2 Aid and attendance - housebound
3 Service connected 40%
4 Not service-connected, pension
5 Not service connected
6 Domiciliary patient
7 Service-connected 30%
8 Service-connected 20%
9 Service-connected 10%
10 Catastrophically disabled
11 CHAMPVA
12 Collateral (pt. associated with veteran)
13 Employee
14 Other federal
15 Allied veteran
16 Humanitarian (non-vet emergency)
17 Sharing
18 Reimbursable Insurance
19 TRICARE / CHAMPUS
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Variable Name: ENV

Definition: Indicates whether care received was due to exposure to some type of
environmental hazard

Remarks:
Data Type Character
Print Format None
Label ENVIRONMENTAL INDICATOR
Datasets / Fiscal Years Event /1997 — To Date
VISTA Data Source Derived from Outpatient Classification, (409.42) file,
OUTPATIENT CLASSIFICATION TYPE field

ENV can assume the following values:

Value Description
1 Yes
2 No
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Variable Name: HOMECNTY
Definition: County of patient’s residence

Remarks: This variable is based on the Federal Information Processing Standards
(FIPS) code. It contains state code in the first two columns and county
code, within the state, in the last three columns. State and county codes
are available from the Census Bureau. This is the state county (or
equivalent) for the patient’s home residence. If the patient resides in a
domiciliary, that is considered the permanent residence for coding.

Data Type Numeric

Print Format COUNTYL.

Label COUNTY OF RESIDENCE

Datasets / Fiscal Years Visit / 1980 — To Date
Event /1997 — To Date

VISTA Data Source Reference file: STATE (5)
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Intranet addresses have been removed from this document.
Intranet links are available on the Intranet version of this
publication. For more information. please go to VIReC's
Redaction Information web page:
http://www.virec.research.va.gov/References/Redactions.htm

Variable Name: HOMEPSA
Definition: VHA medical center that identifies the patient’s home residence
Remarks: This variable is considered antiquated, and it should not be used. Rather,

it has been recommended that primary service area be identified with the

preferred facility indicator in the Enrollment Database (see VISN Support
Service Center Web site on the VHA Intranet, ||| | GG
and market areas be identified using the Planning System Support Group’s

Distributed Population Planning Base model (see PSSG Web site on the
VHA Intranet, ||| ) HOMEPSA can assume

the values of STA3N, which can be found in Appendix C on page 120.

Data Type Numeric
Print Format STA3NL.
Label HOME PRIM. SVC AREA

Datasets / Fiscal Years

Visit /1985 — To Date
Event / 1997 — To Date

VISTA Data Source

Station Number (389.9) file, STATION NUMBER field
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Variable Name: HOMEVISN

Definition: Veterans Integrated Service Network (VISN) associated with the veteran’s
primary service area

Remarks: HOMEVISN assumes the values of VISN. For frequency counts of the
values for this variable, see the accompanying VIReC Research User
Guide: Select Variable Frequencies From The FY2002 VHA Medical SAS

Datasets.
Data Type Numeric
Print Format None
Label VISN OF RESIDENCE
Datasets / Fiscal Years Visit / 1995 — To Date
Event /1997 — To Date
VISTA Data Source Not applicable
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Variable Name:

HOMLESS

Definition: Indicates the homeless status of the veteran

Remarks: This variable is assigned through social work service.
Data Type Character
Print Format $XXYN.
Label HOMELESS CODE

Datasets / Fiscal Years

Event /1997 — To Date

VISTA Data Source

Social Work Case (650) file, HOMELESS INDICATOR
field

HOMLESS can assume the following values:

Value Description
1 Yes
2 No
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Variable Name: HOMSTATE
Definition: State associated with the patient’s residence

Remarks: HOMSTATE can assume the values shown in Appendix C on page 99.
For frequency counts of the values for this variable, see the accompanying
VIReC Research User Guide: Select Variable Frequencies From The
FY2002 VHA Medical SAS Datasets.

Data Type Numeric

Print Format STATEL.

Label STATE OF RESIDENCE

Datasets / Fiscal Years Visit / 1980 — To Date
Event /1997 — To Date

VISTA Data Source Patient (2) file, STATE field
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Variable Name:

Definition:

Remarks:

INCOME
Calculation of the patient’s reported income

INCOME is a calculation of all reported income minus any deductions for
medical expenses. Medical expenses are those actually paid for by the
eligible veteran and include fees of physicians, dentists, and other
providers of health services; hospital and nursing home fees; medical
insurance premiums (including the Medicare premium); drugs and
medicines; eyeglasses; any other expenses that are reasonable related to
medical care. Current Policy states that admission data will not be
transmitted for patients without a Means Test on record.

