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Standing Rules of the Senate Relating to 
Appropriations 

RULE XVI—APPROPRIATIONS AND 
AMENDMENTS TO GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS 

BILLS 
1. On a point of order made by any Senator, no amendments 

shall be received to any general appropriation bill the effect of 
which will be to increase an appropriation already contained in the 
bill, or to add a new item of appropriation, unless it be made to 
carry out the provisions of some existing law, or treaty stipulation, 
or act or resolution previously passed by the Senate during that 
session; or unless the same be moved by direction of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations or of a committee of the Senate having 
legislative jurisdiction of the subject matter, or proposed in pursu-
ance of an estimate submitted in accordance with law. 

2. The Committee on Appropriations shall not report an appro-
priation bill containing amendments to such bill proposing new 
or general legislation or any restriction on the expenditure of the 
funds appropriated which proposes a limitation not authorized by 
law if such restriction is to take effect or cease to be effective upon 
the happening of a contingency, and if an appropriation bill is re-
ported to the Senate containing amendments to such bill pro-
posing new or general legislation or any such restriction, a point 
of order may be made against the bill, and if the point is sus-
tained, the bill shall be recommitted to the Committee on Appro-
priations. 

3. All amendments to general appropriation bills moved by di-
rection of a committee having legislative jurisdiction of the subject 
matter proposing to increase an appropriation already contained in 
the bill, or to add new items of appropriation, shall, at least one 
day before they are considered, be referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations, and when actually proposed to the bill no amend-
ment proposing to increase the amount stated in such amendment 
shall be received on a point of order made by any Senator. 

4. On a point of order made by any Senator, no amendment of-
fered by any other Senator which proposes general legislation shall 
be received to any general appropriation bill, nor shall any amend-
ment not germane or relevant to the subject matter contained in 
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the bill be received; nor shall any amendment to any item or 
clause of such bill be received which does not directly relate there-
to; nor shall any restriction on the expenditure of the funds appro-
priated which proposes a limitation not authorized by law be re-
ceived if such restriction is to take effect or cease to be effective 
upon the happening of a contingency; and all questions of rel-
evancy of amendments under this rule, when raised, shall be sub-
mitted to the Senate and be decided without debate; and any such 
amendment or restriction to a general appropriation bill may be 
laid on the table without prejudice to the bill. 

5. On a point of order made by any Senator, no amendment, 
the object of which is to provide for a private claim, shall be re-
ceived to any general appropriation bill, unless it be to carry out 
the provisions of an existing law or a treaty stipulation, which 
shall be cited on the face of the amendment. 

6. When a point of order is made against any restriction on the 
expenditure of funds appropriated in a general appropriation bill 
on the ground that the restriction violates this rule, the rule shall 
be construed strictly and, in case of doubt, in favor of the point 
of order. 

7. Every report on general appropriation bills filed by the Com-
mittee on Appropriations shall identify with particularity each rec-
ommended amendment which proposes an item of appropriation 
which is not made to carry out the provisions of an existing law, 
a treaty stipulation, or an act or resolution previously passed by 
the Senate during that session. 

8. On a point of order made by any Senator, no general appro-
priation bill or amendment thereto shall be received or considered 
if it contains a provision reappropriating unexpended balances of 
appropriations; except that this provision shall not apply to appro-
priations in continuation of appropriations for public works on 
which work has commenced. 
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RULE XXV—STANDING COMMITTEES 
1. The following standing committees shall be appointed at the 

commencement of each Congress, and shall continue and have the 
power to act until their successors are appointed, with leave to re-
port by bill or otherwise on matters within their respective juris-
dictions: 

* * * * * 

(b) Committee on Appropriations, to which committee shall be 
referred all proposed legislation, messages, petitions, memorials, 
and other matters relating to the following subjects: 

1 Appropriation of the revenue for the support of the Govern-
ment, except as provided in subparagraph (e). 

2. Rescission of appropriations contained in appropriation Acts 
(referred to in section 105 of title 1, United States Code). 

3. The amount of new spending authority described in section 
401(c)(2) (A) and (B) of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 
which is to be effective for a fiscal year. 

4. New spending authority described in section 401(c)(2)(C) of 
the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 provided in bills and reso-
lutions referred to the committee under section 401(b)(2) of that 
Act (but subject to the provisions of section 401(b)(3) of that Act). 
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RULE XLIV—CONGRESSIONALLY DIRECTED 
SPENDING AND RELATED ITEMS 

1. (a) It shall not be in order to vote on a motion to proceed 
to consider a bill or joint resolution reported by any committee 
unless the chairman of the committee of jurisdiction or the Major-
ity Leader or his or her designee certifies— 

(1) that each congressionally directed spending item, limited tax 
benefit, and limited tariff benefit, if any, in the bill or joint reso-
lution, or in the committee report accompanying the bill or joint 
resolution, has been identified through lists, charts, or other simi-
lar means including the name of each Senator who submitted a re-
quest to the committee for each item so identified; and 

(2) that the information in clause (1) has been available on a 
publicly accessible congressional website in a searchable format at 
least 48 hours before such vote. 

