
From the National Travel Management Rule 
§ 212.1 Definitions.  

Administrative unit. A National Forest, a National Grassland, a purchase 
unit, a land utilization project, Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, 
Land Between the Lakes, Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit, Midewin 
National Tallgrass Prairie, or other comparable unit of the National Forest 
System.  

Area. A discrete, specifically delineated space that is smaller, and in most 
cases much smaller, than a Ranger District.  
* * * * *  

Designated road, trail, or area. A National Forest System road, a National 
Forest System trail, or an area on National Forest System lands that is 
designated for motor vehicle use pursuant to § 212.51 on a motor vehicle 
use map.  
* * * * *  

Forest road or trail. A road or trail wholly or partly within or adjacent to 
and serving the National Forest System that the Forest Service determines is 
necessary for the protection, administration, and utilization of the National 
Forest System and the use and development of its resources.  

Forest transportation atlas. A display of the system of roads, trails, and 
airfields of an administrative unit.  

Forest transportation facility. A forest road or trail or an airfield that is 
displayed in a forest transportation atlas, including bridges, culverts, parking 
lots, marine access facilities, safety devices, and other improvements 
appurtenant to the forest transportation system.  

Forest transportation system. The system of National Forest System 
roads, National Forest System trails, and airfields on National Forest 
System lands.  
* * * * *  

Motor vehicle. Any vehicle which is self-propelled, other than:  
(1) A vehicle operated on rails; and  
(2) Any wheelchair or mobility device, including one that is battery-

powered, that is designed solely for use by a mobility-impaired person for 
locomotion, and that is suitable for use in an indoor pedestrian area.  

Motor vehicle use map. A map reflecting designated roads, trails, and 
areas on an administrative unit or a Ranger District of the National Forest 
System.  
* * * * *  

National Forest System road. A forest road other than a road which has 
been authorized by a legally documented right-of-way held by a State, 



county, or other local public road authority.  
National Forest System trail. A forest trail other than a trail which has 

been authorized by a legally documented right-of-way held by a State, 
county, or other local public road authority.  

Off-highway vehicle. Any motor vehicle designed for or capable of cross-
country travel on or immediately over land, water, sand, snow, ice, marsh, 
swampland, or other natural terrain.  

Over-snow vehicle. A motor vehicle that is designed for use over snow 
and that runs on a track or tracks and/or a ski or skis, while in use over 
snow.  
* * * * *  

Road. A motor vehicle route over 50 inches wide, unless identified and 
managed as a trail.  
* * * * *  

Road construction or reconstruction. Supervising, inspecting, actual 
building, and incurrence of all costs incidental to the construction or 
reconstruction of a road.  
* * * * *  

Temporary road or trail. A road or trail necessary for emergency 
operations or authorized by contract, permit, lease, or other written 
authorization that is not a forest road or trail and that is not included in a 
forest transportation atlas.  

Trail. A route 50 inches or less in width or a route over 50 inches wide that 
is identified and managed as a trail.  

Travel management atlas. An atlas that consists of a forest transportation 
atlas and a motor vehicle use map or maps.  

Unauthorized road or trail. A road or trail that is not a forest road or trail 
or a temporary road or trail and that is not included in a forest transportation 
atlas.  
 


