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Love them. Protect them. Immunize them.

Working together with Vaccination Week in the Americas

Vaccination: an act of love






Overview
Outstanding progress has been made in immunization rates for children younger than two years old.  Immunization coverage rates in the United States for vaccines routinely recommended for infants and young children remain at or near record highs.  For example, rates for measles, rubella, and three doses of Hib and Hep B are greater than 90 percent.  However, there is still much work to be done. Over one million of our nation’s children are not adequately immunized and each day nearly 12,000 children are born and each in need of protection from diseases. Thousands of lives are in jeopardy from vaccine-preventable diseases, and hundreds of thousands of dollars are being spent on the care of disease stricken children whose illnesses could have been avoided. National and community organizations and health departments can play an important role in ensuring that all our children are appropriately immunized by the age of two. Healthcare providers need to actively communicate with parents and caregivers about immunization, especially when improvements in vaccines result in changes to the immunization schedule.

Parents and caregivers need to know that their children can and will be protected against many childhood diseases. During National Infant Immunization Week (NIIW) and Vaccination Week in the Americas (VWA), efforts will be made in hundreds of communities around the United States and throughout the Western Hemisphere to increase awareness of the importance of immunization and to achieve immunization goals. 
NIIW provides an opportunity to:

· Highlight the importance and benefits of childhood immunizations, especially to parents. 

· Educate parents and caregivers about the importance of vaccination in protecting their children from birth against vaccine-preventable diseases.

· Focus attention on our immunization achievements and celebrate the accomplishments made possible through successful collaboration. 

· Revitalize efforts to protect children against vaccine-preventable diseases and give them a healthy start in life.

· Encourage better communication between parents and healthcare providers.

· Remind parents and caregivers they need to make and keep needed immunization appointments.

· Provide parents and caregivers with a toll-free number, 800-CDC-INFO (800-232-4636), to locate a facility that offers immunizations (Vaccines for Children’s program) for their child.

NIIW also supports efforts to:

· Work with state and local health departments and local coalitions to develop and implement a local communication strategy to increase awareness of the importance of immunization and improve local immunization coverage rates as measured by the National Immunization Survey.

· Create events that attract community and media to increase the number and visibility of national and local media stories on infant immunization.

· Provide a forum to pitch news stories, provide a media hook to interest local media in developing feature stories on the importance of childhood immunization, and create opportunities for local media interviews with immunization experts.

· Recognize local partners and volunteers for their year-round efforts helping to raise childhood immunization coverage, with special emphasis on completing the vaccination series.

· Create opportunities for local organizations and agencies to work together as coalitions.
This website is designed to facilitate your participation in this national effort. Specifically, it will help you to develop activities and events that:
· Educate parents and caregivers about the importance of immunizing infants

· Encourage parents and caregivers to check their children’s immunization records

· Encourage healthcare providers to talk with parents and caregivers about immunization services and options
· Attract community and media to increase the number and visibility of local media stories on infant immunization.

The website divides program planning into five steps:
1. Lay the foundation: Review past and existing programs, assess needs and resources, and determine clear objectives.
2. Select activities: Avoid rushing to activities, follow a systematic and evidence-based process to identify and select activities that will effectively meet your objectives.
3. Plan activities: Turn ideas into action by establishing clear steps to take you from site selection to post-event follow up.
4. Build partnership support for immunization activities: Expand your partnerships and work with media to support and maximize the reach of your activities.
5. Evaluate activities: Assess accomplishments and lessons learned so you can build on success and strengthen future activities.
Following these steps will help you create a program that is tailored to the needs of your community or enhance your existing program.  Some communities will have the resources to undertake the major activities, while others may focus on more modest, but strategically targeted activities. No matter what you are able to do, your activities will be a vital part of the many immunization education activities being developed all over the country as part of NIIW and throughout the Western Hemisphere as part of Vaccination Week in the Americas. 
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