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Researchers’ Introduction to the KL FMenu
“Create Report” Option

By Diane C. Cowper, MA, Patricia A. Murphy, MS, and Kathleen L. Frisbee, MPH

This is the second issue of VIReC Insights that introduces researchers to an aspect of KLFMenu.
Researchers are encouraged to obtain VIReC Insights Vol. 3, No. 2 on pre-defined reports and
data set contents and to become familiar with those KLFMenu options as well as the “Create Re-
port” option that is the focus of this Insights issue.

T he KLFMenu is a system of report-generating programs provided via the VA Intranet by the
VISN Support Service Center (VSSC). The VSSC website on the Intranet includes a point-and-
click interface that enables users to obtain reports according to their specifications using a variety
of VA corporate data sources maintained at the VA Austin Automation Center. The KLFMenu
option, “Create Report,” allows a user to compose SAS® software statements with a point-and-
click interface to produce a custom report. Many reports are almost instantaneously available for
downloading to a personal computer. Other reports that take longer for computer processing are
routed to the user’s account on the Austin Automation Center mainframe computer and can be
downloaded to a personal computer from there.

For VA researchers, the KLFMenu is a valuable means to quickly obtain data needed for planning
a study, developing a Letter of Intent, writing a proposal, and confirming or interpreting study
analyses. The purpose of this /nsights issue is to introduce researchers to the “Create Report” op-
tion of KLFMenu. This issue of Insights also includes suggested sources of information and ad-
vice for VA researchers who wish to utilize the KLFMenu.

Accessing the VSSC Web Site / KLFMenu

The VSSC website is on the VA Intranet, so access is limited to users within the VA firewall. The
URL for the website 1

The VSSC website home page has a list on the left margin of folders and subfolders from which
to choose reports, including the option to “Create Report.” Most users will need to have a User
ID and password for the Austin Automation Center time-sharing system. (See the later section,
“Sources of Additional Information.”)

' SAS/STAT and all other SAS Institute, Inc., product or service names are registered trademarks or trademarks of SAS
Institute, Inc., in the USA and other countries. ® indicates USA registration.
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A Three-Phase Process

Using the KLFMenu “Create Report” option is generally a three-phase process:

Set Parameters
e  Fiscal Year

e  Summary Level (Sub-
station, Station, VISN,
National)

e  Data Set

- o»

Filter & Sort

Subset (e.g., Age, Sex)
Sort (e.g., by Unique
Records, to get undup-
licated patients at a facility)
Utility Functions (e.g.,
create new variable, IF
statement, arrays)

4’ .

Summarize Data
Group (e.g., Race)

Select variables to
analyze and statistics
to use

Select variables- and
their order to Print

All of the phases are demonstrated step-by-step in the example below. The Filter & Sort and Summarize Data phases are
performed by selecting options from a screen entitled “Report Management Tools.” The following illustration of the screen
has been edited to show which selections usually are related to the phases of the process:

Related
To: Click any of the following options to perform the described action.
F&S ©  Define Non-National Subset Criteria 1o Reduce Your Data Query Size
SD (this option needs a few seconds to load)
T Select Variable(s) to Print
SD (for non-summarized, detailed output)
© Select Variable(s) 1o Group
SD {for summarized output, frequencies are default stafistic)
©  Select Variable(s) to Analyze with Corresponding Statistics
F&S {(averages. totals, etc.)
©  Select Variable(s) to Sort
F&S {sort order and the ability to unigue records)
< Perforrn Utility Functions
_> (Arrays, New Variables, If Statements, Real SSN Subsetting,
F&S = Filter & Change the Fiscal Year and/or Summary Level)
Sort Creafte a Relational Link
SD = Summarize ;
Data . {currently unavailable)

In the example that follows, a report will be created using:

e Fiscal Year 2000
e outpatient care data;

to find:

e Unique patients

e over age 50,

e By Means Test Indicator;
and show the numbers:

e For a specified VA facility.

