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This Program GuidanceLetter is being issued to provide clarifyinginformation on the 
secondaryuse of snow removal equipment (SRE)that is acquired with Guport 
Improvement Program grant funds at the nonprimaryairports. 

A longer-term review of published guidancewill be undertaken shortly, after which more 
detailed guidance for AIP eligibility for SRE for airports of dl sizes will be issued. 

In the interim, the following PGL must be followed for acquisitionof SRE and any 
resultant constructionof SREbuildings for nonprimary airports. 

Thisguidance bscomes affective immediately. 
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This Program Guidance provides guidance on the secondary use of Snow Removal 
Equipment (SRE) vehicles at non-primary airports that do not have an active Part 139 
operating certificate.   
 
The AIP Handbook states that the purchase of equipment for maintenance activities is 
ineligible.  FAA has interpreted that use of SRE for any activity other than removing 
snow and ice from airfield pavements and airport roads is not allowable.  However, this 
often causes equipment to sit idle for significant portions of the year.  Allowing use of 
SRE vehicles for incidental airport activities, while ensuring the useful life of the SRE 
vehicle is not diminished, can provide for more efficient use of AIP funds and benefits to 
airport users.  Benefits to airport users may include reduced airport fees because airport 
sponsors can avoid costs of buying additional equipment to perform maintenance, for 
example. 
 
Accordingly, the FAA will now permit the use of SRE vehicles for limited incidental 
activities.  Examples of allowable incidental use are clearing airfield pavement of debris 
or removing earth/grass build-up from runway edges/shoulders.  However, such use is 
permitted only if: 
 

1) The activities will not significantly degrade the SRE useful life.  Normal useful 
life of a piece of SRE is about 10 years; 

2) The SRE will be used only for airport purposes (i.e. will not be used off the 
airport); 

3)   The SRE shall be only used by airport employees; and 
4) The SRE should generally be used for activities on AIP eligible facilities (i.e. 

airfield). 
 
The AIP Handbook allows purchase of vehicles and equipment for the purpose of 
removing snow and ice from airfield pavements and airport roads.  The eligibility is 
limited to the minimum requirements recommended in Advisory Circulars 150/5200-30 
and 150/5220-20.   However, the following guidance provides added internal controls to 
ensure the efficient use AIP and preservation of SRE equipment while, at the same time, 
allowing use of SRE vehicles for incidental use. 
 

1) In general, the FAA will fund with AIP only a single SRE carrier vehicle using 
published FAA carrier specifications (published in Appendix 1 of AC 150/5220-
20) for industrial tractors, trucks or loaders using the specification in Appendix 1 
of AC 150/5220-20 for nonprimary airports that do not have a Part 139 operating 
certificate.  Acquisition of even one SRE carrier vehicle must be justified.  
Nonprimary airports that do not have a Part 139 operating certificate with more 
than one-piece of grant funded SRE may continue to use it, however future 



replacementswill be limited to a singlepiece of SRE. 

2) 	 There may be instances in which it is appropriate for the FAA to fund more than 
one SRE vehicle for certain nonprimary airports that do not hold a P a t  139 
operating certificate, such as for reliever airports with a significant mount of 
airfield pavement, large number of aircraft operations, and a large amount of 
annual snowfall. In such-cases,the Region may consider funding additional 
pieces of equipment but must fully document and support the justification for 
acquisitionof additional SRE carrier vehicles. 

3) 	 Under no circumstances can incidental use of SRE be used as part of the 
justification for acquisition. Tne acquisition of one or more SREvehicles must be 
based solely on snow removal needs. 

4) 	 Generally, FAA will not fund a replacement SRE less than 10 years in age. 

5 )  	The attached form shall be completedby the airport and kept on file at the FAA 
regional or district office as a record of the federal and airport investment in snow 
removal equipment. It should be updated when there is a change in equipment 
inventory or status at the airport. 

APP-500 is available to assist Regions and ADOs in making a determinationon whether 
adequate justification exists for purchase ofmore than one SRE vehicle at a Nonprimary, 
non-Part 139 Airport. 
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INVENTORY OF SNOW REMOVAL EQUIPMENT 

NAME OFAIRPORT: 

* A photograph of the equipment taken upon delivery to the airport shall bt attachedto this form. 

ON-ATRPORT SNOW RFJMOVAI, FOITlPMPINT ACICIITlRRTI WlTHCIT?TA l P  GRANT FIJNnq 

" 
** A photograph of the equipment may be attached to this form. 

File in 5 100-38C Compliance; Snow Removal Equipment 


