
Kaibab NF Forest Plan Need for Change Comments 11/8/2006

PLAN 
COMPONENT SUBCATEGORY COMMENT FROM WORKING GROUPS/INDIVIDUALS

Suitability of 
Uses

General (multiple 
use, resource 

concerns, user 
conflicts)

Comment

1 1 Like multiple use concept. Continue.
1 1 Beautiful forest. Like to see cows, range management. Support multiple use.

1 1 Like that the Forests have multiple use (range, hunting, timber to improve forest health)

1 1 Concern recent legislation encourages wildland fire use. Need to address the unintended 
consequences such as bark beetles, effects to range, wildlife. Need to assess.

1 1 Accommodate all users.
1 1 Run the forest according to multiple use.
1 1 It is good that there are no major plans for development on the Kaibab Plateau.
1 1 Public lands are available for multiple use.

1 1
The primary intent of the Congressional Act that created the Forest Service, and other acts, 
was to insure that lands are managed for multiple use to the level that is sustainable over 
time.

Suitability of 
Uses Recreation Activities Comment

1 2 Really enjoy the scenery and variety of opportunities.

1 2 Appreciate diversity of recreation opportunities especially dispersed camping availability.

1 2 Problems with trail use conflicts between horses, mountain bikes, and hikers.
1 2 Plan for separate or days to eliminate user conflicts.

1 2 Much more tourism/recreation use. Need to make sure plan addresses this and other 
multiple uses.

1 2 Potential user conflicts between skiers, hikers, bikes, etc.
1 2 Consider zones for different recreation activities.

1 2 Recreation activities concentrated along Highway 67. Are there other opportunities for 
dispersed and developed recreation, including winter recreation?

1 2 Cross country skiing is on the east side of Hwy 67 and snowmobiling on the west side. This 
was well thought out.

Suitability of 
Uses Grazing Comment

1 3 Glad to see range allotments well managed.

1 3 All grazing should be done in a sustainable manner and include wildlife and livestock.

1 3 Where is the data that supports grazing utilization?

1 3 Cows don't need to be everywhere, in wildernesses grandfathered leases need to be bought 
out (Sycamore Canyon).

1 3
Concern that the science the Forest Service is using for grazing management is out of date. 
Should be using steady state and transitional pathways. Has been used very sucessfully in 
Nevada (Cottonwood Allotment).

1 3 Proper allotment management can create restoration.
1 3 People would invest their own money to improve grazing management.

1 3 Permit structure (grazing) is biologically insane. Should be according to environmental 
conditions.

1 3 Do not believe that cows belong in the wilderness.
1 3 Grazing leases done on a scientific basis, similar to Diablo Trust.

1 3 In regards to grazing guidelines, how do (FS) set the rules and where is the data to support 
these limits?

Suitability of 
Uses Travel Management Comment

1 4 In the future we need to be concerned about travel management.

1 4 A NF where use of motorized vehicles is regulated in a way to maintain the natural state.

Suitability of 
Uses Minerals Comment

1 5 Concern for the potential of uranium mining coming to the forest.
1 5 Were quarry restoration has been done it has worked well.
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PLAN 
COMPONENT SUBCATEGORY COMMENT FROM WORKING GROUPS/INDIVIDUALS

Socio-Economic 
Sustainability or 

Desired 
Conditions

Forest Products Comment

2 6 Like to see the FS have the ability to harvest timber that may support communities and be 
used as a tool to meet vegetation structure.

2 6 Want to see forest product, eg. kitty litter.
2 6 Thinning and pruning provides for a safer forest.

2 6 Would like to see the Forest Service have their whole toolbox back, e.g. if you only have a 
match, that is what you will use. Vegetation management.

2 6 FS to facilitate the productive use of thinning materials, such as stewardship contracts used 
on the Apache-Sitgreaves NF.

2 6 Would like to see use of materials including small diameter materials.

2 6 Increased fees for extractive uses of the Forest (ie Grazing fees, increased, Christmas tree 
permit fees increased).

2 6 Enjoys picking pinyon nuts and no need for a pass (Red Rock) to do so.
2 6 Minimize reliance on resource extraction.