} Set Parameters

} Filter & Sort

} Summarize Data
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Set Parameters

Sign on to the VSSC website. Select “Create Report” (Step 1), Fiscal Year 2000 (Step 2), facility summary level (Step 3),
and the Outpatient Encounters dataset (Step 4):

* ' Create Report and resources available through the ADUSH an
O the pange.
i R Allows users to customize reports using Inpatient PTF,
) j .
B Clinical Wait Time QOutpatient Files, Inpatient Census, Extended Care,
D55 Extended Care Census; Contract Hospital, FEE, RUG
™ Enrollment Surveys, VERA, AMIS, ASISTS, or KLF Unique SSH

alt
M Financial data. P
™ Human Resources (ADUSHY and the Metwarks. The WS5C support

Create Your Own Report

hMultiple Fiscal fears can be chosen by pressing the Cntl key while making those selections.

Select Summary
Level:

Sub-Station

Select Fiscal Year(s):

Step 3

Step 2

1999 |

Choose the Data Set{s) you wish to analyre.
Multiple choices must be of & similar type (Le. all Bedsection, elc)

hlain (discharge)
Badsectan
Surgical Procedures

Man-surgical procadures

huain [dischargs)
Bedsechon Bedsadion
Surgical Frocedurzs

Mer-surgical procedurss

min [discharge)

Wain [discharge)
Becsachon
Surgical Frocedures

Men-surgical Frocedures

Mon-surgical procedures

dain (discharge)
Sedsection
Surgical Procadures
|Mon-surgical Procadures

hen [dischargs)
Bedsaction
Surgical Frocedures
Mor-surgical Procedures

Clinic Stops
Outpatient Frocedures
Dliagnosis

Madicel (Culpabant)
Inpatient FTF
Inpatiznt Ancillznye
Fharmacy

Sub-Station Lavel

Dctoher Suraay

Scroll down and select View Later as the Submission Type (Step 5). This submission type is required for all outpatient data

and requires an Austin User ID and Password.
Step 5

CView Now | & View Later “7= ¢ Reset ' ¢ Data Set Contents
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The Report Management Tools screen appears next. For the example, data must be

Fllter and S Ort filtered to obtain patients over age 50 and then sorted to obtain unique records. This

involves using the Report Management Tools screen twice. First, select Subset on the
Report Management Tools screen (Step 6):

RepniMAnAgement Tanls

Click any of the following oplicns o parform the deacribad action.

Step 6
Dafine Non-Station Subset Criteria to Reducs Your Data Query Size
{this option needs a few seconds to load)

On the next screen, “Define Your Subsetting Criteria, a user specifies variables and operational statements and, for the
variable value, either types in or makes a selection from the possibilities that appear in the right box. The selections appear
in the lower box and comprise the that will be used to subset the data.

Dedine Your Subseiting

[Brackets] indicate the internal variable names in the Left list and internally stored values in the Right list,
Eriter Text 1o Find:

Top Qeturence in Les List | Top Occurnenc in Faght List

Mew Ocourrence in Left List | Mepd Ocourrance in Faght List
[AGE] AGE - : [01] COMPENZATION & FEMSIOMN
[OFRE] AGEMT DRANGE EXPOSURE (CLAMED) | [Hot Equal o (ME) [02] ORGAN DOMERE
AlEER AGAR Ginedar Than (*] [03] CLASS | DEMNTAL
[ AFFOIMTRENT TFE CODOE Less Than [€) [04] EMFLOTEE
[RA&0] CLAIMED RADIATIZN EXPOSLIRE Gireater Than or Egual To [*=] [05] PRIKA FACLE
[CFTT) CPT CODES 1 THRU 12 Less Than or Equal To (=) (6] AESEARCH
[CFT10 CPTI0 Betwean [07] COLLATERAL OF WET
[CFT11] CETIT I 4] SHARING AGREEMEMT
[CPT1Z] CPTI2 AND ﬁ:ﬁm
[CFT13] CPTI3 OR
[CPT14) CET14 HOT
[CFT1S] CPTIS {
[CFTE) CET? )
[CFT3)] CFT3
[CFT4] CFT4 =l

