
ADMINISTRATIVE MEMO FOR THE RECORD - ORDER 01-08-03 
SUBJECT 
Implementation of a Temporary Forest Closure Order for the Angeles National Forest. 
DECISION 
It is my decision to issue a Forest Order authorizing a temporary closure of a portion of the Angeles National Forest, 
including the closure of the National Forest Roads and Trails within the area due to the Buckweed Fire.  The closure will 
be effective from November 8, 2008 through November 7, 2009.  The closure will address public health and safety 
concerns and protect forest resources and facilities while allowing more complete re-growth and ecosystem recovery in 
the burn area.   
 
NEED FOR THE PROPOSED ACTION 
The need for this action is based on the protection of the public health and safety and protection of forest resources and 
improvements with in the closure area. 
The Buckweed Fire Burn Area Emergency Response (BAER) report determined that threats to public safety, property 
and resource values exist.  The area is subject to unstable soil, loose rocks, debris and snags which create safety 
hazards and potential resource damage. The Baer report identified a 12 month area closure as one of treatments to 
encourage vegetative/ecosystem recovery.  Due to the lack of vegetative growth in the last 12 months the threats to 
public safety, property and forest resources still exist.   
REASONS FOR CATEGORICALLY EXCLUDING THE PROPOSED ACTION 
 
This decision is categorically excluded from documentation under Forest Service Handbook 1909.15, Section 31.12(1) 
– Orders issued pursuant to 36 CFR Part 261 – Prohibitions to provide short-term resource protection or to protect 
public health and safety.  This action is not subject to appeal.  There are no extraordinary circumstances that would 
preclude the use of this categorical exclusion. 
 
 
PARTNER COORDINATION AND PUBLIC NOTICE  
 
Public Notice is through News Releases, Web Page and Forest Service Office postings. 
Coordination with the following co-operating agencies and companies has been ongoing and will continue until 
completion of the repairs: 
 
Ventura County:   Public Works Department 
    Fire Department 
    Sheriff’s Department 
 
Santa Barbara County:  Public Works Department 
    Fire Department 
    Sheriff’s Department 
 
Los Angeles County:   Public Works Department 
    Fire Department 
    Sheriff’s Department 
 



State of California:   Department of Water Resources 
Department of Fish and Game 

    Highway Patrol 
    CalTrans 
 
IMPLEMENTATION DATE 
 
This action may be implemented immediately. 
 
APPROVED this 7 day of November: 
 
 

  
___________________________________ 
JODY NOIRON  
Forest Supervisor  
Angeles National Forest 


