
Areas of the brain that can be damaged in utero by maternal alcohol consumption 
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Hypothalamus–important 

Largest portion of the brain, 
including the cerebral hemi­

spheres (cerebral cortex and 
basal ganglia); involved in 
controlling consciousness 
and voluntary processes 

Outer layer of gray matter covering 
the surface of the cerebrum and the 

Part of the limbic system, 
which is involved in emotional 
aspects of survival behavior; 
also plays a role in memory 

Corpus Callosum 
A bundle of fibers connect­

ing the brain’s hemispheres 

Involved in maintenance of posture, 
balance, and coordination 

Basal Ganglia 
A group of structures lying deep 

in the brain involved in movement 
and cognition 

Septal area–related to the 
limbic system, which is in­
volved in emotional aspects 
of survival behavior 
Thalamus–a communica­
tion center that relays in­
formation to the cerebral 

Outermost portion of the 
cerebral cortex that con­
tains the most structurally 
complex brain tissue 

in maintaining the body’s 
internal environment, or 
homeostasis, through the 
receipt of sensory and 
chemical input 
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