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‘‘No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, 
but in Consequence of Appropriations made by 
Law; and a regular Statement and Account of 
the Receipts and Expenditures of all public 
Money shall be published from time to time. 

Constitution of the United States—Article I, Section 9 

‘‘This power over the purse may, in fact, be 
regarded as the most complete and effectual 
weapon with which any constitution can arm 
the immediate representatives of the people, for 
obtaining a redress of every grievance, and for 
carrying into effect every just and salutary meas-
ure.’’ 

James Madison, Federalist 58 

‘‘The legislative control of the purse is the 
central pillar—the central pillar—upon which 
the constitutional temple of checks and balances 
and separation of powers rests, and if that pillar 
is shaken, the temple will fall. It is . . . central 
to the fundamental liberty of the American peo-
ple.’’ 

Senator Robert C. Byrd, Chairman 
Senate Appropriations Committee 