Socio-Economic 
Sustainability or 

Desired 
Conditions

Fire Comment

2 7 Need to treat after fire. Avoid "pixie sticks". Wood doesn't rot fast. Maybe use for forest 
products.

2 7

Slash disposal after treatment or fire impedes wildlife, human & cattle access. - if left on 
site. - Use for biomass possibly
- Sell or give away
. Example: White Mtns.

2 7 Concerned about the fuels around the lodge
2 7 Minimizing the amount of smoke from vegetative treatments.

Socio-Economic 
Sustainability or 

Desired 
Conditions

Social (concerns, 
desires, culture) Comment

2 8 Like that there is distinct cultures (native americans & early pioneers). To get rid of multiple 
uses is to get extinguish these cultures because these cultures are tied to the land.

2 8
Concerned that local people are getting cut out of the places they have been going all of 
their lives because of closed roads, certain uses are restricted, uncertain about the rules 
(what can you do & where?),uncomfortable because it no longer feels open, wood cutting.

2 8 Concern by local people that they are being ignored & oppressed. They love the forest but 
they are discouraged by the process and a lack of understanding.

2 8 We want to feel like humans not machines. Need to re-inforce the feeling that they are 
important as people.

2 8 Pioneer spirtit is about freedom. Want to be able to ise wood for personal use, not just 
firewood.

2 8
FS has lost support in rural America. Support has faced; come up with a plan to reach out to 
this community. What we're (FS) getting done? What is not getting done? Where do we need 
help.

2 8 Would like to see more access to a diverse population.

2 8 Consideration should be given to historical cultures. ie: cowboy culture, pioneer culture.

2 8

Would like to see a discussion on separate socio-economic analyses that focuses on NK. 
Europeans and worldwide especially appreciate rural, Native American, pioneer cultures 
and land uses. Intense interest worldwide about Mormons, pioneers. Don't want to lose 
historic uses. Any population values ranching.

2 8 Concerned about areas fenced to keep people out; want to know what I can/cannot do.

2 8

People love the forest but feel they are being ignored. Can't understand FS information 
materials, care about what happens to the forest, feeling of oppression by gov't and FS. Felt 
oppressed/frustrated even before Warm Fire. Reinforced feelings already present--culture 
being extinguished.
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2 8 Thought more people would be here, the fact that they aren't should tell us not to forget 
those folks. Don't forget your customers especially the Riches, your key customers.

2 8 Would like to feel welcomed.
2 8 Manage the forest for sustainability and quality of life.
2 8 Like a forest that can be used by grand kids, family.
2 8 Like camping wildlife scenery overlooks (Oak Creek, the Peaks, etc.)
2 8 Love the forest, it is where our lives are focused.

Socio-Economic 
Sustainability or 

Desired 
Conditions

General Economics Comment

2 9 Concerned over the pro-business attitude in the FOrest Service, it has led to corruption, e.g. 
ski area and Yauapai land exchange.

2 9 Like that there is a forest, for the forest's sake. Appreciation of indirect economic benefit, 
beyond resource extraction.

2 9 Major wildfire would have impacts on tourism and forest health.

2 9 Coconino county is working on 2 economic initiatives that target 6 areas in the county.

Socio-Economic 
Sustainability or 

Desired 
Conditions

Heritage/Cultural 
Resources Comment

2 10 Appreciate the cultural resource, Keyhole Sink.

2 10 Damage to archaeological sites in the Upper Basin because people don’t know they are 
there.
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PLAN 
COMPONENT SUBCATEGORY COMMENT FROM WORKING GROUPS/INDIVIDUALS

Ecological 
Sustainability or 

Desired 
Conditions

Ecological 
Sustainability Comment

3 11 Concerned over loss of wildlife species due to increased land development and affects to 
balance nature.

3 11 Histor. Range of variation can help us look at past & how departed from that.
3 11 Drought is a major impactor that deeply effects every activity and NFS lands.
3 11 Like to see a forest with stand global warming, drought.

3 11 More ecological restoration, not solely to reduce fuels, but to just restore the "natural state", 
presettlement.

3 11 Manage lands for multiple use but to be healthy and sustainable over a longer time period.