Individual income is part of the household income on which the means test
is based and includes Social Security (except disability), U.S. Civil
Service, U.S. Railroad Retirement, Military Retirement, Other Retirement
monies, Unemployment Compensation, Employment Income, Interest,
Dividends & Annuities, Workers Comp, or Black Lung. These values
may differ from the annual means test that includes income from other
family members.

Data Type

Numeric

Print Format

COMMAG.

Label

INCOME

Datasets / Fiscal Years Visit / 1992 — To Date

VISTA Data Source

Individual Annual Income (408.21)
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Variable Name:

INS

Definition: Indicates the type of insurance coverage
Remarks: This can also be used to identify veterans without insurance coverage.
The VISTA database holds more than one active record for insurance
coverage. At Austin, the presentation of a single value is not in agreement
with this and should be considered neither complete nor accurate. For
frequency counts of the values for this variable, see the accompanying
VIReC Research User Guide: Select Variable Frequencies From The
FY2002 VHA Medical SAS Datasets.
Data Type Character
Print Format $INSUR.
Label INSURANCE COVERAGE

Datasets / Fiscal Years

Visit/ 1997 — To Date

VISTA Data Source

File 355.1, TYPE OF INSURANCE field

INS can assume the following values:

Value

Description

No insurance

Major medical

Dental

HMO

PPO

Medicare

Medicaid

CHAMPUS

Workman’s comp

Indemnity

Prescription

P ~
RiB|lo|lo|YNo|ua|s|w Mk |o

Medicare supplemental

[EY
N

All other
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Variable Name: LOCVIZ

Definition: Indicates the type of setting where the health encounter occurred
Remarks:

Data Type Numeric

Print Format $XLOCVIZ.

Label LOCATION OF VISIT

Datasets / Fiscal Years Event /1997 — To Date

VISTA Data Source HOSPITAL LOCATION field of the Visit (9010110)

file)

LOCVIZ can assume the following values:

Value Description

1 Staff (Regular clinic visit)

Fee (Care by non-VA staff)

VA + Fee (Both provide care during the visit)

Ward (When exam was performed in an area not designated as a
clinic)

Home-Based Health Care

oo B JWIN

Away from facility, other than patient residence
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Variable Name:

MARITAL

Definition: Marital status of the patient
Remarks: Marital status is elicited from each patient when he or she first applies for
medical care. Outpatient encounters that are recorded by hand may update
this information. We found that ambulatory care staffs do make changes
to the patient record regarding this variable. In a small comparison
between the AAC data and a patient survey, we found an 82.7%
agreement.’® For frequency counts of the values for this variable, see the
accompanying VIReC Research User Guide: Select Variable Frequencies
From The FY2002 VHA Medical SAS Datasets.
Data Type Character
Print Format SMARITAL.

Label

MARITAL STATUS

Datasets / Fiscal Years Visit / 1997 — To Date

Event / 1998 — To Date

VISTA Data Source Patient (2) file, MARITAL STATUS field

MARITAL can assume the following values:

Value Description
D Divorced
M Married
N Never Married
S Separated
U Unknown
W Widowed
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Variable Name:

Definition:

Remarks:

MEANS
Means Test Indicator Code

The Means Test Indicator is used in determining a patient's eligibility to
receive care. Based on veteran status and percent service-connected
eligibility, the assigned value indicates the necessity of a means test.
Veterans classified as having 10 percent or more service-connected
disability, former POWSs, WWI veterans, and veterans without service-
connected disability who are receiving a VA pension is classified for
mandatory care. They do not have to complete a Means Test. All other
veteran patients (namely, the non-service-connected veterans) are required
to complete an annual financial Means Test to determine a financial status
against the VA thresholds that are established January 1% of each year.
For frequency counts of the values for this variable, see the accompanying
VIReC Research User Guide: Select Variable Frequencies From The
FY2002 VHA Medical SAS Datasets.

Data Type

Character

Print Format

$MEANSL.

