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Chapter 2

Hurricane Katrina: 
Indicators of Impact
Deaths caused by Hurricane Katrina, as of May 23, 20061             1,577
Deaths caused by 20th century’s most lethal hurricane, 

1935’s “Labor Day Hurricane” in Florida2    400+

Land area damaged by Hurricane Katrina3 90,000 sq. miles 
Ratio of area damaged by Katrina to area of United Kingdom 1:1

Homes destroyed or made unlivable by Hurricane Katrina4 300,000
Ratio of homes damaged or made unlivable by Katrina to 

the number similarly aff ected by 1992’s Hurricane 
Andrew, the most destructive recent hurricane5  10:1

Estimated economic loss related to Hurricane Katrina6 $125 - $150 billion 

Estimated economic loss related to 20th century’s previous 
most destructive hurricane (Andrew, FL, 1992)7 $48.4 billion (2005 dollars)

Economic losses from 9/11 terror attacks, 20018 $87 billion (2005 dollars) 

Louisiana unemployment rate, August 2005 5.6 percent9

Louisiana unemployment rate, September 2005 12.1 percent10

Widest extent of Katrina’s tropical-storm force winds the 
day before landfall11  460 miles

Approximate ratio to distance from Kansas City to Dallas 1:1
Sustained-wind speed at landfall, August 29, near Buras, LA12 125 miles per hour

Rainfall accumulation along Gulf Coast from Katrina13 8 to 10 inches 
Storm surges above normal ocean levels, various locations14 20 to 30 feet

Electric customers, all types, left  without power by storm15 1.7 million
Gulf of Mexico daily oil output shut down by Katrina16 95 percent

Number of oil spills caused by Katrina17 142
Gallons of oil spilled18 8 million
Gallons of oil recovered by Coast Guard as of Dec. 7, 200519 3.8 million

Estimated debris created by Hurricane Katrina20 118 million cu. yds
Ratio to debris created by Hurricane Andrew21 6:1

Number of children reported displaced/missing22 5,088
Number reunited with families or guardians23 5,088
      
Last date at which bodies have been found in New Orleans24 April 17, 2006
Number of bodies unclaimed or unidentifi ed25 200
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Approximate ratio of New Orleans population in 2000 to  
January 200626 3:1 

Ratio of tons of debris created by Katrina in the three coastal 
Mississippi counties, as compared to the combined 
debris of the 9/11 attacks and Hurricane Andrew27  1:1
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