
NHANES I Asthma Questions: 1971-1975 
 
 
HEALTH CONDITIONS 
 
Has a doctor ever told you that you have any of the following conditions; and if so, do 
you still have it?  How many years ago did you first have it? 
 
    Arthritis............................................................  
    Gout ................................................................. 
    Asthma ............................................................. 
    Chronic bronchitis or emphysema ...................  
    Tuberculosis .....................................................  
    Rheumatic fever ...............................................  
    Heart murmur ...................................................  
    Heart failure ......................................................  
    Heart attack .......................................................  
    High blood pressure ..........................................  
    Stroke ......................................... ......................  
 
 
Has a doctor ever told you that you have any of the following conditions, and if so, do 
you still have it?                                  
                                     
          Condition – Asthma 
 
          1 - Condition still present                
          2 - Never had condition                  
          3 - Had condition, not present now         
          9 - Had condition, do not know if it is present now  
          Blank                                       
 
How many years ago did you first have it? 
 
          00-74 - Years ago as given                       
          88 - Blank, but applicable                  
          Blank    



NHANES II Asthma Questions: 1976-1980 
 
 
Did a doctor ever tell you that you had any of the following conditions, and if so, do you 
still have it?  How many years ago did you first have it? 
 
Asthma?  Still have it? 
 

02 - Never told                         
13 - Yes.  Still have it                   
14 - Yes.  Does not still have it          
18 - Yes.  Blank, but applicable            
19 - Yes.  Don't know if still have it                                          
88 - Blank, but applicable           

            Blank     
 
                                   
How many years ago did you first have asthma? 
 
          00-74 - Years ago                        
          88 - Blank, but applicable                  
          Blank    



NHANES III Asthma Questions: 1988-1994 
 
 
Adults: 
 
Has a doctor ever told you that you had... 
                            

Asthma?                                     
1     Yes 
2     No 
8 Blank but applicable 

 
 
 
Do you still have... 
 

Asthma?              
                        

1     Yes 
2     No 
8     Blank but applicable 
9     Don't know 
Blank 
 
 
 

How old were you when you were first told you had... 
 

Asthma? 
 

001-099 
777   At birth/less than 1 
888   Blank but applicable 
999   Don't know 

Blank



NHANES III Asthma Questions: 1988-1994 
 
 
 

Children: 
 

Did a doctor ever say that--had..? 
                            
Asthma?          
                            

1     Yes 
2     No 
9 Don't know 

 
 

 
How old was -- when -- first had...? 

 
Asthma?      In months 
 

001-180 
            777   Less than one month 
            888   Blank but applicable 
            999   Don't know 

Blank 
 
 

Does -- still have...? 
 

Asthma? 
1     Yes 

                        2     No 
                          8     Blank but applicable 
                         9     Don't know 
                       Blank 



NHANES Asthma Questions 1999 - Current 
 
 
MCQ.010  Has a doctor or other health professional ever told {you/SP} that {you have/s/he/SP has} 

asthma? 
 

CAPI INSTRUCTION: 
IF SP AGE >= 12, DISPLAY SP NAME AND "S/HE": 
IF SP AGE < 12, DISPLAY "YOU" AND SP NAME. 
 

YES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 
NO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 (MCQ.053) 
REFUSED . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 (MCQ.053) 
DON'T KNOW . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 (MCQ.053) 
 
 

BOX 1 
CHECK ITEM MCQ.015: 
IF SP'S AGE <= 19, CONTINUE. 
OTHERWISE, GO TO MCQ.040. 

 
 

MCQ.020  How old {were you/was SP} when {you were/s/he was} first told {he/she} had asthma? 
 

IF LESS THAN 1 YEAR, ENTER 1 
 
CAPI INSTRUCTION: 
IF SP AGE >= 16, DISPLAY "WERE YOU" AND "YOU WERE". 
IF SP AGE = 12-15, DISPLAY "WAS {SP}" AND "S/HE WAS". 
IF SP AGE < 12, DISPLAY "WAS {SP}" AND "YOU WERE". 
 

 
|___|___|___| 
ENTER AGE IN YEARS 
 
REFUSED . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  777 
DON'T KNOW . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  999 

 
 

MCQ.030  {Do you/Does SP} still have asthma? 
 

YES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 
NO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 (MCQ.053) 
REFUSED . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 (MCQ.053) 
DON'T KNOW . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 (MCQ.053) 
 
 

MCQ.040  During the past 12 months, {have you/has SP} had an episode of asthma or an asthma 
attack? 

 
 

YES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
NO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 (MCQ.053) 
REFUSED . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 (MCQ.053) 
DON'T KNOW . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 (MCQ.053) 
 
 



MCQ.050  [During the past 12 months], {have you/has SP} had to visit an emergency room or 
urgent care center because of asthma? 

 
 

YES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
NO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 
REFUSED . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 
DON'T KNOW . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

 
 



NHANES Respiratory Symptoms 1999 - Current 
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