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PASSENGER LISTS OF VESSELS ARRIVING AT PHILADELPHIA, 1800-1882 
 
On the 108 rolls of this microfilm publication are reproduced passenger lists of vessels arriving at the 
port of Philadelphia from foreign ports, l800-82. The documents for the years 1800-19 are inward 
cargo manifests that include names of passengers. Most of the documents for the period 1820-82 are 
original passenger lists submitted by masters of vessels to the collector of customs at Philadelphia; 
several lists for the period 1820-54 are copies that were inserted as substitutes for missing or illegible 
original documents. 
 
The lists are arranged in chronological order by arrival date of vessel. When the documents were 
prepared for filming by the National Archives, they were numbered consecutively within each 
calendar year of arrival. This number is not a passenger-list or manifest number.  
    
Most of the passenger lists reproduced in this microfilm  publication were prepared in compliance 
with an act of March 2, 1819 (3 Stat. 489), which provided that effective January 1, 1820, the captain 
or master of a vessel arriving at a port in the United States or in any of its territories from a foreign 
country was to submit a list of the passengers to the collector of the district in which the vessel 
arrived. The act also provided that every collector of customs submit quarterly returns consisting of 
copies of passenger lists to the Secretary of State, who was required to report on the returns at each 
session of Congress. The Secretary's reports were later published in the form of congressional 
documents. An act of May 7, 1874,  (18 Stat. 42) repealed the provisions of the 1819 law and of later 
legislation that required collectors to send copies of  passenger lists to the Secretary of State. 
Thereafter, collectors of customs were to send statistical reports on passenger arrivals to the 
Department of the Treasury only. 
 
The lists for the years before 1820 are normally entered at the bottom of the cargo manifests and show 
only the passenger's name and the quantity of baggage. The lists for the period 1820-82 normally give 
the name of the vessel, its master, the port of embarkation, the date of arrival, and information  about 
each passenger as follows: name, age, sex, occupation, the country to which he belonged, the country 
of which he in tended to become an inhabitant, and, if he died enroute, the date and circumstances of 
his death. The act of 1819 also required that the lists be sworn to by the master of the vessel in the 
presence of the collector.  
 
In the National Archives are two alphabetical card indexes to the names on the passenger lists of 
vessels arriving at Philadelphia. The indexes were prepared in the 1930's under the sponsorship of the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service by the National Youth Administration and the Work Projects 
Administration. These finding aids, which are reproduced on microfilm, consist of an index to 
arrivals at the port of Philadelphia, 1800-l906 (M360) and an incomplete index to arrivals at Atlantic 
and Gulf Coast ports, l820-74 (M334). 
 
The records reproduced in this microfilm publication and the indexes cited above are part of Records 
of the Bureau of Customs, Record Group 36, in the National Archives. 
 



 

 

In the same record group are records of vessel arrivals and abstracts of tonnage duties collected at 
Philadelphia that serve as finding aids to names of vessels and the dates of their arrivals for most of 
the period l800-82.  
 
Also in Record Group 36 is a series of eight bound volumes of quarterly transcripts of lists of names 
of passengers arriving at most Atlantic and Gulf Coast ports, September l8l9-December l832, which 
includes names of passengers arriving at Philadelphia for the years l820-22, l824-27, and l829. The 
volumes apparently were prepared in the Office of the Secretary of State from copies of lists or from 
quarterly abstracts submitted y the col1ectors of customs. There were originally nine volumes, but 
volume 2 is missing. 
 
Related records in General Records of the Department of the Treasury Record Group 56, include 
copies of correspondence of the Secretary of the Treasury with the Collector of Customs at 
Philadelphia, 1790-l833 (rolls 20-23 of M178); letters received by the Secretary from the Collector at 
Philadelphia, l833-69 (part of M174); and copies of letters sent by the Secretary to the Collector at 
Philadelphia, l833-47 (part of M175), and others for the-period l847-1909. In the same record group 
are correspondence registers and indexes, l878-1902, that includes entries for letters to Federal 
immigration authorities at Philadelphia. 
 
Among Records of the Immigration and Naturalization Service, Record Group 85, is correspondence 
that contains some information relating to immigration through the port of Philadelphia, 1882-1903. 
In the same record group and available on microfilm are copies of passenger manifests from 1883 
through 1945 that were submitted to Federal immigration authorities at Philadelphia in compliance 
with legislation enacted in 1882 and in later years (T840). Manifests less than 50 years old are not 
available for reference purposes. 
 