Label

MEANS TEST INDICATOR

Datasets / Fiscal Years Visit/ 1987 — To Date

Event/ 1997 — To Date

VISTA Data Source

File 408.31, MEANS TEST INDICATOR field

MEANS can assume the following values:

Value Description
AN Category A Veteran is below the Means Test Threshold and is
exempt from co-payments.
AS Category A — Service Connected. Veteran is exempt from co-
payments.
C Category C. Veteran is above the Means Test Threshold and co-
payment is required.
N Indicates outpatient or non-veteran inpatient where Means Test not
required.
X Indicates patient where Means Test not required for care being
provided.
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Variable Name:

MULTI

Definition: Indicator that the patient visited a parent station and a substation on the
same day
Remarks: The parent station identifier (STA3N) and the substation identifier
(STA5A) must be different in order for this variable to have an “M” value.
For example, a visit to Parent Station 589 (Kansas City) and Substation
589A7 (Wichita) on the same day would turn the MULT] indicator value
to IGM”'
Data Type Character
Print Format $MULTI.

Label

MULTIPLE / SINGLE STATION INDICATOR

Datasets / Fiscal Years Event /1997 — To Date

VISTA Data Source Not applicable

MULT]I can assume the following values:

Value Description
M Multiple station
S Single station
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Variable Name: NCODES

Definition: Number of CPT-4 procedure codes (CPT1-CPT15) populated within the
record
Remarks: Up to 15 CPT-4 procedure codes can be populated per record (SAS

observation).

Data Type Numeric
Print Format None
Label NUMBER OF CPTS THIS SEGMENT

Datasets / Fiscal Years

Event / 1998 — To Date

VISTA Data Source

Not applicable
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Variable Name: NDIAG

Definition: Number of ICD-9-CM diagnosis codes (DXLSE, DXF2-DXF10)
populated within the record

Remarks: Up to ten ICD-9-CM diagnoses codes can be populated per record (SAS
observation).

Data Type Numeric

Print Format None

Label NUMBER OF DIAG CODES
Datasets / Fiscal Years Event /1997 — To Date
VISTA Data Source Not applicable
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Variable Name: NODEPS

Definition: Number of dependents for eligible veterans

Remarks: One of the reasons for capturing this data element is that it is a factor in

determining the Means Test threshold.

Data Type Character
Print Format None
Label NO. OF DEPENDENTS

Datasets / Fiscal Years

Visit / 1988 — To Date

VISTA Data Source

ANNUAL MEANS (408.31) TEST file, NUMBER OF
DEPENDENTS field
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Variable Name: NPROV

Definition: Number of provider type variables (PROV1-PROV10) populated within
the record
Remarks:
Data Type Numeric
Print Format None
Label NUMBER OF PROV THIS SEGMENT
Datasets / Fiscal Years Event /1997 — To Date
VISTA Data Source Not applicable
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Variable Name: NPROVID

Definition: Number of provider identification code variables (PROVID1-
PROVI1D10) populated within the record
Remarks:
Data Type Numeric
Print Format None
Label NUMBER OF PROV IDS THIS SEGMENT
Datasets / Fiscal Years Event /1997 — To Date
VISTA Data Source Not applicable
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Variable Name: NSTOPS

Definition: Number of clinic stop variables (CL1-CL.15) populated within the record
Remarks: Data are transmitted as encounters from the VISTA Outpatient Encounter

(409.68) file. This variable is calculated at the AAC receiving end based
on clinic stop, date and station. A problem has been noted for
Community-Based Outpatient Clinics (CBOCs) where patients with
encounters at the parent station and at the CBOC with the same stop code
are losing records. For frequency counts of the values for this variable,
see the accompanying VIReC Research User Guide: Select Variable
Frequencies From The FY2002 VHA Medical SAS Datasets.

Data Type Numeric

Print Format None

Label NUMBER CLINIC STOPS
Datasets / Fiscal Years Visit / 1980 — To Date
VISTA Data Source Not applicable
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Variable Name: NTRENC

Definition: Indicates whether there was treatment given for nasopharyngeal radium
irradiation treatment exposure
Remarks: This variable was added to record eligibility for treatment of cancer of the
head or neck associated with a veteran’s receipt of nasopharyngeal radium
irradiation treatments during active military, naval, or air service. (See
VHA Directive 1301, “lonizing Radiation Registry Program.”
Data Type Character
Print Format $NTRENC.
Label NOSE THROAT RADIUM TRMT IND
Datasets / Fiscal Years Event / 2002 — To Date
VISTA Data Source Derived from Outpatient (409.42) file, OUTPATIENT
CLASSIFICATION TYPE and VALUE fields.

