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Fears Versus Facts




Youth Promise Act
HR 3846

Prison Reduction through Opportunities, Mentoring,
Intervention, Support, and Education

Endorsed by the American Psychological
Association, American Bar Association, Child Welfare
League, NAACP, National PTA, and many others




Main Points

1. There i1s no epidemic.

2. Beware of simple
solutions.

3. Prevention works.




Main Points

1. There i1s no epidemic
of youth violence.




Don’t be misled by false trends
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Don’t be misled by false trends

Fourth School Shooting of the Week

There is no known motive for the Northern Illinois University
shooting.
Paosted: Friday, February 15, 2008 at 8:53 a.m.

= Hith Schol
Youlllifs L‘pfés%?fsm

Broadcast Yaurseif ™ Charyarsity and

;mred fora
ight on

NIU Deadly Rampage - 4th School Shooting in 1 Week  00.

ple In 3

SCHOOL SHOOTINGS re hal

» Baton Rouge, LA: Woman kills 2 EEE?ﬁEd 1scHn“l SHnnIIHG

fellow students: then herself to Florida ‘

» Memphis, TN: Student shoots zial farniliar

fellow student at high school http:/'www wixl commews/news story.aspx?1d=96255

» Oxnard, CA: 14-ye

A ATeNRN  Current News

Northern lllinois Shooting Fourth At A School Within One Week

/@ by Associated Press

Feb 15,2008, 2235

.z‘"u‘ e ] TR ———————
2] Share W Favorite 2 Add to Playlists U# Flag




How many shootings occur
IN the United States?

e 80+ people are killed every day by
firearms in the United states

e 30,000 deaths per year

QOC)\Y) sAYA

GOOD MORNING AMERICA

e 68,000 injuries per year
Why the Spike in School

Source: National Vital Statistics Reports, 54 (10), 2006 )
Shootings?

Deaths include suicides, homicides, and accidental deaths e S o Trent el R

By PIERRE THOMAS
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on’t be misled by false trends

With 80+ people killed
every day, It Is possible
to find numerous

pseudo-trends.

CEEBNEW Fourth School Shooting of the Week : 'i‘s“‘““"”‘

GOOD MORNING AMERICA There is no known motive for the Northern Illinois University
shooting.

Posted: Friday, Febwuary 15, 2008 at 8:52 a.m.

ABC News Home > Good Momning America

Why the Spike in School DEKALE, ILL. (AP) — The Fourth Schoal
Sh 1 ? Shooting This Week Claims the Lives of Si
oonngs Students. Is Albany State Universicy and L
Across the Country, o Disturbing New Trend of Adults Albany Technical College Prepared for a A PATTERN IN RURAL SCHOOL

Killing Children in Schools Similar Tragedy? Find Out Tonight on " "
By PIERRE THOMAS FOX 31 News st 6:30 and 10:00. ‘, SHOOTINGS: GIRLS AS TARGETS
Mises. Fu.

INEWS
e The gunman who killed s peopla in 2
Oet. 3, 2006 — Since the beginning Northern Iinois University lecture hall

af the schoal yaar, thera have baan before committing suicide was identified \ . NICKEL MNES, 54 AND BOSTON -
25 shootings at o near schaals Friday as 27-year-old former student scHDul SHOOTING T s M . i s ot A iy

naticrwide. Steven Kazmierczak, according to Flonda e
authorities and a university official familiar
with the investigation.

e e

Thars have bean mere than tos dozen | 2VEN Of the shaotings — three in e b ot campan

schaal gheatings in the U.S. sincethe | the la: -b b
S of the sckaol yave, (ABE Nema) f:al el Sorve = have bieary

ey 1 Countrywde BeSings, acors 53 [ by unetates s, and “copycar’

http:/fwww wikl.commewsnews_story.aspx?id=96255 e St i




Juvenile violence I1s not
INncreasing

Juvenile Arrests for Homicide:
1993 to 2006
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FBI Uniform Crime Reports




School violence is not increasing.

Crimes per 1,000 students

1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

Serious violent crime rate in U.S. schools

Indicators of school crime and safety: 2007




School homicides are not
INncreasing.

Homicides on school
grounds during school day

35

T
92-
93

Selected cases from records of the National School Safety Center.




We have been making good
progress in reducing youth
violence, and we can do
more, but let’s not get

derailed by high profile
cases.