AEETFE = 049° =]
zl
Clear Enfire Box i Clear Lzt Hem Enered | Submi |

E|:|ur.:|| 10 (=) Step 8

For the example, select

Age (Step 7) and Greater EEE’:FE}] AGER Rl LA
Than (>) (Step 8); type [APPTYP]  APPOINT Less Than (<) <«
@€y [RAO) CLAIMED Greater Than or Equal Ta (»=
50 in the statément box [CFT1] CPT CODES Less Than or Equel Ta [<=)
(Step 9), and click on [CPT10] CRTID Between
Submit (Step 10): [CPT1] CPTN IN
[CPT12] CPTIZ AND
[CFT13] CFT13 OR
[CPT14] CPT14 NOT
[CPT15] CPT1E {
[CPTZ] CPT2 }
[CPTI] CPT3
[CFTH] CFT4 =l
AGE > 50 Step 10 x

Step 9 l/ =

Cleer Entire Box Claar Lastitem Enterad [ Submit |
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The Report Management Tools screen appears. To get a count of unique patients, as needed for the example, select Sort
option (Step 11):

Step &  Select Variable(s) to Sort
11 (sort order and the ability to unique records)

The screen “Select Your Sorting Order” appears. Scroll down in the left box and highlight the variable Scrambled Social
Security Number (Step 12); it will appear in the right box. At the bottom of the screen, check the first box to request unique
records (Step 13), and Submit (Step 14):

Select Your Sorting Order

[Brackets] indicate the internal variable names.

Erfer Text to Find:

| Click to Find Ascending sortis default

howe tem Up

PRV =] [[SCRASSN]  SCRAMBLED 55N

EROME bowve Bam Diown |

PROVE

PROWV?

PROVE .“E'EEIL'E.I'."._J

PROWVE

PEELIDD SN :

o L heark lem Descending

RACE CODE

BEAL SSH bk liem Ascending I

SCRAMBLED SEN |

=Ta Step 14
[HOMSTATE] STATE OF RESIDENCE cp
[HOMECHTY] STATE/COUNTY OF RESIDENCE Subimil
[STABA] STATION =l

Fieset I
Check here if vou wish 1o create unique records on vour sort key variable(s): Step 13
Check here o define First VAR andfor Last VAR Frocessing: T

The screen for Report Management Tools appears again.

Summarize Data

First, select the Group option on the Report Management Tools screen (Step 14):

Step 14 F &  Select Variable(s) to Group

(for summarized output, frequencies are default statistic)
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The next screen is “Select the Order of Your Grouping Variables.” The example requires only one grouping. In the left
box, highlight the variable Means Test Indicator (Step 15), which will appear in the right box, and Submit (Step 16):

aelact the Urder of Your Grouping Vanable(s

[Brackets] indicate the internal variable names.

Erter Taxt fo Find:

[ Click ta Find I Top variakles will be displaysd first.
LIG] ELIGIEILTY CODE MEAMS TEST INDICATOR
Step 15 K] EMVIROMMEMTAL IMOICATOR hove Itam Up
_ DMLESS] HOMELESS CODE
LOCWIZ] LOCATION OF VISIT
\[IMARITAL]  MARITAL STATUS ti-=Manveiam Uovn
[MEANT] WEAMNE TEST HOIAT OR: j
[MULTT MULTIPLE/SIMGLE STATION INDICATOR, I
MCODES]  MUMBER OF CFTS THIS SEGMENT w
[MDWAG] MUMBER OF DIAG CODES
MPROVID]  NUMBER OF PROY IDS THIS SEGMENT Step 16
[HPROY] MUMBER OF FROV THIS SEGMENT
[STAZN] PARENT STATION
el BRIMARY CLINIC STOP
[DXLSF] PRIMAFY O3 STAY (IC09) (B-DIGIT) Fesot |
[HOMERSA]  PRIMARY SERVICE AREA =l

When the Report Management Tools screen appears, select Station(s) and Submit Job (Step 17).

