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	SAS Variable
	Description
	Comments
	Data Source(s)

	ACT_LAST_DT
	Most Recent Date of Healthcare or Benefit Activity.
	Complete Date  
	Derived from VA Utilization, C&P, Enrollment and CMS Data 

	ACT_LAST_DT_IND
	Numeric field indicating if the last date of Healthcare or Benefit Activity is a complete date in the source data (ACT_LAST_DT_TXT in the Vital Status MASTER SAS dataset).

Incomplete DOB source: FEE_DOB_TXT.
	The relevant ACT_LAST_DT_IND values are: 
Date Complete (‘1’), 

Century Missing (‘2’), 

No Last Activity Date Found (‘14’). 


	Derived from VA Utilization, C&P, Enrollment and CMS Data

	ACT_LAST_DT_SRC
	Indicates the data source for ACT_LAST_DT.
	Values can be:

PTF, ENC, FEE, DSS, CPM, ENR, CMS
	VA Utilization, C&P, Enrollment and CMS Data

	DOB
	Gold Standard Date of Birth
	Complete Date

Match Key in SCRSSN/DOB/SEX
	VA Utilization, C&P, Enrollment (may include data from CMS, SSA, BIRLS) 

	DOB_IND
	Numeric field indicating if Date of Birth (DOB) is a complete date in the source data.
Incomplete DOB sources in the Vital Status Master SAS dataset are: CPM_DOB_TXT, ENC_DOB_TXT, FEE_DOB_TXT.
	The relevant DOB_IND values are: Date Complete (‘1’), 

Century Missing (‘2’), Century/Day Missing (‘4’), Century/Month/Day Missing (‘5’), 4-Digit Year/Day Missing (‘8’), Day Missing (‘10’), 

Month/Day Missing (‘11’),

No Data (‘12’).
	Derived from  VA Utilization, C&P, Enrollment, BIRLS, SSA and MVS Data (may include data from CMS, SSA, BIRLS)

	DOB_SRC

	Data source for Date of Birth.

	Values can be:  PTF, ENC, FEE, DSS, CPM, ENR

If there is no DOB present from the source files (PTF, FEE, ENC, DSS, CPM, ENR) then DOB is assigned from one of the following three sources in the following order:

1. CMS

2. SSA

3. BRL
	VA Utilization, C&P, Enrollment (may include data from CMS, SSA, BIRLS)

	DOD

	Gold Standard Date of Death

	Complete Date
	VA Utilization, C&P, BIRLS, SSA and MVS Data.

	DOD_IND

	Numeric field indicating if Date of Death (DOD) is a complete date in the source data.
Incomplete DOD sources in the Vital Status Master SAS dataset are: CPM_DOD_TXT, FEE_DOD_TXT, SSA_DOD_TXT.
	The relevant DOD_IND values are: 

Date Complete (‘1’), 

Century Missing (‘2’), 

Century/Day Missing (‘4’), 

Day Missing (‘10’), 

No Data (‘12’).


	Derived from VA Utilization, C&P, BIRLS, SSA and MVS Data.

	DOD_SRC

	Data source for Date of Death.


	Values can be:  PTF, ENC, FEE, DSS, CPM,  BRL, SSA, MVS

Date of Death from the Enrollment data will not be considered as a source to determine Date of Death. 
	Derived from VA Utilization, C&P, BIRLS, SSA and MVS Data.

	LIVING_IND
	Presumed Living Indicator based on the Date of Death and the Last Date of Healthcare Utilization Activity.
	Allowed Values:

If there is a Date of Death recorded for the SCRSSN, then the Living Indicator is set to:
0 = Presumed Dead. 

Otherwise,  if there is no Date of Death for a SCRSSN, then the Living Indicator is set to: 
1 = Presumed Alive.

If the UTL_LAST_DT Date occurs more than 31 days after the Date of Death, the Living Indicator is set to:
2 = Death Date Found/Use After Death.  
	VA Utilization, C&P, Enrollment Data and BIRLS, SSA, MVS Data.

	SCRSSN
	Scrambled SSN
	Match Key in SCRSSN/DOB/SEX
	Derived from REALSSN

	SEX
	Gold Standard Gender


	Match Key  in SCRSSN/DOB/SEX
‘M’ = Male

‘F’ = Female
‘U’ = Unknown/Found In Source
‘N‘ = Not Found In Source
	VA Utilization, C&P, Enrollment, BIRLS, and MVS Data 

	USE_AFTER_DTH_FLG
	Indicates Use After Death, based on the Date of Death and the Last Date of Healthcare Utilization Activity.
	Values will be:

0 = No

1 = Yes

Calculation of this value is based on whether the last date of healthcare utilization (UTL_LAST_DT) occurs more than 31 days after the Date of Death (DOD). 

Last Use Date data from the CPMini and Enrollment source files are not included in this calculation because the Activity Dates from these sources are based on Benefit Activity and not on Healthcare Utilization Activity.
	Derived from VA Utilization and CMS Last Use Data

	UTL_LAST_DT
	Last Date of Healthcare Utilization Activity - most recent date from the healthcare data sources.
	Complete Date.

UTL_LAST_DT Source Data:

PTF_LAST_DT

ENC_LAST_DT

FEE_LAST_DT

DSS_LAST_DT

CMS_LAST_DT

If the Date reported in this value is sourced from FEE (FEE_LAST_DT), it may have been derived from an incomplete source date (FEE_LAST_DT_TXT) with missing Century.
	Derived from VA Utilization Data (PTF, Census, FEE, ENC, DSS) and CMS data.

	UTL_LAST_DT_IND
	Numeric field indicating if the Last Date of Healthcare Utilization Activity is a complete date in the source data (UTL_LAST_DT_TXT in the Vital Status MASTER SAS dataset).


	The relevant UTL_LAST_DT_IND indicator values are: 

Date Complete (‘1’), 

Century Missing (‘2’), 

No Utilization Date Found (‘13’).


	Derived from VA Utilization Data (PTF, Census, FEE, ENC, DSS)  and CMS data.

	UTL_LAST_DT_SRC
	Indicates the specific UTL_LAST_DT data source. 
	Allowable values:

Fee = FEE BASIS

DSS = DECISION SUPPORT SYSYTEM

PTF = INPATIENT ADMISSION

ENC = OUTPAT/INPAT ENCOUNTER

CMS = MEDICARE
	Derived from VA Utilization Data (PTF, Census, FEE, ENC, DSS)  and CMS data.