Main Points

2. Beware of simple
solutions.




For every problem there is a
solution that is simple, neat, and
wrong. H.L. Mencken




The Expansion of
Zero Tolerance

From No Guns to
e No Toy Guns

e No Nail clippers

e No Plastic utensils
e No Finger-pointing
e No Jokes

e No Drawings

The ColumbmeEffect | «No Rubber band

8 Inside the mind ofthe California teen kille | ShOOtlng

M Confronting the classroom code of silence o+ vroc
M Why some kids snap—and others don't

No Accidental violations




5-Year-0Old
Handcuffed by Florida Police
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Annual Expulsions from
U.S. Schools

Approximately 97,000 expulsions

e 80% involve alternative
educational services

e 20% no educational services

Source: Estimates obtained from National Center for Education Statistics,
http://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d0O3/tables/xlIs/tab147.xls

http://nces.ed.gov/programs/crimeindicators/table 18 1.asp?referrer=report




Calls to Arm
Teachers

M ICh I g an Rep. David Agema introduced HB 5162 to

permit teachers to carry concealed firearms at school. UPI Sept 10, 2007.
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2007-
2008/billintroduced/House/htm/2007-HIB-5162.htm

M ISSO U rl Governor Matt Blunt said because of the recent

spate of school violence it would be worth considering proposals from
lawmakers to allow teachers to carry firearms in schools. "It's an interesting
idea worth discussing." Associated Press, Oct 22, 2006.

N evad a. Sen Bob Beers announced he is preparing a bill

to permit teachers to carry a gun while teaching. Las Vegas Review Journal.
Dec 14, 2006.

WI SCO nSI n Legislator Frank Lasee stated: "Israel and

Thailand have well-trained teachers carrying weapons and keeping their
children safe from harm. It can work in Wisconsin." USA Today Oct 5, 2006
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Cost of Arming
Teachers
3.6 Million teachers

X
$664 Smith & Wesson Model 10

$2.4 Billion

Sources:National Center for Education Statistics,
http://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d06/
Smith & Wesson http://www.smith-wesson.com/
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Bullet-Proof Backpacks

Two entrepreneurs
are selling bullet-
proof backpacks for
$175.

Boston Herald, Aug 9, 2007.
http://shop.mjsafetysolutions.com/main.sc




Cost of Bullet-Proof
Backpacks

55 Million students
X
$175 Bullet-Proof Backpack

$9.6 Billion




Fear-based Reactions
to Shootings

Prevention cannot
walit until the
gunman is at the
door.




Why the decline In
juvenile violence?

e Community-oriented policing
e Employment opportunities
e Prevention programs
—School-based
— After-school
—In-home treatment
—Residential



Main Points

3. Prevention works!




2007 American Journal of Preventive Medicine

School-Based Interventions for Aggressive and

Disruptive Behavior
Update of a Meta-Analysis

Sandra Jo Wilson, PhD, Mark W. Lipsey, PhD

Background: Research about the effectiveness of school-based psychosocial prevention programs for
reducing aggressive and disruptive behavior was synthesized using meta-analysis. This work
updated previous work by the authors and further investigated which program and student
characteristics were associated with the most positive outcomes.

Two hundred fortynine experimental and quasi-experimental studies of school-based
programs with outcomes representing aggressive and/or disruptive behavior were ob-
tained. Effect sizes and study characteristics were coded from these studies and analyzed.

Positive overall intervention effects were found on aggressive and disruptive behavior and
other relevant outcomes. The most common and most effective approaches were universal
programs and targeted programs for selected/indicated children. The mean effect sizes for
these types of programs represent a decrease in aggressive/disruptive behavior that is likely
to be of practical significance to schools. Multicomponent comprehensive programs did
not show significant effects and those for special schools or classrooms were marginal.
Different treatment modalities (e.g., behavioral, cognitive, social skills) produced largely
similar effects. Effects were larger for better-implemented programs and those involving
students at higher risk for aggressive hehavior.

Conclusions: Schools seeking prevention programs may choose from a range of effective programs with
some confidence that whatever they pick will be effective. Without the researcher involvement
that characterizes the great majority of programs in this meta-analysis, schools might be
well-advised to give priority to those that will be easiest to implement well in their settings.
(Am ] Prev Med 2007;33(25):5130-5143) © 2007 American Journal of Preventive Medicine

e 249 controlled studies of school-based
programs

e Behavioral, cognitive, and social skills
programs reduced student aggression.
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o Staff must be adequately trained to
implement programs correctly.

e Many programs are ineffective because
they are not properly implemented




Numerous Effective Programs

e Anger management
e Bullying prevention
e Conflict resolution NREPP siisasasgmseomre, ...

e Family therapy

e Parenting skills

e Problem-solving

e Social competence

e Substance abuse resistance
e Etc.




