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Summary Historical and Forecast Highlights

 A total of 732.4 million passengers were 
enplaned at U.S. airports in 2006; FAA 
and Federal contract towered airports ac-
counted for 728.5 million enplanements.

 The top 100 air carrier airports accounted 
for 691.7 million enplanements in 2006, 
or 95 percent of total U.S. enplanements.

 FAA towers handled 44.7 million opera-
tions (takeoffs and landings) in 2006, in-
cluding 23.3 million commercial aircraft 
operations.

         
 FAA contract towers handled 16.8 mil-

lion operations in 2006, including 2.0
million commercial operations.

 The 35 Operational Evolution Partnership
(OEP) airports enplaned 537.8 million 
passengers in 2006.  These airports are 
projected to enplane 938.6 million pas-
sengers in 2025, a 74.5 percent increase 
over the forecast period (or 3.0 percent 
annually).  

 The 30 large hub airports1 enplaned 
508.0 million passengers in 2006.  These 
airports are projected to enplane 
892.5 million passengers in 2025, a 
75.7 percent increase over the 19-year pe-
riod (or 3.0 percent annually).

 The 38 medium hub airports2 recorded 
146.3 million enplanements in 2006.  
These airports are projected to enplane 
250.3 million passengers in 2025, a 

                                                     
1  Airports enplaning one percent or more of total en-
planements.
2  Airports enplaning 0.25 to 0.99 percent of total en-
planements.

71.1 percent increase over the 19-year pe-
riod (or 2.9 percent annually).  

 Atlanta (41.0 million enplanements),  
Chicago O’Hare (36.9 million), Los An-
geles (29.3 million), Dallas/Ft.Worth  
(28.6  million), and Denver (22.5 million) 
led U.S. commercial airports in passenger
enplanements, accounting for 21.6  per-
cent of enplanements at U.S. airports.

 Atlanta is projected to remain the coun-
try’s busiest airport, as measured by pas-
senger enplanements, through the forecast 
period with a projected 70.1 million en-
planed passengers in 2025.  Chicago 
O’Hare is projected to enplane 59.5 mil-
lion passengers in 2025, followed by Los 
Angeles with 58.7 million enplanements.

 Enplanements at Washington Dulles,
Chicago Midway, and Las Vegas airports 
are projected to grow fastest among the 
35 OEP airports.  The annual growth rates 
at these airports are forecast to increase 
by 4.7, 4.3, and 4.1 percent per year, re-
spectively, over the forecast period.  

 In terms of total operations, Atlanta was 
the busiest U.S. airport in 2006 with 
963,000 aircraft operations.  Chicago 
O’Hare and Dallas/Ft. Worth were the 
second and third busiest airports with 
962,000 and 704,000 operations, respec-
tively.

 In 2025, Atlanta is expected to remain the 
busiest airport in the nation, as measured 
by total operations, with a projected 1.44 
million operations.  Chicago O’Hare  
(1.37 million operations) is projected to 



2

stay in second place with Los Angeles 
(1.22 million operations) moving up to 
third place.

 The FAA’s Southern region airports en-
planed more passengers than any other 
region with  165.3 million passengers in 
2006, or 23 percent of U.S. enplanements.  
The Western Pacific region was second 
with 152.3 million enplanements, or 
21 percent of the total.  

 The Western Pacific region is expected to 
lead in passenger enplanements in 2025, 
reaching 283.9 million.   The Southern                              
region is projected to drop into second 
place with 281.6 million enplanements. 

 The Southern region led all FAA regions 
in the number of airport operations with 
24.9 million  in 2006.  The Southern re-
gion is expected to remain first in 2025 
with 30.6 million operations.  The West-
ern Pacific and Great Lakes regions ran 
second and third in airport operations in 
2006 with 19.4 and 18.5 million, respec-
tively.  In 2025, the Western Pacific re-
gion is projected to remain in second 
place with 25.1 million operations and the 
Great Lakes region is projected to remain 
in third place with 21.6 million opera-
tions.   
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