(b) If a point of order is sustained under this paragraph, the mo-
tion to proceed shall be suspended until the sponsor of the motion 
or his or her designee has requested resumption and compliance 
with this paragraph has been achieved. 

2. (a) It shall not be in order to vote on a motion to proceed 
to consider a Senate bill or joint resolution not reported by com-
mittee unless the chairman of the committee of jurisdiction or the 
Majority Leader or his or her designee certifies— 

(1) that each congressionally directed spending item, limited tax 
benefit, and limited tariff benefit, if any, in the bill or joint reso-
lution, has been identified through lists, charts, or other similar 
means, including the name of each Senator who submitted a re-
quest to the sponsor of the bill or joint resolution for each item 
so identified; and 

(2) that the information in clause (1) has been available on a 
publicly accessible congressional website in a searchable format at 
least 48 hours before such vote. 

(b) If a point of order is sustained under this paragraph, the mo-
tion to proceed shall be suspended until the sponsor of the motion 
or his or her designee has requested resumption and compliance 
with this paragraph has been achieved. 

3. (a) It shall not be in order to vote on the adoption of a report 
of a committee of conference unless the chairman of the committee 
of jurisdiction or the Majority Leader or his or her designee cer-
tifies— 
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(1) that each congressionally directed spending item, limited tax 
benefit, and limited tariff benefit, if any, in the conference report, 
or in the joint statement of managers accompanying the conference 
report, has been identified through lists, charts, or other means, 
including the name of each Senator who submitted a request to 
the committee of jurisdiction for each item so identified; and 

(2) that the information in clause (1) has been available on a 
publicly accessible congressional website at least 48 hours before 
such vote. 

(b) If a point of order is sustained under this paragraph, then 
the conference report shall be set aside. 

4. (a) If during consideration of a bill or joint resolution, a Sen-
ator proposes an amendment containing a congressionally directed 
spending item, limited tax benefit, or limited tariff benefit which 
was not included in the bill or joint resolution as placed on the 
calendar or as reported by any committee, in a committee report 
on such bill or joint resolution, or a committee report of the Sen-
ate on a companion measure, then as soon as practicable, the Sen-
ator shall ensure that a list of such items (and the name of any 
Senator who submitted a request to the Senator for each respective 
item included in the list) is printed in the Congressional Record. 

(b) If a committee reports a bill or joint resolution that includes 
congressionally directed spending items, limited tax benefits, or 
limited tariff benefits in the bill or joint resolution, or in the com-
mittee report accompanying the bill or joint resolution, the com-
mittee shall as soon as practicable identify on a publicly accessible 
congressional website each such item through lists, charts, or other 
similar means, including the name of each Senator who submitted 
a request to the committee for each item so identified. Availability 
on the Internet of a committee report that contains the informa-
tion described in this subparagraph shall satisfy the requirements 
of this subparagraph. 

(c) To the extent technically feasible, information made available 
on publicly accessible congressional websites under paragraphs 3 
and 4 shall be provided in a searchable format. 

5. For the purpose of this rule— 
(a) the term ‘‘congressionally directed spending item’’ means a 

provision or report language included primarily at the request of 
a Senator providing, authorizing, or recommending a specific 
amount of discretionary budget authority, credit authority, or 
other spending authority for a contract, loan, loan guarantee, 
grant, loan authority, or other expenditure with or to an entity, 
or targeted to a specific State, locality or Congressional district, 
other than through a statutory or administrative formula-driven or 
competitive award process; 
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(b) the term ‘‘limited tax benefit’’ means— 
(1) any revenue provision that— 
(A) provides a Federal tax deduction, credit, exclusion, or pref-

erence to a particular beneficiary or limited group of beneficiaries 
under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986; and 

(B) contains eligibility criteria that are not uniform in applica-
tion with respect to potential beneficiaries of such provision; 

(c) the term ‘‘limited tariff benefit’’ means a provision modi-
fying the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States in a 
manner that benefits 10 or fewer entities; and 

(d) except as used in subparagraph 8(e), the term ‘‘item‘’ when 
not preceded by ‘‘congressionally directed spending’’ means any 
provision that is a congressionally directed spending item, a lim-
ited tax benefit, or a limited tariff benefit. 

6. (a) A Senator who requests a congressionally directed spend-
ing item, a limited tax benefit, or a limited tariff benefit in any 
bill or joint resolution (or an accompanying report) or in any con-
ference report (or an accompanying joint statement of managers) 
shall provide a written statement to the chairman and ranking 
member of the committee of jurisdiction, including— 

(1) the name of the Senator; 
(2) in the case of a congressionally directed spending item, the 

name and location of the intended recipient or, if there is no spe-
cifically intended recipient, the intended location of the activity; 

(3) in the case of a limited tax or tariff benefit, identification 
of the individual or entities reasonably anticipated to benefit, to 
the extent known to the Senator; 

(4) the purpose of such congressionally directed spending item 
or limited tax or tariff benefit; and 

(5) a certification that neither the Senator nor the Senator’s im-
mediate family has a pecuniary interest in the item, consistent 
with the requirements of paragraph 9. 