NTRENC can assume the following values:

Value Description
0 This health encounter not related to nose throat radium treatments
1 This health encounter related to nose throat radium treatments
(Other) Does not claim nose throat radium treatments
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Variable Name:

Definition:

Remarks:

NTRIND

Indicates whether the patient claimed nasopharyngeal radium irradiation
treatment during active military service

This variable was added to record eligibility for treatment of cancer of the
head or neck associated with a veteran’s receipt of nasopharyngeal radium
irradiation treatments during active military, naval, or air service. (See
VHA Directive 1301, “lonizing Radiation Registry Program.”) For
frequency counts of the values for this variable, see the accompanying
VIReC Research User Guide: Select Variable Frequencies From The
FY2002 VHA Medical SAS Datasets.

Data Type

Character

Print Format

$XXYN.

Label

CLAIMED NOSE THROAT RADIUM EXP

Datasets / Fiscal Years Visit / 2002 — To Date

VISTA Data Source Derived from Outpatient (409.42) file, OUTPATIENT

CLASSIFICATION TYPE and VALUE fields.

NTRIND can assume the following values:

Value Description
0 No claim of nasopharyngeal radium irradiation treatment
1 Claim of nasopharyngeal radium irradiation treatment
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Variable Name:

Definition:

Remarks:

POS
Military period in which the veteran served in

This variable is related to the authority under which a patient is eligible for
care. This variable is a mixture of type of service (Army, Navy, etc.) if
active currently, period of service (Spanish-American War to Desert
Storm) if a veteran, and other codes such as workers comp, emergency,
CHAMPUS, etc., which are largely for non-veterans. The latest wartime
period of service is coded if more than one applies, unless patient is
service connected for a condition incurred in a prior war. POS can
assume the values found in Appendix C on page 102. For frequency
counts of the values for this variable, see the accompanying VIReC
Research User Guide: Select Variable Frequencies From The FY2002
VHA Medical SAS Datasets.

Data Type

Character

Print Format

$XXPDSEV

Label

PERIOD OF SERVICE

Datasets / Fiscal Years Visit /1992 — To Date

VISTA Data Source

Patient (2) file, PERIOD OF SERVICE field
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Variable Name: POV
Definition: Code for the purpose of the healthcare visit

Remarks: The code with the lowest applicable number is used. For frequency counts
of the values for this variable, see the accompanying VIReC Research
User Guide: Select Variable Frequencies From The FY2002 VHA Medical
SAS Datasets.

Data Type Numeric
Print Format $XXPOV.
Label PURPOSE OF VISIT
Datasets / Fiscal Years Visit / 1985 — To Date
Event /1997 — To Date
VISTA Data Source File 2.98, PURPOSE OF VISIT field

POV can assume the following values:

Value Description
1 Physical examination for compensation and pension eligibility
5 Physical examination for establishing eligibility for VA health
benefits (VA Form 10-10EZ)
3 Scheduled appointment
4 Unscheduled appointment
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Variable Name: POW
Definition: Indicator of whether the patient was a prisoner of war

Remarks: This field is initially entered through patient self-report, which may later
be verified through the patient's military service record. The Medical SAS
Inpatient Main dataset also contains POW (Prisoner of War status with
name of war and location), but it is coded to indicate the name of the war
and location. For frequency counts of the values for this variable, see the
accompanying VIReC Research User Guide: Select Variable Frequencies
From The FY2002 VHA Medical SAS Datasets.

Data Type Character

Print Format $XXPOW

Label PRISONER OF WAR STATUS

Datasets / Fiscal Years Visit / 1985 — To Date

VISTA Data Source Patient (2) file, POW STATUS INDICATED field

POW can assume the following values:

Value Description
U Unknown
0 Prisoner of war
1 Not a prisoner of war
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Variable Name: POWLOC

Definition: Indicator of the period of service and/or location in which the veteran was
a prisoner of war

Remarks: For frequency counts of the values for this variable, see the accompanying
VIReC Research User Guide: Select Variable Frequencies From The
FY2002 VHA Medical SAS Datasets.