Related published sources of information are reports of passenger arrivals submitted by the Secretary 
of State to Congress, l820-70. His reports, published as Congressional documents, indicate by port of 
arrival the number of passengers, their nationality, occupation, and sometimes age and sex. Only 
those for l820, however, report the names of passengers. Some of the reports are based on calendar 
years, but others are for report years ending September 30. 
 
Comparable statements or reports, prepared and published by the Treasury Department, Bureau of 
Statistics, begin in l867 and extend through Fiscal Year 1894. The statements for 1867-69 are 
included in the Annual Report of the Treasury Department for Fiscal Year 1869. These reports, 
published as Congressional documents, indicate by district of arrival the summary statistics on age, 
sex, nationality, and occupation of passengers. The details in the later reports are usually more 
complete. 
 
Statistics on immigration from l820 to 1910 have been published in volume 3 of the Reports of the 
Immigration Commission (S. Doc. 756, 61st Cong., 3d sess., Serial No. 5373, Washington, 
1911). 
 
These introductory remarks were prepared by William M. Maury. 
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1 Jan. 1-Dec. 30, 1800; 1-223 
2 Jan. 5-Dec. 31, 1801; 1-246 
3 Jan. 2-Aug. 30, 1802; 1-173 
4 Sept. 1-Dec. 31, 1802; 174-27 
5 Jan. 1-Dec. 27, 1803; 1-255 
6 Jan. 3_Aug. 31, 1804; 1-222 
7 Sept. 4-Dec. 31, 1804; 223-300 
8 Jan. 1-Aug. 31, 1805; 1-178 
9 Sept. 4-Dec. 31, 1805; 179-269 
10 Jan. 7-July 31, 1806; 1-201 
11 Aug. 2-Dec. 30, 1806;  202-365 
12 Feb. 16-Aug. 31, 1807; 1-190 
13 Sept. 1-Dec. 31, 1807; 191-297 
14 Jan. 1-Dec. 29, 1808; 1-162 
15 Jan. 2-Dec. 29, 1809; 1-206 
16 Jan. 2-Aug. 31, 1810; 1-172 
17 Sept. 15-Dec. 31, 18l0; 173-276 
18 Jan. 2-Dec. 31, 1811; 1-267 
19 Feb. 10-Dec. 15, 18l2; 1-169 

Feb. 15-Apr. 15, 18l3; 1-20 
 Jan. 14-Dec. 3, 18l4; 1-26 
20 Jan. 6-Sept. 30, 18l5; 1-154 
21 Oct. 2-Dec 27, 18l5; 155-244 
22 Jan. 1-July 29, 18l6; 1-164 
23 Aug. 1-Dec. 27, 18l6; 165-307 
24 Jan. 6-Aug. 29, 18l7; 1-160 
25 Sept. 1-Dec. 26, 18l7; 161-288 
26 Jan. 1-July 31, 1818; 1-159 
27 Aug. 1-Dec. 23, 1818; 160-28l 
28 Jan. 1-Aug. 30, 18l9; 1-188 
29 Sept. 1-Dec. 27, 18l9; 189-288 
30 Jan. 1-Dec. 26, 1820; 1-270 
31 Jan. 4-Dec. 24, 1821; 1-236 
32 Feb. 1 4 Dec. 31, 1822; 1-246 
33 Jan. 1 4 Dec. 30, 1823; 1-24 
34 Jan. 3-July 31, 1824; 1-14 
35 Aug. 2-Dec. 27, 1824; 149-275 
36 Jan, 1-June 27, 1825; 1-116 
37 July 1-Dec. 27, 1825; 117-277 
38 Jan. 7-July 31, 1826; 1-159 
39 Aug. 2-Dec. 27, 1826; 160-287 
40 Jan. 15-July 30, 1827; 1-144 
41 Aug. 2-Dec. 31, 1827; 145-287 
42 Jan. 1-July 31, 1828; 1-171 
43 Aug. 1-Dec. 31, 1828; 172-293 
44 Jan. l0-Dec. 26, l329; 1-215 
45 Jan. 4-Dec. 30, 1830; 1-229 
46 Jan. 1-Dec. 6, 1831; 1-231 



