3700 Woodland Drive, Suite 300  Phone: (907) 562-6006
Anchorage, Alaska 99517 FAX: (907) 563-2001

June 23, 2006

Ms. Betty Gould

Regulations Officer

Indian Health Service

801 Thompson Ave., Ste. 450
Rockville, MD 20852

Re: Section 506, MMA, Medicare Like Rates
Dear Ms. Gould:

On behalf of the Alaska Native Health Board, I am contacting you to express our support
for the proposed rule regarding extending Medicare like rates to Tribally operated health
programs.

This proposed rule was published in the Federal Register, Vol. 71, No. 82, on Friday,
April 28, 2006, in order to implement Section 506 of the Medicare Prescription Drug,
Improvement and Modernization Act of 2003.

We believe that action on this rule is long overdue. While we think there has been far too
much delay in moving forward on this issue, we are pleased that the proposed rule has finally
been published. Many Tribal health programs have been awaiting action on this rule for quite
some time. With the serious level of underfunding that exists in Tribal health programs, our
analysis indicates that this action will have a significant and positive effect on Tribal health care
programs.

Thank you for the opportunity to express our support for the rule, as published.
Please contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

President/CEQ

CC: Dr. Charles Grim, Director, Indian Health Service
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