Data Type Character

Print Format $POWLOC.

Label PRISONER OF WAR LOCATION

Datasets / Fiscal Years Visit / 2001 — To Date

VISTA Data Source Patient (2) file, PRISONER OF WAR LOCATION field

POWLOC can assume the following values:

Value Description
Persian Gulf War

Yugoslavia

World War |

World War Il, Europe

World War 11, Pacific

Korean War

Vietnam Era

Other

ol|lo|vNlo|o| o>
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Variable Name: PROV1 -PROV10

Definition: 1% — 10" codes for the category of provider

Remarks: The categories are defined by the Center for Medicare and Medicaid

Services (CMS) and are used to categorize the area of care associated with
this visit. PROV1 - PROV10 can assume the values shown in Appendix
C on page 103.

Data Type Numeric
Print Format XXPROV.
Label PROVIDER TYPE 1-10

Datasets / Fiscal Years

Event/ 1997 — To Date

VISTA Data Source

Outpatient Provider (409.44) file, PROVIDER TYPE
CODE field, reference file, PERSON (8932.1) CLASS
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Variable Name: PROVID1 - PROVID10

Definition: 1% — 10" healthcare provider identification codes associated with this
event
Remarks: This is a concatenation of the 3-digit STA3N (Parent station identifier)

variable and the provider ID code (PROV1 - PROV10).

Data Type Character

Print Format None

Label PROVIDERID1-10

Datasets / Fiscal Years Event /1997 — To Date

VISTA Data Source New Person (200) File, ROLE INSTANCE ID field
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Variable Name: PS

Definition: Recategorization of the POS (Military period in which the veteran served
in) variable
Remarks: The value is related to the authority under which a patient is eligible for
care. This variable is irrespective of type of service (Army, Navy, etc.)
and strictly related to date values. The latest wartime period of service is
coded if more than one applies, unless patient is service connected for a
condition incurred in a prior war. For frequency counts of the values for
this variable, see the accompanying VIReC Research User Guide: Select
Variable Frequencies From The FY2002 VHA Medical SAS Datasets.
Data Type Numeric
Print Format PSRCDL.
Label PERIOD OF SVC RECODE
Datasets / Fiscal Years Visit /1985 — To Date
VISTA Data Source Patient (2) file, PERIOD OF SERVICE field

PS can assume the following values:

Value

Description

0

Spanish-American War

World War |

World War 11

Pre-Korean War

Korean War

Post-Korean War

Vietnam Era

Post-Vietnam Era

Other

OO (N[OOI [WIN|F-

Desert Storm (active)

[N
o

Desert Storm (veteran)
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Variable Name:

PSEUDO

Definition: Pseudo-SSN indicator
Remarks: This variable indicates if the patient’s Social Security Number (SSN) is
recorded as a pseudo-Social Security Number created using numeric
equivalents of the patient’s initials and birth date. A pseudo-SSN is a
temporary identification when the patient has no SSN or the patient’s true
SSN cannot be determined. The pseudo-SSN will be retained as a
permanent identification number when a patient refuses to apply for a
Social Security Number or death occurs before an SSN application can be
made.
Data Type Character
Print Format None
Label PSEUDO SSN
Datasets / Fiscal Years Visit / 1995 — To Date
Event /1997 — To Date
VISTA Data Source Patient (2) file, SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER field

PSEUDO can assume the following values:

Value Description
P Social Security Number recorded is a pseudo-SSN
Blank Social Security Number recorded is not a pseudo-SSN
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Variable Name: RACE

Definition: Race or national origin
Remarks: Reporting of race or ethnicity is most frequently extracted from clinical
documentation (e.g., discharge summary) and/or observation of
administrative staff. For frequency counts of the values for this variable,
see the accompanying VIReC Research User Guide: Select Variable
Frequencies From The FY2002 VHA Medical SAS Datasets.
Data Type Numeric
Print Format RACEL.
Label RACE CODE
Datasets / Fiscal Years Visit/ 1997 — To Date
Event /1998 — To Date
VISTA Data Source Patient (2) file, RACE field and ETHNIC GROUP field

RACE can assume the following values:

Value Description
1 Hispanic, white
2 Hispanic, black
3 American Indian
4 Black
5 Asian
6 White
7 Unknown value
(Other) Missing value
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Variable Name:

RAD

Definition: Exposure to lonizing Radiation through nuclear testing or in Japan
Remarks: This variable was added to the dataset in July of FY1982. It is self-
reported and is not recorded for non-veterans or for those veterans in
service prior to WWII. For frequency counts of the values for this
variable, see the accompanying VIReC Research User Guide: Select
Variable Frequencies From The FY2002 VHA Medical SAS Datasets.
Data Type Numeric
Print Format RADL.