 

 

47 Jan. 12-Dec. 31, 1832; 1-228  
48 Jan. 1-Dec. 31, 1833; 1-233 
49 Jan. 14-Dec. 29, 1834; 1-200 
50 Jan. 22-Dec. 29, 1835; 1-193 
51 Jan. 1-Dec. 29, 1836; 1-196 
52 Feb. 3-Dec. 31, 1837; 1-195 
53 Jan. 2-Dec. 24, 1838; 1-157 
54 Jan. 1-July 31, 1839; 1-147 
55 Aug. 1-Dec. 30, 1839; 148-233 
56 Jan. 16-July 31, 1840; 1-94 
57 Aug. 3-Dec. 23, 1840; 95-173 
58 Jan. 13-Dec. 23, 1841; 1-175 
59 Jan. 3-Dec. 31, 1842; 1-200 
60 Jan. 11-Dec. 22, 1843; 1-140 
61 Jan. 4-Dec. 31, 1844; 1-198   
62 Jan. 1-Dec. 20, 1845; 1-183 
63 Jan. 3_Dec. 26, 1846; 1-197 
64 Jan. 1-July 31, 1847; 1-159 
65 Aug. 1-Dec. 30, 1847; 160-246 
66 Jan. 3-July 31, 1848; 1-146 
67 Aug. 1-Dec. 2g, 1848; 147-257 
68 Jan. 2-July 2S, 1849; 1-161 
69 Aug. 1-Dec. 31, 1849; 162-251 
70 Jan. 5-July 31, 1850; 1-127 
71 Aug. 3-Dec. 23, 1850; 128-209 
72 Jan. 3-June 28, 1851; 1-114 
73 July 1-Dec. 31, 1851; 115-230 
74 Jan. 2-June 30, 1852; 1-130 
75 July 3-Dec. 25, 1852; 131-235 
76 Jan. 3-Dec. 30, 1853; 1-19 
77 Jan. 2-Dec. 23, 1854; 1-19 
78 Jan. 1-Dec. 2S, 1855; 1-147 
79 Jan. 1-Dec. 22, 1856; 1-140 
80 Jan. 2-Dec. 27, 1857; 1-102 
8l Jan. 4-Dec. 20, 1858; 1-122 
82 Jan. 4-Dec. 28, 1859; 1-120 
83 Jan. 12-Dec. 10, 1860; 1-123 
84 Jan. 3-Dec. 24, 1861; 1-107 
85 Jan. 13-Dec. 31, 1862; 1-112 
86 Jan. 2-Dec. 29, 1863; 1-104 
87 Jan. 2-Dec. 31, 1864; 1-93 

Jan. 11-Dec, 19, 1865; 1-74 
88 Jan. 31-Dec. 21, 1866; 1-106 

Jan. 8-Dec. 31, 1867; 1-64 
89 Jan. 8-Dec. 23, 1868; 1-85  

Jan 19-Dec. 29, 1869; 1-46 
90 Jan. 7-Dec. 30, 1870; 1-64 

Jan. 12-Dec. 27, 1871; 1-77 
91 Jan. 11-Dec, 31, 1872; 1-72 



 

 

Jan. 7-Dec. 30, 1873; 1-93 
92 Jan. 15-Dec. 30, 1874; 1-128 
93 Jan. 7-Aug. 23, 1875; 1-93 
94 Jan. 3_Dec. 29, 1376; 1-129      
95 Jan. 4-Dec. 29, 1877; 1-134 
96 Jan. 2-Dec. 31, 1878; 1-102   
97 Jan. 9-June 25, 1379; 1-49 
98 July 2-Dec. 28, 1879; 50-111 
99 Jan. 3-May 31, 1880; 1-53     
100 June 2-Aug. 30, 1880; 54-101 
101 Sept. 1-Dec. 29, 1880; 102-132 
102 Jan. 3-Apr. 30, 1881; 1-26 
103 May. 3-June 30, 1881; 27-46 
104 July 4-Sept. 27, 1881; 47-72 
105 Oct. 1-Dec. 30, 1881; 73-94 
106 Jan. 3_Apr. 29, 1882; 1-35 
107 May 5-June 27, 1882; 36-66 
108 July 3-Dec. 29, 1882; 67-121 
 
 
 


