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Dewey G. Cornell, Ph. D., is a forensic clinical 
psychologist and Professor of Education in the 
Curry School of Education at the University of 
Virginia. Dr. Cornell is Director of the UVA 
Youth Violence Project and a faculty associate of 
the Institute of Law, Psychiatry, and Public 
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Dr. Cornell has studied youth violence for 
over 20 years and has assisted numerous 
schools in the development of violence 
prevention programs. He has authored more 
than 100 publications in psychology and 
education, including two recent books: 
Guidelines for Responding to Student Threats 
of Violence and School Violence: Fears versus 
Facts. 
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Main Points

1. There is no epidemic. 
2. Beware of simple 

solutions.
3. Prevention works. 
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Main Points

1. There is no epidemic 
of youth violence. 



Don’t be misled by false trends



Don’t be misled by false trends



• 80+ people are killed every day by 
firearms in the United states

• 30,000 deaths per year

• 68,000 injuries per year
Source: National Vital Statistics Reports, 54 (10), 2006

Deaths include suicides, homicides, and accidental deaths

How many shootings occur
in the United States?



With 80+ people killed 
every day, it is possible 
to find numerous 
pseudo-trends.

Don’t be misled by false trends



Juvenile violence is not
increasing
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School violence is not increasing.
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School homicides are not
increasing.
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We have been making good 
progress in reducing youth 
violence, and we can do 
more, but let’s not get 
derailed by high profile 
cases. 



Main Points

2. Beware of simple 
solutions.



For every problem there is a 
solution that is simple, neat, and 
wrong.  H.L. Mencken



The Expansion of 
Zero Tolerance

From No Guns to
• No Toy Guns

• No Nail clippers

• No Plastic utensils

• No Finger-pointing

• No Jokes

• No Drawings

• No Rubber band 
shooting

No Accidental violations



5-Year-Old 
Handcuffed by Florida Police

Girl Was Misbehaving

April 14, 2005; NBC10 News



Annual Expulsions from 
U.S. Schools

Approximately 97,000 expulsions
• 80% involve alternative 

educational services
• 20% no educational services

Source: Estimates obtained from National Center for Education Statistics, 
http://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d03/tables/xls/tab147.xls

http://nces.ed.gov/programs/crimeindicators/table_18_1.asp?referrer=report



Missouri Governor Matt Blunt said because of the recent 

spate of school violence it would be worth considering proposals from 
lawmakers to allow teachers to carry firearms in schools. "It's an interesting 
idea worth discussing." Associated Press, Oct 22, 2006.

Calls to Arm 
Teachers

Wisconsin Legislator Frank Lasee stated: "Israel and 

Thailand have well-trained teachers carrying weapons and keeping their 
children safe from harm. It can work in Wisconsin." USA Today Oct 5, 2006

Michigan Rep. David Agema introduced HB 5162 to 

permit teachers to carry concealed firearms at school. UPI Sept 10, 2007. 
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2007-
2008/billintroduced/House/htm/2007-HIB-5162.htm

Nevada Sen Bob Beers announced he is preparing a bill 

to permit teachers to carry a gun while teaching.  Las Vegas Review Journal. 
Dec 14, 2006. 



Cost of Arming 
Teachers

Sources:National Center for Education Statistics, 
http://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d06/

Smith & Wesson http://www.smith-wesson.com/

3.6  Million teachers

X

$664 Smith & Wesson Model 10 

$2.4 Billion



Bullet-Proof Backpacks

Two entrepreneurs 
are selling bullet-
proof backpacks for 
$175. 
Boston Herald, Aug 9, 2007.
http://shop.mjsafetysolutions.com/main.sc



Cost of Bullet-Proof 
Backpacks

55 Million students

X

$175 Bullet-Proof Backpack

$9.6 Billion

Source for enrollment: National Center for Education Statistics,
http://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d06/tables/dt06_001.asp?r
eferrer=report



Fear-based Reactions 
to Shootings

Prevention cannot 
wait until the 

gunman is at the 
door.
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• Community-oriented policing

• Employment opportunities
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―School–based
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―Residential

Why the decline in 
juvenile violence?



Main Points

3. Prevention works! 



• 249 controlled studies of school-based 
programs

• Behavioral, cognitive, and social skills 
programs reduced student aggression.



• Staff must be adequately trained to 
implement programs correctly. 

• Many programs are ineffective because 
they are not properly implemented



• Anger management
• Bullying prevention
• Conflict resolution
• Family therapy
• Parenting skills
• Problem-solving
• Social competence
• Substance abuse resistance
• Etc.

Numerous Effective Programs



“…transferring juveniles to the adult justice system 
generally increases, rather than decreases, rates of 

violence among transferred youth.”



Available from

sopriswest.com

•Legally defensible 
procedures for 
responding to student 
threats

•Step-by-step guidelines 
and decision-tree

•Research-based and 
field-tested

•Covers K-12, regular 
and special education



1,300 Gangs in 
Chicago!

Reported by 
Frederic Thrasher in 

The Gang, 1927. 



1,300 Gangs in 
Chicago!

From Thrasher’s
The Gang, 1927



•Polish

•Italian

•Irish

Most Common Ethnic 
Gangs in Chicago, 1927

From Thrasher’s
The Gang, 1927



• Poverty and unemployment

• Dysfunctional families

• Social alienation/discrimination

• Frustration, anger, and a 
desperate desire for respect

Risk Factors for Gang 
Development



• Poverty and unemployment

• Dysfunctional families

• Social alienation/discrimination

• Frustration, anger, and a 
desperate desire for respect

Risk Factors for Gang 
Development

When these issues were addressed, the 
gang problem was resolved. 
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