Label

CLAIMED RADIATION EXPOSURE

Datasets / Fiscal Years Visit/ 1983 — To Date
Event/ 1997 — To Date

VISTA Data Source Patient (2) file, RADIATION EXPOSURE METHOD
field

RAD can assume the following values:

Value Description
1 No radiation exposure claim
2 Claim of radiation exposure in Japan
3 Claim of radiation exposure in the U.S.
4 Claim of radiation exposure in both Japan and the U.S.
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Variable Name: RELIG

Definition: Religious preference
Remarks:

Data Type Character

Print Format $RELIG.

Label RELIGION CODE

Datasets / Fiscal Years Visit / 1997 — To Date

VISTA Data Source Patient (2) file, RELIGOUS PREFERENCE field

(reference file is RELIGION (13))

RELIG can assume the following values:

Value Description Value Description
0 Catholic 16 Evangelical Covenant
1 Jewish 17 Friends
2 Eastern Orthodox 18 Jehovah Witness
3 Baptist 19 Latter Day Saints
4 Methodist 20 Islamic
5 Lutheran 21 Nazarene
6 Presbyterian 22 Other
7 United Church of Christ 23 Pentecostal
8 Episcopalian 24 Protestant, other
9 Adventist 25 Protestant, no preference
10 Assembly of God 26 Reformed
11 Brethren 27 Salvation Army
12 Christian Science 28 Unitarian Universalist
13 Church of Christ 29 Unknown, no preference
14 Church of God 30 Native American
15 Disciples of Christ 31 Buddhist
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Variable Name:

SCCI

Definition: Indicator of whether the condition being treated is service-connected
Remarks:

Data Type Character

Print Format $SCCI.

Label

SVC-CON CONDITION INDICATOR

Datasets / Fiscal Years Event /1997 — To Date

VISTA Data Source Derived from Outpatient (409.42) file, OUTPATIENT

CLASSIFICATION TYPE field

SCCI can assume the following values:

Value Description

Blank Not applicable
0 Treatment not related to service-connected condition
1 Treatment related to service-connected condition
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Variable Name: SCRSSN
Definition: Scrambled Social Security Number

Remarks: Scrambled Social Security Number was created in FY1986 as a
replacement for the patient's real Social Security Number (SSN). Itis a
formula manipulation of the real SSN and not a randomly generated
number. Therefore, SCRSSN may be used to identify a patient across
fiscal years and datasets.

Data Type Numeric

Print Format SSN11. (NNN-NN-NNNN)

Label SCRAMBLED SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER
Datasets / Fiscal Years Visit / 1996 — To Date

Event /1997 — To Date
(Note: Real SSN was listed 1980-85)
VISTA Data Source None (formula manipulation of Patient (2) file real SSN)
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Variable Name: SEX
Definition: Sex of patient
Remarks: For frequency counts of the values for this variable, see the accompanying

VIReC Research User Guide: Select Variable Frequencies From The
FY2002 VHA Medical SAS Datasets.

Data Type Character

Print Format $SEXL.

Label GENDER OF PATIENT

Datasets / Fiscal Years Visit / 1985 — To Date
Event /1997 — To Date

VISTA Data Source Patient (2) file, SEX field

SEX can assume the following values:

Value Description
F Female
M Male
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Variable Name: STA3N

Definition: Parent station identifier

Remarks: This is the 3-digit numeric identification of VAMC facilities. This

variable indicates the parent station (VA hospital) or the parent station of a
branch at which the patient was treated. Use STASA to identify the actual

facility at which the patient was treated. If a patient was treated at a
VAMC facility, this variable and STA5A will have the same values.
STA3N can assume the values shown in Appendix C on page 120. For
frequency counts of the values for this variable, see the accompanying
VIReC Research User Guide: Select Variable Frequencies From The

FY2002 VHA Medical SAS Datasets.

