
Primary Source Investigation 
Brief background:  Labor 
 
 

 
Mother Jones  (with Calvin Coolidge) Born Mary Harris, Mother Jones was one of the 
most effective Union organizers. A contemporary West Virginia District Attorney 
declared her “the most dangerous woman in America.” 
 
Cite as: 
 
Mother Jones. c1924. Prosperity and Thrift: The Coolidge Era and the Consumer 

Economy, 1921-1929. American Memory. Library of Congress. 
<http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/query/r?ammem/coolbib:@field(NUMBER+@band(cph+3c11391))>. 

 

 
Eight Hour Union Scrap Tobacco advertising 
 
Cite as: 
 
Wright, Richard Harvey. Eight Hour Union Scrap. Emergence of Advertising in America, 

1850-1920: Selections from the Collections of Duke University. Rare Book, 
Manuscript, and Special Collections Library, Duke University. American Memory. 
Library of Congress. <http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/query/r?ammem/eaa:@field(DOCID+@lit(D0351))>. 

 

 
Sonnet  
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Cite as:   
 
Miller, Alice Duer. “Sonnet” (from Are Women People? Rhymes for Suffrage Times). 

c1915. Votes for Women: Selections from the National American Woman Suffrage 
Association Collection, 1848-1921.  American Memory.  Library of Congress. 
<http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/ampage?collId=rbnawsa&fileName=n3348/rbnawsan3348.db&recNum=20>.  

 

 
The Workers Anvil (transcript with links to sheet music) 
 
Cite as:   
 
Mayeriny, C.F. “The Workers’Anvil”. Rochester, 1878. Music for the Nation: American 

Sheet Music. American Memory. Library of Congress. 
<http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/ampage?collId=mussm&fileName=sm/sm1878/08600/08687/mussm08687.db
&recNum=0&itemLink=r?ammem/mussm:@field(NUMBER+@band(sm1878+0
8687))&linkText=0>. 

 
 
Fight for Union Recognition  Recorded in a Farm Security Administration migrant 
worker camp in Bakersfield, California, August 15, 1940. 
 
Cite as:   
 
Latham, Jack. Fight for Union Recognition. Bert Rains and Ruby Rains. 15 Oct 1940.  

Voices from the Dust Bowl: The Charles L. Todd and Robert Sonkin Migrant 
Worker Collection, 1940-1941. American Memory. Library of Congress. 
<http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/query/r?ammem/toddbib:@field(DOCID+@lit(4141a2))>. 

 

 
Why belong to the Union? Published in Opportunity: A Journal of Negro Life, which 
began publication in 1922 as the National Urban League's official voice to its largely 
African American readership.  For more information, see the Guide to People, 
Organizations and Topics <http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/coolhtml/coolenin.html>  in 
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the American Memory collection Prosperity and Thrift 
<http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/coolhtml/coolhome.html>. 
 
Cite as:   
 
Green, William. “Why Belong to the Union?” Feb 1926. Prosperity and Thrift: The 

Coolidge Era and the Consumer Economy, 1921-1929.  American Memory.  
Library of Congress.  <http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/ampage?collId=amrlgs&fileName=op2page.db&recNum=30>. 

 

 
Strike memories  A life history from the Federal Writers Project; November 14, 1938; 
poem by Victor Campbell 
 
Cite as:   
 
Campbell, Victor. “Strike Memories.” American Life Histories: Manuscripts from the 

Federal Writers' Project, 1936-1940. American Memory. Library of Congress. 
<http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/ampage?collId=wpa2&fileName=22/2202/22020227/wpa222020227.db&rec
Num=12>. 

 

 
Labor Party, First National convention 
 
Cite as:   
 
Burke & Friedmann. Labor Party, First National convention. Chicago, 1919. Panoramic 

Photographs. Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 
20540 USA. American Memory. Library of Congress. <http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/query/r?ammem/pan:@field(NUMBER+@band(pan+6a35036))>. 
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