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Agenda Item 3: Report on relevant outcomes from other pertinent meetings

Report of relevant outcomes from the 2nd meeting of the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) Trans-Regional Airspace and Supporting ATM Systems Steering Group (TRASAS/2) Meeting
(Presented by Federal Aviation Administration,)

	SUMMARY

This information paper provides an update to the CPWG concerning the outcomes from the latest TRASAS meeting held March 18-19, 2008 in Bangkok, Thailand. 


1 Introduction  
1.1 
The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) Trans-Regional Airspace and Supporting ATM Systems Steering Group (TRASAS) is a formal group that acts as a vehicle to coordinate interregional issues between Europe, Asia, and North America. This is done through the regional groups within the ICAO EUR NAT, ICAO Asia Pac, and ICAO NACC offices. It is hoped that those attending TRASAS take actions from the meeting back to their respective states and or groups for discussion and implementation.  It is envisioned that TRASAS will be used as the means for coordination with other groups to ensure that cross-regional issues are shared, considered and addressed. From an ICAO perspective, TRASAS’ overall focus is cross-polar and trans-polar routes and their continuation through Mongolia and China. As new routes are developed, several other key States may become involved such as Kazakhstan, Pakistan and India.  ICAO priorities include the opening of new routes through Mongolia and China, more flexible approaches to the existing route system in the Eastern part of Russia, and the improvement of the ANS infrastructure.  
1.2 As noted above, the second meeting of the TRASAS was held at the ICAO Asia Pacific Offices in Bangkok, Thailand on 18-19 March 2008.  Forty-two (42) delegates attended and included representatives from the Russian Federation, Finland, Iceland, Japan, Norway, China, the United States, the International Air Transport Association (IATA) and the ICAO regional offices of Asia Pac, North America, and Europe/North Atlantic. 

1.3 While the meeting covered various topics from each of the regions including reports from the regional planning groups, this information paper will focus on areas applicable to the Cross Polar Trans-East ATM Providers Working Group. These include, Reduced Vertical Separation Minima (RVSM), China’s preparations for the 2008 Beijing Olympics, Required Navigation Performance (RNP), Required Communication Performance (RCP), and the recent initiatives from the CPWG.
2 Discussion
2.1 ICAO EUR/NAT Office met with the Russian Federation regarding their plans for implementation of RVSM. Russia noted that they have set up an interagency task force to work on RVSM and that they would like to have a simultaneous implementation with their neighboring states. They have requested assistance from the ICAO EUR/NAT Office as they move forward with their planning. Russia is working to prepare details and hopes to have a timeline by late 2008.  IATA submitted several papers regarding RVSM including the applicability of ICAO Annex 2 provisions concerning RVSM operation within airspace over the high seas and the transition to/from RVSM airspace over the Arctic Ocean. TRASAS noted agreement with proposals in these papers. IATA will present several papers and discuss these issues at CPWG/5.

2.2 The ICAO Secretariat presented a paper from the North Atlantic Systems Planning Group (NATSPG) Special Task Force providing an update on the efforts currently underway to develop communications, performance and monitoring requirements to support the implementation and use of datalink applications in the North Atlantic Region.  The Task Force agreed that global harmonization of monitoring data was desirable and development of proposals at an early date to implement the required monitoring infrastructure would be cost effective. TRASAS invited NATSPG to establish a task force, consisting of stakeholders from those service provider which provide service north of 80N (i.e. Iceland, Canada, United States, Russian Federation and Norway), to assess the existing communication infrastructure and to propose a way forward. TRASAS specifically requested that the Russian Federation be formally invited to participate in the Task Force and that the Task Force report back to TRASAS at the TRASAS/3 meeting.

2.3 There were several papers presented by China and the Russian Federation regarding plans for the August 2008 Beijing Olympics. China provided status on airspace improvements and changes in the Beijing area along with a report of the new routes and crossing points which are being developed.  Russia provided a paper concerning improved coordination of non-scheduled flights between neighboring States.  China and Russia agreed to continue discussions of this subject multi-laterally during the next China, Mongolia, Russian Federation and IATA (CMRI) meeting. The ICAO Asia Pacific Office will expedite meeting coordination to help ensure the next CMRI meeting is held prior to the August Olympics. 

2.4 IATA presented a paper on Required Navigation Performance (RNP) for Cross Polar and Trans East Operations.  The paper discussed the need to develop and agree on the implementation plan for RNP-10 as well as setting RNP-4 as a future, long term goal.  IATA will discuss this and other working papers during the CPWG/5 meeting. 
TRASAS invites the Regional Groups to consider actions which will harmonize the application of separation standards and the methods to achieve:

· Implementation of RNP-10 provisions in airspaces covering cross-polar and trans-east routes/operations as short-term/medium term action;
· Implementation of RNP-4 provisions in same airspaces described above as medium-term/long-term improvement; and

· Amendment, as appropriate, of the regional supplementary procedures and air navigation plans.
2.5 Lastly, the United States presented two papers concerning the Cross Polar Working Group. The first paper provided a summary of the September 2007 meeting including the discussions which led to the development of the Cross Polar Trial which is discussed in the second paper.  The second paper detailed the Cross Polar Trial and noted that it has resulted in greater airspace throughput capacity by eliminating the buffer times previously used. More details on the trial, results and next steps will be discussed later in the CPWG/5 meeting.
2.6 The next TRASAS meeting is scheduled for March 17-18, 2009 in Mexico City.
3 Conclusion
The group is invited to note the information provided in this paper including the endorsement by the TRASAS on the efforts of the CPWG. 
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