Data Type Numeric
Print Format STA3NL.
Label PARENT STATION

Datasets / Fiscal Years

Visit/ 1991 — To Date
Event / 1997 — To Date

VISTA Data Source

Station Number (389.9) file, STATION NUMBER field
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Variable Name:

Definition:

Remarks:

Intranet addresses have been removed from this document.
Intranet links are available on the Intranet version of this
publication. For more information. please go to VIReC's
Redaction Information web page:
hitp://www.virec.research.va.gov/References/Redactions.htm

STASA

Five-digit numeric identifier of the VA facility where care was provided

This variable identifies the VA substation where the outpatient health
encounter occurred. Since this variable can takes as many as 1,100
distinct values, they are not listed in this document. Instead, users are
referred to the VA Site Tracking (VAST) database, maintained by the
Planning Systems Support Group (PSSG) of the Office of Policy and
Planning, at . For
frequency counts of the values for this variable, see the accompanying
VIReC Research User Guide: Select Variable Frequencies From The
FY2002 VHA Medical SAS Datasets.

Data Type

Character

Print Format

$STAL2AL.

Label

STATION WITH SUFFIX

Datasets / Fiscal Years Visit/ 1991 — To Date

Event / 1997 — To Date

VISTA Data Source

Station Number (389.9) file, SERVICING FACILITY
field
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Variable Name: SVCPCT

Definition: Patient’s percentage (from 0 to 100) of service-connected disability

Remarks: The value recorded in this variable is the percentage of service-connected
disability determined as part of establishing a veteran’s eligibility for VA

health care benefits. This variable does not indicate whether or not a

veteran has any service-connected disability, because a veteran may have
a service-connected disability and be recorded as 0% service-connected in
this variable. For frequency counts of the values for this variable, see the
accompanying VIReC Research User Guide: Select Variable Frequencies
From The FY2002 VHA Medical SAS Datasets.

Data Type Number
Print Format None
Label PERCENT OF SERVICE CONNECTED

Datasets / Fiscal Years

Visit / 1997 — To Date
Event / 2000 — To Date

VISTA Data Source

Patient (2) file, SERVICE CONNECTED
PERCENTAGE field
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Variable Name:

VISN

Definition: Veterans Integrated Service Network (VISN) where the outpatient visit or
event occurred
Remarks: VISNs are VHA organizational business units comprised of multiple
medical centers and clinics within a geographic region. For frequency
counts of the values for this variable, see the accompanying resource
guide, VIReC Research User Guide: Select Variable Frequencies From
The FY2002 VHA Medical SAS Datasets.
Data Type Numeric
Print Format None

Label

VETS INTEGRATED SERVICE NETWORK

Datasets / Fiscal Years Visit / 1995 — To Date

Event /1997 — To Date

VISTA Data Source Derived from 389.9 File, SERVICING FACILITY field

VISN can assume the following values:

Value

Description

VA New England Healthcare System

VA Healthcare Network Upstate New York

VA NY / NJ Veterans Healthcare Network

VA Stars & Stripes Healthcare Network

VA Capitol Health Care Network

VA Mid-Atlantic Network

The Atlantic Network

VA Sunshine Healthcare Network

Mid South Veterans Healthcare Network

VA Healthcare System of Ohio

Veterans In Partnership

The Great Lakes Health Care System

VA Heartland Network

South Central VA Health Care Network

Plrlr|r|r|e
RHIslmIKIE|Ble|e|No|o|swn|e

VA Heart of Texas Health Care Network

18 VA Southwest Healthcare Network
19 Rocky Mountain Network

20 Northwest Network

21 Sierra Pacific Network

22 Desert Pacific Healthcare Network
23 VA Midwest Health Care Network
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Variable Name: VIZDAY

Definition: Date of the outpatient health care encounter
Remarks:

Data Type Numeric (SAS Date)

Print Format DATE9S. (DDMMMYYYY)

Label DATE OF VISIT

Datasets / Fiscal Years

Visit /1991 — To Date
Event/ 1997 — To Date

VISTA Data Source

Outpatient Encounter (409.68), Date/Time of event field
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Variable Name: ZIP

Definition: Zip code
Remarks: This variable is the 5-digit postal code for the patient’s home residence.
Data Type Numeric
Print Format Z5.
Label ZIP CODE
Datasets / Fiscal Years Visit / 1980 — To Date
Event /1997 — To Date
VISTA Data Source Patient (2) file, ZIP CODE field
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