(b) With respect to each item included in a Senate bill or joint 
resolution (or accompanying report) reported by committee or con-
sidered by the Senate, or included in a conference report (or joint 
statement of managers accompanying the conference report) con-
sidered by the Senate, each committee of jurisdiction shall make 
available for public inspection on the Internet the certifications 
under subparagraph (a)(5) as soon as practicable. 

7. In the case of a bill, joint resolution, or conference report 
that contains congressionally directed spending items in any classi-
fied portion of a report accompanying the measure, the committee 
of jurisdiction shall, to the greatest extent practicable, consistent 
with the need to protect national security (including intelligence 
sources and methods), include on the list required by paragraph 
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1, 2, or 3 as the case may be, a general program description in 
unclassified language, funding level, and the name of the sponsor 
of that congressionally directed spending item. 

8. (a) A Senator may raise a point of order against one or more 
provisions of a conference report if they constitute new directed 
spending provisions. The Presiding Officer may sustain the point 
of order as to some or all of the provisions against which the Sen-
ator raised the point of order. 

(b) If the Presiding Officer sustains the point of order as to any 
of the provisions against which the Senator raised the point of 
order, then those provisions against which the Presiding Officer 
sustains the point of order shall be stricken. After all other points 
of order under this paragraph have been disposed of— 

(1) the Senate shall proceed to consider the question of whether 
the Senate should recede from its amendment to the House bill, 
or its disagreement to the amendment of the House, and concur 
with a further amendment, which further amendment shall consist 
of only that portion of the conference report that has not been 
stricken; and 

(2) the question in clause (1) shall be decided under the same 
debate limitation as the conference report and no further amend-
ment shall be in order. 

(c) Any Senator may move to waive any or all points of order 
under this paragraph with respect to the pending conference report 
by an affirmative vote of three-fifths of the Members, duly chosen 
and sworn. All motions to waive under this paragraph shall be de-
batable collectively for not to exceed 1 hour equally divided be-
tween the Majority Leader and the Minority Leader or their des-
ignees. A motion to waive all points of order under this paragraph 
shall not be amendable. 

(d) All appeals from rulings of the Chair under this paragraph 
shall be debatable collectively for not to exceed 1 hour, equally 
divided between the Majority and the Minority Leader or their 
designees. An affirmative vote of three-fifths of the Members of 
the Senate, duly chosen and sworn, shall be required in the Senate 
to sustain an appeal of the ruling of the Chair under this para-
graph. 

(e) The term ‘‘new directed spending provision’’ as used in this 
paragraph means any item that consists of a specific provision con-
taining a specific level of funding for any specific account, specific 
program, specific project, or specific activity, when no specific 
funding was provided for such specific account, specific program, 
specific project, or specific activity in the measure originally com-
mitted to the conferees by either House. 

9. No Member, officer, or employee of the Senate shall know-
ingly use his official position to introduce, request, or otherwise 
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aid the progress or passage of congressionally directed spending 
items, limited tax benefits, or limited tariff benefits a principal 
purpose of which is to further only his pecuniary interest, only the 
pecuniary interest of his immediate family, or only the pecuniary 
interest of a limited class of persons or enterprises, when he or his 
immediate family, or enterprises controlled by them, are members 
of the affected class. 

10. Any Senator may move to waive application of paragraph 
1, 2, or 3 with respect to a measure by an affirmative vote of 
three-fifths of the Members, duly chosen and sworn. A motion to 
waive under this paragraph with respect to a measure shall be de-
batable for not to exceed 1 hour equally divided between the Ma-
jority Leader and the Minority Leader or their designees. With re-
spect to points of order raised under paragraphs 1, 2, or 3, only 
one appeal from a ruling of the Chair shall be in order, and debate 
on such an appeal from a ruling of the Chair on such point of 
order shall be limited to one hour. 

11. Any Senator may move to waive all points of order under 
this rule with respect to the pending measure or motion by an af-
firmative vote of three-fifths of the Members, duly chosen and 
sworn. All motions to waive all points of order with respect to 
a measure or motion as provided by this paragraph shall be debat-
able collectively for not to exceed 1 hour equally divided between 
the Majority Leader and the Minority Leader or their designees. 
A motion to waive all points of order with respect to a measure 
or motion as provided by this paragraph shall not be amendable. 

12. Paragraph 1, 2, or 3 of this rule may be waived by joint 
agreement of the Majority Leader and the Minority Leader of the 
Senate upon their certification that such waiver is necessary as a 
result of a significant disruption to Senate facilities or to the avail-
ability of the Internet. 
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