3 11 There are not many invasive species.
Ecological 

Sustainability or 
Desired 

Conditions

Desired Conditions Comment

3 12 Having opportunities for dispersed camping is important, the challenge is managing this.

3 12 Desired condition around actual inhabitants of the forest, specifically northern goshawks 
instead of Mexican Spotted Owls.

3 12 Like to see a mosaic that provides the best habitat in all vegetative types.
3 12 Like hiking in the quiet and the spirital connection.
3 12 Glad that riparian areas are protected.
3 12 Like biological diversity, i.e. flowers, trees, & mushrooms.
3 12 Like seeing wildlife in open space, plants, and trees. Don't want to loose.

3 12 Like biological diversity, concerned about noxious weeds and vehicle access especially on 
the North Kaibab RD.

3 12 Want to see more aspen regeneration.
3 12 Manage for goshawks and goshawk guidelines.
3 12 Like North Kaibab examples of old growth ponderosa pine.

3 12 There is value in having a National Forest neighboring a National Park. It provides different 
recreation opportunities.

3 12 Guiding principles to maintain and conserve the flora, fauna, & species diversity.
3 12 Appreciate the quiet in the forest. It is special.

3 12 Also manage for deer high concentrations of deer and turkeys in areas with opening and 
cover. Currently fire has removed low cover and edge. Need hiding and thermal cover.

Ecological 
Sustainability or 

Desired 
Conditions

Desired Conditions Comment

3 12 Like to see the FS taking the lead for publicizing the need and return the forest to a natural 
condition (pre-Columbian).

3 12 Like to see us identify desired reference condition, absent of debate over pre-Columbian or 
relict.

3 12 Because things change over time we should what we want.
3 12 Would like to see a less dense forest with more big trees.
3 12 Would like to see less trees based on water.
3 12 Get quiet back.
3 12 Returning to grasslands.

3 12 Finding different life forms or distrubance creates intellectual stimulation and personal 
growth.

3 12 Have a non-motorized weekend once a month to provide for quiet.
3 12 Appreciate the pristine nature of the area.

3 12 Forest maintain their natural state also don't want forests to become amusement parks.

3 12
1. Logging and other extractive industries should be carefully managed to protect the 
biological and aesthetic value of the forest. Old growth forest, where it exists, should be 
given a high level of protection from logging.

3 12 Like the buffalo.
3 12 Clear out the underbrush.
3 12 Don not over thin
3 12 Manage different habitat types differently.
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3 12 Like to see maximized opportunity for goshawks on NKRD, even in mixed conifer. Like the 
vegetative structural stages.

3 12 Recognise aspen in this round of planning, thrive.
3 12 Place an emphasis on aspen.
3 12 Enjoys wide-open spaces of the Kaibab. The grasslands a unique resource.
3 12 Mix of tree species is good at DeMotte Park.

3 12
Want to see something done about degraded PJ habitat, restored herbaceous layer and 
functioning watershed. Want to see openings, places that are dense and places that are 
open.

3 12 Restoration and maintenance of wildlife habitat.
3 12 The forest is a tinder box and it scares me.

3 12
Plan should take into account a realistic range of variation that considers drought, funding, 
other legitimate uses and the effects on wildlife, plants, soils, hydrological systems, 
recreation, timber treatments, grazing, wilderness and special management areas.

Ecological 
Sustainability or 

Desired 
Conditions

Desired Conditions Comment

3 12 Recreation emphasis is good, like the Rainbow Rim trail and mountain biking opportunities.

3 12 Want to do more recreationally.  Want to attract people here and keep them here longer.

3 12 Value the diverse recreation opportunities that the forest creates so that the Grand Canyon 
Park has a buffer to reduce over development of the tourist industry.

3 12 For more developed campgrounds to hand the traffic from the Phoenix valley.
Ecological 

Sustainability or 
Desired 

Conditions

Both Sustainability 
and Desired 
Conditions

Comment

3 13 Desired structure for vegetation that can live in dry climate.

3 13
Like to see recognition of the role Native Americans played in maintaining/managing the 
landscape that the vegetation and wildlife are adapted to. ie: lower tree densities than we 
have today.

