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Appendix B – Definitions and Descriptions of the Management Situations33 
Management Situation 1 

Population and habitat conditions 

The area contains grizzly population centers (areas key to the survival of grizzly where seasonal 
or year-long grizzly activity, under natural, free-ranging conditions is common) and habitat 
components needed for the survival and recovery of the species or a segment of its population. 
The probability is very great that major federal activities or programs may affect (have direct or 
indirect relationships to the conservation and recovery of) the grizzly.   

Management direction  

Grizzly habitat maintenance and improvement (improvement does not apply to Park Service), and 
grizzly-human conflict minimization will receive the highest management priority. Management 
decisions will favor the needs of the grizzly bear when grizzly habitat and other land use values 
compete. Land uses which can affect grizzlies and/or their habitat will be made compatible with 
grizzly needs or such uses will be disallowed or eliminated. Grizzly-human conflicts will be 
resolved in favor of grizzlies unless the bear involved is determined to be a nuisance. Nuisance 
bears may be controlled through either relocation or removal but only if such control would result 
in a more natural free-ranging grizzly population and all reasonable measures have been taken to 
protect the bear and/or its habitat (including area closures and/or activity curtailments).    
Management Situation 2 

Population and habitat conditions   

Current information indicates that the area lacks distinct population centers; highly suitable 
habitat does not generally occur, although some grizzly habitat components exist and grizzlies 
may be present occasionally. Habitat resources in Management Situation 2 either are unnecessary 
for survival and recovery of the species, or the need has not yet been determined but habitat 
resources may be necessary. Certain management actions are necessary. The status of such areas 
is subject to review and change according to demonstrated grizzly population and habitat needs. 
Major federal activities may affect the conservation of the grizzly bear primarily in that they may 
contribute toward (a) human-caused bear mortalities or (b) long-term displacement where the 
zone of influence could affect habitat use in Management Situation 1.   

Management direction 

The grizzly bear is an important, but not the primary, use of the area. In some cases, habitat 
maintenance and improvement may be important management considerations. Minimization of 
grizzly-human conflict potential that could lead to human-caused mortalities is a high 
management priority. In this management situation, managers would accommodate demonstrated 
grizzly populations and/or grizzly habitat use in other land use activities if feasible, but not to the 
extent of exclusion of other uses. A feasible accommodation is one which is compatible with 
(does not make unobtainable) the major goals and/or objectives of other uses. Management will at 
least maintain those habitat conditions which resulted in the area being stratified Management 
Situation 2. When grizzly population and/or grizzly habitat use and other land use needs are 
mutually exclusive, the other land use needs may prevail in management consideration. In cases 
where the need of the habitat resources for recovery has not yet been determined, other land uses 
may prevail to the extent that they do not result in irretrievable/irreversible resource commitments 
which would preclude the possibility of eventual restratification to Management Situation 1. If 
grizzly population and/or habitat use represents demonstrated needs that are so great (necessary to 
the normal needs or survival of the species or a segment of its population) that they should prevail 
in management considerations, then the area should be reclassified under Management Situation 
1. Managers would control nuisance grizzlies.   

                                                 
33 Interagency Grizzly Bear Guidelines (IGBC 1986). 
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Management Situation 3 

Population and habitat conditions 

Grizzly presence is possible but infrequent. Developments, such as campgrounds, resorts or other 
high human use associated facilities, and human presence result in conditions which make grizzly 
presence untenable for humans and/or grizzlies. There is a high probability that major Federal 
activities or programs may affect the species’ conservation and recovery.   

Management direction 

Grizzly habitat maintenance and improvement are not management considerations. Grizzly-
human conflict minimization is a high priority management consideration. Grizzly bear presence 
and factors contributing to their presence will be actively discouraged. Any grizzly involved in a 
grizzly-human conflict will be controlled. Any grizzly frequenting an area will be controlled.   


