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1. Purpose. This Advisory Circular (AC) provides guidance for engineers, airport 
managers, and the public in the design and maintenance of airport surface drainage systems. 

2. Cancellation.This AC cancels AC 15015320-5B, Airport Drainage, dated July 1, 1970. 

3. Background. The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) evaluated options for revising 
the airport drainage manual and decided it would be beneficial to participate in the 
cooperative effort undertaken by the Department of Defense (DOD). This effort combines 
existing surface drainage topics covered in different agency manuals into one Unified 
Facilities Criteria (UFC) document. The resulting manualladvisory circular will serve as the 
design and analysis standard for surface drainage for DOD and FAA. The current techniques 
and practices have been evaluated in order to take advantage of recent advances in the field 
of drainage engineering, changes in drainage technology, national regulations, and local 
requirements. 

4. Application. FAA recommends the information and procedures contained in the 
manuals for use by airports as appropriate. 

David L. Bennett 
Direct~rof Airport Safety and Standards 
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UNIFIED FACILITIES CRITERIA (UFC) 

NEW DOCUMENT SUMMARY SHEET 


Document: UFC 3-230-01/AC 150/5320-5C 

Description: UFC 3-230-01/AC 150/5320-5C provides comprehensive and practical 
guidance to the Tri-service community and Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) for the 
design of storm drainage systems associated with transportation facilities. Criteria are 
provided for the design of storm drainage systems which collect, convey, and discharge 
stormwater on and around pavements and other transportation facilities.  

Reasons for Document: 

� Previous criteria associated with this topic were outdated and did not take 
advantage of recent developments in the field of hydrologic engineering.  

� Multiple documents covering various topics on the subject matter were in 
circulation and this document provides a consolidated and comprehensive 
guide for all users.

� Many new environmental practices have been developed and were not 
addressed in previous criteria.

� User feedback indicated that published criteria from multiple documents 
was often confusing and contradicting. 

Impact: There are negligible cost impacts; however, these benefits should be realized: 

� Providing one location for criteria associated with storm drainage will allow 
users to be more efficient and effective when applying the procedures and 
principles contained in this document.

� The updated criteria in this document are considered standard practice 
and will allow users to take advantage of concepts and methods which are 
widely understood and accepted throughout the industry today.  
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