3 13 Create and preserve bio-diversity and watershed function.
3 13 Concerned about the amount of fuels and the wildland fire hazard

Ecological 
Sustainability or 

Desired 
Conditions

Forest Health Comment

3 14 Like that the Forest Service encourages private land owners to thin their land.
3 14 Like a healthy forest.
3 14 Important to continue thinning on the forest.

3 14 All uses benefit when resources managed for ecological health. Take hard look at urban 
areas around Forest and their influences.

3 14 Goal is a heathly forest to allow wildfires to burn.
3 14 Want to see good forest health.
3 14 Kaibab NF to remain "healthy" not suffered from catastrophic events.
3 14 End result should be to create a healthy safe forest.
3 14 Need better forest health. Can use biomass from thinning.
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PLAN 
COMPONENT SUBCATEGORY COMMENT FROM WORKING GROUPS/INDIVIDUALS

Special Areas None Comment
4 15 Like to see areas that are roadless remain roadless, especially the Arizona Strip.

4 15 Would like to revisit the history of the Grand Canyon Game Preserve and increase its 
recogition and management.

4 15 I am an advocate for the preservation of wilderness values on our public lands.

4 15
As explained in the Federal Register special areas are a very important aspect in this round 
of plannning and should be addressed with all necessary resources and adequate time for 
the public to interact. This should be part of the collaborative process.
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PLAN 
COMPONENT SUBCATEGORY COMMENT FROM WORKING GROUPS/INDIVIDUALS

Agency Capacity
Boundary and 

Agency 
Coordination

Comment

5 16 Like to see forest coordination for fisheries.

5 16 Like the cooperation and input with local fire department in development of PFAC/WFAC. 
Also like cooperation in training and drills.

5 16 Like to see the management of wildlife corridors across agency boundaries.

5 16 Would like to see a continious greenbelt and habitat across agency boundaries for 
migrating wildlife.

5 16 Like a cooperating organization to formalize cooperation among state/federal/local 
agencies. Intergrated management.

5 16 We need to take into consideration for adjacent landowners and agencies work 
together/coordinate. Cross boundary management Eg. grazing allotments

5 16

Could do other partnerships like BLM: multiple groups work to implement. Not just planning. 
Example: Agua Fria Grassland Assoc. 
Sonoita Valley Planning Partnership
4C Group North of I-10 - these are multiple assoc.

5 16 Don't understand the sense of adversity between the City of Williams and the Forest Service 
over cell phone towers.

5 16 Coronado has worked w/ county, city & state on projected land use & transportation 
patterns

5 16 Want more collaboration with Camp Navajo, the Coconino NF, and the Centenial Forest to 
facilate wildlife migration.

5 16 Want to see research in conjunction with Arizona Game & Fish and the US Fish & Wildlife 
Service in management of endagered species.

5 16 Appreciate the input of various tribes.

Agency Capacity
Boundary and 

Agency 
Coordination

Comment

5 16 Like idea of interagency cooperation, more effective resource management and 
communication.

5 16 Like collaboration between agencies, Tusayan RD, Forest Service, and National Park 
Service.

5 16 Better coordination between Grand Canyon National Park and FS.

5 16 Get away from protecting turf, federal agencies apply the same science between agencies.

5 16 Coordinate more with ADOT
5 16 Respect for native beliefs and culture to prevent clash with management.
5 16 More consideration/analysis in consultation with tribes.

5 16 Continue coordinating with state and federal agencies, speak with one voice, not have 
differing rules were no need.

5 16 Arizona Strip and Canyon economic alliance.  Tourism development to wean local 
communities from dependence on commodities.

5 16 Kaibab NF maintains as a "buffer" to Grand Canyon National Park.

Agency Capacity Law Enforcement 
(needs, concerns) Comment

5 17 Control open camping, campfires, and quads. These activities can be destructive.
5 17 Like to see more law enforcement both presence and enforcability
5 17 Poaching of wood, rock, and wildlife is rampant.
5 17 Wheeled traffic in wilderness areas must be prevented, including bikes.
5 17 Enforcement has no teeth, recreational, shooting, motorized travel.

5 17 Challenge to manage dispersed camping as growth occurs, i.e. trash from dispersed use.

5 17 Stricter enforcement of trash dumping on the forest.