American Journal of Preventive Medicine, 2007

Effects on Violence of Laws and Policies Facilitating
the Transfer of Juveniles from the Juvenile Justice
System to the Adult Justice System

A Systematic Review

Angela McGowan, JD, MPH, Robert Hahn, PhD, MPH, Akiva Liberman, PhD, Alex Crosby, MD, MPH,
Mindy Fullilove, MD, Robert Johnson, MD, Eve Moscicki, ScD, MPH, LeShawndra Price, PhD,

Susan Snyder, PhD, Farris Tuma, ScD, Jessica Lowy, MPH, Peter Briss, MD, MPH, Stella Cory, MD, MPH,
Glenda Stone, PhD, Task Force on Community Preventive Services

Abstract: The independent, nonfederal Task Force on Community Preventive Services (Task Force),
which directs development of the Guide to Community Preventive Services (Community Guide),
has conducted a systematic review of published scientific evidence concerning the
effectiveness of laws and policies that facilitate the transfer of juveniles to the adult criminal
justice system, on either preventing or reducing violence (1) among those youth who
experience the adult criminal system or (2) in the juvenile population as a whole.

This review focuses on interpersonal violence. Violence may lead to the juvenile's initial
arrest and entry into the justice system and, for those who are arrested, may be committed
subsequent to exiting the justice system. Here transfer is defined as the placement of
juveniles aged less than 18 years under the jurisdiction of the adult criminal justice system,
rather than the juvenile justice system, following arrest. Using the methods developed by
the Community Guide to conduct a systematic review of literature and provide recommen-
dations to public health decision makers, the review team found that transferring juveniles
to the adult justice system generally increases, rather than decreases, rates of violence
among transferred youth. Evidence was insufficient for the Task Force on Community
Preventive Services to determine the effect of such laws and policies in reducing violent
behavior in the overall juvenile population. Overall, the Task Force recommends against
laws or policies facilitating the transfer of juveniles from the juvenile to the adult judicial
system for the purpose of reducing violence.

(Am ] Prev Med 2007;32(48):87-528) © 2007 American Journal of Preventive Medicine

“...transferring juveniles to the adult justice system
generally increases, rather than decreases, rates of
violence among transferred youth.”
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1,300 Gangs In
Chicago!

Reported by

Frederic Thrasher In
The Gang, 1927.




1,300 Gangs In
Chicago!

From Thrasher’s
The Gang, 1927

A CRIMINAL GANG

portion of 11 1 o which operated on an interstate |
il for robl -} 5 o, 4 rene W : man from the left), was ha;
, for the murde ies. (See chap. xx.)




Most Common Ethnic
Gangs in Chicago, 1927

|| CHATTER XII
RACE AND NATIONALITY IN THE GANG
The gang in Chicago is largely, though not entirely,
a phenomenon of the immigrant community of the poorer

type.! Of the 880 gangs for which data have been secured

TABLE III
RAcES AND NATIONALITIES OF GaANGS I8 CHICAGOD

- Number of Percentage of
Race or Nationality Gangs Total Gangs

351 3989
16,82
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Risk Factors for Gang
Development

e Poverty and unemployment
e Dysfunctional families
e Socilal alienation/Zdiscrimination

e Frustration, anger, and a
desperate desire for respect




Risk Factors for Gang
Development

e Poverty and unemployment
e Dysfunctional families
e Socilal alienation/Zdiscrimination

e Frustration, anger, and a
desperate desire for respect

When these issues were addressed, the
gang problem was resolved.




http://youthviolence.edschool.virginia.edu
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Virginia Youth Violence Project

Effective methods for youth violence prevention and school safety
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CNie Mow available: our Guidelines

for Responding to Student
Threats of Violence. This
research-based manual explains
how school teams can evaluate
and resolve potentially dangerous
situations in schools. In most
cases, student incidents can be
resolved without resorting

to lang-term suspension. More

information.

ook ok ok ok ok ok Rk ok ok ok R ok ok ok R ok ok ok R ok

ook ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok R ok ok ok ok ok ok ok kR kR

How safe are our schools? What caused so
many youth to go on rampage shootings at
their schools? Does television viclence really
make children more aggressive? What kinds
of school policies would make our schools
safer? The answers to these questions can
be found in School Yiolence: Facts

Yersus Fears,
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How dangerous are our schools? News coverage of schoal shootings
inflamed public fears, but there is solid evidence that youth viclence inside and

SCHOOL
VIOLENCE

LDEWEY O, CORNFLL

outside of schools has declined substantially since 1994, Maore.

Violence in Schools

Mational statistics

Yirginia statistics

School shootings decline

School violence myths

NPR interview on fear of school violence
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Prevention works!

Parent advice
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