& Select Station(s) and Submit Joo == Step 17

Please Enter Austin
Because the report ease Enter Austin UserTd: [N a3 :
requires outpatient Password: -
data gn(ll) ARl 1vter the Aunstin name where your output will
,Srary uf “n;?smn e filed: File Format:
L e ot (Begin with userid, followed by period. Up io 58 ® Flat File (w
sc ree;1 is a prompt chareerers avery 8 separeged by periods.) f2.g., g SASN File (E
for information s ke # Delimited (no Header)
needed to put the
report in the user’s
Austin Automation Optional Austin Parameters:

Center account. Af-

ter completing the -
SCTeEN as apPropri- it i Check here to run at nighi: N

ate, click on OK Service Level Code:
(Step 18) apd VSR L eck here to format variables: &

the instruction on ®#0 o8

the resulting screen
(Step 19):

Opitionnd FTP & ZIP Functions:

rovide an TP address when you wish i send the compiled resulis directly back to your FTP server.
An UNZIP utility is reguired on your computer to properly handle the ZIP format fwhen chosen).

[ CE P P
TP Address: I Click here to create a compressed (zip)

version of your file: W

LoginID: | NN
L.ogin
assword;

V
Ok §
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I will remember your Userid for this session.

Step 19

Please Click the X in the upper right hand cormer of this small window.

On the next screen, select the facility to be included in the data submission (Step 20) and submit the job (Step 21).

aelect Facilities to be Included in Beport

ENTER TEXT TO FIMD: 101 VACO iI
| 200 ALSTIN
358 MANILA
359 HOMOLLILL
Click to Find | 163 ANCHORAGE RessttoBlank |
402 TOGUS

405 WHITE BIVER JUMCTION
436 FORT HARRISOM Yiew rour Selections
437 FARGO

438 SI0UK FALLS ;
452 WICHITA,
455 SAMN JUAN
459 HOMOLLULL
460 WILMINGTON = Step 21

The resulting screen is a report confirming submission of the example batch job.

= Return to the Report Management Tools to modify query parameters
" Save these query parameters for future Create sessions.

A baich job has been submitied on the mainframe ender your useric with & jobrname of 5 and job # of 16387
'ou can rmonitor this job's progress via the Check Job Steahis sCtion,
Once completed, the job's outpulwill reside in e lile nemad S EXAMPLE ontha maurrame.

'ou elso heve the ability bo wiew this file's contents through the browser vie the Yies Bepoz section.

A listing of yaur JOBMNAME: and JOB Ds:

JobNoawe JobID Stactua Frocess StepNum StepiName JP AaxComp Eecorda

Y R

JOBLE3BT X-ZYP MAIN 1 1 ZAS £} a

TEXEXTTTNRXITITTAEXAXITTTNEXZITTNTNS FAobtom of Docn TFFFFsrrasssvaassssasssaaagsuasaa™

The appearance of the completed report will depend on specifications made when providing the Austin User Id and pass-
word.

For some tasks, researchers with an Austin User ID and even limited SAS® expertise may find it more efficient to work
directly on the Austin computer to modify a previously used SAS® program or to quickly compose a new one. This would
be true, for example, if a report must include only patients with specified diagnoses and use of a SAS® array would be ad-
visable. A user could run this program at Austin with less commitment of user time, in light of the SAS® expertise needed
to create such a report through the “Create Report” process on the KLFMenu.

However, as stated earlier, researchers will find the KLFMenu a valuable means to quickly obtain data needed for planning
a study, developing a Letter of Intent, writing a proposal, and confirming or interpreting study analyses. It is a good invest-
ment of time for researchers to explore the VSSC website and become familiar with the many reports available via
KLFMenu.
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Sources of Additional Information

User ID and password for the Austin Automation Center

e  The Austin Help Desk
512-326-6780

e The VA Information Resource Center
http://www.virec.research.va.gov/TOOLKIT/VIRECINSIGHTS _VOL002NOO0O1.PDF

Utilizing the KLFMenu programs and selecting pre-defined reports
e The VSSC website

e The VSSC KLF Help Desk
vsscklfhd@med.va.gov

Utilizing and interpreting cost data
e  The Health Economics Resource Center
http://www.herc.research.med.va.gov/

Selecting data sources
e The VA Information Resource Center
http://www.virec.research.va.gov/TOOLKIT/VIRECINSIGHTS _VOL002NOO0O1.PDF
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