5 17 Angry that the Forest Service has been so downsized that there is not enough presence in 
the field.

5 17 As growth occurs how does regulation keep up?
5 17 Need stronger fines and penalties for violations.

5 17 Don't have the staff to keep the lakes open year round. If you do not have the staff to protect 
from vandals why build the facilities.

5 17 It is a free for all without an LEO.  District staff is not large enough to provide sufficient 
enforcement.

5 17 Have lost law enforcement that has local knowledge. Cooperation among agencies needed 
for law enforcement.
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Agency Capacity
Volunteer and 

Partnership 
Opportunities

Comment

5 18 Would like to see the Forests work with user groups to assist w/ trail maint.

5 18 When providing volunteer help, it is frustrating to find the appropriate contacts. Forest 
needs a volunteer coordinator.

5 18 Need more use of volunteers with fire rehabilitation.

5 18 Like to see Forest Service cooperation with more publics/groups for volunteer work for 
resource management.

5 18 Want to see increased volunteer opportunities that include limbing, pruning, and piling.

5 18 Individual forest need to have a volunteer coordinator.

5 18 Concern over length of time to enact protection measures to ongoing natural resource 
damage, develop a process to utilize volunteers.

5 18 Game management, cooperation with Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation is very important.

Agency Capacity Funding and 
Allocation of Funds Comment

5 19 Balance [fire and timber managemnent] so all resources not all going into suppression.

5 19 Thinning program very worth while.

5 19 Many hunters would be happy to pay double fees to hunt in the game preserve if the money 
was going to habitat improvement.

Agency Capacity Education and 
Public Involvement Comment

5 20 Get groups together to work on common ground to address ways to do fire/fuels mgmt.

5 20 Keeping people out of the forest during critical times, loses the opportunity for 
environmental literacy.

5 20 Invasive sp. need to understand so can do something about.

5 20 Community weed program, adopt a road, a presence at dispersed recreation sites to 
educate.

5 20 Making progress on joint clean up program, trash on the National Forest and education.

5 20 Like the collaboration effort with the district on WUI protection.

5 20 Educational component to clean up efforts, look for ways to collaborate with the county.

5 20 FS has stayed back instead of taking the lead in saying we need to use all tools available, 
not just one tool.

5 20 North Kaibab RD the major use is recreation, specifically Grand Canyon visitors.
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PLAN 
COMPONENT SUBCATEGORY COMMENT FROM WORKING GROUPS/INDIVIDUALS

Objectives Fuels Reduction Comment

6 21 Need to reintroduce fire and timber management to regain forest health [for] funct. fire 
adapted ecosystems

6 21 Like to see more active manage. of fuels reduction & [... to next comment]
6 21 Like to see a small diameter mill to utilize thinned pine.
6 21 Add a biomass plant to utilize product instead of producing smoke.

6 21 More areas should be treated using prescribed fire. Should target smaller areas and look at 
seasonal timing. 

6 21 Forest plan should support biomass utilization.
6 21 Fire will never create the mosaic that is desirable.
6 21 Consider mechanical treatments before prescribed fire use.

Objectives Interpretation and 
Education Comment

6 22 Need a process for providing feedback from the public. ie: suggestion boxes.
6 22 FS websites can be difficult to interpret - too much information presented?

6 22 Would like to have interpretation return to forest programs and an increased Forest Service 
presense at dispersed campsites.

6 22 More information needs to be available (kiosk), volunteer staffed? to make sure information 
is available.

6 22 Better information dissemination; more info kiosks closer to users. A variety of information: 
restrictions, wildlife, history, etc.

6 22 Would like a highly friendly and coopoerative relationship with the Forest Service. 
Employees have a lot of contact with the public and can help share information.

6 22 Use website to put links to other areas.
6 22 Need more maps more available, easier to use.
6 22 Appreciate the interpretive signs

6 22 People don’t inderstand what is and what is not allowed on National Forest System lands.

6 22 Develop a brochure to let folks know what they can and can not do in the forest.
6 22 Like interpretation information like is at Keyhole Sink.
6 22 Important to have Forest Service visitor education and contacts.
6 23 Access to the Forest and proximity to Phoenix.
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