
The Paiute people settled the area sometime after A.D. 1300. 
The Paiute language and culture suggests the Paiute people 
migrated south from the Great Basin. They hunted and 
gathered similar to Archaic period people. They moved with 
the changing seasons, living in brush structures they call 
wikiups. Paiute people relied on many resources found on the 
North Kaibab such as pine nuts, deer, mountain sheep, rabbits, 
and rock sources used to create tools. Although they did 
occasionally make pottery, they are best known for their 
beautiful basketry.
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The Paleoindian period began at the end of the last great Ice 
Age. People of this time period traveled in small groups. They 
moved often, following large herd animals such as bison 
and the woolly mammoth. They used spears with large stone 
points to hunt these animals. They took shelter in caves or 
built temporary structures to protect themselves from the 
elements. Sites from this period in North America are rare.

By 10,000 years ago, climate conditions were much like they 
are today. Many large animals went extinct during the 
warming  period following the end of the Ice Age. People on 
the  Arizona  Strip  adapted to this change by hunting deer and 
bighorn sheep. They began to use a new hunting tool called 
the atlatl, or spear thrower, which allowed them to hunt 
animals from greater distances. They also took advantage 
of the greater variety of wild plants available for food and 
other uses such as basketry. They continued to use caves and 
temporary shelters for housing, and moved frequently with 
changing seasons and the movement of animals.

The Formative period was marked by a major shift in lifestyle. 
During this period people domesticated plants such as corn, 
beans, squash, and cotton, and began farming as a way of life. 
This allowed people to settle in one place for longer periods 
of time. As a result, they built stone houses and established 
small villages. They were known as the ancient Puebloan 
people. New technologies such as pottery were developed and 
the bow and arrow began to be used for hunting.  By the 
early thirteenth century, these farming communities were 
no longer present on the Arizona Strip. 

Spanish   explorers  visited  the  area   in  1776  where   they 
encounter  Paiute   people   living   on  the   Kaibab   Plateau. 
However, it was  not until the  1850’s that  Euro-americans 
began to settle the area. Early   settlers  grazed  sheep  and 
cattle   on   the  Forest  and  used  lumber  from  the  Kaibab 
Plateau to build  local  communities.  Some prospecting and 
mining also occurred.  In 1908, the  Kaibab National Forest 
was established and in 1919,  Grand Canyon National Park 
was designated from within the Forest boundaries, making 
the   area   a  popular  destination  for  tourists.    Kaibab is 
a Paiute term meaning mountain  lying  down.   The  Kaibab 
Paiute  Tribe lives  near the Forest  and considers  it  part of 
their traditional homeland.
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