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Report of the Informal Pacific ATC Coordinating Group’s 26th Meeting
SUMMARY
This paper reports the occurrence of the 26th meeting of the Informal Pacific ATC Coordinating Group (IPACG), identifies items/issues illuminated by IPACG which may be deemed significant to CPWG, and informs the reader of the next planned IPACG meeting.
1.
Introduction
1.1 The Informal Pacific ATC Coordinating Group’s (IPACG’s) general goal is to provide a forum wherein air traffic service providers and airspace users can informally meet and explore solutions to near term ATC problems which limit capacity or efficiency with the Anchorage, Oakland and Fukuoka FIRs.  The goals of the Informal Pacific and Cross Polar working groups therefore are generally identical and review of each group’s efforts in creating solutions to Air Traffic Management (ATM) issues may result in savings of time as well as money.
2.
Discussion  

2.1 IPACG 26 was held in Anchorage, Alaska, USA during the week of May 14, 2007.  The meeting was attended by representatives from numerous trans-pacific air carriers as well as representatives from the Japanese Civil Aviation Bureau (JCAB) and the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA).
2.2
While various topics were reported on during the meeting, the use of Automatic Dependent Surveillance (ADS) in the Fukuoka FIR, the implementation of a reduced longitudinal separation minima in the Anchorage FIR and the report of a “Programmed Time of Landing” air traffic management program in Australia are perhaps the most interesting and informative for CPWG.

2.3
 JCAB announced that since April 12th, 2007, Fukuoka Air Traffic Management Center (ATMC) has been utilizing ADS-C separation between aircraft at cruise altitude through out the Fukuoka FIR.  Previously ADS-C separation had been used only for flight level transitions (i.e. climbs and descents).  JCAB also announced that by 2008 they will be ready to begin trials of ADS-C separation across FIR boundaries.  JCAB proposes to implement the trials in a phased manner limiting the procedure to specific tracks and/or airspace.  Further details of JCAB’s plan for cross boundary utilization will be briefed at IPACG 27.
2.4
FAA announced the implementation of a trial of a reduced longitudinal separation minima, i.e. 10 minutes, in the Anchorage Oceanic FIR.  The current minimum longitudinal separation minima is 15 minutes and the implemented trial utilizes a 10 minute minima. Currently the reduced minima is utilized in the Oakland FIR and the progression into the Anchorage FIR is viewed as a natural progression.  JCAB is following this trial and examining the possibility of implementing the minima in the Fukuoka FIR.  This reduced minima, if implemented in all three FIRs – Fukuoka, Anchorage and Oakland, will boost air route capacity and efficiency.

2.5
The representative from the International Air Transport Association (IATA) reported on a trial conducted by Airservices Australia concerning the use of a “Programmed Time of Landing” or PTL for the Sydney Australia International airport.  The pertinent information, from CPWG’s perspective, may be that the program was used to meter already airborne Oceanic traffic which was in bound to the Sydney airport.  The CPWG has previously considered a similar program, referred to as Required Time of Arrival, for airborne traffic routed to the Russian FIR entry fixes.
2.6 The full report of the 26th IPACG meeting is available at the following web site:  http://www.faa.gov/ats/ato/ipacg.htm.  The next IPACG meeting will be held in Tokyo, Japan during the week of November 5th, 2007.
3 Recommendation
3.1 The meeting is invited to note the information provided and to consult the IPACG web site for additional details.
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