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September 5, 2005

Flonorable Donald H. Rumsfeld
Secretary of Defense

Pentogon

Washington, DC

Desr Secxetary Rumsdeld:

125k you to approve 180 days of roflitary duty in Tide 32 USC 901 status for all National Guard
soldiers and airmen setving in support of Hixmicane Katrina relief efforts. As you are aware,
Title 32 status will alJow the soldiess aud airmen sipporting Hurricane Kavina cotnmitted to
Forrdfcane Kawina Relief to receive milimry setirement points, health insurance and disability
protection, Purther, this acdon will ensure eguitsble compensation scross the supporting
National Guard force,

As you are aware, Hurricane Katrina struck Louisiana, our nejghbors in Mississippi and
Alabams on Monday, August 29, 2005. I erdered over 3,000 Louisiana National Guard soldiers
and airmen o state aetive duty in order 10 provide security, medical, engineer and
cormrounication suppeet to relief efforts, None of these soldiers are in a federal status,
Curently, our soldiers and airmen are epgaged in the protection of critical infrastrocture to
include medical facilities, fuel distribution, water and power distribution systems which ere all
vital to the recovery of the entire region.

Thank you for your consideratiou of this reqhiest.

Sincerely,

Kathleen Babineaux Blanco
Govemor

4-/%





