
Establishing a Vector 
Control Program 

In Polk County Wisconsin

Brian C. Hobbs, RS, EHS

Polk County Health Dept.

Balsam Lake, Wisconsin



Introduction

Rural county with open farmland, dense  
forests, 400 lakes and rivers

Instances of vector-borne disease 
increasing (West Nile, EEE)

First confirmed case of LaCrosse
Encephalitus in 2005

Governed by 23 member County Board

Currently no vector control program

Polk County, Wisconsin



Problem

Vector control is linked to human health 
hazard control. If human health hazard 

control is important to the well-being of 
Polk County residents, why isn’t there a 

vector control program in place?



Problem

(1 )

L im its to  G row th

E H  S ystem  
C apac ityG rowth 

P rocess

R esources  to  
m it igate  E H  

vectors

Percept ion  th at  
vector  h azard  no  

lo nger  ex ists
Lim iting 
P rocess

P u b lic ’s  in a b ility to  
su s ta in  in te re s t o r 

su p p o rt

L im its  to  G row th : E nv ironm enta l H ea lth  p rogram  rece ives  resources  in  response  to  a  h azard  
th reat . A s  th e  resources  are  in c reased , m it igat ion  and  prevent ion  ac t iv it ie s  are  a lso  inc reased . 
T h is  causes  th e  h azard  to  d ecrease . A s  th e  h azard  d ecreases , p ub lic ’s  in terest  and  support  
d ecreases , resources  are  w ith d raw n , and  eventua lly , th e  h azard  reappears . A  new  react ion  to  
th e  h azard  b eg in s .



Solutions

Increase public support

Pursue funding sources

Develop task force

Reduce habitat

Broaden partner relationships

Increase awareness
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Leverage resources by applying a portion to education to maintain public support

Reinforcing Loop



Public Awareness



Public Awareness



Habitat Removal



County Board Support

Budget and cost/benefit analysis

Proposal for expansion of program

Education of Board Members to risk of vector-borne disease

Public direction to contact regional Supervisors

Proactive methods to increase health status of constituents

The “Right” thing to do



Success?

Some County Board support

Hiring freeze upheld
Public pressure not evident
Tax levy would incur percentage of cost to expand program
Alternative financial support not adequate

No expansion of program for 2007



What’s Next ?

Maintain public awareness campaign
Solicit alternative financial support
Provide habitat removal and involve Townships
Reintroduce expansion of program in 2008
Increase participation on task force
Form partnerships with local interest groups
Don’t give up !


