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April 22, 2003

CGeneral Tokn J. Kelty, I

Aszsistant Administrator for Weather Services

National Weather Service — NOAA

Room 18150

Silver Spring Metro Center [I Via Fax: 301-587-4524
Silver Spring, MD 20910 Original by Regolar Mail

Dear Jack:

1 am writing to you in your official capacity 2g Assistant Administestor for Weather Services.
Plegse consider this to be formal complaint under the Implementation Section of the Policy
Statement of the Weather Services/Privata Sector Roles — The National Weather Service and the
Priate Weather Industry; A Public — Private Partnership, 56 Federal Register 13, pp. 1984-1986,
Yanuary 18, 199] (Public/Private Partmership)

It has come to ourt attention that Natfonal Weather Service offices in Miami is now offering
weather nfarmation to wireless devices over at least two separate URLs.

We believe that these are specialized services in the realm of the private sector. Such services
have been developed and implemented and am already on-fine through a vanety of partnerships
between the Commercial Weather Industry and the telecoremunications industry, We believe
thae this is tot2lly outside of the mission of the Nationa! Weather Service, competitive with
private indnstry, a waste (if not misuse of taxpayer dollars) and n breach of faith with the private
BeCtor,

Ed Iohnson, Dircoter of the Nationa! Weather Service Office of Strategic Planning and Policy, in
a presenfalion te the National Regearch Council on February 19, 2002 is quoted as saying “to
take advantage of wireless services 1o the public, the National Waather Service nocd not invest
inany new camununications mirastructire. Indeed the National Weather Service has no plans for
disseminating weather informarion via wireless devices.”

These services are in direct competition of services that have existed in the privam sector now for
some [ime. These partnerships between Commercial Weather Industry companies and
communicationg companies involve substantial investments which we believe is now subject to
risk and unfair competition by the National Weather Service and in vielation of the commitment
made by Ed Johnson to the National Research Counei) and on which many have relicd
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We believe this NW'S acrivity is in violation of the Public/Private Pastnershin, which states in
part “the National Weather Service witl not compete with the private sector when a service is
coirently provided or can be provided by commercial enterprises, unless atherwise directed by
applicable Jaw.” We believe the NWS's own policy as quoted ahove plus other sactions thereof
limits its involvement with the media to direct participation with radio 2nd television only in
urgent sibtations involving exireme weather, for the protection of life and property, not routine
provision of media products and servicss as these Internet/wireless products repregent and that
are already available in the private sector,

We alsa believe this activity violates the spirit and intent of varjous federal laws including, but
not limited to:

i. Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
2. Federal Activitics Inventary Reform (PAIR) Act of 1908
3. OMB Circular No. A-130
4. OMB Circular No. A-T6
And, we believe this activity violates internal NWS policics and directives,

Further we do not belizve this competitive activity, funded by taxpayer dollars, was
couternplaied by Congress in funding the Nationat Wearher Service,

We roquest this sctivity be halted immediatelv and that all National Weather Service offices be
informed of their obligations.

Your mast serious immediate attention to this is requested.
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€C.  Gleon E. Talka, Esquire
Joel . Myers
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